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Non-Technical Summary
AECOM is commissioned to lead on Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) in support of the
emerging Southwick Neighbourhood Plan.
SEA is a mechanism for considering and communicating the likely effects of an emerging plan, and
alternatives, with a view to avoiding and mitigating negative effects and maximising positive effects.
SEA of the Southwick Neighbourhood Plan is a legal requirement.1 This is a Non-technical Summary
(NTS) of the SEA Environmental Report.
The Southwick Neighbourhood Plan is being prepared by Southwick Parish Council, in the context of
the Wiltshire Core Strategy (WCS) (adopted 2015) and Housing Site Allocations Plan (HSAP) (2019).
This SEA Environmental Report will accompany the pre-submission version of the draft
Neighbourhood Plan. It is currently anticipated that the Southwick Neighbourhood Plan will be
submitted to Wiltshire Council later in 2020.

Purpose of this Environmental Report
SEA reporting essentially involves answering the following questions in turn:
More specifically, the Environmental Report must answer the following three questions:
1. What has plan-making / SEA involved up to this point? – including in relation to ‘reasonable
alternatives’.
2. What are the SEA findings at this stage? – i.e. in relation to the submission plan.
3. What happens next?
This report essentially answers questions 1, 2 and 3 in turn, in order to provide the required
information. However, firstly there is a need to set the scene further by answering the question
‘What’s the scope of the SEA?’

What is the scope of the SEA?
The scope of the SEA is reflected in a list of themes and objectives, which, taken together indicate the
parameters of the SEA and provide a methodological ‘framework’ for assessment. The basic
framework is presented below, and a full framework which includes decision-aiding questions is
provided within the main Environmental Report (Table 3.2).

1

Regulation 15 of the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations (2012, as amended) requires that each Neighbourhood Plan is
submitted to the Local Authority alongside either: A) an environmental report; or, B) a statement of reasons why SEA is not
required, prepared following a ‘screening’ process completed in accordance with Regulation 9(1) of the Environmental
Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations (‘the SEA Regulations’). The Coggeshall Neighbourhood Plan was subject
to informal screening in 2019, and formal screening through the SEA scoping consultation, at which time it was determined that
SEA is required.
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The SEA framework
SEA theme

Proposed objective(s)

Biodiversity

Protect and enhance all biodiversity and geodiversity

Climate change

Reduce the contribution to climate change made by activities within the
Neighbourhood Plan area
Support the resilience of the Neighbourhood Plan area to the potential effects of
climate change, including flooding

Landscape

Protect and enhance the character and quality of landscapes and villagescapes

Historic
environment

Protect, maintain and enhance the cultural heritage resource within the
Neighbourhood Plan Area, including the historic environment and archaeological
assets

Land, soil and
water resources

Ensure the efficient and effective use of land
Promote sustainable waste management solutions that encourage the reduction,
re-use and recycling of waste
Use and manage water resources in a sustainable manner

Population and
community

Cater for existing and future residents’ needs as well as the needs of different
groups in the community, and improve access to local, high-quality community
services and facilities
Reduce deprivation and promote a more inclusive and self-contained community
Provide everyone with the opportunity to live in good quality, affordable housing,
and ensure an appropriate mix of dwelling sizes, types and tenures

Health and
wellbeing

Improve the health and wellbeing residents within the Neighbourhood Plan area.

Transportation

Promote sustainable transport use and reduce the need to travel

What has Plan-making involved to this point?
A key element of the SEA process is the appraisal of ‘reasonable alternatives’ for the Neighbourhood
Plan. The SEA Regulations are not prescriptive as to what constitutes a reasonable alternative,
stating only that the Environmental Report should present an appraisal of the ‘plan and reasonable
alternatives taking into account the objectives and geographical scope of the plan’.
Plan making has been underway in Southwick since 2016 following the approval of Southwick’s
Neighbourhood Area application by Wiltshire Council. The scope, objectives and policies of the plan
have evolved in response to extensive engagement with the local community by the Parish Council.
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Establishing the reasonable alternatives
As set out in Chapter 2 of this Environmental Report, the WCS and HASP do not provide a housing
target for the Neighbourhood Plan Area. At the request of Southwick Parish Council, Wiltshire Council
undertook a Housing Needs Survey (2018)2 to establish an indicative target.
The Housing Needs Survey recommended that eight affordable homes are required in the Parish for
those households unable to afford accommodation on the open market, with specific
recommendations for the tenure and size of units. The Parish Council are therefore looking for sites
that will help reach this target, either through a mix of affordable housing and open market housing or
through exception sites of only affordable housing.

Assessment of site options
A Site Assessment Report (2020) has been carried out by AECOM, which provides an appraisal of the
suitability of sites available for the potential development of housing, education, and community
facilities within the Neighbourhood Plan area.3
Ten sites have been considered for housing and social infrastructure through the Site Assessment
Report. The findings of the assessment show that two of the sites considered are suitable for housing
and are realistic candidates for consideration through plan-making. The remaining eight sites were
found to be ‘potentially suitable', and are therefore appropriate to consider as potential allocations
through the Neighbourhood Plan, if constraints are overcome.
In light of the conclusions of the Site Assessment Report (2020), these ten sites have been further
considered and reviewed by Southwick Parish Council for promoting housing development for the
purposes of the Neighbourhood Plan.
One site, AECOM reference Site 2 Land rear of 6a Frome Road is now no longer available for
development. This was confirmed in writing by the landowner on 5th March 2020. Consequently, Site
2 is therefore unsuitable for development. A total nine sites remain for consideration.
Sites 22 at 70 Frome Road and 23 at ‘Heli-Beds’ Frome Road (as set out above and in Appendix B)
were identified through the Site Options and Assessment Report (2020) as being suitable for
development. Both of these sites are brownfield land located within the existing settlement boundary.
At these sites there is a presumption in favour of sustainable development under Wiltshire Core
Strategy Policies CP1 and CP2. However, these sites are very small in size (0.05ha and 0.08ha), and
would therefore not trigger on-site affordable housing delivery under Wiltshire Core Strategy Core
Policy 43 (Providing affordable homes).
While it is recognised that site selection is a matter for plan making and the Parish Council’s Site
Selection Report (2020)4; Site 22 70 Frome Road and Site 23 Land at ‘Heli-Beds’ are not considered
further as alternatives for the SEA. This is on the basis that they would not contribute towards the key
Neighbourhood Plan objective of delivering affordable homes.
It was considered appropriate to carry forward the seven remaining sites (with a capacity of ten or
more homes) for assessment through the SEA process. Table NTS.1 overleaf sets out the seven
sites, noting new site references for the purposes of the SEA. The locations of these sites are
presented in Figure 4.1 of this Environmental Report.

Wiltshire Council (2018): ‘Parish Housing Needs Survey’ [online]. Available from: https://www.wiltshireintelligence.org.uk/wpcontent/uploads/2019/02/Southwick-Parish-Survey-Report-Final-06.11.18.pdf
2

3
4

AECOM (2020) Southwick Neighbourhood Plan Site Options Assessment
Fowlers (2020) Southwick Neighbourhood Plan Site Selection Report
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Table NTS.1 Reasonable alternative sites considered through the SEA process
Site no.

Name

Size (Ha)

Site. capacity

A

Land at 6B Frome Road

1.01

15

B

Land north of Frome Road

2.8

30 – 60

C

Land off Wesley Lane

6 (3 hectares per phase)

30 – 60 in 2 phased

D

Land at Blue Barn Farm

4

26 – 27 (Phase 1)

E

Land off Wynsome Street

3.45

50

F

Land South of Blind Lane

1.78

50

G

Land at Fairfield Farm

8.9

267

Table NTS.2 below presents summary assessment findings in relation to the seven individual site
options, with more detailed assessment findings presented within Appendix B.
Table NTS.2: Summary of SEA reasonable alternatives assessment findings
Biodiversity

Climate
change

Landscape

Historic Env

Land, soil
and water
resources

Population
and
community

Health and
wellbeing

Transport

Site

Site A
Site B
Site C
Site D
Site E
Site F
Site G
Key
Likely adverse effect (without mitigation measures)

Likely positive effect

Neutral/no effect

Uncertain effects

All sites have the potential to impact upon the integrity of the European designated Bath and Bradford
on Avon Bats Special Area of Conservation (SAC). As set out in the Trowbridge Bat Mitigation
Strategy (TBMS) (2020), all sites are located within the ‘Yellow Risk’ bat sensitivity zone whereby
mitigation must be deliverable in accordance with the TBMS. Sites A, D, E, F and G are also located
within the Medium Risk Bat Sensitivity Zone for Recreational Pressure of core roosts, and therefore
perform negatively against the Biodiversity SEA theme. In accordance with the TBMS, any new
residential development located within the Medium Risk Bat Sensitivity Zone will require an allocation
from Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) to ensure mitigation measure can be created for the
increase in recreational pressure. Sites B and C are concluded as ‘uncertain’ at this stage, given they
are still located within the ‘yellow’ risk zone, and will require mitigation to be delivered at the detailed
design stage.
In terms of the Climate Change SEA theme, it is recognised that while development at sites alone is
not likely to have a significant negative effect on climate change, development located with good
access to services/ facilities/ employment and public transport will help to reduce contributions from
Prepared for: Southwick Parish Council
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pre capita emissions. Site A therefore performs as ‘uncertain’ in this respect, as while there is
reasonable access to the limited offer of the village, there is likely to be a reliance on the car for
access to services/ facilities/ employment and public transport. All other sites perform negatively
overall given the risk of flooding at these sites.
From a landscape perspective, Site A performs as ‘neutral’ given the site is contained within the built
up settlement area, and provides a level of screening. Sites B and C perform as ‘uncertain’ as while
exposed in the landscape to some extent, have a level of screening provided by neighbouring
development and vegetation, and are well connected to existing residential development along Frome
Road. Sites D, E, F and G perform negatively against the Landscape SEA theme due to potential
adverse effects on Southwick’s local landscape character and rural setting. This is given the location
of these greenfield sites on the outskirts of the settlement, extending into the open countryside. It is
also considered that development at these sites may set precedent for further growth into the open
landscape; leading to further long-term adverse effects. It is noted that Site G performs least well of
the options given the size and indicative capacity of the site, and its disjointed location in the open
landscape to the north east of the village.
Sites A, C, D, E and G perform negatively against the Historic Environment SEA theme as they are
located within close proximity of a designated heritage asset, and there is the potential to lead to
adverse effects on distinctiveness and/or setting; for example through impacting on views in/ out of
the site. However there is an element of uncertainty at this stage depending on design and layout of
any scheme. Site F performs as ‘uncertain’ as while not constrained by heritage assets, there is the
potential for development to adversely impact upon the historic villagescape and rural setting of the
Parish.
In terms of the Land, Soil and Water Resources SEA theme, uncertainty relates to the evidence base,
given recent land classification has not been carried out in this location. All sites with the exception of
Site A perform negatively overall given the anticipated loss of greenfield land. Site A is mixed
greenfield/ brownfield and performs as ‘uncertain’ at this stage.
All sites perform positively against the Population and Community SEA theme given the delivery of
housing to meet local needs, in particular affordable housing. However, it is noted that Site A would
not deliver the full eight affordable homes required through the Neighbourhood Plan, and therefore
performs less positively than all other sites in this respect. Site G would likely over-deliver in this
respect, given the indicative capacity of the site is 267 dwellings. The Parish Council consider that any
exceedance of the target for approximately 30 dwellings (to meet affordable housing needs) would
also perform less positively against this SEA theme as there would be an overprovision and
associated greater population in a location without services and facilities to support such unbalanced
growth.
Uncertain effects are concluded for all sites against the Health and Wellbeing SEA theme as while all
sites have good access to open green space, residents would be reliant on the car to travel out of the
Neighbourhood Plan area for access to health facilities.
As in relation to Climate Change, uncertain effects are predicted for the majority of sites against the
Transportation SEA theme due to an anticipated reliance on the car to access services, facilities,
employment, and sustainable travel in Trowbridge. Site G performs negatively against the
transportation theme as unlike all other sites, it does not have suitable access to the limited offer of
the village centre.

Selecting the preferred approach
The Parish Council’s Site Selection Report (2020) sets out the reason for selection or rejection of
sites for allocation through the Neighbourhood Plan. These are summarised below:
•

Land at 6B Frome Road (Site A) - Recreational impacts on bat populations in core woodlands
can be avoided through the development of more sustainable sites. A second site would need to
be allocated alongside this site to meet affordable housing needs in full. Site rejected.

•

Land north of Frome Road (Site B) - There is no known developer interest at this site and the
access to the site is current sub-standard with uncertain options to facilitate the development.
Site rejected.
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•

Land off Wesley Lane (Site C) - There are no significant adverse effects identified at this site,
there is known developer interest, and the site is medium sized if developed in part that could be
built-out relatively quickly by 2035 thereby meeting affordable housing needs. Site selected.

•

Land at Blue Barn Farm (Site D) - Delivery of this site would result in an isolated form of
development, physically detached from the built-up area of the village. Development would also
cause harm to the setting of designated heritage assets. Site rejected.

•

Land off Wynsome Street (Site E) - Recreational impacts on bat populations in core woodlands
can be avoided through the development of more sustainable sites. The site forms part of the
physical gap between Southwick and Trowbridge, whereby development would adversely impact
character and appearance of the settlement and the rural setting. Site rejected.

•

Land South of Blind Lane (Site F) - Recreational impacts on bat populations in core woodlands
can be avoided through the development of more sustainable sites. Site rejected.

•

Land at Fairfield Farm (Site G) - Scale of the site in the context of the village settlement pattern
is considered to be highly sensitive to development, delivering The development of the site would
deliver far in-excess of that which is limited development in the context for Southwick. Site
rejected.

Sites allocated through the Southwick Neighbourhood Plan
The Parish Council have decided to take forward the following two sites for allocation through the
Neighbourhood Plan:
•

Land at ‘Heli-Beds’, Frome Road for the demolition of the existing structure and the erection of
eight dwellings (flats). This will promote the regeneration of a prominent derelict brownfield site
within the existing settlement.

•

Land off Wesley Lane for approximately 27 dwellings, including 30% affordable housing as this
would be of a limited scale in direct proportion to the affordable housing need with sufficient land
available for mitigation in accordance with the TBMS.

Assessment of the current version of the Southwick
Neighbourhood Plan
The current consultation version of the Neighbourhood Plan presents eleven planning policies for
guiding development in the Neighbourhood Plan area.
Utilising the SEA Framework of objectives and assessment questions developed during the earlier
scoping stage of the SEA, the SEA process has assessed the policies put forward through the current
version of the Neighbourhood Plan. The Environmental Report has presented the findings of the
assessment under the following SEA themes:
•
•
•
•

Biodiversity;
Climate change;
Landscape;
Historic Environment;

•
•
•
•

Land, soil and water resources;
Population and community;
Health and wellbeing; and
Transportation

Conclusions and recommendations
Overall at this stage, potential significant effects arising from plan implementation are predominately
positive. The delivery of new high-quality housing, protection of rural character and green
infrastructure, and support for a modal shift towards active travel, are likely to bring about multiple
benefits for communities, resident health and wellbeing and biodiversity. Aspects of the
Neighbourhood Plan that significantly contribute to positive outcomes include:
•

A growth strategy that meets identified housing needs, underpinned by evidence that provides
appropriate guidance for the right mix of homes to meet local needs; with an emphasis on
affordable housing delivery.
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•

The protecting and enhancement of existing amenities and open green spaces such as
Southwick Country Park and the PRoW Network, supporting health lifestyles and active travel.

•

Uncertain minor positive effects are anticipated in relation to biodiversity given the requirement
for integrated mitigation in the masterplanning of all new development, to address any potential
effects on the Bath and Bradford on-Avon Bats SAC in accordance with the TBMS. Other
indirect positive effects are also anticipated through the protection and enhancement of green
infrastructure assets in the Plan area; notably biodiversity net gain is supported through a
number of the Neighbourhood Plan policies.

The aspect of the Neighbourhood Plan resulting in a negative outcome relates to the permanent loss
of greenfield/ agricultural land. This is anticipated as a result of the site allocation at Land off Wesley
Lane (Policy 5b). It is however noted that there is uncertainty in terms of the potential loss of best and
most versatile agricultural land.
The Neighbourhood Plan is predicted to have a ‘neutral’ effect against the remainder of the SEA
themes. The Neighbourhood Plan, assuming recommendations are adopted, sufficiently protects the
local historic environment and high quality landscape; notably through the designation of a
Landscape-Setting Gap.
In terms of the Climate Change SEA theme, the caseline indicates that a key issue is surface water
flood risk. Both site allocations are constrained in this respect, although residual effects are not
anticipated to be significant once mitigation is taken into account. Assuming the recommendation
identified above is adopted, the potential for any adverse effects will be minimised, particularly given
higher level policy requirements (i.e. NPPF (2019) and Wiltshire Local Plan). In terms of the wider
Climate Change SEA theme, it is considered that the Neighbourhood Plan policy framework supports
local and national climate change targets.
Five recommendations are made through the assessment of the Neighbourhood Plan:
1. The recommendations of the HRA are incorporated into the Draft Neighbourhood Plan.
2. While it is recognised that flood risk at the Heli-Beds site is currently only small, climate
change has the potential to increase the occurrence of extreme weather events such as
enhanced precipitation, which can increase surface water runoff from the River Frome and
Lambrok stream. As such, it is considered that recognising the need for flood risk mitigation
within Policy 5a would further strengthen the Neighbourhood Plan in terms of “helping to
mitigate against the effects of climate change in the Parish” (Neighbourhood Plan Objective
9).
3. It is recommended that Policy 5a require proposal to consider specifically the potential impact
of new development on views to and from the Grade II Listed Church of St Thomas, located
to the south east of the site.
4. It is recommended that policy provisions are extended to capture the need for archaeological
investigation where appropriate.
5. The Neighbourhood Plan could be strengthened from a climate change perspective through
placing further emphasis on high quality design in new development. This may include
ensuring proposals, where possible, realise opportunities for integrated renewable energy
technologies (in addition to rainwater harvesting, water efficiency measures, and integrated
vehicle electric charging points). Additionally, the declaration of a climate emergency at the
District level could be cited as part of the evidence base underpinning the policy and
appropriately referenced in supporting text
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Next steps
Subsequent to the current consultation on the Southwick Neighbourhood Plan, the plan will be
updated by the Parish Council to reflect comments received. This Environmental Report will be
updated to reflect the changes made to the Plan.
The Neighbourhood Plan and Environmental Report will then be submitted to Wiltshire Council for
their consideration. Wiltshire Council will consider whether the plan is suitable to go forward to
Independent Examination in terms of the Neighbourhood Plan meeting legal requirements and its
compatibility with the Wiltshire Core Strategy (2015), Wiltshire Housing Site Allocations Plan (2019),
and forthcoming Wiltshire Local Plan Review.
If the subsequent Independent Examination is favourable, the Neighbourhood Plan will be subject to a
referendum, organised by Wiltshire Council. If more than 50% of those who vote agree with the
Southwick Neighbourhood Plan, then the Neighbourhood Plan will be ‘made’. Once made, the
Southwick Neighbourhood Plan will become part of the Development Plan for Southwick.
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1. Introduction
1.1

AECOM has been commissioned to undertake an independent Strategic Environmental
Assessment (SEA) in support of the Southwick Neighbourhood Plan.

1.2

The Southwick Neighbourhood Plan has been prepared as a Neighbourhood Development
Plan under the Localism Act 2011. The Neighbourhood Plan is being prepared in the context of
the Wiltshire Core Strategy (WCS) (adopted 2015) and Housing Site Allocations Plan (HSAP)
(2019).

1.3

It is currently anticipated that the Neighbourhood Plan will be submitted to Wiltshire Council
later in 2020.

1.4

Key information relating to the Southwick Neighbourhood Plan is presented in Table 1.1 below.

Table 1.1: Key facts relating to the Southwick Area Neighbourhood Plan
Name of Responsible
Authority

Southwick Parish Council

Title of Plan

Southwick Neighbourhood Plan

Subject

Neighbourhood planning

Purpose

The Southwick Neighbourhood Plan is being prepared as a
Neighbourhood Development Plan under the Localism Act 2011 and
Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012. The plan will
be in general conformity with the adopted Wiltshire Core Strategy
and Housing Site Allocations Plan.
The Southwick Neighbourhood Plan will be used to guide and shape
development within the Southwick Neighbourhood Plan Area.

Timescale

To 2036

Area covered by the
plan

The Southwick Neighbourhood Plan Area covers the Southwick
Parish in Wiltshire (Figure 1.1).

Summary of content

The Southwick Neighbourhood Plan will set out a vision, strategy
and range of policies for the Neighbourhood Plan Area.

Plan contact point

John Eaton, Southwick Parish Council
john.eatonpdq@gmail.com
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SEA explained
1.5

The Southwick Neighbourhood Plan has been screened in by Wiltshire Council and as
requiring a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA). In January 2019, Wiltshire Council
determined that the Neighbourhood Plan will require a full SEA pursuant to Article 6/7 of the
Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC), due to the potential effects of the plan on the integrity of the
Bath and Bradford on Avon Bats Special Area of Conservation and Salisbury Plain Special
Protection Area (SPA).

1.6

The Council concludes following the HRA screening of the Southwick Neighbourhood Plan that
the Neighbourhood Plan requires an Appropriate Assessment, to further set out the detailed
nature and timings of the mitigation measures necessary to avoid adverse effects on the Bath
and Bradford on Avon Bats Special Area of Conservation and Salisbury Plain Special Protection
Area (SPA). Given the need for Appropriate Assessment the Council also concludes that a full
SEA should be carried out as Regulation 5 (3) of the SEA Regulations states that a SEA should
be carried out if a plan is determined to require an Appropriate Assessment.

1.7

SEA is a mechanism for considering and communicating the likely significant effects of an
emerging plan, and reasonable alternatives in terms of key environmental issues. The aim of
SEA is to inform and influence the plan-making process with a view to avoiding or mitigating
negative environmental effects and maximising positive effects. Through this approach, the
SEA for the Southwick Neighbourhood Plan seeks to maximise the emerging Neighbourhood
Plan’s contribution to sustainable development.

1.8

The SEA has been prepared in conformity with the procedures prescribed by the Environmental
Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 (the SEA Regulations). 5

1.9

The SEA Regulations require that a report is published for consultation alongside the
submission plan that ‘identifies, describes and evaluates’ the likely significant effects of
implementing ‘the plan, and reasonable alternatives’. The report must then be taken into
account, alongside consultation responses, when finalising the plan.

Structure of this Environmental Report
1.10 In line with the Regulations, a report (known as the Environmental Report) must be published
for consultation alongside the submission plan which ‘identifies, describes and evaluates’ the
likely significant effects of implementing ‘the plan, and reasonable alternatives’.6 The report
must then be taken into account, alongside consultation responses, when finalising the plan.
1.11 More specifically, the Environmental Report must answer the following three questions:
1. What has plan-making / SEA involved up to this point? – including in relation to ‘reasonable
alternatives’.
2. What are the SEA findings at this stage? – i.e. in relation to the submission plan.
3. What happens next?
1.12 This report essentially answers questions 1, 2 and 3 in turn, in order to provide the required
information. Each question is answered within a discrete ‘part’ of the report. However, before
answering question 1, two initial questions are answered in order to further set the scene, these
are; what is the Southwick Neighbourhood Plan seeking to achieve; and what is the scope of
the SEA?

5
6

The Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004
Regulation 12(2) of the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004
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2. What is the plan seeking to achieve?
2.1

With a view to introducing the aims and objectives of the Southwick Neighbourhood Plan, this
section considers the strategic planning policy context provided by Wiltshire Council’s Local
Plan. It then presents the Southwick Neighbourhood Plan vision and objectives.

Planning policy context
2.2

The Southwick Neighbourhood Plan is being prepared in the context of the Wiltshire Local
Plan, which sets out a framework for how future development across Wiltshire will be planned
and delivered in the period to 2026.

2.3

The Wiltshire Local Plan comprises the Wiltshire Core Strategy,7 the Wiltshire Housing Site
Allocations Plan (HSAP)8, the Chippenham Site Allocations Plan9 and the Wiltshire mineral and
waste plans.10 The plan will provide the strategic context for development up to 2026 and
determine the level and direction for future growth; in line with the revised NPPF (2019) and
current practice. It will include the allocation of a range of sites to meet the identified need for
homes and jobs, a review of existing development management policies, and strategic
guidance for the preparation of neighbourhood plan.

Wiltshire Core Strategy (2015)
2.4

Policy 1 sets out a settlement hierarchy for Wiltshire, designating four tiers of settlements
subject to differing strategic approaches for future development. These are: principal
settlements, market towns, local service centres and large and small villages. In the context of
the Neighbourhood Plan area, Southwick is designated as a ‘large village’. The ‘Principal
Settlements’ of Wiltshire - Chippenham, Trowbridge and Salisbury - have been identified by
Policy 1 as strategically important centres where new development will be primarily focused,
but new development is also expected in the Market Towns, Local Service Centres and Large
and Small Villages.

2.5

Within Policy 1 of the Core Strategy, Large Villages are defined as: “Settlements with a limited
range of employment, services and facilities.” It is indicated that, for large villages,
“development will predominantly take the form of small housing and employment sites within
the settlement boundaries.”

2.6

Southwick falls within the Trowbridge Community Area. Core Policy 29 (Spatial Strategy:
Trowbridge Community Area) establishes the Community Area as:
• Principal Settlements: Trowbridge;
• Large Villages: Hilperton, North Bradley and Southwick; and
• Small Villages: West Ashton and Yarnbrook

2.7

This reflects the settlement strategy set out in Core Policy 1 and the role and function of
settlements in the Trowbridge Area Strategy.

2.8

In relation to the Trowbridge Community Area, Core Policy 29 states the following:
“Over the plan period (2006 to 2026), 25 ha of new employment land (in addition to that already
delivered or committed at April 2011) and approximately 7,000 new homes will be provided
within the Community Area.

Wiltshire Council (2015): ‘Wiltshire Core Strategy’ [online]. Available from: http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/planning-policy-corestrategy
8
Wiltshire Council (2020): Wiltshire Housing Site Allocations Plan’ [online]. Available from: http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/planningwhsap
9
Wiltshire Council (2017): ‘Chippenham Site Allocations Plan’ [online]. Available from: http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/planningpolicy-site-allocation-plan-chippenham
10
Wiltshire Council (2019) ‘Minerals and Waste’ [online]. Available from: http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/planning-policy-mineralswaste
7
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“At Trowbridge, approximately 5,860 dwellings will be delivered and will involve an area for
strategic growth to the south east of the town (Ashton Park), which extends towards the A350
to the south and the railway line to the west. An additional 950 dwellings will then be developed
at the town only once improved secondary school provision is in place towards the end of the
plan period and there has been a further assessment of effects on protected bat species and
their habitats to ensure that they are properly safeguarded.
“Approximately 165 homes will be provided in the rest of the Community Area over the plan
period. Growth in the Trowbridge Community Area over the plan period may consist of a range
of sites in accordance with Core Policies 1 and 2. Development proposals in the Trowbridge
Community Area will need to demonstrate how the relevant issues and considerations listed in
paragraph 5.150 will be addressed.”
2.9

Notably, these issues include:
•

“Recognising that the villages surrounding Trowbridge, particularly Hilperton, Southwick,
North Bradley and West Ashton, have separate and distinct identities as villages. Open
countryside should be maintained to protect the character and identity of these villages as
separate communities. The local communities may wish to consider this matter in more
detail in any future community-led neighbourhood planning.

•

Development proposals should consider and seek to deliver appropriate measures to
ensure that potentially harmful recreational pressures upon woodland sites to the south
east of Trowbridge are avoided in the first instance and/or mitigated.

•

Woodland sites to the south east of Trowbridge support a breeding population of Bechstein
bats, associated with the Bath and Bradford on Avon Bats SAC. All development will be
required not to adversely affect this designation and to ensure that connectivity with the
SAC is maintained, having particular regard to the Wiltshire Bats SAC Guidance 11.”

Wiltshire Housing Site Allocations Plan (HSAP) (2020)
2.10 The HSAP was adopted in February 2020 and allocates proposals and associated policies
designed to be in general conformity with the adopted Wiltshire Core Strategy (2015) and
national planning policy. It considers sites in relation to the geographic area of Wiltshire
(excluding Chippenham which has been dealt with in a separate Development Plan Document
(DPD)).
2.11 The Trowbridge Community Topic Paper (2018) forms the evidence for the HSAP, summarising
the outcomes of the site selection process in relation to the Trowbridge Community Area.12
2.12 Six available, achievable and deliverable sites are identified through the Trowbridge Community
Topic Paper for allocation at the Principal Settlement of Trowbridge. One of these sites, is a
Strategic allocation of 180 residential dwellings proposed on land at Southwick Court. This site
is allocated within Policy H2 of the Wiltshire HSAP. Although part of the site is within the
boundary of the Southwick Neighbourhood Plan area, the site will contribute to the housing
target for Trowbridge. The following paragraph sets out the justification for its allocation, as per
the Trowbridge Community Topic Paper:
“The site is sustainably located on the edge of the built framework. Development at this site
would extend the built form of Trowbridge town. But if sensitively planned the site would be
capable of being integrated into existing development. Plans should include mitigation
measures in relation to address: screening, surface water attenuation/flood risk control
measures, protection the conservation of heritage assets (in a manner appropriate to their
significance) and biodiversity enhancements, as well as any further measures highlighted
through the planning application process. To achieve a suitable layout and deliver appropriate
mitigation measures, the net developable area would need to be reduced which would result in
site capacity of approximately 180 dwellings.

11

Wiltshire Council & Natural England (2015) Bat Special Area of Conservation (SAC) Planning Guidance for Wiltshire [online]
available at: http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/bat-special-areas-of-conservation-planning-guidance-for-wilthshire.pdf
12
Wiltshire Council (2018): ‘Wiltshire Housing Site Allocations Plan Community Area Topic Paper – Marlborough’ [online]
available at: https://cms.wiltshire.gov.uk/documents/s157772/CATP08aCommunityAreaTopicPaperMarlborough.pdf
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“This site could deliver substantial benefits through provision of a wide range of housing types
including affordable housing provision, together with opportunities for biodiversity
enhancement.”

Housing Land Supply Statement (HLSS) (2018)
2.13 The most recently published Housing Land Supply Statement (August 2019) (hereafter "2018
HLSS"), sets out the current housing land supply position (base dated April 2018), as set out in
Table 2.1 below:
Table 2.1 Housing requirements for Trowbridge Community Area
Area

Indicative
requirement
2006 – 2026

Completions
2006 – 2018

Developable
commitments
2018 – 2026

Indicative
residual
requirement

6,810

3,142

1,660

2,008

Trowbridge CA
remainder

165

264

30

0

Trowbridge CA
total

6,975

3,406

1,690

2,008

Trowbridge

2.14 When considered in the light of Table 1.1, the issues relating to the supply of housing are
focused on the town itself. The large villages (which includes Southwick) in the community area
have already delivered more than was expected and hence there is no need to look at these
areas for the purpose of allocating further land for housing. However, as anticipated by Core
Policy 2 of the WCS, smaller-scale housing growth across the community area remainder will
be capable of being addressed separately through emerging neighbourhood plans.

Wiltshire Local Plan Review
2.15 Wiltshire Council is reviewing the Wiltshire Core Strategy (2015) to be recast as the Wiltshire
Local Plan. The Local Plan will identify land for development up to 2036. An initial
consultation in November 2017 asked about the issues the Local Plan Review should address
in order to plan for the period to 2036. The consultation document is available at:
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/planning-policy-local-plan-review
2.16 This document has been prepared to stimulate discussion on how the review of the Wiltshire
Local Plan should be carried out. At this stage no decisions have yet been made on the future
locations for growth and development.
2.17 The provisional programme for the Local Plan Review suggested that Regulation 19 Presubmission consultation would take place in Quarter 4 of 2019; however this is currently
delayed.

Trowbridge Bat Mitigation Strategy Supplementary Planning
Document
2.18 Following advice from Wiltshire Council, development within the Southwick Neighbourhood
Plan area will be required to comply with Wiltshire Council's Bat Mitigation Strategy (Trowbridge
Bat Mitigation Strategy (TBMS) SPD 2020 prepared in support of the HSAP) which will restrict
the density of housing on any one site.13 The TBMS further states that development on
greenfield sites outside of settlement boundaries is likely to have adverse effects on protected

13

Wiltshire Council (2020) Trowbridge Bat Mitigation Strategy [online] available at:
https://consult.wiltshire.gov.uk/portal/spatial_planning/spds/trowbridge_bat_mitigation_strategy_spd/the_trowbridge_bat_mitigat
ion_strategy_spd (accessed 22/034
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Bat species including the Bechstein’s, Greater and Lesser Horseshoe Bat. This will therefore
be a key consideration for the SEA.

Southwick Neighbourhood Plan Vision and
Objectives
2.19 The vision statement for the Southwick Neighbourhood Plan, which was developed during
earlier stages of plan making, is set out below:
“2036 Southwick will have retained its landscape setting and distinct rural character with
physical separation from Trowbridge.
Development will have been managed to deliver necessary housing, providing for a diverse
population, that is appropriate in type and scale to its location in a large village as set out in the
Wiltshire Core Strategy. The design of new development will be of good quality and feature
renewable energy and climate change adaptation technologies.
The Parish will be cleaner and, where possible, provide a better habitat for nature so that local
wildlife can thrive.
Local facilities will have been improved, including shops, recreational opportunities and open
space, providing a place which fully supports the needs of the whole community.
There will be a better maintained transport network including foot and cycle paths; speeding
vehicles will have been reduced and pedestrian safety improved.
The Parish will have secured benefits from development, in terms of provision of new and
upgraded infrastructure and urban enhancement to match the wishes of the community.”
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3. What is the scope of the SEA?
Introduction
3.1

3.2

The aim here is to introduce the reader to the scope of the SEA, i.e. the sustainability issues/
objectives that should be a focus of (and provide a methodological framework for) SEA. The
purpose of scoping was to outline the ‘scope’ of the SEA through setting out:
•

A context review of the key environmental and sustainability objectives of national, regional
and local plans and strategies relevant to the Neighbourhood Plan;

•

Baseline data against which the Neighbourhood Plan can be assessed;

•

The key sustainability issues for the Neighbourhood Plan; and

•

An ‘SEA Framework’ of objectives against which the Neighbourhood Plan can be assessed.

Further information on the scope of the SEA is presented in Appendix II.

Consultation
3.3

The SEA Regulations require that “when deciding on the scope and level of detail of the
information that must be included in the report, the responsible authority shall consult the
consultation bodies”. In England, the consultation bodies are the Environment Agency, Historic
England and Natural England.14 As such, the Scoping Report was released to these authorities
for consultation between the period Wednesday 18th December 2019 and Wednesday 29th
January 2020.

3.4

Of the three statutory consultees, only Natural England responded to the consultation. The
response states that “Natural England has no specific comments to make on this
neighbourhood plan SEA scoping.”

SEA Framework
3.5

The issues identified through the scoping process were translated into an ‘SEA framework’.
This SEA framework provides a methodological framework for the appraisal of likely significant
effects on the baseline. The SEA framework for the Neighbourhood Plan is presented in Table
3.2 below.

Table 3.2: The SEA Framework
SEA theme

SEA objective

Assessment Questions

Biodiversity

Protect and enhance
all biodiversity and
geodiversity.

Will the option/proposal help to:
•

Protect and enhance European, Nationally and
locally designated sites, including supporting
habitats and mobile species that are important to
the integrity of these sites?

•

Protect and enhance priority habitats and
species, such as ancient woodland?

•

Achieve a net gain in biodiversity?

•

Support enhancements to multifunctional green
infrastructure networks?

In line with Article 6(3) of the SEA Directive, these consultation bodies were selected “by reason of their specific
environmental responsibilities, [they] are likely to be concerned by the environmental effects of implementing plans and
programmes’.
14
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Assessment Questions
•

Climate
change

Reduce the
contribution to climate
change made by
activities within the
Neighbourhood Plan
Area

Support the resilience
of the Neighbourhood
Plan Area to the
potential effects of
climate change,
including flooding

Landscape

Protect and enhance
the character and
quality of landscapes
and villagescapes.

Support access to, interpretation and
understanding of biodiversity and geodiversity?

Will the option/proposal help to:
•

Reduce the number of journeys made?

•

Promote the use of sustainable modes of
transport including walking, cycling and public
transport?

•

Increase the number of new developments
meeting or exceeding sustainable design
criteria?

•

Generate energy from low or zero carbon
sources?

•

Reduce energy consumption from nonrenewable resources?

Will the option/proposal help to:
•

Avoid development in areas at risk of flooding,
considering the likely future effects of climate
change?

•

Ensure that inappropriate development does not
take place in areas at higher risk of flooding,
considering the likely future effects of climate
change?

•

Improve and extend green infrastructure
networks in the plan area to support adaptation
to the potential effects of climate change?

•

Sustainably manage water runoff, reducing
surface water runoff (either within the plan area
or downstream)?

•

Ensure the potential risks associated with
climate change are considered through new
development in the Neighbourhood Plan Area?

•

Increase the resilience of biodiversity in the area
to the effects of climate change, including
through enhancements to ecological networks?

Will the option/proposal help to:
•

Support the character of the landscape
character areas covering the Neighbourhood
Plan Area?

•

Conserve and enhance local diversity and
character?

•

Conserve the capacity for landscape features to
accommodate new development through
considerate planning?

•

Protect locally important viewpoints contributing
to the sense of place and visual amenity of the
Neighbourhood Plan Area?

9
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SEA theme

SEA objective

Assessment Questions

Historic
environment

Protect, maintain and
enhance the cultural
heritage resource
within the
Neighbourhood Plan
Area, including the
historic environment
and archaeological
assets

Will the option/proposal help to:

Land, soil and Ensure the efficient
water
and effective use of
resources
land.

Population
and
community

•

Conserve and enhance buildings and structures
of architectural or historic interest, both
designated and non-designated, and their
setting?

•

Conserve and enhance the special interest,
character and appearance of locally important
features and their settings?

•

Support access to, interpretation and
understanding of the historic evolution and
character of the environment?

•

Conserve and enhance archaeological remains,
including historic landscapes?

•

Support the undertaking of archaeological
investigations and, where appropriate,
recommend mitigation strategies?

Will the option/proposal help to:
•

Promote the use of previously developed land?

•

Protect the integrity of mineral safeguarding
areas?

•

Preserve the openness of the Avon Green Belt?

Promote sustainable
waste management
solutions that
encourage the
reduction, re-use and
recycling of waste.

Will the option/proposal help to:

Use and manage
water resources in a
sustainable manner.

Will the option/proposal help to:

•

Support improvements to water quality?

•

Minimise water consumption?

•

Protect surface water resources?

•

Support improvements to water quality?

•

Minimise water consumption?

•

Protect surface water resources?

Cater for existing and Will the option/proposal help to:
future residents’ needs
•
Encourage and promote social cohesion and
as well as the needs of
encourage active involvement of local people in
different groups in the
community activities?
community, and
improve access to
•
Minimise fuel poverty?
local, high-quality
•
Maintain or enhance the quality of life of existing
community services
residents?
and facilities.
•
Improve the availability and accessibility of basic
amenities?
Reduce deprivation
and promote a more
inclusive and selfcontained community.
Provide everyone with Will the option/proposal help to:
the opportunity to live
10
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Assessment Questions
•

Support the provision of a range of house types
and sizes?

•

Support enhancements to the current housing
stock?

•

Meet the needs of all sectors of the community?

•

Provide quality and flexible homes that meet
people’s needs?

•

Promote the use of sustainable building
techniques, including use of sustainable building
materials in construction?

•

Provide housing in sustainable locations that
allow easy access to a range of local services
and facilities?

Improve the health and Will the option/proposal help to:
wellbeing of residents
•
Promote accessibility to a range of leisure,
within the
health and community facilities, for all age
Neighbourhood Plan
groups?
Area.
•
Provide and enhance the provision of
community access to green infrastructure, in
accordance with Accessible Natural Greenspace
Standards?

Transportation Promote sustainable
transport use and
reduce the need to
travel.

•

Promote the use of healthier modes of travel?

•

Improve access to the countryside for
recreational use?

•

Avoiding any negative impacts to the quality and
extent of existing recreational assets, such as
formal or informal footpaths?

•

Promote accessibility to local health services?

Will the option/proposal help to:
•

Support the key objectives within the Wiltshire
Local Transport Plan (LTP3) to encourage more
sustainable transport?

•

Enable sustainable transport infrastructure
enhancements?

•

Facilitate the maintenance and expansion of
community-driven schemes such as the
community bus service?

•

Facilitate home and remote working?

•

Improve road safety?

•

Reduce the impact on residents from the road
network?

•

Improve pedestrian access to footpaths and
cycle networks?

•

Improve parking facilities for out of work hours?
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4. What has Plan-making involved to
this point
Introduction
4.1

The ‘narrative’ of plan-making and SEA for the Southwick Neighbourhood Plan is set out below,
including ways in which the Neighbourhood Plan’s development strategy has been shaped by
the consideration of reasonable alternatives.

4.2

A key element of the SEA process is the appraisal of ‘reasonable alternatives’ for the
Neighbourhood Plan. The SEA Regulations15 are not prescriptive as to what constitutes a
reasonable alternative, stating only that the Environmental Report should present an appraisal
of the “plan and reasonable alternatives taking into account the objectives and geographical
scope of the plan”.

4.3

The SEA regulations stipulate that the Environmental Report must include:

4.4

•

An outline of the reasons for selecting the alternatives dealt with;

•

The likely significant effects on the environment associated with alternatives;

•

The reasons for choosing the plan or programme as adopted, in the light of the other
reasonable alternatives.

Plan making has been underway in Southwick since 2016 following the approval of Southwick’s
Neighbourhood Area application by Wiltshire Council. The scope, objectives and policies of the
plan have evolved in response to extensive engagement with the local community by the Parish
Council.

Establishing the reasonable alternatives
4.5

Neighbourhood Plans will form part of the development plan for Wiltshire, alongside, but not as
a replacement for the Local Plan. The Local Plan seeks to give communities a solid framework
within which appropriate community-led planning policy documents, including neighbourhood
plans, can be brought forward. Neighbourhood plans are required to be in general conformity
with the strategic policies of the Local Plan and can develop policies and proposals to address
local place-based issues.

4.6

As set out in Chapter 2, the WCS and HASP do not provide a housing target for the
Neighbourhood Plan Area. At the request of Southwick Parish Council, Wiltshire Council
undertook a Housing Needs Survey (2018)16 to establish an indicative target.

4.7

The Housing Needs Survey recommended that eight affordable homes are required in the
Parish for those households unable to afford accommodation on the open market, with specific
recommendations for the tenure and size of units. The Parish Council are therefore looking for
sites that will help reach this target, either through a mix of affordable housing and open market
housing or through exception sites of only affordable housing.

4.8

An independent site options assessment was carried out by AECOM for the Parish Council to
inform the development of the Neighbourhood Plan. 17 Ten sites were identified for detailed site
assessment from the following sources:
•

Wiltshire Council’s SHELAA (2017)18; and

•

Public call for sites exercise (2019).

15

Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004
Wiltshire Council (2018): ‘Parish Housing Needs Survey’ [online]. Available from: https://www.wiltshireintelligence.org.uk/wpcontent/uploads/2019/02/Southwick-Parish-Survey-Report-Final-06.11.18.pdf
16

17
18

AECOM (2020) Southwick Neighbourhood Plan Site Options Assessment
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/shelaa-2017-aug-methodology.pdf
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The summary findings of AECOM Site Options Assessment (2020) can be found at Appendix
B.

4.10 The Site Options and Assessment Report (2020) found that two of the sites are suitable for
housing and are realistic candidates for consideration through plan-making. These are:
•

Site 22 - 70 Frome Road

•

Site 23 - ‘Heli-beds’ Frome Road

4.11 The following eight sites were found to be ‘potentially suitable', and are therefore appropriate to
consider as potential allocations through the Neighbourhood Plan, if constraints are overcome:
•

Site 2 - Land rear of 6a Frome Road

•

Site 25 - Land at 6B Frome Road Frome Road

•

Site 26 - Land north of Frome Road

•

Site 27 – Land off Wesley Lane

•

Site 28 - Land at Blue Barn Farm

•

Site 29 - Land off Wynsome St.

•

Site 30 - Land south of Blind Lane

•

Ste 31 - Land at Fairfield Farm

4.12 In light of the conclusions of the Site Options and Assessment Report (2020), these ten sites
were given further considered and reviewed by Southwick Parish Council for promoting housing
development for the purposes of the Neighbourhood Plan.
4.13 One site, AECOM reference Site 2 Land rear of 6a Frome Road, that was included in the
SHELAA and was categorised by the Site Options and Assessment Report (2020) as suitable,
is now no longer available for development. This was confirmed in writing by the landowner on
5th March 2020. Consequently, Site 2 is therefore no longer under consideration as it is not
available. A total nine sites remain for consideration.
4.14 Sites 22 at 70 Frome Road and 23 at ‘Heli-Beds’ Frome Road (as set out above and in
Appendix B) were identified through the Site Options and Assessment Report (2020) as being
suitable for development. Both of these sites are brownfield land located within the existing
settlement boundary. At these sites there is a presumption in favour of sustainable
development under Wiltshire Core Strategy Policies CP1 and CP2. However, these sites are
very small in size (0.05ha and 0.08ha), and would therefore not trigger on-site affordable
housing delivery under Wiltshire Core Strategy Core Policy 43 (Providing affordable homes).
4.15 While it is recognised that site selection is a matter for plan making and the Parish Council’s
Site Selection Report (2020); Site 22 70 Frome Road and Site 23 Land at ‘Heli-Beds’ are not
considered further as alternatives for the SEA. This is on the basis that they would not
contribute towards the key Neighbourhood Plan objective of delivering affordable homes.
4.16 It was considered appropriate to carry forward the seven remaining sites (with a capacity of
over ten new homes) for assessment through the SEA process. Table 4.1 overleaf sets out the
seven sites, noting new site references for the purposes of the SEA. The locations of these
sites are presented in Figure 4.1.
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Table 4.1: Sites considered through the SEA process
Site no.

Name

Size (Ha)

Site. capacity

A

Land at 6B Frome Road

1.01

15

B

Land north of Frome Road

2.8

30 – 60

C

Land off Wesley Lane

6 (3 hectares per phase)

30 – 60 in 2 phased

D

Land at Blue Barn Farm

4

26 – 27 (Phase 1)

E

Land off Wynsome Street

3.45

50

F

Land South of Blind Lane

1.78

50

G

Land at Fairfield Farm

8.9

267
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Assessment of alternatives
4.17 The SEA process has undertaken an appraisal of the relative sustainability merits and
constraints at each of the seven site options. In this context the options have been considered
in relation to the SEA Framework of objectives developed during scoping (see Table 3.2).
4.18 The SEA process has undertaken an appraisal of the key environmental constraints present at
each of the sites set out in Table 4.1 above, and potential effects that may arise as a result of
housing development at these locations.
4.19 It should be noted that when considering access to community facilities and services, walking
distances have been calculated from the edge of the site using google maps.
4.20 Table 4.2 presents summary appraisal findings in relation to the seven individual site options,
with the detailed appraisals presented within Appendix C.
Table 4.2: Summary of SEA reasonable alternatives assessment findings
Biodiversity

Climate
change

Landscape

Historic Env

Land, soil
and water
resources

Population
and
community

Health and
wellbeing

Transport

Site

Site A
Site B
Site C
Site D
Site E
Site F
Site G
Key
Likely adverse effect (without mitigation measures)

Likely positive effect

Neutral/no effect

Uncertain effects

4.21 All sites have the potential to impact upon the integrity of the European designated Bath and
Bradford on Avon Bats Special Area of Conservation (SAC). As set out in the Trowbridge Bat
Mitigation Strategy (TBMS) (2020), all sites are located within the ‘Yellow Risk’ bat sensitivity
zone whereby mitigation must be deliverable in accordance with the TBMS. Sites A, D, E, F
and G are also located within the Medium Risk Bat Sensitivity Zone for Recreational Pressure
of core roosts, and therefore perform negatively against the Biodiversity SEA theme. In
accordance with the TBMS, any new residential development located within the Medium Risk
Bat Sensitivity Zone will require an allocation from Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) to
ensure mitigation measure can be created for the increase in recreational pressure. Sites B
and C are concluded as ‘uncertain’ at this stage, given they are still located within the ‘yellow’
risk zone, and will require mitigation to be delivered at the detailed design stage.
4.22 In terms of the Climate Change SEA theme, it is recognised that while development at sites
alone is not likely to have a significant negative effect on climate change, development located
with good access to services/ facilities/ employment and public transport will help to reduce
contributions from pre capita emissions. Site A therefore performs as ‘uncertain’ in this respect,
as while there is reasonable access to the limited offer of the village, there is likely to be a
reliance on the car for access to services/ facilities/ employment and public transport. All other
sites perform negatively overall given the risk of flooding at these sites.
4.23 From a landscape perspective, Site A performs as ‘neutral’ given the site is contained within the
built up settlement area, and provides a level of screening. Sites B and C perform as
Prepared for: Southwick Parish Council

AECOM
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‘uncertain’ as while exposed in the landscape to some extent, have a level of screening
provided by neighbouring development and vegetation, and are well connected to existing
residential development along Frome Road. Sites D, E, F and G perform negatively against the
Landscape SEA theme due to potential adverse effects on Southwick’s local landscape
character and rural setting. This is given the location of these greenfield sites on the outskirts
of the settlement, extending into the open countryside. It is also considered that development at
these sites may set precedent for further growth into the open landscape; leading to further
long-term adverse effects. It is noted that Site G performs least well of the options given the
size and indicative capacity of the site, and its disjointed location in the open landscape to the
north east of the village.
4.24 Sites A, C, D, E and G perform negatively against the Historic Environment SEA theme as they
are located within close proximity of a designated heritage asset, and there is the potential to
lead to adverse effects on distinctiveness and/or setting; for example through impacting on
views in/ out of the site. However there is an element of uncertainty at this stage depending on
design and layout of any scheme. Site F performs as ‘uncertain’ as while not constrained by
heritage assets, there is the potential for development to adversely impact upon the historic
villagescape and rural setting of the Parish.
4.25 In terms of the Land, Soil and Water Resources SEA theme, uncertainty relates to the evidence
base, given recent land classification has not been carried out in this location. All sites with the
exception of Site A perform negatively overall given the anticipated loss of greenfield land. Site
A is mixed greenfield/ brownfield and performs as ‘uncertain’ at this stage.
4.26 All sites perform positively against the Population and Community SEA theme given the
delivery of housing to meet local needs, in particular affordable housing. However, it is noted
that Site A would not deliver the full eight affordable homes required through the
Neighbourhood Plan, and therefore performs less positively than all other sites in this respect.
Conversely, Site G would likely over-deliver in this respect, given the indicative capacity of the
site is 267 dwellings. As such Site G performs most positively against this SEA theme. The
Parish Council consider that any exceedance of the target for approximately 30 dwellings (to
meet affordable housing needs) would also perform less positively against this SEA theme as
there would be an overprovision and associated greater population in a location without
services and facilities to support such unbalanced growth. Uncertain effects are concluded for
all sites against the Health and Wellbeing SEA theme as while all sites have good access to
open green space, residents would be reliant on the car to travel out of the Neighbourhood
Plan area for access to health facilities.
4.27 As in relation to Climate Change, uncertain effects are predicted for the majority of sites against
the Transportation SEA theme due to an anticipated reliance on the car to access services,
facilities, employment, and sustainable travel in Trowbridge. Site G performs negatively against
the transportation theme as unlike all other sites, it does not have suitable access to the limited
offer of the village centre.

Selecting the preferred option
4.28 The Parish Council’s Site Selection Report (2020) sets out the reason for selection or rejection
of sites for allocation through the Neighbourhood Plan. These are summarised below:
•

Land at 6B Frome Road (Site A) - Recreational impacts on bat populations in core
woodlands can be avoided through the development of more sustainable sites. A second
site would need to be allocated alongside this site to meet affordable housing needs in full.
Site rejected.

•

Land north of Frome Road (Site B) - There is no known developer interest at this site
and the access to the site is current sub-standard with uncertain options to facilitate the
development. Site rejected.

•

Land off Wesley Lane (Site C) - There are no significant adverse effects identified at this
site, there is known developer interest, and the site is medium sized that could be built-out
relatively quickly by 2036 thereby meeting affordable housing needs. Site selected.
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•

Land at Blue Barn Farm (Site D) - Delivery of this site would result in an isolated form of
development, physically detached from the built-up area of the village. Development would
also cause harm to the setting of designated heritage assets. Site rejected.

•

Land off Wynsome Street (Site E) - Recreational impacts on bat populations in core
woodlands can be avoided through the development of more sustainable sites. The site
forms part of the physical gap between Southwick and Trowbridge, whereby development
would adversely impact character and appearance of the settlement and the rural setting.
Site rejected.

•

Land South of Blind Lane (Site F) - Recreational impacts on bat populations in core
woodlands can be avoided through the development of more sustainable sites. Site
rejected.

•

Land at Fairfield Farm (Site G) - Scale of the site in the context of the village settlement
pattern is considered to be highly sensitive to development, delivering The development of
the site would deliver far in-excess of that which is limited development in the context for
Southwick. Site rejected.

Sites allocated through the Southwick Neighbourhood Plan
4.4

The Parish Council have decided to take forward the following two sites for allocation through
the Neighbourhood Plan:
•

Land at ‘Heli-Beds’, Frome Road for the demolition of the existing structure and the
erection of eight dwellings (flats). This will promote the regeneration of a prominent derelict
brownfield site within the existing settlement.

•

Land off Wesley Lane for approximately 27 dwellings, including 30% affordable housing as
this would be of a limited scale in direct proportion to the affordable housing need with
sufficient land available for mitigation in accordance with the TBMS.

4.5

To support the implementation of the vision for the Neighbourhood Plan discussed in Section
2.24, the current version of the Southwick Neighbourhood Plan puts forward eleven policies to
guide development in the Neighbourhood Plan area.

4.6

The policies, which were developed following extensive community consultation and evidence
gathering, are set out in Table 4.3 overleaf.
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Table 4.3: Southwick Neighbourhood Plan policies
Policy title
Policy 1

Landscape Setting Gap

Policy 2

Biodiversity and Bat Conservation

Policy 3

Southwick Country Park

Policy 4

Local Greenspace

Policy 5a

Site Allocation: Heli-beds site, Frome Road

Policy 5b

Site Allocation: Land of Wesley Lane

Policy 6

Housing Development

Policy 7

Retail Services and Facilities

Policy 8

Open space and Recreation

Policy 9

Public Rights of Way

Policy 10

Infrastructure and Developer Contributions
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5. What are the appraisal findings at
this current stage?
Introduction
5.1

The aim of this chapter is to present appraisal findings and recommendations in relation to the
current Regulation 14 version of the Southwick Neighbourhood Plan. This chapter presents:
•

An appraisal of the current version of the Southwick Neighbourhood Plan under the eight
SEA theme headings; and

•

The overall conclusions at this current stage and recommendations for the next stage of
plan-making.

Appraisal method
5.2

The appraisal is structured under the eight SEA themes taken forward for the purposes of the
SA and that are linked to the SEA objectives, see Table 3.2.

5.3

For each theme ‘significant effects’ of the current version of the plan on the baseline are
predicted and evaluated. Account is taken of the criteria presented within Schedule 2 of the
Regulations. So, for example, account is taken of the probability, duration, frequency and
reversibility of effects as far as possible. These effect ‘characteristics’ are described within the
assessment as appropriate.

5.4

Every effort is made to identify/ evaluate effects accurately; however, this is inherently
challenging given the high-level nature of the plan. The ability to predict effects accurately is
also limited by understanding of the baseline and the nature of future planning applications.
Because of the uncertainties involved, there is a need to exercise caution when identifying and
evaluating significant effects and ensure all assumptions are explained. In many instances it is
not possible to predict significant effects, but it is possible to comment on merits (or otherwise)
in more general terms.

Appraisal of the Neighbourhood Plan
Biodiversity
5.5

The Neighbourhood Plan Area is located within the influence of the Bath and Bradford on-Avon
Bats Special Area of Conservation (SAC) ; designated for supporting internationally important
populations of hibernating Greater Horseshoe, Lesser Horseshoe and Bechstein’s bat. The
SAC is comprised of a network of significant underground sites in both the Wiltshire and Bath
and North East Somerset (BNES) administrative areas, including four nationally important Sites
of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs), namely Box Mine, Winsley Mines, Combe Down and
Bathampton Down Mines, and Brown’s Folly. 19

5.6

The landscape surrounding Trowbridge (including Southwick Parish) is known to be of high
importance for bats, supporting at least 14 of the 18 UK bat species; all of which are protected.
This includes rarer UK species listed on Annex II of the Habitats Directive (European Council,
1992): Greater Horseshoe, Lesser Horseshoe, and Bechstein's bats. 20 In particular, woodlands
to the north east and south east of Southwick are known to support a large and internationallysignificant breeding meta-population21 of Bechstein’s bat, including significant maternity

Natural England (2015): “Bat Special Areas of Conservation: Planning Guidance for Wiltshire” [online] available at:
http://www. wiltshire.gov.uk/bat-special-areas-of-conservation-planning-guidance-for-wilthshire. pdf
20
Ibid.
21
A metapopulation is a group of populations that are separated by space but consist of the same species. These spatially
separated populations interact as individual members move from one population to another.
19
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colonies in Biss Wood, Green Lane Wood and the woods extending to Clanger and Picket
Wood.
5.7

The Trowbridge Bat Mitigation Strategy SPD (TBMS) (2020) considers the impacts of
development in the area on the SAC and sets out an approach for mitigation to avoid significant
adverse impacts.22 Neighbourhood Plan Policy 2 (Biodiversity and Bat Conservation)
recognises that “the entire NDP area falls within zones of sensitivity for those species of bats
which are features of the Bath and Bradford on Avon Bats SAC” (as set out in Figure 5.1 of the
TBMS). Policy 2 therefore states that “all Planning applications will need to comply with
guidance on survey and mitigation contained in the Trowbridge Bat Mitigation Strategy SPD.”
Further to this, Policy 2 highlights that “Development is unlikely to be permitted in areas
identified as being of high sensitivity for bats.” Policy 2 is supplemented by Policy 1
(Landscape Setting Gap), which seeks to "maintain and if possible enhance” the landscape
setting gap of Southwick village “for biodiversity and recreation in compliance with the
Trowbridge Bat Mitigation Strategy.”

5.8

The TBMS considers that greenfield development sites may contribute to both the loss and
fragmentation of foraging habitats, and recreational pressures on the SAC; while pressures
from brownfield housing sites are most likely to be restricted to recreational pressures alone.23
In terms of the proposed housing site allocations in Southwick, the Neighbourhood Plan
recognises that mitigation measures for bats must be integrated as a fundamental component
of the scheme design; and that the master planning process must incorporate core bat habitat
features.

5.9

The Neighbourhood Plan seeks to deliver 27 new homes on greenfield site ‘Land off Wesley
Lane’, highlighting that the site is “of suitable size to deliver an appropriate amount of housing,
including the required affordable homes, alongside the necessary on-site bat mitigation in
accordance with the TBMS.” Policy 5b (Site Allocation: Land of Wesley Lane) requires that
development of the site must “Deliver on-site mitigation in accordance with the TBMS to
demonstrate that sufficient land can be set aside for habitat to mitigate for 100% of the land lost
to the development footprint”. This will contribute positively towards minimising the potential for
any residual adverse effects on the SAC.

5.10 The Heli-beds site allocation along Frome Road is a brownfield site within the adopted
settlement boundary; and therefore is exclusive of the red and yellow bat sensitivity zones for
habitats (TBMS Figure 5.1) and recreation.24 Neutral effects are therefore anticipated.
5.11 The Neighbourhood Plan area is also within the influence of Salisbury Plain Special Protection
Area (SPA) and Salisbury Special Area of Conservation (SAC). The Neighbourhood Plan area
is 5.5 km from the Salisbury Plains, and hence the effects of development within Southwick
should be analysed in line with the requirements set out by Natural England 25 to protect the
biodiversity of the Salisbury SPA and SAC. Disruption to the natural habitat of these species is
likely to have an effect on the wider ecosystem of the SPA and SAC; in particular, Avian
species’ breeding success is known to be highly sensitive to human disturbance.26 Additional
housing within the region has the potential to exacerbate the recreational pressures of the
Salisbury plain, resulting in impacts on these birds.
5.12 The HRA (2020) accompanying the draft Neighbourhood Plan has concluded that following
implementation of the recommendations arising from the assessment no adverse effects on the
integrity of European Sites is anticipated. The recommendations of the assessment are:
• That additional policy wording is included to Policy 6 regarding Salisbury Plain SPA, that
includes the requirement ‘any development proposals at greenfield land on windfall sites
22

Wiltshire Council (2020) Trowbridge Bat Mitigation Strategy [online] available at:
https://consult.wiltshire.gov.uk/portal/spatial_planning/spds/trowbridge_bat_mitigation_strategy_spd/the_trowbridge_bat_mitigat
ion_strategy_spd
23
Ibid.
24
Ibid.
25
Natural England (2019): “European Site Conservation Objectives for Salisbury Plain Special Protection Area Site Code:
UK9011102” [online] available at: http://nepubprod.appspot.com/publication/4786217489006592
26
Wiltshire Council (2012): “HRA and Mitigation Strategy for Salisbury Plain SPA: in relation to recreational pressure from
development” [online] available at: http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/guidance-for-developers-hra-mitigation-strategy-salisbury-plainspa. pdf
Prepared for: Southwick Parish Council

AECOM
21

Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA)
for the Southwick Neighbourhood Plan

Environmental Report

should consult with the RSPB and Natural England to ensure stone curlew are not impacted
by the proposed development and that there is no loss in functionally linked habitat to the
Salisbury Plains SAC/SPA.’ Wording is included in Policy TH11 that states that new
development within or adjacent to Flood Zone 3 will not be supported unless it contains
details of the measures that will be taken to ensure that polluted runoff (including
suspended sediment) does not leave the site and enter the surrounding waterbodies during
either construction or operation.
• That policy wording or supporting text is added to Policy 6 to make reference to and
stressing the requirements of the ‘HRA and Mitigation Strategy for Salisbury Plain SPA (in
relation to recreational pressure from residential development)’ and the Wiltshire Core
Strategy Policy 50.
5.13 The SEA supports the conclusions and recommendations of the HRA, which should be
incorporated to minimise the potential for negative effects arising.
5.14 In terms of nationally designated biodiversity features , there are no Sites of Special Scientific
Interest (SSSI) within or in close proximity to the Neighbourhood Plan area. However, it is
noted that SSSIs coincide with the European Sites discussed above:
•

The Salisbury Plain is classified as a SSSI alongside its status as a SAC and SPA; and

•

The Bath and Bradford-on-Avon Bats SAC includes four SSSIs, namely Box Mine, Winsley
Mines, Combe Down and Bathampton Down Mines, and Brown’s Folly.

5.15 There is Ancient Woodland present in the Neighbourhood Plan area; notably at Vaggs Hill and
High Wood to the north of the Parish. Potential for direct effects on these sensitive features is
limited given the distance from both housing site allocations. In terms of locally designated
sites, none are present within or within close proximity to the Neighbourhood Plan area;
however, there are a number of Biodiversity Action Plan Priority Habitats (BAPs) within the
Neighbourhood Plan area that have been acknowledged for their contribution to biodiversity in
Wiltshire. In addition to Vaggs Hill discussed above, Southwick Park is recognised for its
woodland (young trees) and woodland (low density). The Park offers a diverse range of habitat
including newly established wooded areas, some mature and veteran trees and hedgerows,
pathways and rough grassland, the River Lambrok, ponds and streams. A variety of wildlife is
supported, including several protected species (i.e. eleven types of bats).
5.16 While neither site allocation is considered to directly impact upon the valued habitats within the
Neighbourhood Plan area, more broadly, biodiversity assets are protected and enhanced
through Neighbourhood Plan Policy 3 (Southwick Country Park) and Policy 4 (Local Green
Space). In line with Policy 3, Southwick Country Park will be “protected from development for
uses other than recreational” and “enhanced for recreation and wildlife where possible”. Policy
3 further states that “proposals to sustain or extend the viable use of the Park […] to enhance
biodiversity will be supported providing that a net gain in biodiversity is delivered.” This
positively supports ambitions for Nature Reserve status for the Park, improved wildlife habitats,
and overall increased biodiversity.
5.17 It is noted that “a measurable net-gain in biodiversity” is a criteria for “any development within
the Southwick Landscape Setting Gap” as set out in Policy 1 (Landscape Setting Gap). The
combined approach of establishing a green gap, with an embedded principle for biodiversity
‘net gain’ is considered to contribute significantly to biodiversity objectives with the potential for
long-term positive effects.
5.18 Policy 4 (Local Green Space) and Policy 8 (Open Space and Recreation) could also have
potential for positive effects by virtue of protecting multifunctional green space present within
the Parish. Whilst the main policy intent relates to recreation and amenity, there are likely to be
secondary effects in relation to biodiversity by virtue of maintaining natural spaces for wildlife.
Notably, Policy 4 provides protection to the Baptist Church Cemetery which is valued for “nature
and tranquillity”.
5.19 In conclusion, all development within the Neighbourhood Plan area is required to consult
Natural England which should provide a certain level of mitigation to ensure that no significant
negative effects arise for biodiversity. Following incorporation of the HRA recommendations,
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the Neighbourhood Plan is predicted to have a residual uncertain long term minor positive
effect on biodiversity. The uncertainty in relation to the significance of effects is likely to be
dependent on the implementation of proposed mitigation measures and growth proposed
through the Neighbourhood Plan.

Climate change
5.20 The climate change SEA objectives have a dual focus of reducing the contribution of the
Neighbourhood Plan area to climate change and supporting resilience to the potential effects of
climate change, particularly flooding. In practice, development plans can contribute to
mitigating the effects of climate change by minimising greenhouse gas emissions from the built
environment. Adapting to the effects of climate change includes ensuring development is
directed away from areas at greatest risk of flooding, limiting effects of extreme weather and
reducing urban heat island effects.
5.21 Most of Southwick Parish has a low risk of flooding from rivers (i.e. it is mostly in Flood Zone 1).
However, there is one band of significant flood risk (Zones 2 and 3) that follows the course of
the Lambrok Stream from Upper Studley in the north-west of the parish, across the A361 over
to Southwick Court and then south-west to Blind Lane. In terms of the site allocations, both
sites are not located within identified flood risk zones for fluvial flooding and would not impact
on the functional floodplain.
5.22 Across the village, surface water flooding has recently been a significant issue, one which is
only likely to become greater due to the effects of climate change. Both sites are constrained in
this respect:
•

A small area of surface water flood risk exists to the immediate north east of the Heli-Beds
site; and

•

The southern boundary of Land off Wesley Lane is of high risk of surface water flooding,
and there is a linear area of low surface water flood risk extending through the centre of the
site.

5.23 The Neighbourhood Plan seeks to ensure that the flood constraints are fully considered in
development. In line with Site allocation Policy 5b (Land off Wesley Lane) “development of the
site must ensure development is directed away from land at risk from surface water flooding
and ensure a drainage scheme meets SuDs principles”. Given the specific policy requirement
set out, alongside the provisions of the Wiltshire Core Strategy and the NPPF (2019), no overall
significant effects are anticipated in relation to flooding as a result of development at Land off
Wesley Lane.
5.24 The supporting text of Policy 5a (Site Allocations: Heli-beds Site, Frome Road) highlights that
the area of surface water flood risk adjacent to the site “will need to be mitigated against.” While
it is recognised that flood risk at the site is currently only small, climate change has the potential
to increase the occurrence of extreme weather events such as enhanced precipitation, which
can increase surface water runoff from the River Frome and Lambrok stream. As such, it is
considered that recognising the need for flood risk mitigation within the policy itself would
further strengthen the Neighbourhood Plan in terms of “helping to mitigate against the effects of
climate change in the Parish” (Neighbourhood Plan Objective 9).
5.25 Well planned green infrastructure can help an area adapt to and manage the risks of climate
change (including flood risk). Enabling and providing for green infrastructure within the Parish
is therefore a key way in which the Neighbourhood Plan can help to promote climate change
adaptation measures. Policy 1 (Landscape Setting Gap), Policy 4 (Local Green Space), and
Policy 8 (Open Space and Recreation) could therefore have positive effects, delivering multifunctional benefits such as assisting carbon sequestration and promoting walking and cycling
through an attractive public realm.
5.26 With regards to climate change mitigation, Wiltshire is known to have higher than average
(regional and national) per capita emissions, and the biggest contributor to these emissions is
the transport sector. The Neighbourhood Plan therefore seeks to target local improvements
that can support sustainable transport, a modal shift and active travel opportunities. Notably,
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Policy 10 (Infrastructure and Developer Contributions) identifies “Improvements to sustainable
transport, including footpaths, cycle ways, bus services and charging points for electric
vehicles” as a local priority; reflecting the UK and Wiltshire’s net zero commitments.
Furthermore, it is noted that a ban on selling new petrol, diesel or hybrid cars in the UK will be
brought forward from 2040 to 2035 at the latest, under government plans.27
5.27 The domestic sector is also a contributing factor which can be influenced by plan policies, and
in line with national and local targets, the Neighbourhood Plan should seek to reduce emissions
to achieve carbon neutrality by 2030.28,29 In this context, proactive and pre-emptive planning
can support this emerging focus for climate change. While the Neighbourhood Plan does not
explicitly recognise Wiltshire Council’s climate emergency declaration, the Neighbourhood Plan
policy framework seek to address climate change through setting out climate adaptation
measures as priority contributions expected from development (Policy 10), and supporting
green transport initiatives (Policy 9 and Policy 10).
5.28 Nonetheless, given local targets, coupled with the Neighbourhood Plan’s vision: “the design of
new development will be of good quality and feature renewable energy and climate”, the
Neighbourhood Plan could be strengthened through placing further emphasis on high quality
design within new development. A design led policy could ensure development proposals,
where possible, realise opportunities for integrated renewable energy technologies (in addition
to rainwater harvesting, water efficiency measures, and integrated vehicle electric charging
points). Additionally, the declaration of a climate emergency at the District level could be cited
as part of the evidence base underpinning the policy and appropriately referenced in supporting
text.
5.29 The emerging Stroud District Local Plan (2019) provides an example of several policies, and
supporting policy text, that could be drawn upon in this respect, strengthening Southwick’s
Neighbourhood Plan’s response to the Climate Emergency and aligning well with its vision.
Further guidance documents that the Parish Council may wish to explore in this respect include
Centre for Sustainable Energy (CSE’s) ‘How Green Is My Plan?’ toolkits30,31 and TCPA’s
Neighbourhood Planning in A Climate Emergency32.
5.30 Overall, it is recognised that climate change is a global issue, and that the scale of the
development proposed through the Neighbourhood Plan is not anticipated to lead to significant
effects. Nonetheless, the Neighbourhood Plan policy framework supports local and national
climate change targets, and assuming the above recommendation is adopted, residual neutral
effects are predicted.

Landscape
5.31 As emphasised through the Neighbourhood Plan, the countryside surrounding Southwick is an
inseparable part of its local character, establishing Southwick as a distinct settlement separate
from other villages and from the outward-spreading urbanisation of Trowbridge. Separating the
village from the Trowbridge suburbs is a slice of countryside that forms the rural setting of the
village and which prevents coalescence between the two settlements. To the west of the A361,
the slice consists of the large green space of Southwick Country Park, and to the east lies
mainly open countryside, cut by the Lambrook Stream.
27

Department for Transport and Office for Low Emission Vehicles (2020) Consultation on ending the sale of new petrol, diesel
and hybrid cars and vans [online] available at: <https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consulting-on-ending-the-sale-ofnew-petrol-diesel-and-hybrid-cars-and-vans>
28
In June 2019 legislation passed to commit the UK to a legally binding target of net zero emissions by 2050
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-becomes-first-major-economy-to-pass-net-zero-emissions-law
29
In February 2019 Wiltshire Council resolved to acknowledge that there is a climate emergency and seek to make the county
of Wiltshire carbon neutral by 2030 http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/green-economy-climate-emergency
30
Centre for Sustainable Energy (CSE’s) ‘How Green Is My Plan?’ Toolkit: Rural https://www.cse.org.uk/downloads/reports-andpublications/policy/community-energy/planning/renewables/how-green-is-my-plan-rural.pdf
31
Centre for Sustainable Energy (CSE’s) ‘How Green Is My Plan?’ Toolkit: Urban/ Suburban
https://www.cse.org.uk/downloads/reports-and-publications/policy/community-energy/planning/renewables/how-green-is-myplan-urban-suburban.pdf
32
Neighbourhood Planning in A Climate Emergency (TCPA, Esmée Fairbairn Foundation and CSE)- this is a February 2020
update and expansion of the previous ‘Low-Carbon Neighbourhood Planning’ guidance published in 2018
https://www.cse.org.uk/downloads/reports-and-publications/policy/planning/renewables/neighbourhood-planning-in-a-climateemergency-feb-2020.pdf
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5.32 The Neighbourhood Plan establishes a landscape setting gap through Policy 1 (Landscape
Setting Gap), preserving “the rural character and identity of Southwick village”. Policy 1 seeks
to manage development proposals that may risk undermining the special character of the
landscape, delivering long term positive effects in terms of preserving the wider countryside
setting. Positive effects may also be delivered in terms of planning for green infrastructure.
5.33 The site allocation proposed through Policy 5b (Site allocation: Land off Wesley Lane) seeks to
deliver 27 new homes to the southwest of the settlement. Given its size, there is the potential
for development at this location to adversely impact upon the rural setting and character of the
village, notably given the sites openness to the south. Policy 5b therefore sets out criteria to
ensure adverse effects in relation to landscape are mitigated against where possible. Notably,
Policy FNP14 requires that “The dwellings should be delivered on the eastern part of the site
closest to Wesley Lane to integrate with the existing built up area of Southwick and maximise
the green buffer around the listed buildings to the west.” Furthermore, development of the site
must, “Be underpinned by a robust analysis of the immediate site context and wider village, to
inform scale, massing, form, materials and details of the proposal”. This will contribute
positively towards reducing potential adverse effects on the local villagescape, protecting rural
views and setting.
5.34 Policy 5a (Site Allocations: Heli-beds Site, Frome Road) is a brownfield site prominently located
in the village. The Neighbourhood Plan recognises that being located within the adopted
settlement boundaries, there is a presumption in favour of sustainable development of this
redundant building, and that its redevelopment will provide an opportunity to enhance the
character and appearance of the village. Policy 5a requires that development of the site
“ensure appropriate design and layout mindful of surrounding character, scale, massing and
layout”, supporting the Neighbourhood Plan’s vision of respect[ing] and maintain[ing] the rural
character of Southwick by providing the housing the community needs and wants, at a scale no
larger than is appropriate to Southwick’s status as a large village”.
5.35 In terms of development in the wider Neighbourhood Plan area, in line with Policy 6 (Housing
Development) proposals for infill development outside of the sites identified by Policy 5 will be
supported if they are within the Southwick Limits of Development defined by the Wiltshire Core
Strategy and Housing Site Allocations Plan; and where such development is “of a scale and
form in keeping with surrounding properties”, further recognising the importance of new
development proposals responding positively to its local context. Additionally, Policy 6 states
that “Development should not be permitted in the open countryside unless it is for development
permitted by the exceptions at paragraph 4.25 of the Core Strategy.”
5.36 Green Infrastructure within and surrounding the village is noted for its contribution to the
landscape character, and as such the green infrastructure improvements and new green
spaces proposed through the Neighbourhood Plan (Policy 3 (Southwick Country Park), Policy 4
(Local Green Space), and Policy 8 (Open space and Recreation)) are likely to enhance local
character with the potential for minor long-term positive effects.
5.37 Overall, it is considered that the protection of the Landscape-Setting Gap; reinforcement of the
Southwick Limits of Development (defined by the Wiltshire Core Strategy and Housing Site
Allocations Plan); and provision of a green buffer to the east of Land off Wesley Lane (Policy
5b) will ensure significant negative effects on the local landscape are avoided. Residual
neutral effects are predicted overall against this SEA theme.

Historic Environment
5.38 There is no designated Conservation Area or any Scheduled Monuments located within the
Neighbourhood Plan area. However, the Parish does include a number of listed buildings,
including the Southwick Court Complex in which the only Grade II* designations in the village
can be found. Southwick Court is located within the proposed landscape setting gap, and is an
important element of national and local heritage, being considered of equivalent significance to
a Scheduled Monument.33 Therefore, in line with Policy 1 (Landscape Setting Gap), where
development is permitted it must “protect the group of designated heritage assets at Southwick
33

LUC (2018) Wiltshire Housing Site Allocations Plan Heritage Impact Assessment
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Court and their setting in line with Wiltshire Core Strategy Policy CP58 and national planning
policy, respecting key views into and out of the complex.”
5.39 In terms of the Neighbourhood Plan site allocations, as highlighted in the site appraisals
presented in Chapter 4 of this Report, both the Heli-Beds site and Land off Wesley Lane are
located within close proximity to a designated heritage asset. Both sites have the potential to
affect the views and setting of Grade II listed buildings; however, given the Heli-Beds site is
previously developed, residual effects have the potential to be positive or negative. Policy 5a
(Site Allocations: Heli-beds Site, Frome Road) states that “development of the site must ensure
appropriate design and layout mindful of surrounding character, scale, massing and layout”. It
is recommended that Policy 5a require proposal to specifically consider the potential impact of
new development on views to and from the Grade II Listed Church of St Thomas, located to the
south east of the site. Additionally, policy provisions should be extended to capture the need for
archaeological investigation where appropriate. This will help to strengthen the policy in
relation to the historic environment.
5.40 Policy 5b (Site allocation: Land off Wesley Lane) seeks to address potential adverse effects on
listed buildings present close by, requiring that, for proposals at Land off Wesley Lane, “The
dwellings should be delivered on the eastern part of the site closest to Wesley Lane to integrate
with the existing built up area of Southwick and maximise the green buffer around the listed
buildings to the west.” However, while Policy 5b recognises the potential sensitivity of the site
in terms of the Listed Buildings present, no mention is made of archaeological potential in the
Plan area. As set out above for Policy 5a, it is recommended that policy provisions are
extended to capture the need for archaeological investigation where appropriate.
5.41 In line with Policy 6 (Housing Development) any additional new housing in the area will only be
supported where it is both “within the Southwick Limits of Development” and “of a scale and
form in keeping with surrounding properties.” This will contribute positively towards delivering
Neighbourhood Plan objectives; including to “protect the local historic environment, […] through
ensuring high quality, locally relevant design in all new development.”
5.42 Assuming the above recommendations are reflected through the Neighbourhood Plan policy
framework, it is considered that the Neighbourhood Plan, alongside the higher-level policy
suite, provides a robust framework for the protection and enhancement of the historic
environment. Residual neutral effects are anticipated overall.

Land, Soil and Water Resources
5.43 Policy 5b (Site Allocation: Land off Wesley Lane) allocates greenfield land for development
adjacent to residential development at Wesley Lane and Frome Road. As set out in Chapter 4
of this report, it is recognised that while smaller brownfield sites are supported (i.e. Policy 5a
(Site allocation Heli-beds, Frome Road), there is insufficient brownfield land available to meet
the unmet need for affordable housing within the settlement. As such, there is no alternative
other than the allocation of greenfield land on a suitable site on the edge of the settlement.
Ultimately however, the loss of greenfield land will lead to long-term minor negative effects in
relation to this SEA theme.
5.44 Directing growth to Land off Wesley Lane (Policy 5b) may also lead to loss of high quality
agricultural land. Uncertainty relates to the evidence base, given recent land classification has
not been carried out in this location; however, DEFRA’s Magic Map identifies the site as
containing Grade 3 agricultural land. Grade 3 land has potential to be ‘best and most versatile’
land (though detailed a survey would be required to establish whether the land is Grade 3a or
3b). There is therefore the potential for an uncertain negative effect as a result of Policy 5b.
5.45 Supporting biodiversity and facilitating enhancements to green infrastructure provision in the
Neighbourhood Plan area will likely improve the quality of land and water resources. This will
promote the ability of natural processes to support soil and water quality. Key policies in this
regard includes policies Policy 3 (Southwick Country Park), Policy 4 (Local Greenspace), and
Policy 8 (Open Space and Recreation).
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5.46 It is considered that any issues surrounding water resources will be a matter for Wessex Water.
The Water Resources Management Plan (WRMP) (2019) sets out how water supply and
demand will be balanced over the next 25 years; ensuring adequate supply to homes whilst
also protecting the environment.34
5.47 In light of the above it is considered that the Neighbourhood Plan is likely to have an uncertain
minor negative effect in relation to the land, soils and water resources SEA theme.

Population and Communities
5.48 The quantum and distribution of growth proposed through the Neighbourhood Plan performs
positively in relation to the SEA objective to provide homes to meet local needs. Notably Policy
5b (Site allocation: Land off Wesley Lane) will deliver 27 new homes, ensuring a provision of
affordable housing to address the target of “at least eight dwellings”; set through the Housing
Need Survey carried out by Wiltshire Council (2018). In line with Policy 5b, development must
“Promote a range of high-quality homes that meet required levels of sustainability in
accordance with Core Policy 41 of the WCS.” Additionally, the Neighbourhood Plan seeks to
deliver eight new flats at another, smaller site, in the village centre (Policy 5a (Site Allocations:
Heli-beds Site, Frome Road)) distributing growth throughout the village. The proposed
quantum of homes will help ensure a good mix of different dwelling types, helping to meet a
range of housing needs within the community.
5.49 Growth proposed through the Neighbourhood Plan will provide the opportunity for those with a
local connection to remain in the village in home more suited to their needs as well as
simultaneously provide opportunities for new young families and others wishing to join the
community, helping to support local facilities, businesses and the overall vitality of the village.
Proposals for additional services and facilities are therefore supported through Policy 7 (Retail
Services and Provision); and “the loss of community facilities, services, shops and local
business will be resisted in accordance with Core Policy 49.”
5.50 Policy 10 (Infrastructure and Developer Contributors) further requires that “all new housing and
employment development proposals in the area will be expected to contribute towards local
infrastructure in proportion to their scale and in accordance with National and Wilshire Core
Strategy policy.” Local priorities include, “Support for the provision of a post office” and
“Improvements to safe crossing pedestrian crossing points”, delivering positive effects in
relation to addressing service gaps and catering for the needs of existing and future residents.
5.51 The allotments, Country Park, and Playing fields are all valued facilities. A number of the
Neighbourhood Plan policies are considered positive in principle as they will contribute to
maintain and enhancing green, community spaces serving the village. Policy 3 (Southwick
Country Park), Policy 4 (Local Greenspace) and Policy 8 (Open space and Recreation) are
noteworthy in this respect.
5.52 In light of the above it is considered that the Neighbourhood Plan is likely to have a significant
positive effect in relation to the population and communities SEA theme.

Health and Wellbeing
5.53 The health and wellbeing of residents will be supported by the Neighbourhood Plan policies
which support a high quality living environment, local distinctiveness and landscape/ townscape
character. This has been discussed to some extent under the ‘Population and Community’,
‘Landscape’, and ‘Historic Environment’ SEA themes above. In this context maintaining and
enhancing the attractiveness of the Neighbourhood Plan area will positively affect residents’
quality of life, contributing to the satisfaction of residents with their neighbourhood as a place to
live.
5.54 The allotments, Southwick Country Park, and village playing fields are all valued facilities,
demonstrated through Policies 5 to 7. Policy 3 (Southwick Country Park) protects the Country
34

Wessex Water (2019) Water Resources Management Plan [online] available at:
https://www.wessexwater.co.uk/environment/managing-our-impact/management-plan
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Park from “development for uses other than recreational and enhanced for recreation and
wildlife where possible” while also “support[ing] proposals that will sustain or extend the viable
use of the Southwick Country Park”, including the “development of new recreational facilities
[…] to meet local and visitor needs”. Policy 4 (Local Green Spaces) designates the Country
Park as a Local Green Space (LGS), providing a further level of protection; recognising the
value of the site, serving the recreational needs of local residents as well as the wider West
Wiltshire area. It is noted that Policy 4 also designates ‘The Playing Fields’ and ‘The Baptist
Church Cemetery’ as LGS; protecting and enhancing the village’s wider green infrastructure
offer.
5.55 The Country Park has an extensive network of footpaths, linking several fields which are highly
valued for their recreational amenity. The Public Rights of Way (PRoW) network in Southwick
serve a variety of needs, including connecting the village centre to high quality recreational
spaces, and it is therefore important that they remain accessible to all residents in the local
community. In line with Policy 9 (Public Rights of Way) “proposals should not result in
unacceptable harm to a Public Right of Way or the users of it.” Policy 9 further supports the
creation of new PRoW, delivering long-term positive effects through promoting sustainable
movement and connectivity through the village and neighbouring settlements.
5.56 Sustainable movement is also a key consideration for development at Land at Wesley Lane;
with Policy MARL1 requiring that development of the site “Retain and enhance public rights of
way, ensuring sufficient movement throughout the site”. Additionally, development must
“Create a new, safe access onto Wesley Lane with necessary improvements to ensure
connectivity to local services and facilities”. Protecting and enhancing opportunities for walking
and cycling with the local area will positively impact residents’ health and wellbeing through
improved accessibility and opportunities for leisure, recreation and active travel.
5.57 Healthy lifestyles are further promoted through the delivery of new housing of differing types
and tenures (Policy 5a and 5b) to meet local needs and protect health through access to
decent and affordable homes.
5.58 Overall, significant long-term positive effects are predicted for the health and wellbeing SEA
theme. This is primarily through protecting and improving existing amenities and open green
spaces such as Southwick Country Park and the PRoW Network, allowing continued benefits to
physical and mental wellbeing.

Transportation
5.59 High car reliance is likely to continue as a key issue for the Neighbourhood Area, given its rural
nature and lack of sustainable transport (bus and rail) connections to larger settlements. The
A361 runs through Southwick and carries a large volume of traffic, especially HGVs, which
presents concern over safety for the majority of residents. Whilst strategic interventions are
outside of the scope of the Neighbourhood Plan, it can identify localised improvements that can
support active travel opportunities and local connectivity.
5.60 The Neighbourhood Plan therefore seeks to tackle transport problems where possible; notably
through Policy 9 (Public Rights of Way) supporting the development of the village’s highly
utilised PRoW network. Community feedback suggests that more journeys could be made
using sustainable means of transport (foot, cycle etc.) if the quality of this network was to be
enhanced and protected. Support for network upgrades are therefore supplemented through
Policy 10 (Infrastructure and Developer Contributions), which sets out local priorities for Section
106 or CIL funding; including:
•

“Improvements to sustainable transport, including footpaths, cycle ways, bus services and
charging points for electric vehicles including mobility scooters; and

•

Improvements to safe crossing pedestrian crossing points.”

5.61 In terms of the site allocations, as discussed under other SEA themes, development at Land at
Wesley Lane (Policy 5b) will be required to “create safe access” and “retain and enhance public
rights of way”. Policy 5a (Site Allocation: Heli-beds site, Frome Road) is sustainably located in
terms of access to the village’s services and facilities, and requires that “sufficient on-site car
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parking” is delivered “to meet resident needs”. This will lead to positive effects in terms of
addressing local parking issues and improving pedestrian safety along Frome Road; supporting
active travel.
5.62 Policy 4 (Local Green Space) and Policy 8 (Open Space and Recreation) are considered to
lead to minor positive effects in relation to transportation, on the basis that enhancements to the
green infrastructure and active travel network can play an important role in encouraging more
journeys to be made on foot or by bicycle.
5.63 Overall, while there is likely to be a continued reliance on the private vehicle for travel, it is
considered that the Neighbourhood Plan performs positively in terms of addressing local
congestion issues, supporting the PRoW network, and encouraging modal shift. Minor
positive effects are anticipated.

Conclusions and recommendations
5.64 Overall at this stage, potential significant effects arising from plan implementation are
predominately positive. The delivery of new high-quality housing, protection of rural character
and green infrastructure, and support for a modal shift towards active travel, are likely to bring
about multiple benefits for communities, resident health and wellbeing and biodiversity.
Aspects of the Neighbourhood Plan that significantly contribute to positive outcomes include:
•

A growth strategy that meets identified housing needs, underpinned by evidence that
provides appropriate guidance for the right mix of homes to meet local needs; with an
emphasis on affordable housing delivery.

•

The protecting and enhancement of existing amenities and open green spaces such as
Southwick Country Park and the PRoW Network, supporting health lifestyles and active
travel.

5.65 Uncertain minor positive effects are anticipated in relation to biodiversity given the requirement
for integrated mitigation in the masterplanning of all new development, to address any potential
effects on the Bath and Bradford on-Avon Bats SAC in accordance with the TBMS. Other
indirect positive effects are also anticipated through the protection and enhancement of green
infrastructure assets in the Plan area; notably biodiversity net gain is supported through a
number of the Neighbourhood Plan policies.
5.66 The aspect of the Neighbourhood Plan resulting in a negative outcome relates to the permeant
loss of greenfield/ agricultural land. This is anticipated as a result of the site allocation at Land
off Wesley Lane (Policy 5a). It is however noted that there is uncertainty in terms of the
potential loss of best and most versatile agricultural land.
5.67 The Neighbourhood Plan is predicted to have a ‘neutral’ effect against the remainder of the
SEA themes. The Neighbourhood Plan, assuming recommendations are adopted, sufficiently
protects the local historic environment and high quality landscape; notably through the
designation of a Landscape-Setting Gap.
5.68 In terms of the Climate Change SEA theme, the caseline indicates that a key issue is surface
water flood risk. Both site allocations are constrained in this respect, although residual effects
are not anticipated to be significant once mitigation is taken into account. Assuming the
recommendation identified above is adopted, the potential for any adverse effects will be
minimised, particularly given higher level policy requirements (i.e. NPPF (2019) and Wiltshire
Local Plan). In terms of the wider Climate Change SEA theme, it is considered that the
Neighbourhood Plan policy framework supports local and national climate change targets.

Recommendations
Five recommendations are made through the assessment of the Neighbourhood Plan:
1. The recommendations of the HRA are incorporated into the Draft Neighbourhood Plan.
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2. While it is recognised that flood risk at the Heli-Beds site is currently only small, climate
change has the potential to increase the occurrence of extreme weather events such as
enhanced precipitation, which can increase surface water runoff from the River Frome and
Lambrok stream. As such, it is considered that recognising the need for flood risk mitigation
within Policy 5a would further strengthen the Neighbourhood Plan in terms of “helping to
mitigate against the effects of climate change in the Parish” (Neighbourhood Plan Objective
9).
3. It is recommended that Policy 5a require proposal to consider specifically the potential
impact of new development on views to and from the Grade II Listed Church of St Thomas,
located to the south east of the site.
4. It is recommended that Policy 5a and 5b extend provisions to capture the need for
archaeological investigation where appropriate.
5. The Neighbourhood Plan could be strengthened from a climate change perspective through
placing further emphasis on high quality design in new development. This may include
ensuring proposals, where possible, realise opportunities for integrated renewable energy
technologies (in addition to rainwater harvesting, water efficiency measures, and integrated
vehicle electric charging points). Additionally, the declaration of a climate emergency at the
District level could be cited as part of the evidence base underpinning the policy and
appropriately referenced in supporting text.
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6. Next steps
6.1

Subsequent to the current consultation on the draft Southwick Neighbourhood Plan, the plan
will be updated by the Parish Council to reflect comments received. This Environmental Report
will be updated to reflect the changes made to the plan.

6.2

The Neighbourhood Plan and Environmental Report will then be submitted to Wiltshire Council
for their consideration. Wiltshire Council will consider whether the plan is suitable to go forward
to Independent Examination in terms of the Southwick Neighbourhood Plan meeting legal
requirements and its compatibility with the Wiltshire Core Strategy (2015), Wiltshire Housing
Site Allocations Plan (2019), and forthcoming Wiltshire Local Plan Review.

6.3

If the subsequent Independent Examination is favourable, the Neighbourhood Plan will be
subject to a referendum, organised by Wiltshire Council. If more than 50% of those who vote
agree with the Neighbourhood Plan, then the Neighbourhood Plan will be ‘made’. Once made,
the Southwick Neighbourhood Plan will become part of the Development Plan for Southwick
Parish.
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Appendix A Context review and
baseline
Air quality
Context review
Key messages from the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) include:
•

‘Planning policies and decisions should sustain and contribute towards compliance with relevant
limit values or national objectives for pollutants, considering the presence of Air Quality
Management Areas and Clean Air Zones, and the cumulative impacts from individual sites in local
areas. Opportunities to improve air quality or mitigate impacts should be identified, such as
through traffic and travel management, and green infrastructure provision and enhancement. So
far as possible, these opportunities should be considered at the plan-making stage, to ensure a
strategic approach and limit the need for issues to be reconsidered when determining individual
applications. Planning decisions should ensure that any new development in Air Quality
Management Areas and Clean Air Zones is consistent with the local air quality action plan.’

•

‘Significant development should be focused on locations which are or can be made sustainable,
through limiting the need to travel and offering a genuine choice of transport modes. This can
help to reduce congestion and emissions and improve air quality and public health.’

•

‘New and existing developments should be prevented from contributing to, being put at
unacceptable risk from, or being adversely affected by unacceptable levels of air pollution.’

Published in January 2018 by the UK Government, ‘A Green Future: Our 25 Year Plan to Improve the
Environment’35 sets out policies and goals to help the natural world regain and retain good health. In
this context, Goal 1 ‘Clean Air’ and the policies contained within ‘Chapter 4: Increasing resource
efficiency and reducing pollution and waste’ within the 25-year plan directly relate to the air quality
theme.
Wiltshire Council is required to monitor air quality across the district under Section 82 of the
Environment Act (1995), report regularly to Defra and act where nationally set levels are likely to be
exceeded. Monitoring is undertaken to assess levels of nitrogen dioxide (NO2), sulphur dioxide,
ozone, benzene and particulates. Where exceedances exist, areas are declared as Air Quality
Management Areas (AQMAs) and local authorities are required to produce an Air Quality Action Plan
(AQAP) to improve air quality in the area.
The following policies in the Wiltshire Core Strategy directly relate to the air quality theme:
•

Core Policy 55: Air Quality

•

Core Policy 52: Green Infrastructure

•

Core Policy 60: Sustainable Transport

Summary of current baseline
In line with the Local Air Quality Management (LAQM) as set out in Part IV of the Environment Act
(1995), Wiltshire is required to assess Air Quality standards within the region on an annual basis.
As of November 2019, no AQMAs have been identified within the Neighbourhood Plan Area.
Subsequently, Wiltshire Council does not currently undertake air quality monitoring in Southwick.

HM GOV (2018): ‘A Green Future: Our 25 Year Plan to Improve the Environment’ [online] available at: https://assets.
publishing. service. gov. uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/693158/25-year-environment-plan. pdf
35
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However, the 2018 Air Quality Annual Status Report (ASR)36 for Wiltshire has identified eight AQMAs,
declared due to their exceedances in annual mean concentrations of NO 2. These are as follows:
•

Salisbury;

•

Wilton Road;

•

London Road;

•

Bradford on Avon;

•

Devizes;

•

Marlborough37;

•

Westbury; and

•

Calne.

The closest AQMA to Southwick is Westbury, which is situated approximately 9km from the
Neighbourhood Plan Area. While there is the potential for increased traffic and congestion to
exacerbate NO2 levels in Westbury, it is considered that residents are more likely to primarily travel to
Trowbridge than Westbury, when accessing services and facilities outside of the Neighbourhood Plan
Area. This is given the closer distance to Trowbridge (just 4km), the increased service offer, and the
ease of access along the Frome Road for access to services and facilities.

Summary of future baseline
New housing and employment provision within the parish has the potential for adverse effects on air
quality through increasing traffic flows and associated levels of pollutants such as NO2. However, it is
recognised that the Southwick Neighbourhood Plan itself provides an opportunity to improve public
realm and the movement of pedestrians, through the Neighbourhood Plan policy framework.
Implementation of the aims and objectives contained within the Wiltshire Core Strategy, along with the
policies in the Local Transport Plan indicate that future development within Southwick is not likely to
significantly increase emissions and reduce air quality within the Neighbourhood Plan Area.
In light of the broad air quality mitigation measures contained within the Habitats Regulation
Assessment (HRA) for European designated sites, there is potential for Southwick to improve air
quality both within the Neighbourhood Plan Area and neighbouring communities.

Key sustainability issues
There are no designated AQMAs within the Neighbourhood Plan Area.
Traffic and congestion arising from planned new development within and surrounding the area has the
potential to increase emissions and reduce air quality in the town of Westbury which is the closest
AQMA, (approximately 9km from the Neighbourhood Plan Area), however this is unlikely to be
significant.
The Salisbury Plain SPA is sensitive to air pollution issues associated with traffic emissions. This is
further considered under the ‘biodiversity and geodiversity’ SEA theme’.
Due to the absence of any significant air quality issues within the Neighbourhood Plan Area, the air
quality theme has been scoped out for the purposes of the SEA process.

Chichester District Council (2018): ‘Air Quality ASR for Chichester District’, [online] available from: http://www.
wiltshireairquality.org. uk/assets/documents/council-reports/Wiltshire%20Annual%20Status%20Report%202018.pdf
36
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Biodiversity
Context review
At the European level, the EU Biodiversity Strategy38 was adopted in May 2011 in order to deliver an
established new Europe-wide target to “halt the loss of biodiversity and the degradation of ecosystem
services in the EU by 2020”.
Key messages from the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) include:
•

One of the three overarching objectives of the NPPF is an environmental objective to
‘contribute to protecting and enhancing our natural, built and historic environment’
including by ‘helping to improve biodiversity.‘

•

‘Plans should: distinguish between the hierarchy of international, national and locally
designated sites; allocate land with the least environmental or amenity value […], take a
strategic approach to maintaining and enhancing networks of habitats and green
infrastructure; and plan for the enhancement of natural capital at a catchment or landscape
scape across local authority boundaries.’

•

‘Planning policies and decisions should contribute to and enhance the natural and local
environment by: protecting and enhancing valued landscapes, sites of biodiversity or
geological value and soils (in a manner commensurate with the statutory status or
identified quality in the development plan); and minimising impacts on and providing net
gains for biodiversity, including establishing coherent ecological networks that are more
resilient to current and future pressures.’

•

‘To protect and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity, plans should:
a. Identify, map and safeguard components of local wildlife-rich habitats and wider
ecological networks, including the hierarchy of international, national and locally
designated sites of importance for biodiversity; wildlife corridors and stepping stones
that connect them; and areas identified by national and local partnerships for habitat
management, enhancement, restoration or creation; and
b. Promote the conservation, restoration and enhancement of priority habitats,
ecological networks and the protection and recovery of priority species; and identify
and pursue opportunities for securing measurable net gains for biodiversity’.

The Natural Environment White Paper (NEWP)39 sets out the importance of a healthy, functioning
natural environment to sustained economic growth, prospering communities and personal well-being.
It was in part a response to the UK’s failure to halt and reverse the decline in biodiversity by 2010 and
it signalled a move away from the traditional approach of protecting biodiversity in nature reserves to
adopting a landscape approach to protecting and enhancing biodiversity. The NEWP also aims to
create a green economy in which economic growth and the health of our natural resources sustain
each other and markets, business and Government better reflect the value of nature. It includes
commitments to:
•

Halt biodiversity loss support functioning ecosystems and establish coherent ecological
networks by 2020;

•

Establish a new voluntary approach to biodiversity offsetting to be tested in pilot areas;

•

Enable partnerships of local authorities, local communities and landowners, the private sector
and conservation organisations to establish new Nature Improvement Areas; and

•

Address barriers to using green infrastructure to promote sustainable growth.

38

European Commission (2012): ‘Our life insurance, our natural capital: an EU biodiversity strategy to 2020’ [online] available
at: https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/biodiversity/comm2006/pdf/EP_resolution_april2012. pdf
39
DEFRA (2012): The Natural Choice: securing the value of nature (Natural Environment White Paper) [online] available at:
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm80/8082/8082.pdf
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Reflecting the commitments within the Natural Environment White Paper and the EU Biodiversity
Strategy, ‘Biodiversity 2020: A strategy for England’s wildlife and ecosystem services’ aims to “halt
overall biodiversity loss, support healthy well-functioning ecosystems and establish coherent
ecological networks, with more and better places for nature for the benefit of wildlife and people”.40
The recently published 25 Year Environment Plan41 sets out the Government’s environmental plan of
action over the next quarter century, in the context of Brexit. The Plan aims to tackle the growing
problems of waste and soil degradation and improve social justice through tackling pollution and
promoting the mental and physical health benefits of the natural world. It also sets out how the
Government will address the effects of climate change. These aims are supported by a range of
policies which are focused on the following six key areas:
•

Using and managing land sustainably;

•

Recovering nature and enhancing the beauty of landscapes;

•

Connecting people with the environment to improve health and wellbeing;

•

Increasing resource efficiency, and reducing pollution and waste;

•

Securing clean, productive and biologically diverse seas and oceans; and

•

Protecting and improving the global environment.

In this context, Goal 3 ‘Thriving plants and wildlife’ and the policies contained within Chapter 2
‘Recovering nature and enhancing the beauty of landscapes’ and Chapter 5 ‘Securing clean,
productive and biologically diverse seas and oceans’ directly relate to the biodiversity and geodiversity
theme.
The 2008 Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) 42 for Wiltshire has the following vision: ‘Wiltshire - a place
where people make space for wildlife. Where biodiversity is second nature to everyone, valued by all
for its beauty, wildness and an important resource for future generations. A landscape where wildlife
has space to move and people have room to breathe, helping Wiltshire to flourish in a changing
climate’. The BAP includes a Generic Action Plan, ten Habitat Action Plans, one Habitat Informative
Note and one Species Action Plan, all of which contain a few objectives, targets and actions for the
whole of Wiltshire.
The existing BAP for Wiltshire has been supplemented with a new Landscape Scale BAP 43 which
identifies Landscape Biodiversity Areas to deliver more integrated, landscape scale conservation for
the County.
The following policies in the Wiltshire Core Strategy directly relate to the biodiversity theme:
•

Core Policy 50: Biodiversity and Geodiversity

•

Core Policy 52: Green Infrastructure

The Trowbridge Bat Mitigation Strategy Supplementary Planning Document (2019) provides a clear
and detailed approach to considering impacts of development in the Trowbridge area on the Bath and
Bradford on Avon Bats Special Area of Conservation (SAC). This will help inform strategic planning
for the area’s future housing needs. The Strategy sets out at a strategic level the mitigation that will
be required in association with development to be confident that significant adverse effects to the SAC
are avoided.

40

DEFRA (2011): ‘Biodiversity 2020: A strategy for England’s wildlife and ecosystem services’ [online] available at:
https://www. gov. uk/government/publications/biodiversity-2020-a-strategy-for-england-s-wildlife-and-ecosystem-services
41
HM GOV (2018): ‘A Green Future: Our 25 Year Plan to Improve the Environment’ [online] available at: https://assets.
publishing. service. gov. uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/693158/25-year-environment-plan. pdf
42
Wiltshire Wildlife Trust: (2008) ‘Wiltshire Biodiversity Action Plan 2008’ [online] available at:
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/biodiversity-wiltshire-action-plan.pdf
43
Wiltshire Wildlife Trust (2012): ‘A landscape-scale framework for conservation in Wiltshire and Swindon’ [online] available at:
http://www.wiltshire.gov. uk/corestrategydocument?directory=Studies%2C%20Surveys%20and%20Assessments&fileref=130
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Summary of current baseline
European designated sites
The Bath and Bradford on-Avon Bats Special Area of Conservation (SAC)
The Bath and Bradford on-Avon Bats Special Area of Conservation (SAC) 44 is designated for
supporting internationally important populations of hibernating Greater Horseshoe, Lesser Horseshoe
and Bechstein’s bat. The SAC is comprised of a network of significant underground sites in both the
Wiltshire and BNES administrative areas, including four nationally important Sites of Special Scientific
Interest (SSSIs), namely Box Mine, Winsley Mines, Combe Down and Bathampton Down Mines, and
Brown’s Folly. These component sites comprise extensive networks of caves, mines and man-made
tunnels which are used by bats for hibernation, breeding, mating and as a staging post prior to
dispersal. The grassland, watercourses, scrub and woodland surrounding them are used by bats for
feeding and commuting. Although these habitats are not included in the SAC designation, they are
vital to support the bats which are features of the SAC.
Bat species using these sites include the rare Bechstein’s bat, Greater Horseshoe bat and Lesser
Horseshoe bat. All three species are highly mobile throughout the year and use a network of other
important roost sites in the surrounding landscape. The landscape surrounding Trowbridge (including
Southwick) is known to be of high importance for bats, supporting at least 14 of the 18 UK bat
species. This includes rarer UK species listed on Annex II of the Habitats Directive (European
Council, 1992): Greater Horseshoe, Lesser Horseshoe, and Bechstein's bats. In particular,
woodlands to the north east and south east of Southwick are known to support a large and
internationally-significant breeding meta-population of Bechstein’s bat, including significant maternity
colonies in Biss Wood, Green Lane Wood and the woods extending to Clanger and Picket Wood.
The meta-population of Bechstein’s bats has been shown to be functionally linked to the Bath and
Bradford on Avon Bats SAC, located approximately 6.4km to the north west of Trowbridge.
Potential impacts to the SAC from development

The network of significant roosts for the species of bat associated with the SAC includes sites that are
not covered by any statutory designation, including the breeding colonies of Bechstein’s bats
associated with the Trowbridge woods. The landscape surrounding all significant roost sites is critical
to maintain the populations.
Foraging areas used by bats vary between species and throughout the year, and include a wide range
of habitats which support their invertebrate prey. Suitable semi-natural habitats such as woodlands,
mature hedgerows, grazed pasture, rough grassland, watercourses and wetlands closest to bat roosts
are most likely to be important to the bat populations, particularly for juveniles, however some species
are highly mobile and may forage several kilometres from their roosts on a regular basis.
In order to migrate between the network of summer, winter and transitory roosts, autumn swarming
sites and the commute to and from their numerous foraging areas, bats use established ‘commuting
corridors’. Although bats are capable of crossing (and frequently do cross) large open areas, good
quality connective habitats are preferred. These are generally well vegetated, sheltered linear
features that provide direct routes between foraging areas and roosts.
Significant potential effects to the SAC therefore include impacts to the foraging areas and commuting
routes in the surrounding landscape used by the bats as well as roosts.
It is considered that the effect of lighting is notably significant to bats, as all of the SAC species are
light sensitive and will avoid commuting through lit areas. Removal of vegetation cover or increased
illumination can increase vulnerability to predators such as owls, and this risk may cause them
abandon optimal commuting routes. Although alternative routes may be used, bats tend to use the
safest and most efficient route to move between roosting sites and foraging areas.
Salisbury Plain Special Protection Area (SPA)

Natural England (2015): “Bat Special Areas of Conservation: Planning Guidance for Wiltshire” [online] available at:
http://www. wiltshire.gov.uk/bat-special-areas-of-conservation-planning-guidance-for-wilthshire. pdf
44
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The Salisbury Plain is the largest remaining area of chalk grassland in north-west Europe, and is
instrumental in supporting a variety of important plant and animal species thrive.45 Hence, it is
currently designated as a Special Protection Area (SPA) and Special Conservation Area (SCA) by the
European Council Directive on Wild Birds (2009/147/EC). Authorities have a duty to safeguard the
habitats of wild migratory birds in the area.
The qualifying features of Salisbury Plain SAC 46 are:
•

H5130: Juniperus communis formations on heaths or calcareous grasslands; Juniper on heaths
or calcareous grasslands

•

H6210: Semi-natural dry grasslands and scrubland facies: on calcareous substrates (Festuco
Brometalia) (important orchid sites); Dry grasslands and scrublands on chalk or limestone
(important orchid sites)

•

S1065: Euphydryas (Eurodryas, Hypodryas) aurinia; Marsh fritillary butterfly

The qualifying features of Salisbury Plain SPA47 are:
•

A133(B):) Stone-curlew (Burhinus oedicnemus)

•

A082(NB): Hen harrier (Circus cyaneus)

•

A099(B): Eurasian hobby (Falco Subbuteo)

•

A113(B): Common quail (Coturnix coturnix)

Site Improvement Plans (SIPs) have been developed for each Natura 2000 site in England as part of
the Improvement Programme for England’s Natura 2000 Sites (IPENS). 48 Natura 2000 sites is the
combined term for sites designated as SACs and SPAs.
The Neighbourhood Plan Area is located within 5.5 km of the Salisbury plain, hence the effects of
developments within Southwick should be analysed in line with the requirements set out by Natural
England49 to protect the biodiversity of the Salisbury SPA and SAC.
Disruption to the natural habitat of these species is likely to have an effect on the wider ecosystem of
the SPA and SAC. In particular, Avian species’ breeding success is known to be highly sensitive to
human disturbances. Additional housing within the region may exacerbate the recreational pressures
of the Salisbury plain, resulting in impacts on these birds.50

Nationally designated sites
Special Sites of Scientific Interest (SSSI)
There are no Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) within or in close proximity to the
Neighbourhood Plan Area. However, it is noted that SSSIs coincide with the European Sites
discussed above:
•

The Salisbury Plain is classified as a SSSI alongside its status as a SAC and SPA; and

Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC) (2004): “Salisbury Plain- SPA description” [online] available at: http://archive.
jncc.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=2040
46
Natural England (2015): “Improvement Programme for England's Natura 2000 Sites (IPENS) Planning for the Future Site
Improvement Plan Salisbury Plain” [online] available at:
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/5384236060114944
47
Ibid.
48
Natural England (2015): “Improvement Programme for England's Natura 2000 Sites (IPENS) Planning for the Future Site
Improvement Plan Salisbury Plain” [online] available at:
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/5384236060114944
49
Natural England (2019): “European Site Conservation Objectives for Salisbury Plain Special Protection Area Site Code:
UK9011102” [online] available at: http://nepubprod.appspot.com/publication/4786217489006592
50
Wiltshire Council (2012): “HRA and Mitigation Strategy for Salisbury Plain SPA: in relation to recreational pressure from
development” [online] available at: http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/guidance-for-developers-hra-mitigation-strategy-salisbury-plainspa. pdf
45
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The Bath and Bradford-on-Avon Bats SAC is comprised of a network of significant underground
sites in both the Wiltshire and BNES administrative areas, including four SSSIs, namely Box
Mine, Winsley Mines, Combe Down and Bathampton Down Mines, and Brown’s Folly.

Ancient woodland
There is Ancient Woodland present in the Neighbourhood Plan Area; notably at Vaggs Hill and High
Wood. Vaggs Hill and High Wood are situated in the north of the Parish, and are recognised as the
last remaining Ancient Woodlands in Southwick, instrumental to the flourishing of a variety of flora and
fauna.
The Neighbourhood Plan presents an opportunity to maximise benefits for biodiversity by including
consideration of important habitats, species and designated sites at an early stage of planning for
future growth. To maintain and improve the condition of biodiversity in the future, it will be important to
not only protect and enhance priority habitats but maintain the connections between them. It will be
crucial to effectively coordinate the delivery of housing, employment and infrastructure to ensure that
opportunities to improve green infrastructure and ecological corridors are maximised, both within the
Neighbourhood Plan Area and in the surrounding areas

Locally designated sites
Although Wiltshire hosts approximately 1,500 Country Wildlife Sites (CWS), specifically recognised for
their importance for wildlife, none are located within or close to the Neighbourhood Plan Area.
There are however a number of Biodiversity Action Plan Priority Habitats (BAPs) within the
Neighbourhood Plan Area that have been acknowledged for their contribution to biodiversity in
Wiltshire. These include Vaggs Hill and High Wood discussed above, and Southwick Country Park.
Southwick Park is located in the north west of the Neighbourhood Plan Area and contains woodland
(young trees) and woodland (low density). The Park hosts a number of domestic bat species; and
provides vital roosting sites for aforementioned endangered bats who migrate from outside the area.

Summary of future baseline
Habitats and species have the potential to be adversely affected from future development within the
Neighbourhood Plan Area, including negative impacts on the wider ecological network. Potential
impacts on the priority areas mentioned above should be considered, such as changes in the
distribution and abundance of species and changes to the composition of habitats, exacerbated by
climate change.
Changes within the Neighbourhood Plan Area also have the potential to have impacts on the
supporting habitats and mobile species that are integral to the European designated sites, including
the Bath and Bradford on-Avon Bats SAC and Salisbury Plain Special Protection Area SPA.
Development within Southwick has the potential to lead to physical changes to foraging and
commuting pathways for bats such as artificial lighting, habitat loss, noise and/ or vibration. Further,
recreational activity has the potential to disturb species within the Salisbury SPA.

Key sustainability issues
•

There are two European Designated Sites within the influence of the Neighbourhood Plan Area.
These are the Bath and Bradford on-Avon Bats Special Area of Conservation (SAC), Salisbury
Plain Special Protection Area (SPA) and Salisbury Special Area of Conservation (SAC).

•

There are no Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) within the Neighbourhood Plan Area.

•

There are no Country Wildlife Sites (CWS) located within the Neighbourhood Plan Area.

•

There are a few Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) Priority Habitats (Ancient Woodland) located
within the Neighbourhood Plan Area, including Vaggs Hill, High Wood and Southwick Country
Parl.

•

There are two areas of Ancient Woodland located within the Neighbourhood Plan Area: Vagg’s
Hill and High Wood.
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Climate change
Context review
The UK Climate Change Risk Assessment is published on a 5-yearly cycle in accordance with the
requirements of the Climate Change Act 2008. It required the Government to compile an assessment
of the risks for the UK arising from climate change and then to develop an adaptation programme to
address those risks and deliver resilience to climate change on the ground. For both the 2012 and
the 2017 UK Climate Change Risk Assessment, the Adaptation Sub-Committee commissioned an
evidence report aiming to understand the current and future climate risks and opportunities. The
evidence report contains six priority risk areas requiring additional action in the next five years, see
below51:
•

Flooding and coastal change risks to communities, businesses and infrastructure;

•

Risks to health, well-being and productivity from high temperatures;

•

Risk of shortages in the public water supply, and for agriculture, energy generation and industry;

•

Risks to natural capital, including terrestrial, coastal, marine and freshwater ecosystems, soils
and biodiversity;

•

Risks to domestic and international food production and trade; and

•

New and emerging pests and diseases, and invasive non-native species, affecting people, plants
and animals.

The UK Climate Change Act52 was passed in 2008 and established a framework to develop an
economically credible emissions reduction path. It also highlighted the role it would take in
contributing to collective action to tackle climate change under the Kyoto Protocol, and more recently
as part of the UN-led Paris Agreement.
The Climate Change Act includes the following:
•

2050 Target. The Act commits the UK to reducing emissions by at least 80% in 2050 from 1990
levels.

•

Carbon Budgets. The Act requires the Government to set legally binding ‘carbon budgets’. A
carbon budget is a cap on the amount of greenhouse gases emitted in the UK over a five-year
period. The carbon budgets are designed to reflect the cost-effective path to achieving the UK’s
long-term objectives. The first five carbon budgets have been put into legislation and run up to
2032.

•

The Committee on Climate Change was set up to advise the Government on emissions targets
and report to Parliament on progress made in reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

•

The National Adaptation Programme requires the Government to assess the risks to the UK from
climate change, prepare a strategy to address them, and encourage key organisations to do the
same. For more detail, visit the UK adaptation policy (page 53).

Key messages from the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) include:
•

One of the three overarching objectives of the NPPF is an environmental objective to ‘contribute
to protecting and enhancing our natural, built and historic environment’ including by ‘mitigating
and adapting to climate change’ and ‘moving to a low carbon economy.’ ‘The planning system
should support the transition to a low carbon future in a changing climate, taking full account of
flood risk and coastal change. It should help to: shape places in ways that contribute to radical
reductions in greenhouse gas emissions, minimise vulnerability and improve resilience;

GOV UK (2017): ‘UK Climate Change Risk Assessment Report January 2017’ [online] available at: https://www.gov.
uk/government/publications/uk-climate-change-risk-assessment-2017
52
GOV. UK (2008): ‘Climate Change Act 2008’ [online] available from: http://www. legislation. gov.uk/ukpga/2008/27/contents
53
Committee on Climate Change (2017): ‘UK Adaptation Policy’ [online] available at: https://www.theccc.org.uk/tacklingclimate-change/preparing-for-climate-change/uk-adaptation-policy/
51
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encourage the reuse of existing resources, including the conversion of existing buildings; and
support renewable and low carbon energy and associated infrastructure.’
•

‘Plans should take a proactive approach to mitigating and adapting to climate change,
considering the long-term implications for flood risk, coastal change, water supply, biodiversity
and landscapes, and the risk of overheating from rising temperatures. Policies should support
appropriate measures to ensure the future resilience of communities and infrastructure to climate
change impacts, such as providing space for physical protection measures, or making provision
for the possible future relocation of vulnerable development and infrastructure.’

•

‘Local planning authorities should support community-led initiatives for renewable and low
carbon energy, including developments outside areas identified in local plans or other strategic
policies that are being taken forward through neighbourhood planning.’

•

‘Direct development away from areas at highest risk of flooding (whether existing or future).
‘Where development is necessary, it should be made safe for its lifetime without increasing flood
risk elsewhere.’

6.4

The Flood and Water Management Act54 highlights that alternatives to traditional engineering
approaches to flood risk management include:

•

Incorporating greater resilience measures into the design of new buildings, and retro-fitting
properties at risk (including historic buildings);

•

Utilising the environment in order to reduce flooding, for example through the management of
land to reduce runoff and through harnessing the ability of wetlands to store water;

•

Identifying areas suitable for inundation and water storage to reduce the risk of flooding
elsewhere;

•

Planning to roll back development in coastal areas to avoid damage from flooding or coastal
erosion; and

•

Creating sustainable drainage systems (SuDS) 55.

Further guidance is provided in the document ‘Planning for SuDS’.56 This report calls for greater
recognition of the multiple benefits that water management can present. It suggests that successful
SuDS are capable of ‘contributing to local quality of life and green infrastructure’.
At the local level, the Climate Change Adaptation Action Plan57 produced by Wiltshire Council sets out
the following five key aims for addressing climate risks in the authority:
•

Wiltshire residents have adapted to the challenges of climate change and are supported by
health and social care systems.

•

Wiltshire businesses are prepared for the risks from a changing climate.

•

Wiltshire balances the needs of fragile ecosystems with demand for resources for development.

•

Wiltshire Council has effective plans, policies and resources in place to respond to severe
weather events.

•

New infrastructure is planned and designed to account for the projected changes in climate.

54

Flood and Water Management Act (2010) [online] available at: http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/29/contents>
N. B. The provision of Schedule 3 to the Flood and Water Management Act 2010 came into force on the 1st of October 2012
and makes it mandatory for any development in England or Wales to incorporate SuDs.
56
CIRIA (2010) ‘Planning for SuDs – making it happen’ [online] available at http://www.ciria.
org/Resources/Freepublications/Planningfor_SuDS_ma. aspx
57
Wiltshire Council (2016) ‘Wiltshire Council – Climate Change Adaptation Action Plan’ [online] available at:
http://www.wiltshire. gov. uk/green-economy-climate-change
55
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The Local Flood Risk Management Strategy for Wiltshire58 has an overarching vision of ‘working
together to manage local flood risk in Wiltshire.’ A number of strategic measures are identified to
address the following five objectives:
•

Improve knowledge regarding flood risk;

•

Improve protection from flooding;

•

Improve resilience to flooding;

•

Improve the environment; and

•

Impact communications about flooding issues.

The following policies in the Wiltshire Core Strategy directly relate to the climate change theme:
•

Core Policy 41: Sustainable Construction and Low Carbon Energy

•

Core Policy 42: Standalone Renewable Energy Installations

•

Core Policy 52: Green Infrastructure

•

Core Policy 60: Sustainable Transport

•

Core Policy 67: Flood Risk

•

Core Policy 68: Water Resources

Summary of current baseline
Contribution to climate change
Reducing greenhouse gas (GhG) emissions is widely acknowledged as a key element of climate
change mitigation. CO2 emissions in particular are associated with a changing climate and will
become an area of even greater focus for mitigating climate change following Wiltshire County
Council’s declaration of a climate emergency in July 2019.
CO2 emissions from the built environment are monitored and recorded at Local Authority level. In
relation to greenhouse gas emissions, source data from the Department of Energy and Climate
Change suggests that Wiltshire has had broadly higher per capita emissions than the South West of
England since 2005. The rate of emissions reduction for Wiltshire is higher than the rate for the South
West region and England. Wiltshire has seen a 42.1% reduction in total emissions per capita since
2005, higher than Regional (38%) and National (40%) figures.

Flood risk
The areas at highest risk of fluvial flooding in the Neighbourhood Plan Area are areas immediately
adjacent to the River Frome (North West) and the Lambrok stream (North East). It is however noted
that the Environment Agency now refer to the Lambrok as a main river.59
The River Frome flows North East through the Neighbourhood Plan Area as a major tributary of the
River Avon, whilst the Lambrok stream which meets the River Biss at Trowbridge. The areas
surrounding these watercourses are in the high-risk category (Flood Zone 3), indicating that the
annual risk of flooding is at least 1%, and flood defences in this area are fallible.
Surface water flooding is also a risk within a Neighbourhood Plan Area. There is also medium-to-high
risk associated with areas surrounding the network of the Lambrok stream and the Frome River.

Summary of future baseline
New development could have the potential to increase flood risk through factors such as changing
surface and ground water flows, overloading existing inputs to the drainage and wastewater networks
Wiltshire Council (2015) ‘Wiltshire Local Flood Risk Management Strategy’ [online] available at: http://www.wiltshire
gov.uk/comm-local-flood-risk-management-strategy. pdf
59
Environment Agency (2020) Catchment Data Explorer [online] available at: https://environment.data.gov.uk/catchmentplanning/WaterBody/GB109053021800
58
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or increasing the number of residents exposed to areas of existing flood risk. Further, climate change
has the potential to increase the occurrence of extreme weather events such as enhanced
precipitation, which can increase surface water runoff from the River Frome and Lambrok stream.
This may put residents, property and development at a high risk of flood exposure.
A Critical Drainage Area (CDA) is a discrete geographic area where multiple and interlinked sources
of flood risk cause flooding in one or more Local Flood Risk Zones (LFRZ) during severe weather,
impacting people, property and/or local infrastructure. Wiltshire Council may wish to designate their
own CDAs (in the absence of any designations from the Environment Agency) within the
Neighbourhood Plan Area in the future, for reasons such as surface water capacity issues.
Per capita emissions in the Neighbourhood Plan Area are likely to decline over time in line with the
trend evident at district, regional and national scale as energy efficiency measures, renewable energy
take-up and new technologies, such as electric vehicles, become more widely adopted. The
declaration of a climate emergency in Wiltshire will likely see greater focus on the role that planmaking can play in tackling harmful emissions. However, increases in the built footprint of the
Neighbourhood Plan Area would contribute to increases in the absolute levels of greenhouse gas
emissions but this is recognised as a global not local issue.

Key sustainability issues
•

The total CO2 emissions per capita within Wiltshire is greater than the regional and national
totals; however, the percentage reduction of emissions within Wiltshire between 2005 and 2017
were greater than the average reductions in the South West of England and the whole of
England.

•

The majority of the Neighbourhood Plan Area is located within fluvial Flood Zone 1, showing that
there is a <0.1% chance of river flooding in any given year. However, the areas immediately
adjacent to the River Frome and the Lambrok stream are located within Flood Zone 3, where
there is a 1% or greater chance of flooding happening each year.

•

Areas immediately surrounding the River Frome on the West side of the Plan area and the
Lambrok stream network are susceptible to surface water flooding (medium-to-high risk).

•

Following the declaration of a Climate Emergency, Wiltshire County Council should seek to
increase the resilience of the Neighbourhood Plan Area to the effects of climate change by
supporting and equipping local authorities with the means to lower residents’ exposure to flood
risk.

Landscape
Policy context
Key messages from the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) include:
•

‘Great weight should be given to conserving and enhancing landscape and scenic beauty in
National Parks, the Broads and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty […]. The conservation and
enhancement of wildlife and cultural heritage are also important considerations in these areas
and should be given great weight in National Parks and the Broads. The scale and extent of
development within these designated areas should be limited.’

•

‘Strategic policies should set out an overall strategy making provision for ‘conservation and
enhancement of the natural, built and historic environment, including landscapes and green
infrastructure.’

•

‘Planning policies and decisions should ensure that developments ‘are sympathetic to local
character and history, including the surrounding built environment and landscape setting, while
not preventing or discouraging appropriate innovation of change (such as increased densities).’

•

‘Planning policies and decisions should contribute to and enhance the natural and local
environment by:

•

protecting and enhancing valued landscapes, sites of biodiversity or geological value and soils
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•

recognising the intrinsic character and beauty of the countryside, and the wider benefits from
natural capital and ecosystem services – including the economic and other benefits of the best
and most versatile agricultural land, and of trees and woodland; and

•

remediating and mitigating despoiled, degraded, derelict, contaminated and unstable land, where
appropriate.’

The policies contained within Chapter 2 ‘Recovering nature and enhancing the beauty of landscapes’
and Goal 6 ‘Enhanced beauty, heritage and engagement with the natural environment’ of the
Government’s ‘‘A Green Future: Our 25 Year Plan to Improve the Environment’ directly relates to the
landscape theme.
Core Policy 51 (Landscape) of the Wiltshire Core Strategy directly relates to this theme.

Summary of current baseline
Designated sites
An area of outstanding natural beauty (AONB) is land protected by the Countryside and Rights of Way
Act 2000 (CROW Act). It protects the land to conserve and enhance its natural beauty. The North
Wiltshire Cotswold AONB is located 4km west of the Southwick Parish border.60
Core Policy 51 of the Wiltshire Core Strategy notes the need to preserve the aesthetic amenities of
the Cotswolds AONB in order to ‘protect, conserve and enhance Wiltshire’s distinctive landscape
character’. Given the distance of the Neighbourhood Plan Area from the AONB and the relatively flat
topography of the area, development within Southwick is not anticipated to impact upon the Cotswold
AONB.
Nonetheless, while the Neighbourhood Plan Area is not directly visible from the Cotswolds AONB,
consideration should be given to the potential aesthetic impacts the development might have on the
distinctive countryside character of the surrounding area.

National Character Areas
The Neighbourhood Plan Area lies within the National Character Area (NCA): 117 Avon Wales. The
Avon Wales NCA is predominantly composed of variable arable and pasture land in the form of
incongruent, small-to-medium sized fields on undulating fields with mostly hedgerow boundaries with
few hedgerow trees, varying in shape from irregular piecemeal enclosure to rectilinear planned
enclosure clay vale.

Landscape character

At the local level, the Wiltshire Landscape Character Assessment61 describes the variations in
character between different types of area and landscape in the County.
The Neighbourhood Plan Area landscape type that corresponds to those identified in the Wiltshire
Landscape Character Assessment (LCA) is E3: Rolling Clay Lowland (North Bradley).
In Southwick, a stronger urban feel is apparent compared to the south of the region. This is
predominantly due to the congestion associated with Trowbridge and the White Horse Business Park,
situated along the A361 and A363.

Summary of future baseline
New development has the potential to lead to incremental but small changes in landscape and
villagescape character and quality in and around the Neighbourhood Plan Area. This includes from
the loss of landscape features and areas with an important visual amenity value.
In the absence of the Neighbourhood Plan, inappropriate development within the open countryside or
countryside setting could place increased pressure on local landscapes/ townscapes and their

Southwick Parish Council (2019): “Southwick Neighbourhood Development Plan- Draft for Consultation” available at:
http://www.southwickwilts.co.uk/southwick-village-neighbourhood-plan. php
61
Wiltshire Council (2005): ‘Wiltshire Landscape Character Assessment’ [online] available at:
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/planning-landscape-conservation
60
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settings. This may negatively impact upon the landscape features which contribute to the distinctive
character and setting of the LCAs which define the Neighbourhood Plan Area.

Key sustainability issues
•

There are no Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty within the Neighbourhood Plan Area. The
closest AONB is the Cotswolds, which is approximately 4km from Southwick.

•

The Neighbourhood Plan Area has a distinctive countryside character.

•

The Neighbourhood Plan Area is located within the Avon Wales NCA, described as variable
arable and pasture land in the form of incongruent, small to medium sized fields on undulating
fields. The Neighbourhood Plan Area landscape type is identified as E3: Rolling Clay Lowland
(North Bradley). Features include: gently rolling farmland based on clay, extensive views, and
pasture with a few scattered ancient woodland blocks.

Historic environment
Context review
Key messages from the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) include:
•

Heritage assets should be recognised as an ‘irreplaceable resource’ that should be conserved in
a ‘manner appropriate to their significance’, taking account of ‘the wider social, cultural, economic
and environmental benefits’ of conservation, whilst also recognising the positive contribution new
development can make to local character and distinctiveness.

•

Plans should set out a ‘positive strategy’ for the ‘conservation and enjoyment of the historic
environment’, including those heritage assets that are most at risk.

•

‘When considering the impact of a proposed development on the significance of a designated
heritage asset, great weight should be given to the asset’s conservation (and the more important
the asset, the greater the weight should be). This is irrespective of whether any potential harm
amounts to substantial harm, total loss of less than substantial harm to its significance.’

The policies contained within Chapter 2 ‘Recovering nature and enhancing the beauty of landscapes’
and Goal 6 ‘Enhanced beauty, heritage and engagement with the natural environment’ of the
Government’s ‘’A Green Future: Our 25 Year Plan to Improve the Environment’ directly relates to the
historic environment theme.
The Government’s Statement on the Historic Environment for England 62 sets out its vision for the
historic environment. It calls for those who have the power to shape the historic environment to
recognise its value and to manage it in an intelligent manner in light of the contribution that it can
make to social, economic and cultural life.
Historic England is the statutory body that helps people care for, enjoy and celebrate England’s
spectacular historic environment. Guidance and advice notes provide essential information for local
planning authorities, neighbourhood groups, developers, consultants, landowners and other
interested parties on historic environment considerations, and are regularly reviewed and updated in
light of legislative changes. The following guidance and advice notes are particularly relevant and
should be read in conjunction with the others.
Conservation Area Designation, Appraisal and Management: Historic England Advice Note 1
(February 2016)63 outlines ways to manage change that conserves and enhances historic areas in
order to positively contribute to sustainable development. Principally, the advice note emphasises the
importance of:

HM Government (2010): ‘The Government’s Statement on the Historic Environment for England’ [online] available from:
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/+/http://www.culture.gov.uk/reference_library/publications/6763.aspx
63
Historic Enaland (2016): ‘Conservation Area Designation, Appraisal and Management: Advice Note 1’ [online] available from:
https://historicengland. org. uk/images-books/publications/conservation-area-designation-appraisal-management-advice-note1/
62
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•

Understanding the different types of special architectural and historic interest which underpin the
designations; and

•

Recognising the value of implementing controls through the appraisal and/or management plan
which positively contribute to the significance and value of Conservation Areas.

Sustainability Appraisal (SA) and Strategic Environment Assessment (SEA): Historic England Advice
Note 8 (December 2016)64 provides support to all stakeholders involved in assessing the effects of
certain plans and programmes on the historic environment. It offers advice on heritage considerations
during each stage of the SA/SEA process and helps to establish the basis for robust and
comprehensive assessments.
Historic Environment Good Practice Advice in Planning Note 3: The Setting of Heritage Assets (2nd
Edition) (December 2017)65 provides general advice on understanding setting, and how it may
contribute to the significance of heritage assets and allow that significance to be appreciated, as well
as advice on how views can contribute to setting. Specifically, Part 2 of the advice note outlines a five
stepped approach to conducting a broad assessment of setting:
•

Step 1: Identify which heritage assets and their settings are affected;

•

Step 2: Assess the degree to which these settings contribute to the significance of the heritage
asset(s) or allow significance to be appreciated;

•

Step 3: Assess the effects of the proposed development, whether beneficial or harmful, on that
significance or on the ability to appreciate it;

•

Step 4: Explore ways to maximise enhancement and avoid or minimise harm; and

•

Step 5: Make and document the decision and monitor outcomes.

Neighbourhood Planning and the Historic Environment: Historic England Advice Note 11 (October
2018)66 outlines the importance of considering the historic environment whilst preparing the plan
(section 1), which culminates in a checklist of relevant of issues to consider, followed by an overview
of what this means in terms of evidence gathering (section 2). Sections 3 to 5 of the advice note
focus on how to translate evidence into policy, understand the SEA process and Historic England’s
role in neighbourhood planning.

Summary of current baseline
Historic evolution and character of Southwick67
Southwick was originally part of the old rural parish of Bradley until 1866, and many of its listed
buildings still sit around the junction around the road to North Bradley, and along the A361. Although
benefitting considerably from the wool industry in the 16th century, advances in technology making
handlooms redundant led to a large decline in the population and the demolishing of many of
Southwick’s smaller cottages. A significant proportion of Southwick’s development is dated to be from
the 1930s onwards, and the area is relatively modern in character. There are few archaeological finds
and features in the parish, and these do not suggest continuous occupation from a very early period.

Designated heritage assets
There are no scheduled monuments, Conservation Areas, or Registered Parks and Gardens within
the Neighbourhood Plan Area.
In terms of listed buildings, there are no Grade 1 listed buildings within the Neighbourhood Plan Area.
There are two Grade II* listed building in the Southwick area: The Gatehouse and Bridge over Moat at
Southwick Court Farmhouse and Southwick Court Farmhouse. There are twenty Grade II nationally
Historic England (2016): ‘SA and SEA: Advice Note 8’ [online] available at: https://historicengland. org. uk/imagesbooks/publications/sustainability-appraisal-and-strategic-environmental-assessment-advice-note-8/
65
Historic England (2017): ‘Setting of Heritage Assets: 2nd Edition’ [online] available at: https://historicengland.org.uk/imagesbooks/publications/gpa3-setting-of-heritage-assets/
66
Historic England (2018): ‘Neighbourhood Planning and the Historic Environment’ [online] available at: https://historicengland.
org. uk/images-books/publications/neighbourhood-planning-and-the-historic-environment/ [
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Wiltshire Council (2011): ‘Wiltshire Community History’ [ONLINE]. Available from:
https://history.wiltshire.gov.uk/community/getcom.php?id=206
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designated listed buildings which are protected through the Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas
Act 1990.
Heritage at Risk
Since 2008, Historic England has released an annual Heritage at Risk Register. The Heritage at Risk
Register highlights the Grade I and Grade II* listed buildings, Scheduled Monuments, historic parks
and gardens, registered battlefields, wreck sites and Conservation Areas deemed to be ‘at risk’. As of
November 2019, the Heritage at Risk Register, has identified no designated heritage assets in the
Neighbourhood Plan Area are at risk68:
Locally important heritage features
Southwick was one of the earliest and largest centres of the Baptist movement in Wiltshire, giving rise
to many Particular Baptist communities in the area. The site of the Open-Air Baptistery in Wynsome
St has been in use since 1655, it was rebuilt and formalised in 1937 and is listed as a rare surviving
structure associated with a significant religious practice.
The village church of Saint Thomas was built in 1899–1904 in the Gothic Revival style and is major
local landmark, and the Baptist Church with its Victorian pews is an example of Non-conformist
architecture of its time. Both Churches are Grade II listed, in addition to the railings, gates and gate
piers which stand outside the Baptist Church.
Protecting these heritage sites with significant local importance should be prioritised for developments
within the Neighbourhood Plan area.

Summary of future baseline
New development in the Neighbourhood Plan Area has the potential to impact on the fabric and
setting of heritage assets; for example, through inappropriate design and layout. It is however
recognised that the heritage offer within Southwick Parish is limited.
New development need not be harmful to the significance of a heritage asset, and in the context of
the Neighbourhood Plan Area there may be opportunity for new development to enhance the historic
setting of the village and better reveal assets’ heritage significance.

Key sustainability issues
•

The Neighbourhood Plan Area is limited in terms of heritage assets; containing twenty Grade II,
two Grade II* and no Grade 1 nationally designated listed buildings.

•

There are no scheduled monuments and conservation areas within the Neighbourhood Plan
Area.

Land, soil and water resources
Context review
The EU’s Soil Thematic Strategy69 presents a strategy for protecting soil resources in Europe. The
main aim of the strategy is to minimise soil degradation and limit associated detrimental effects linked
to water quality and quantity, human health, climate change, biodiversity, and food safety.
Adopted in October 2000, the purpose of the EU Water Framework Directive (WFD) is to establish a
framework for the protection of inland surface waters, transitional waters, coastal waters and
groundwater, driving a catchment-based approach to water management. In England and Wales
there are 100 water catchments and it is Defra’s intention is to establish a ‘framework for integrated
catchment management’ across England. The Environment Agency is establishing ‘Significant Water

68
69

Historic England (2018): ‘Heritage at Risk Register’ [online] available at: https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/heritage-at-risk/
European Commission (2006): ‘Soil Thematic Policy’ [online] available at: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/soil/three_en.htm
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Management Issues’ and recently presented second River Basin Management Plans to ministers.
The plans seek to deliver the objectives of the WFD namely:
•

Enhance the status and prevent the further deterioration of aquatic ecosystems and associated
wetlands which depend on aquatic ecosystems;

•

Promote the sustainable use of water;

•

Reduce the pollution of water, especially by ‘priority’ and ‘priority hazardous’ substances;

•

Ensure the progressive reduction of groundwater pollution; and

•

Contribute to achieving ‘good’ water quality status for as many waterbodies as possible by 2027.

Key messages from the NPPF include:
•

‘Planning policies and decisions should contribute to and enhance the natural and local
environment by:

•

protecting and enhancing valued landscapes, sites of biodiversity or geological value and soils;
and

•

recognising the intrinsic character and beauty of the countryside, and the wider benefits from
natural capital and ecosystem services – including the economic and other benefits of the best
and most versatile agricultural land, and of trees and woodland.’

•

Prevent new or existing development from being ‘adversely affected’ by the presence of
‘unacceptable levels’ of soil pollution or land instability and be willing to remediate and mitigate
‘despoiled, degraded, derelict, contaminated and unstable land, where appropriate’.

•

‘Planning policies and decisions should promote an effective use of land in meeting the need for
homes and other uses, while safeguarding and improving the environment and ensuring safe and
healthy living conditions. Strategic policies should set out a clear strategy for accommodating
objectively assessed needs, in a way that makes as much use as possible of previouslydeveloped or ‘brownfield’ land.’

•

‘Encourage multiple benefits from both urban and rural land, including through mixed use
schemes and taking opportunities to achieve net environmental gains.’

•

Planning policies and decisions should ‘give substantial weight to the value of using suitable
brownfield land within settlements for homes and other identified needs’, and ‘promote and
support the development of under-utilised land and buildings.’

•

Taking a proactive approach to mitigating and adapting to climate change, considering the longterm implications for water supply.

•

Prevent new and existing development from contributing to, being put at unacceptable risk from,
or being adversely affected by unacceptable levels of water pollution.

•

The government has produced a separate plan that specifically deals with planning policy in
relation to waste management70; this should be read in conjunction with the NPPF.

Along with the policies contained within Chapter 1 ‘Using and managing land sustainably’ and Chapter
4 ‘Increasing resource efficiency, and reducing pollution and waste’, Goal 2 ‘Clean and plentiful water’,
Goal 5 ‘Using resources from nature more sustainably and efficiently’ and Goal 8 ‘Minimising waste’ of
the Government’s ‘A Green Future: Our 25 Year Plan to Improve the Environment’ directly relates to
the Land, Soil and Water Resources theme.
Other key documents at the national level include ‘Safeguarding our Soils: A Strategy for England’71,
which sets out a vision for soil use in England, and the ‘Water White Paper’72, which sets out the
Government’s vision for a more resilient water sector. It states the measures that will be taken to
tackle issues such as poorly performing ecosystems, and the combined impacts of climate change
Department for Communities and Local Government (2014): ‘National Planning Policy for Waste’ available at: https://www.
gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-for-waste
71
Defra (2009): ‘Safeguarding our Soils: A strategy for England’ [online] available at: https://www. gov.
uk/government/publications/safeguarding-our-soils-a-strategy-for-england
72
Defra (2011): ‘Water for life (The Water White Paper)’ [online] available from: http://www. official-documents.
gov.uk/document/cm82/8230/8230. pdf
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and population growth on stressed water resources. In terms of waste management, the
Government Review of Waste Policy in England73 recognises that environmental benefits and
economic growth can be the result of a more sustainable approach to the use of materials.
In terms of land preservation, the NPPF sets out core land planning principles that should underpin
both plan-making and decision taking. These include the preservation and maintenance of green
belts, which have several purposes:
•

‘to check the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas

•

to prevent neighbouring towns merging into one another

•

to assist in safeguarding the countryside from encroachment

•

to preserve the setting and special character of historic towns; and

•

to assist in urban regeneration, by encouraging the recycling of derelict and other urban land’.

In terms of waste management, the Government Review of Waste Policy in England74 recognises that
environmental benefits and economic growth can result from a more sustainable approach to the use
of materials.
The National Waste Management Plan75 provides an analysis of the current waste management
situation in England and evaluates how it will support the implementation of the objectives and
provisions of the revised Waste Framework Directive 76. This includes an assessment of the need for
new collection schemes, additional waste infrastructure and investment channels, as well as providing
general or strategic waste management policies.
The following policies in the Wiltshire Core Strategy directly relate to the land, soil and water
resources theme:
•

Core Policy 56: Contaminated Land

•

Core Policy 68: Water Resources

Summary of current baseline
Soil resources
The Agricultural Land Classification (ALC) classifies land into size grades (plus ‘non-agricultural land’
and ‘urban’), where Grades 1 to 3a are recognised as being the ‘best and most versatile’ land and
Grades 3b to 5 of poorer quality. In this context, there is a need to avoid loss of higher quality ‘best
and most versatile’ agricultural land.
The Neighbourhood Plan Area is located south of the Avon Bristol Rural Catchment, where land use is
mainly agricultural (dairy and beef farming). Hence, for land management purposes, adequate soil
quality is desirable.
In terms of the location of the best and most versatile agricultural land, for the majority of the
Neighbourhood Plan Area, no detailed classification has been undertaken to date. As such, there is a
need to rely on the national ‘Provisional Agricultural Land Quality’ dataset. The land contained within
the Neighbourhood Plan Area that has been subject to examination (North East side of the parish) is
classified as Grade 3b, hence ‘poorer quality’.

Defra (2011): ‘Government Review of Waste Policy in England’ [online] available from:
http://www.defra.gov.uk/publications/files/pb13540-waste-policy-review110614. pdf
74
DEFRA (2011): ‘Government Review of Waste Policy in England’, [online] available from: https://assets. publishing. service.
gov. uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/69401/pb13540-waste-policy-review110614. pdf
75
DEFRA (2013): ‘Waste Management Plan for England’ [online] available from: https://assets. publishing. service. gov.
uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/265810/pb14100-waste-management-plan-20131213. pdf
76
Directive 2008/98/EC:
73
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The Provisional Agricultural Land Quality dataset 77 shows that the Neighbourhood Plan Area is
underlain by various agricultural land grades. The majority of the Neighbourhood Plan Area is
covered by Grade 3 agricultural land.
However, without the subset grading (3a or 3b) it is not possible to tell at this stage whether all of the
Grade 3 agricultural land is considered to be ‘best and most versatile’. It is also important to note that
the national dataset is of very low resolution and may not necessarily provide an accurate reflection of
the agricultural land quality within the Neighbourhood Plan Area.

Water Resources
The main watercourse bordering the Neighbourhood Plan Area is the River Frome, a major tributary
of the River Avon, and a vital chalk stream for southern England. The River Frome bounds the
Neighbourhood Plan Area on the north west side and flows in a north easterly direction through
Tellisford.
Additionally, Southwick is drained by small streams that flow into the River Biss, another major
tributary of the Avon.
The EU Nitrates Directive (91/676/EEC) requires Member States to identify areas where groundwater
has nitrate concentrations of more than 50 mg/l nitrate or is thought to be at risk of nitrate
contamination. These areas are designated as Nitrate Vulnerable Zones (NVZs) and, as such, are
recognised as being at risk from agricultural nitrate pollution. Member States are required to establish
Action Programmes in order to reduce and prevent further nitrate contamination. In this regard, the
region encompassing the Neighbourhood Plan Area is not currently designated as an NVZ (2017).
The Environment Agency (2015) classifies the region as an area of ‘Medium priority’ in relation to
surface water nitrate issues. However, as the Neighbourhood Plan is likely to allocate land for
residential development and potential employment areas, such uses are not considered to increase
the risk of pollution to the NVZ.
Groundwater Source Protection Zones (SPZs) have been defined by the Environment Agency in
England and Wales to protect groundwater sources such as wells, boreholes and springs that are
used for public drinking water supply. The zones show the risk of contamination from activities that
might cause groundwater pollution in the area. As of November 2019, no SPZ’s are present within
the Neighbourhood Plan Area.

Water Quality
Southwick is located within the Severn River Basin District, with the Neighbourhood Plan Area falling
under the ‘Avon Bristol and Somerset North Streams’ Management Catchment, and the ‘Avon Rural’
Operational Catchment. There are 75 water bodies located within the Avon Rural Catchment Area.
Based on the most recently completed water quality assessments undertaken in 2016, the
Environment Agency’s Catchment Data Explorer classifies 13 of the 75 water bodies as having ‘Poor’
ecological status. Additionally, 1 water catchment ‘failed’ the threshold for good chemical status. The
‘reasons for not achieving good status’ (RNAGs) are primarily attributed to poor agriculture and land
management and issues within the water industry (~68% of cases).
Upon inspection of the localisation of water bodies with poor ecological and chemical status, it was
inferred that developments within the Neighbourhood Plan Area are unlikely to be a cause for concern
based on distance from the site.

Green Belt
The North West area of Southwick, containing the Ancient Woodlands of High Wood and Vagg’s Hill,
sits within the buffer of the Avon Green Belt in West Wiltshire. The remainder of the west side of the
parish borders the belt.
As set out in the NPPF (2019) the fundamental aim of Green Belt policy is to prevent urban sprawl by
keeping land permanently open; the essential characteristics of Green Belts are their openness and

Natural England (2018): ‘Agricultural Land Classification map Eastern Region’ (ALC008), [online] available at:
http://publications.naturalengland. org.uk/publication/144017?category=5954148537204736
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their permanence. The preservation of the Green Belt in the South West has contributed the following
benefits to the Wiltshire landscape:
•

Safeguarding the surrounding countryside from encroachment;

•

Preventing neighbouring towns merging into one another;

•

Preserving the setting and special character of villages, towns and historic cities; and

•

Assisting in urban regeneration, by encouraging the recycling of derelict and other urban land.

The particular objectives of the Western Wiltshire Green Belt are to maintain the open character of
undeveloped land adjacent to Bath, Trowbridge and Bradford on Avon, to limit the spread of
development along the A4 between Batheaston and Corsham and to protect the historic character
and setting of Bradford-on-Avon.

Minerals
The most recent Wiltshire and Swindon Aggregate Minerals Site Allocations Local Plan (2013)
indicated seven key sites for continuous mineral extraction up until the period of 2026 within the
region. None of these sites lie within or are in close proximity to the Neighbourhood Plan Area.

Summary of future baseline
In the absence of a detailed Agricultural Land Classification assessment for Southwick, it remains
uncertain whether new development in the Neighbourhood Plan Area will lead to losses of higher
quality (best and most versatile) agricultural land.
Future development has the potential to affect water quality through diffuse pollution, waste water
discharges, water runoff, and modification. However, water companies are likely to maintain
adequate water supply and wastewater management over the plan period, and the requirements of
the Water Framework Directive are likely to lead to continued improvements to water quality within the
Neighbourhood Plan Area and wider area.

Key sustainability issues
•

The Neighbourhood Plan Area lies within the boundaries of the Avon Green Belt.

•

There is a lack of evidence to ascertain agricultural land quality for the whole of the
Neighbourhood Plan Area. National provisional quality datasets indicate that the majority of land
within the Neighbourhood Plan Area is Grade 3, and as part of a precautionary approach it is
noted that there is the potential for loss of ‘best and most versatile’ agricultural land.

•

The Neighbourhood Plan Area is not currently designated as an NVZ (2017).

•

There are no SPZs within the Neighbourhood Plan Area.

•

The Neighbourhood Plan Area is within the Avon Bristol catchment area which contains 75
waterbodies, 62 of which have moderate or good ecological status, and all bar one has met the
appropriate threshold for good chemical status.

Population and communities
Context review
Key messages from the NPPF include:
•

One of the three overarching objectives of the NPPF is a social objective to; ‘support strong,
vibrant and healthy communities, by ensuring that a sufficient number and range of homes can
be provided to meet the needs of present and future generations; and by fostering a welldesigned and safe built environment, with accessible services and open spaces that reflect
current and future needs and support communities’ health, social and cultural wellbeing.’
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•

To support the Government’s objective of significantly boosting the supply of housing, strategic
policies ‘should be informed by a local housing need assessment, conducted using the standard
method in national planning guidance. In addition to the local housing need figure, any needs
that cannot be met within neighbouring areas should also be considered in establishing the
amount of housing to be planned for.’

•

The size, type and tenure of housing needed for different groups in the community should be
assessed and reflected in planning policies. Where a need for affordable housing is identified,
planning policies should specify the type of affordable housing required and expect it to be met
on-site where possible.

•

Recognise the important contribution of small and medium sized development sites in meeting
housing needs. Local Plans should identify land to accommodate at least 10% of their housing
requirement on sites no larger than one hectare, and neighbourhood planning groups should
also consider the opportunities for allocating small and medium-sized sites.

•

In rural areas, planning policies and decisions should be responsive to local circumstances and
plan housing development to reflect local needs, particularly for affordable housing, including
through rural exception sites where appropriate. Authorities should consider whether allowing
some market housing would facilitate the provision of affordable housing to meet local needs.

•

Promote the retention and development of local services and community facilities such as local
shops, meeting places, sports venues, open space, cultural buildings, public houses and places
of worship.

•

Ensure that developments create safe and accessible environments where crime and disorder,
and the fear of crime, do not undermine quality of life or community cohesion. Places should
contain clear and legible pedestrian routes, and high-quality public spaces, which encourage the
active and continual use of public areas.

•

Ensuring that there is a ‘sufficient choice of school places’ and taking a ‘proactive, positive and
collaborative approach’ to bringing forward ‘development that will widen choice in education’.

The ‘Ready for Ageing?’ report, published by the Select Committee on Public Service and
Demographic Change78 warns that society is underprepared for an ageing population. The report
states that ‘longer lives can be a great benefit, but there has been a collective failure to address the
implications and without urgent action this great boon could turn into a series of miserable crises. The
report recognises that the supply of specialist housing for the older generation is insufficient for the
demand. There is a need for central and local Government, housing associations, and house builders
to ensure that these housing needs are better addressed, giving as much priority to promoting an
adequate market of social housing for the older generation as is given to the younger generation.
The following policies in the Wiltshire Core Strategy directly relate to the population and community
theme:
•

Core Policy 1: Settlement Strategy

•

Core Policy 3: Infrastructure Requirements

•

Core Policy 34: Additional Employment Land

•

Core Policy 35: Existing Employment Land

•

Core Policy 36: Economic Regeneration

•

Core Policy 38: Retail and Leisure

•

Core Policy 39: Tourism Development

•

Core Policy 43: Providing Affordable Homes

•

Core Policy 44: Rural Exception Sites

Select Committee on Public Service and Demographic Change (2013): ‘Ready for Ageing?’ [online] available at: http://www.
parliament. uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/lords-select/public-services-committee/report-ready-for-ageing/
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Core Policy 45: Meeting Wiltshire’s Housing Needs

•

Core Policy 46: Meeting the Needs of Wiltshire’s Vulnerable and Older People

•

Core Policy 47: Meeting the Needs of Gypsies and Travellers

•

Core Policy 48L: Supporting Rural Life

•

Core Policy 49: Protection of Rural Services and Community Facilities

Environmental Report

Summary of current baseline
Population
The population of Southwick increased by 3% between 2001 and 2011, with an observed population
change far lower than that of Wiltshire, the South West Region and the National average.
Approximately 0.4% of the general population of Wiltshire reside within the Neighbourhood Plan Area.

Age structure
Generally, there is a higher proportion of residents within the 60+ age range (28.4%) in comparison to
average figures for Wiltshire and England as a whole. Conversely, there is a far lower proportion of
younger residents aged between 16-24 (8.6%), which is also below the Wiltshire and National
average.
In comparison to the national average, the older working population (49-59) is slightly higher (20.7%),
although this is not the case in comparison to the rest of Wiltshire. Conversely, the younger working
population (25-44) is lower (22. 2%) than both the Wiltshire and National average.

Household deprivation
Census statistics measure deprivation across four ‘dimensions’ of deprivation, summarised below:
•

Employment: Any person in the household (not a full-time student) that is either unemployed or
long-term sick.

•

Education: No person in the household has at least a level 2 qualification and no person aged
16-18 is a full-time student.

•

Health and Disability: Any person in the household that has generally ‘bad’ or ‘very bad’ health
or has a long-term health problem.

•

Housing: The household accommodation is either overcrowded (with an occupancy rating of -1
or less), in a shared dwelling or has no central heating.

There are a larger proportion of houses that are deprived in at least one area (52.7%) in Southwick in
comparison to the average for Wiltshire (50.2%); however, this is not the case in comparison to
regional and national figures (55.2% and 57.4% respectively).
For every 9 households which are deprived in no dimensions, there are approximately 10 that are
deprived in at least one dimension within the Neighbourhood Plan Area. Of the 52.7% of households
which are deprived in the Neighbourhood Plan Area, the majority are deprived in either one or two
dimensions, similar to the authority, regional and national trends.

Index of multiple deprivation
The Index of Multiple Deprivation 2015 (IMD) is an overall relative measure of deprivation constructed
by combining seven domains of deprivation according to their respective weights, as described below.
The seven deprivation domains are as follows:
•

Income: The proportion of the population experiencing deprivation relating to low income,
including those individuals that are out-of-work and those that are in work but who have low
earnings (satisfying the respective means tests).
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•

Employment: The proportion of the working-age population in an area involuntarily excluded
from the labour market, including those individuals who would like to work but are unable to do so
due to unemployment, sickness or disability, or caring responsibilities.

•

Education, Skills and Training: The lack of attainment and skills in the local population.

•

Health Deprivation and Disability: The risk of premature death and the impairment of quality of
life through poor physical or mental health. Morbidity, disability and premature mortality are also
considered, excluding the aspects of behaviour or environment that may be predictive of future
health deprivation.

•

Crime: The risk of personal and material victimisation at local level.

•

Barriers to Housing and Services: The physical and financial accessibility of housing and local
services, with indicators categorised in two sub-domains.

•

o

‘Geographical Barriers’: relating to the physical proximity of local services.

o

‘Wider Barriers’: relating to access to housing, such as affordability.

Living Environment: The quality of the local environment, with indicators falling categorised in
two sub-domains.
o

‘Indoors Living Environment’ measures the quality of housing.

o

‘Outdoors Living Environment’ measures air quality and road traffic accidents.

Two supplementary indices (subsets of the Income deprivation domains), are also included:
1.

Income Deprivation Affecting Children Index: The proportion of all children aged 0 to 15
living in income deprived families.

2.

Income Deprivation Affecting Older People Index: The proportion of all those aged 60 or
over who experience income deprivation.

Lower Super Output Areas (LSOAs) 79 are a geographic hierarchy designed to improve the reporting of
small area statistics in England and Wales. They are standardized geographies designed to be as
consistent in population as possible, with each LSOA containing approximately 1,000 to 1,500 people.
In relation to the IMD 2015, LSOAs are ranked out of the 32,844 in England and Wales, with 1 being
the most deprived. Ranks are normalized into deciles, with a value of 1 reflecting the top 10% most
deprived LSOAs in England and Wales.
The Neighbourhood Plan Area falls within the Wiltshire 037B LSOA, which is amongst the 50% least
deprived neighbourhoods in the country.
Indices of Deprivation for the seven LSOAs in the Neighbourhood Plan Area
•

Overall IMD – 50% least deprived

•

Income Deprivation – 40% least deprived

•

Employment Deprivation – 50% most deprived

•

Education, Skills and Training – 50% most deprived

•

Health Deprivation and Disability – 30% least deprived

•

Crime – 30% most deprived

•

Barriers to Housing and Services – 20% most deprived

•

Living Environment Deprivation – 40% most deprived

79

DCLG (2015): Indices of Deprivation Explorer’, [online] available at: <http://dclgapps.communities.gov.uk/imd/idmap html
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•

Income Deprivation Affecting Children – 50% least deprived

•

Income Deprivation Affecting Older People – 20% least deprived
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Local service offer
The village of Southwick hosts a range of recreational amenities for the local community. There is a
popular pub, the Farmhouse Inn, an Indian takeaway, a farm shop, a tea-room, hair dresser and a
convenience store. The much-valued Southwick Allotments are located off Frome Road, recognised
as being both high quality and high value in the West Wiltshire Leisure and Recreation DPD, ensuring
their protection from development under Policy LP1. In addition, there are variety of green open
spaces, including the Country Park and Playing Fields, which possess considerable recreational value
for locals.
Unfortunately, there is a notable lack of basic services such as healthcare, banking, comparison
shopping, petrol station and regular post office, which are inadequate to meet residents’ current and
expanding needs.

Educational Facilities
Southwick hosts three main educational facilities:
•

Southwick primary school (capacity of 210 pupils);

•

Busy Bees pre-school; and

•

Early Birds Toddlers’ group.

The nearest secondary schools are situated in Trowbridge, where the construction of an additional
secondary school has been proposed due to oversubscription.
It is recognised that there is a great demand for school places within the Neighbourhood Plan Area,
with schools close to reaching their maximum annual intake.

Housing tenure
Within the Neighbourhood Plan Area, 82% of residents either own their home outright or with a
mortgage, which is higher than the district (67.5%), regional (67.4%) and national (63.3%) trends.
There are less residents in the socially rented accommodation than in the Neighbourhood Plan Area
in comparison to the local authority, regional and national totals. Additionally, the proportion of
residents living in privately rented accommodation in Southwick is lower than the totals for Wiltshire
(15.4%), South West England (17.1%) and England (16.8%).

Employment
Regarding employment within the Neighbourhood Plan Area, the following four categories describe
the majority of residents’ occupational statuses:
•

Skilled trades occupations (15%)

•

Associate professional and technical operators (12.7%)

•

Professional occupations (12.4%)

•

Administrative and secretarial occupations (12.2%)

The total proportion of residents within these categories (53.3%) is lower than the corresponding
proportion for Wiltshire (54.6%), but in line with figures for the South West (53%) and England as a
whole (53.1%).
The number of skilled trades occupations (15%) is higher in Southwick than figures for the County
(12.4%), South West (13.4%) and England as a whole (11.4%).
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In comparison, the proportion of residents with professional occupations is lower for the
Neighbourhood Plan Area (12.4%) when compared to Wiltshire (16.4%), the South West (16 5%), and
England as a whole (17.5%).
25.7% of residents within the Neighbourhood Plan Area are currently economically inactive, which is
lower that the figures for Wiltshire (26.2%) and the South West of England (29.7%), but in line with the
total for the whole of England (30.1%).

Education level
According to 2011 Census data, 18.2% of residents have no qualifications, which is in line with figures
for Wiltshire (18. 6%), but lower than estimations for the South West and England as a Whole
(22.5%).
The proportion of residents with Level 1-3 qualifications and apprenticeships (52.4%) is higher than
regional figures (47.4%) and figures for England as a whole (44.5%).
Just under a quarter of residents have obtained Level 4 qualifications and above (24.6%), however
this is below the comparative figures for Wiltshire (29.5%), the South West region (27.4%) and
England as a whole (27.4%).

Summary of future baseline
As the population of the Neighbourhood Plan Area continues to increase and age, this could
potentially negatively impact upon the future vitality of the local community and economy of certain
parts of the Neighbourhood Plan Area, whilst also placing additional pressures on existing services
and facilities; especially considering the limited existing offer.
The suitability (e.g. size and design) and affordability of housing for local requirements depends on
the implementation of appropriate housing policies through the Local Plan and Neighbourhood Plan.
Unplanned development may have wider implications in terms of transport and access to
infrastructure, or the natural environment.

Key sustainability issues
•

The population of the Neighbourhood Plan Area increased at a slower rate between 2001 and
2011 than the Wiltshire, the South West of England and England averages.

•

Generally, there is a higher proportion of residents within the 60+ age range (28.4%) in
comparison to average figures for Wiltshire and England as a whole. There is a far lower
proportion of younger residents aged between 16-24 (8.6%), which is also below the Wiltshire
and National average.

•

There are low levels of household deprivation within the Southwick area in comparison to
national figures, but high levels in comparison to the rest of the County of Wiltshire.

•

The Neighbourhood Plan Area falls within the Wiltshire 037B LSOA, which is amongst the 50%
least deprived neighbourhoods in the country.

•

The Neighbourhood Plan Area is significantly deprived in at least two Indices of Deprivation
(INDs): Barriers to Housing and Services and Living Environment Deprivation.

•

Current amenities are inadequate to meet residents’ needs. Access to local health services is
poor, current schools are reaching maximum capacity and many residents travel to access basic
services.

•

A large proportion of residents own their homes outright, in comparison to the authority, regional
and national averages.

•

The Neighbourhood Plan has a moderately qualified working population, with a higher
percentage of residents having at least a Level 3 qualification in comparison to the authority,
regional and national averages.
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Health and wellbeing
Context review
Key messages from the NPPF include:
•

One of the three overarching objectives of the NPPF is a social objective to; ‘support strong,
vibrant and healthy communities, by ensuring that a sufficient number and range of homes can be
provided to meet the needs of present and future generations; and by fostering a well-designed
and safe built environment, with accessible services and open spaces that reflect current and
future needs and support communities’ health, social and cultural wellbeing.’

•

‘Planning policies and decisions should aim to achieve healthy, inclusive and safe places which
enable and support healthy lifestyles, especially where this would address identified local health
and wellbeing needs – for example through the provision of safe and accessible green
infrastructure, sports facilities, local shops, access to healthier food, allotments and layouts that
encourage walking and cycling.’

•

Policies and decisions should consider and support the delivery of local strategies to improve
health, social and cultural well-being for all sections of the community.

•

Access to a network of high-quality open spaces and opportunities for sport and physical activity
is important for the health and wellbeing of communities. Development should avoid building on
existing open space, sports and recreational buildings and land, including playing fields.

•

Promote the retention and development of local services and community facilities such as local
shops, meeting places, sports venues, cultural buildings, public houses and places of worship.

In relation to other key national messages regarding health, ‘Fair Society, Healthy Lives’80 (‘The
Marmot Review’) investigated health inequalities in England and the actions needed in order to tackle
them. Subsequently, a supplementary report was prepared providing additional evidence relating to
spatial planning and health on the basis that that there is: “overwhelming evidence that health and
environmental inequalities are inexorably linked and that poor environments contribute significantly to
poor health and health inequalities”.
The increasing role that local level authorities are expected to play in providing health outcomes is
demonstrated by recent government legislation. The Health and Social Care Act 2012 transferred
responsibility for public health from the NHS to local government, giving local authorities a duty to
improve the health of the people who live in their areas. This will require a more holistic approach to
health across all local government functions.
The Wiltshire Health and Wellbeing Joint Strategic Needs Assessment (JSNA)81 provides a summary
of the current and future health and wellbeing needs of the people in Wiltshire. This document is
broken up into the following themes:
•

Demography and overarching indicators;

•

Burden of ill health and premature mortality;

•

Health behaviours and improvement services;

•

Health protection; and

•

Wider determinants.

The Marmot Review (2011): ‘The Marmot Review: Implications for Spatial Planning’ [online] available at:
https://www.nice.org. uk/media/default/About/what-we-do/NICE-guidance/NICE-guidelines/Public-health-guidelines/Additionalpublications/Spatial-planning/the-marmot-review-implications-for-spatial-planning. pdf
81
Wiltshire Council (2017): ‘Wiltshire Health and wellbeing Joint Strategic Needs Assessment (JSNA) 2017/18’ [online]
available at: https://www.wiltshireintelligence.org.uk/key-issues/health-and-wellbeing/overview/
80
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In addition to the JSNA, Wiltshire have also produced two supplementary Joint Strategic Needs
Assessments: one for younger people82 and another for older people83 within Wiltshire.
The following policies in the Wiltshire Core Strategy directly relate to the health and wellbeing theme:
•

Policy 38: Retail and Leisure

•

Policy 46: Meeting the Needs of Wiltshire’s Vulnerable and Older People

•

Core Policy 58: Supporting Rural Life

•

Core Policy 49: Protection of Rural Services and Community Facilities

•

Core Policy 51: Landscape

•

Core Policy 52: Green Infrastructure

•

Core Policy 55: Air Quality

•

Core Policy 60: Sustainable Transport

•

Core Policy 66: Strategic Transport Network

•

Core Policy 68: Water Resources

Summary of current baseline
Wiltshire Health and Wellbeing Joint Strategic Needs Assessment (JSNA)
Key findings from the most recently published Wiltshire Health and Wellbeing JSNA 84 are provided
below:
•

The health of residents within Wiltshire is generally very good compared to national averages.

•

Wiltshire has a higher life expectancy and health life expectancy, compared to the averages for
the whole of England.

•

Levels of deprivation, unhealthy lifestyles, crime, and unemployment are very low within
Wiltshire.

•

Inequalities due to deprivation exist within Wiltshire, as the most deprived 20% of areas have
repeatedly poorer outcomes than the least 20% deprived.

•

Wiltshire’s population is increasing, and this increase will be particularly concentrated in the
population aged 65 and over.

•

Young people’s mental health and wellbeing needs addressing as Wiltshire has been highlighted
as having a high rate of unintentional and deliberate injury in 15-24-year olds, and nearly one in
every three-year twelve further education students have low or very low mental wellbeing.

•

Cancer remains the biggest cause of premature mortality in Wiltshire, with prostate cancer being
the highest cause of mortality.

•

Alcohol related hospital admissions for all ages have been increasing.

•

Though vaccination rates in Wiltshire are often higher than the national average figure there are
still certain areas where the target percentage is not being met (including flu vaccinations for 65
and over, 2nd dose MMR and HPV vaccinations).

•

The percentage of women screened for cervical cancer has been declining.

•

Some specific populations in Wiltshire are at risk of ill-health due to lifestyle choices.

Wiltshire Council (2017): ‘Wiltshire Health and wellbeing Joint Strategic Needs Assessment for younger people 2017/18’
[online] available from: https://www.wiltshireintelligence. org. uk/key-issues/health-and-wellbeing/overview/
83
Wiltshire Council (2017): ‘Wiltshire Health and wellbeing Joint Strategic Needs Assessment for older people 2017/18’ [online]
available from: https://www.wiltshireintelligence. org. uk/key-issues/health-and-wellbeing/overview/
84
Wiltshire Council (2017): ‘Wiltshire Health and Wellbeing Joint Strategic Needs Assessment 2017/18’ [online] available at:
https://wiltshireintelligence.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Wiltshire-Health-and-Wellbeing-JSNA-ONLINE-VERSION. pdf
82
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Health and indicators and deprivation
A total of 83.5% of residents in the Neighbourhood Plan Area deem themselves to be in either ‘Good’
or ‘Very Good’ health. This figure is in line with statistics for Wiltshire (83.8%) and is higher than
regional and national figures (both 81.4%). The opposite trend is seen for those who identify as
having either ‘Very Bad’ or Bad’ health (4.8%), which is lower than regional (5.2%) and national (5.4%)
statistics.
Disabled residents in Southwick report that their day to day activities are less restricted in comparison
to figures from the authority, region and England as a whole. 4.28% of residents report that their
activities are limited a lot, compared to the national average of 8.3%. Further, 89.9% of residents
indicate that their day to day activities aren’t limited at all, in comparison to national figures.

Health services
Although Southwick enjoys good general health, the wider area suffers from higher levels of cardiovascular disease and there are no medical facilities in the village, which problematic for the ageing
population. The closest medical facility for residents is located in the neighbouring town of Trowbridge
(Trowbridge Health centre, Wingfield Road) 1.5 miles away.

Summary of future baseline
Health and wellbeing levels within the Neighbourhood Plan Area are generally good, with a higher
percentage of residents reporting ‘good’ or ‘very good’ health compared to regional and national
trends, and a low percentage of residents reporting that their activities are limited in some way by
their health.
An ageing population within the Neighbourhood Plan Area might place future pressures on health
services in the area. Similarly, limited community services, such as the lack of a local general
practice, have the potential to lead to effects on health and wellbeing over the long term.
Obesity is also seen as an increasing issue by health professionals, and one that will contribute to
significant health impacts on individuals, including increasing the risk of a range of diseases, including
heart disease, diabetes and some forms of cancer.
Rates of mental health illnesses among young people within Wiltshire are high and likely to continue
increasing in the future.

Key sustainability issues
•

A higher percentage of residents in the Neighbourhood Plan Area consider themselves as having
‘very good health’ or ‘good health’, compared to authority, regional and national averages.

•

The proportion of residents within the Neighbourhood Plan Area who report that their activities
are limited ‘a lot’ is lower that the totals the South West of England and the whole of England.

•

Wiltshire has a high life and health life expectancy, and low levels of deprivation, unhealthy
lifestyles, crime, and unemployment.

•

There are high rates of mental health illnesses among young people within Wiltshire.

•

Cancer remains the biggest cause of all and premature mortality in Wiltshire.

•

Some specific populations in Wiltshire are at risk of ill-health due to lifestyle choices.

Transportation
Context review
European and UK transport policies and plans place emphasis on the modernisation and
sustainability of the transport network. Specific objectives include reducing pollution and road
congestion through improvements to public transport, walking and cycling networks and reducing the
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need to travel. National policy also focuses on the need for the transport network to support
sustainable economic growth.
Key messages from the NPPF include:
•

•

‘Transport issues should be considered from the earliest stages of plan-making and development
proposals, so that:
i.

The potential impacts of development on transport networks can be addressed

ii.

Opportunities from existing or proposed transport infrastructure, and changing transport
technology and usage, are realised

iii.

Opportunities to promote walking, cycling and public transport use are identified and
pursued

iv.

The environmental impacts of traffic and transport infrastructure can be identified,
assessed and considered

v.

Patterns of movement, streets, parking and other transport considerations are integral to
the design of schemes and contribute to making high quality places.’

‘Significant development should be focused on locations which are or can be made sustainable,
through limiting the need to travel and offering a genuine choice of transport modes. This can
help to reduce congestion and emissions and improve air quality and public health. However,
opportunities to maximise sustainable transport solutions will vary between urban and rural areas,
and this should be considered in both plan-making and decision-making.’

Each Local Transport Authority in England and Wales has a statutory duty to produce and adopt a
Local Transport Plan through the Local Transport Act 2000, as amended by the Local Transport Act
2008. In this regard, Wiltshire’s third Local Transport Plan 2011-2026 (LTP3)85 has a long-term vision
‘to develop a transport system which helps support economic growth across Wiltshire’s communities,
giving choice and opportunity for people to safely access essential services. Transport solutions will
be sensitive to the built and natural environment, with an emphasis on the need to reduce carbon
emissions. The plan identifies the following five challenges in delivering a sustainable transport
system for the area:
•

A largely rural County with many historic towns and villages;

•

Relatively high car ownership levels and small, isolated pockets of access deprivation;

•

The changing climate and the prospect of ‘peak oil’;

•

Significantly lower funding for transport; and

•

Increasingly elderly population.

In order to address these challenges, LTP3 sets out several strategic objects to help achieve the
following five goals:
•

Support economic growth;

•

Reduce carbon emissions;

•

Contribute to better safety, security and health;

•

Promote equality of opportunity; and

•

Improve quality of life and a healthy natural environment.

The following policies in the Wiltshire Core Strategy directly relate to the transportation theme:

Wiltshire Council (2011): ‘Wiltshire Local Transport Plan 2011-2026’ [online] available at: http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/ltp3strategy.pdf
85
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Core Policy 60: Sustainable Transport;

•

Core Policy 61: Transport and Development;

•

Core Policy 62: Development Impacts on the Transport Network

•

Core Policy 63: Transport Strategies

•

Core Policy 66: Strategic Transport Network

Environmental Report

Summary of current baseline
Rail network
There is no train station in Southwick. The closest train station is Trowbridge, which is ~2. 7 miles
away and can be accessed via the X34 bus service or private vehicle.

Bus network
The Southwick bus service (X34) is the only form of public transport in the Neighbourhood Plan Area,
which operates through three stops at a rate of two services per hour. Overall, the bus service only
caters for limited daytime employment as there is little or no public transport available after 5pm.
Despite bus links to Trowbridge being regular, the bus is often over-subscribed at peak times, due to
pupils commuting into Trowbridge for secondary school.

Road network and congestion
The A361 is the main road that runs through Southwick and carries a large volume of traffic,
especially HGVs, though most of these follow the signage at the mini roundabout on the Frome Road
and turn right along Wynsome Street (a category C road) heading for the A350. Recent Council
speed watch sessions have demonstrated an excess of vehicles on both roads within the region of
500-1000 per hour.
Congestion has raised several safety issues for residents, including difficulties crossing the Frome
Road and Wynsome street safely, and the unsuitability of the narrow roads for HGVs, who pose a
threat to pedestrians when turning onto these roads. In addition, many pupils arriving at the existing
primary school are driven, which results in congestion primarily on three roads: Hollis Way, Blind Lane
and Wesley Lane. It is also noted that HGV traffic can pose a problem for horses crossing the A361.
Finally, parking facilities are not adequate, and vehicles are often parked on side roads during nonworking hours.

Cycle and footpath network
Southwick hosts an extensive network of footpaths and bridleways, but they are of variable quality.
This poses a problem for pedestrians, particularly pupils of local schools who travel via foot and cycle
path to school.
There are no dedicated cycle networks in the Southwick area.

Availability of cars and vans
Based on the 2011 census data, most residents in Southwick own at least one car/ van within their
household (90.9%), which is higher than the totals for the County (85.2%), South West Region
(81.1%) and National average (74%). Further, the proportion of residents that own 2, 3 and 4 cars is
consistently higher than figures for Wiltshire, the South West and England.
Based on 2011 census data, the most common method of travel to work in the Neighbourhood Plan
Area is driving a car or van (53.2%), which is a trend seen at the County, regional and national level.
However, this difference in method of travel is far more pronounced for Southwick than for figures
seen in Wiltshire, the South West and rest of England.
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In comparison, travel by bus and/ or on foot is far less common in Southwick than at the County,
regional and national levels.
Finally, a larger proportion of residents work from home in the Neighbourhood Plan Area (5.4%) in
comparison to the South West (4.6%) and England as a whole (3.0%), although this figure is in line
with statistics for wider Wiltshire (5.2%).

Summary of future baseline
New development has the potential to increase traffic and lead to additional congestion issues within
the Neighbourhood Plan Area. Additionally, public transport use is likely to remain low compared with
private car use given the lack of public transport options.
Whilst negative effects of new development on the transport network are likely to be mitigated in part
by the LTP3, there will be a continuing need for development to be situated in accessible locations.

Key sustainability issues
•

The A361 is the main road that runs through the Neighbourhood Plan Area.

•

Congestion on the Frome and Wynsome roads has raised a number of safety issues for
residents.

•

There are no national trail or cycle paths that run through the Neighbourhood Plan Area.

•

The nearest rail station to the Neighbourhood Plan is in Trowbridge.

•

There is a regular bus service providing residents with regular access to nearby by towns and
villages; however, this service is overcrowded at peak times, and evening bus services need
improving.

•

There is a high level of car ownership and strong reliance on private vehicles within the
Neighbourhood Plan Area.
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Appendix B AECOM Site Options Report (2020) conclusions
Table 4.1 Site assessment summary table
AECOM
Site name /
(CfS) Site location
references

Area (ha)

Indicative capacity

AECOM site assessment conclusion summary

2

Land rear of 6a
Frome Road

0.3

13 dwellings

•

22 (S1)

70 Frome Road

0.05

2 dwellings

•

Prepared for: Southwick Parish Council

RAG
score

In the context of the plan area, the site is less sustainably located,
being relatively distant from community, recreation and health
facilities.
• The site is constrained in terms of biodiversity due to the presence of
the Bath and Bradford-on-Avon SAC and potential impact on rare and
protected bat species.
• The site borders the Southwick Country Park, which provides
recreational and aesthetic value for residents.
• Access to the site is unconfirmed, and may require the demolition of
an existing residential dwelling.
• However, the site is small and is adjacent to the existing built up area
of Southwick.
The site is considered potentially suitable and available for development
subject to the mitigation of identified constraints. Notably, access would
need to be secured which may involve the demolition of an existing
dwelling.
The site is situated within the existing built area of the settlement, so
is unlikely to alter the character of the area or settlement pattern.
• In the context of the plan area the site is in one of the more
sustainable locations i.e. walking distance to the village services of
the primary school, pub, village hall and church.
• The site has no significant landscape sensitivity and an appropriate
scale of development would be unlikely to harm its landscape or
townscape setting.
• However, development has the potential to affect some views to and
from the Grade II Listed Church of St Thomas.
The site is considered suitable and available for development.
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AECOM
Site name /
(CfS) Site location
references

Area (ha)

Indicative capacity

AECOM site assessment conclusion summary

23 (S2)

‘Heli Beds’ Frome
Road

0.08

2 dwellings (estimated as a
development of 30 dph) however site
is being promoted for 8 flats.

•

25 (S4)

Land at 6B Frome
Road

1.01

•
31 dwellings (estimated as a
development of 30 dph) 15 homes
proposed by the landowner as a result
of economic viability assessment
carried out.
•
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RAG
score

The site is brownfield, situated within the built area of the settlement,
and would present as infill development between existing dwellings
on Frome Road.
• In the context of the plan area the site is in one of the more
sustainable locations i.e. walking distance to the village services of
the primary school, pub, village hall and church.
• The site has no significant landscape sensitivity and an appropriate
scale of development would be unlikely to harm its landscape or
townscape setting.
• There are no identified biodiversity, heritage or flood risk constraints
at the site.
• The development would involve the loss of employment land although
the unit has been redundant.
• Development has the potential to affect some views to and from the
Grade II Listed Church of St Thomas. However given the site is
previously developed, it is noted that residual effects have the
potential to be positive or negative.
The site is considered suitable and available for development.
The Grade II listed Farmhouse Inn is located 120m south east of the
site. The site has partial views of the heritage asset, to the front of the
site along Frome Road. However it is noted that views are screened
by buildings/ vegetation present.
Direct access to the site would only be achievable if existing dwelling
demolished which may affect the viability of development and delivery
of affordable homes.
• The site has no significant landscape sensitivity and an appropriate
scale of development would be unlikely to harm its landscape or
townscape setting.
• The extreme south/ western extent of the site is at high risk of surface
water flooding.
• There are no identified biodiversity or heritage constraints at the site.
The site is considered potentially suitable and available for development
subject to the mitigation of identified constraints.
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AECOM
Site name /
(CfS) Site location
references

Area (ha)

Indicative capacity

26 (S5)

Land north of
Frome Road

2.8

•
84 dwellings (estimated as a
development of 30 dph) however site
is being promoted for 30-60 dwellings. •

27 (S6)

Land off Wesley
Lane

6.0

180 dwellings (estimated as a
development of 30 dph) if entire site
is considered, however scale would
need to be proportionate to
settlement, and this far exceeds the
housing requirement, so this level of
development would not be
acceptable. A developer is currently
promoting a 2-phase development
where phase 1 would encompass 30
homes on the north eastern quadrant
of the site extending to 1.6 hectares.
On completion of phase 1 a further
site would be available for an
additional 30 homes on 1.6 hectares.
The remaining western section of the
overall site is proposed as
recreational land / biodiversity
habitats.
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RAG
score

The site contributes to the setting and character of Southwick, with
the potential for adverse effects on the landscape.
Access would need to be provided through Site 22 (70 Frome Road),
which is currently uncertain at this stage.
• The site is Grade 3 land; meaning it could be BMV if found to be
Grade 3a.
• To the north eastern extent of the site are areas of low and high risk
of surface water flooding; coinciding with the pond immediately north
of the site.
• The site is constrained in terms of biodiversity due to the presence of
the Bath and Bradford-on-Avon SAC and potential impact on rare and
protected bat species.
• The site is not constrained in terms of heritage.
The site is considered potentially suitable and available for development
subject to the mitigation of identified constraints.
•

The site is rural in function and character with open views to the
south and west. However existing residential development, vegetative
screening, and the presence of the A361 limit potential for adverse
effects to some extent.
• The site is located in close proximity to two Grade II listed buildings to
the south west.
• The site is located on Grade 3 land which has the potential to be 3a
(best and most versatile)
• The site is constrained in terms of biodiversity due to the presence of
the Bath and Bradford-on-Avon SAC and potential impact on rare and
protected bat species.
• The southern boundary of the site is of high risk of surface water
flooding, and there is a linear area of low surface water flood risk
extending through the centre of the site.
• However, the site is located adjacent to the existing settlement to the
south east.
This site is considered suitable and available for development however
development of the entire site would deliver well above the housing
figure identified to meet the affordable housing target for the NP area. It
is therefore recommended that a reduced site area is considered by the
Steering Group, to the south east closest to existing development. Any
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AECOM site assessment conclusion summary

RAG
score

detailed discussions over the precise boundary and housing capacity of
the site would be a matter for further discussion between the landowner/
site promoter and the Steering Group through the plan-making process.
28 (S7)

Land at Blue Barn
Farm

29 (S8)

Land off Wynsome 3.8
St.
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4.0

120 dwellings (estimated as a
development of 30 dph) if entire site
is considered, however scale would
need to be proportionate to
settlement, and this far exceeds the
housing requirement, so this level of
development would not be
acceptable. A developer is currently
promoting a 2-phase development
where phase 1 would encompass
26/27 homes on the north eastern
quadrant of the site. On completion of
phase 1 a further site would be
available for an additional 26/27
homes.

•

The site is outside of the built up area and relatively exposed in the
landscape with long distance views. The site is isolated from the
existing built-form. The openness of the site is considered to
contribute to the rural setting and character of Southwick.
• The site is Grade 3 land; meaning it could be BMV if found to be
Grade 3a.
• Immediately adjacent to the site to the south west along Lambert’s
Marsh is the Grade II Listed Blue Barn Farm and has the potential to
impact on the setting of this designated heritage asset.
• The site is adjacent to an area of high/ medium risk of surface water
flooding, to the south east of the site along Lamberts Marsh.
• The site is constrained in terms of biodiversity due to the presence of
the Bath and Bradford-on-Avon SAC and potential impact on rare and
protected bat species.
This site is considered unsuitable for development in isolation as it would
be distant from the settlement boundary, however would be potentially
suitable if it were to come forward in combination with the adjacent site
‘Land off Wesley Lane’ and planned comprehensively. However,
development of both sites would deliver well above the housing figure
identified to meet the affordable housing target for the NP area, and
significantly extend the existing settlement into open countryside to the
west. If the Parish Council were minded to allocate both sites together
then further discussions would likely be required between the
landowners/ site promoters and the Steering Group through the planmaking process to inform masterplanning and policy wording.

•
114 dwellings (estimated as a
development of 30 dph) if entire site is
considered, however scale would
need to be proportionate to
settlement, and this far exceeds the
housing requirement, so this level of
development would not be
acceptable. A developer is currently

The site is large in scale, and would extend existing development into
the open countryside, altering the existing settlement pattern/
character and reducing the gap between Southwick and Trowbridge.
It is noted that outline planning was refused at the site for 140
dwellings as “the proposal, by reason of its extent and location, would
be wholly out of scale and a disproportionate addition to the existing
village of Southwick into the open Countryside. Proposal would be
contrary to contrary to Wiltshire Core Strategy policies CP 1 and 29.”
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30 (S9)

Land south of
Blind Lane

Prepared for: Southwick Parish Council

Area (ha)

1.78
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Indicative capacity

AECOM site assessment conclusion summary

promoting a reduced area of the site
for approximately 50 dwellings.

•

RAG
score

Although allocated for agricultural land use, the site is frequently used
by residents for recreation and dog walking. There is a PRoW
extending through the middle of the site and another along the
southern boundary (Breach Lane) connecting to well-used parts of
the rights of way network around Southwick Court.
• Development of the site would extend built form towards Trowbridge
and may therefore not contribute to the objective for Southwick to
have separate and distinct identities as a village.
• The site is constrained in terms of biodiversity due to the presence of
the Bath and Bradford-on-Avon SAC and potential impact on rare and
protected bat species.
• There are five TPOs present on site, and another eight are located to
the west of the site in a linear formation, aligning with Lambrok
Stream.
• The site is designated as Flood risk zones 1 and 2 due to the
Lambrok Stream present on the north west of the site. The site is also
at medium risk of surface water flooding to the south east.
• There is one Grade II building within close proximity of the site
(Southwick Open Air Baptistery).
This site is considered suitable and available for development, however
development of the entire site would deliver well above the housing
figure identified to meet the affordable housing target for the NP area. It
is therefore recommended that a reduced site area is considered by the
Steering Group, nearest the existing built form. Any detailed discussions
over the precise boundary and housing capacity of the site would be a
matter for further discussion between the landowner/ site promoter and
the Steering Group through the plan-making process.

•
53 dwellings (estimated as a
development of 30 dph) if entire site is
considered, however scale would
need to be proportionate to
settlement, and this far exceeds the
housing requirement, so this level of
development would not be
•
acceptable. A developer is currently
promoting the site for approximately
50 dwellings.

The site is rural in function and character with open views to the
south and west. Development has the potential to extend the existing
built form into the open landscape, impacting on character and
setting. Outline application (Dec 2016) for the development of up to
100 residential dwellings refused for landscape reasons. It is however
noted that reduced site area/ dwelling number now proposed.
Although in use as agricultural land, the site is frequently used by
residents for recreation and dog walking. There is a PRoW extending
through the middle of the site and another to the east of the site
connecting to well-used parts of the rights of way network.
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•

The site is Grade 3 land; meaning it could be BMV if found to be
Grade 3a.
• The site is constrained in terms of biodiversity due to the presence of
the Bath and Bradford-on-Avon SAC and potential impact on rare and
protected bat species.
• Ecological surveys carried out at the site indicated the presence of
small populations of slow worms and grass snake; mainly associated
with the site boundaries, where cover from hedgerows offers
secluded basking and refuge sites. Additionally, a population of water
voles was identified associated with the Lambrok (described in the
report as a ditch in error) at the south eastern boundary.
• Flood zones 2 and 3 extend along the south eastern site boundary,
overlapping slightly with the site. The south/ east extent of the site is
also at high risk of surface water flooding.
The site is considered suitable and available for development however
development of the entire site would deliver well above the housing
figure identified to meet the affordable housing target for the NP area. It
is therefore recommended that a reduced site area is considered by the
Steering Group, to the north east nearest the settlement boundary and
distant from areas of high flood risk. Any detailed discussions over the
precise boundary and housing capacity of the site would be a matter for
further discussion between the landowner/ site promoter and the
Steering Group through the plan-making process.
31 (S10)

Land at Fairfield
Farm

8.9

•
267 dwellings (estimated as a
development of 30 dph) if entire site is
considered, however scale would
need to be proportionate to
settlement, and this far exceeds the
housing requirement, so this level of
•
development would not be acceptable
•
•

•
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While connected with the village along Frome Road, the site extends
away from Southwick village to the north west, and would significantly
change the existing settlement pattern/ character if the whole of the
site were to be developed. The site therefore has high sensitivity in
terms of landscape character.
The site is Grade 3 land; meaning it could be BMV if found to be
Grade 3a.
There are two Grade II Listed Buildings located within 100m of the
site along Frome Road.
Part of the site (to the north west, furthest from Frome Road), is not
well located in terms of local community facilities and services, and
there are two footpath running through the site.
The site is constrained in terms of biodiversity due to the presence of
the Bath and Bradford-on-Avon SAC and potential impact on rare and
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protected bat species. There is also an area of National Forest
Inventory Woodland (young trees) 130m north east of the site.
• Parts of the site, notably along the west/ south west boundaries are at
high risk of surface water flooding.
The site is considered suitable and available for development however
development of the entire site would deliver well above the housing
figure identified to meet the affordable housing target for the NP area. It
is therefore recommended that a reduced site area is considered by the
Steering Group, nearest the settlement boundary, distant from flood risk
and within walking distance of local facilities. Any detailed discussions
over the precise boundary and housing capacity of the site would be a
matter for further discussion between the landowner/ site promoter and
the Steering Group through the plan-making process.
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Appendix C Site options assessment
This appendix presents the detailed findings of the assessment of individual site options within the
Neighbourhood Plan area, as established within Section 4.14 of the main report. These are set out in
Table AC.1 below.
Table AC.1 Sites considered through the SEA process
Site no.

Name

Size (Ha)

Site. capacity

A

Land at 6B Frome Road

1.01

15

B

Land north of Frome Road

2.8

30 – 60

C

Land off Wesley Lane

6 (3 hectares per phase)

30 – 60 in 2 phases

D

Land at Blue Barn Farm

4

26 – 27 (Phase 1)

E

Land off Wynsome Street

3.45

50

F

Land South of Blind Lane

1.78

50

G

Land at Fairfield Farm

8.9

267

The locations of these sites are presented in Figure 4.1 of this Environmental Report.

Method
Each of the site options identified in Table AC.1 were considered against the SEA Framework of
objectives and decision-making appraisal questions developed during SEA scoping (Section 3.5) and
the baseline information.
It should be noted that when considering access to community facilities and services, walking
distances have been calculated from the edge of the site using google maps.
Tables AC.2 - AC.8 overleaf present this appraisal and provide an indication of each site’s
sustainability performance in relation to the eight SEA themes.
Summary findings are presented in Section 4.19 of the main Report.
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Table AB.2 Site A Land at 6B Frome Road
SA theme

Commentary, Site A, Land at 6B Frome Road

Biodiversity

Development of the site has the potential to impact upon the integrity of the European
designated Bath and Bradford on Avon Bats Special Area of Conservation (SAC). As set
out in the Trowbridge Bat Mitigation Strategy (TBMS) (2020), the site is located within the
‘Yellow Risk’ bat sensitivity zone whereby mitigation must be deliverable in accordance
with the TBMS. The site is also located within the Medium Risk Bat Sensitivity Zone for
Recreational Pressure of core roosts. In accordance with the TBMS, any new residential
development located within the Medium Risk Bat Sensitivity Zone will require an
allocation from Community Infrastructure Levy to ensure mitigation measure can be
created for the increase in recreational pressure.
The site is not within close proximity to any nationally or locally designated sites.
In terms of habitats, the site includes a residential dwelling with associated yard buildings
and area of private greenfield land. There is therefore limited potential for the site to
support key biodiversity habitats, with no Priority Habitat within close proximity to the site.
Negative effects predicted at this stage, given the sites location in the Medium Risk Bat
Mitigation Zone for the Bath and Bradford on Avon Bats SAC.

Development at this site alone is not likely to have a significant negative effect on climate
change, which is a global issue. However, development located with good access to
services/ facilities/ employment and public transport will help to reduce contributions from
per capita emissions. While it is recognised that the village is small in scale, with limited
services and facilities available, the site is considered to be within reasonable proximity
to the current services on offer. The site is also within 400m of a bus stop, however
services are limited. There is also no PRoW close by, and the nearest cycle route and
Climate change employment site are some distance away, in Trowbridge. It is therefore considered that
there may be a continued reliance on the car for travel.
In relation to adapting to the effects of climate change, the site is located within Flood
Zone 1, which is at low risk of flooding.
Taking the above into account, there is low risk of flooding at the site, and the site has
good access to the limited service offer of the village. However, there is likely to be a
reliance on the car to access services outside of Southwick, and therefore predicted
effects on climate change are uncertain at this stage.

Landscape

Historic
environment

The site is private land attached to an existing dwelling off Frome Road. The site is
contained within the built up settlement area, lined by tall hedgerows which limit views in
and out of the site. Neutral effects on the landscape are predicted.
The Grade II listed Farmhouse Inn is located 300m south east of the site. The site has
partial views of the heritage asset, to the front of the site along Frome Road. However, it
is noted that views are screened by existing buildings/ vegetation. Due to the existing
screening that would not be affected by development it is unlikely that there would be a
residual significant effect on the historic environment. However, there is an element of
uncertainty at this stage as this will depend on the design of any development. Negative
effects are therefore concluded.

It is not possible to confirm if development at this site would result in the loss of best and
most versatile agricultural land as recent land classification has not been carried out at
this location. According to pre-1988 agricultural land classification the greenfield part of
this land is classified as Grade 3. However, it is uncertain if this is Grade 3a (land that is
best and most versatile) or Grade 3b (land that is not).
Land, soil and
water resources The site is part greenfield, part brownfield and therefore does perform positively to an
extent in terms of promoting the use of previously developed land. However, it is
recognised that there will also be a loss of greenfield land.
The site is not located in a Groundwater Source Protection Zone.
Uncertain effects are predicted overall.
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SA theme

Commentary, Site A, Land at 6B Frome Road

Population and
community

Delivery of residential development at the site will contribute positively towards the local
housing needs of the area. However, the site could not deliver the full 8 affordable homes
required through the Neighbourhood Plan.
The site is located adjacent to existing residential development and is therefore expected
to positively integrate with the local community. The site also has good access to the
limited service offer of the village, and is within walking distance of Southwick Primary
School. The nearest secondary schools are located in Trowbridge.
The site has good access to open green space at Southwick Country Park located 400m
from the site via a pathway beside the Farmhouse Inn, or alternatively just down Firs Hill.
It is noted that development has the potential to contribute to improved facilities through
Section 106 and CIL agreements. However, the level of contribution is uncertain at this
stage.
Overall, positive effects are anticipated against this SEA theme given the potential for the
site to deliver housing, contributing positively towards meeting the village’s affordable
housing requirement.

Health and
Wellbeing

The site has poor access to local health services, being over 800m from a GP surgery/
hospital/ pharmacy. The closest GP, Hospital and Pharmacy is located in Trowbridge,
approx. 2 miles from the site.
The site has good access to open green space at Southwick Country Park located 400m
from the site via a pathway beside the Farmhouse Inn, or alternatively just down Firs Hill.
Overall, uncertain effects are concluded against this SEA theme given residents would
be reliant on the car to travel out of the Neighbourhood Plan area for access to health
facilities.

Transportation

In terms of public transport, the nearest rail station is located in Trowbridge,
approximately 2 miles from the site. Trains from Trowbridge are operated by Great
Western Railway and run to and from Bristol Temple Meads, Swindon, and Portsmouth
Harbour, along other locations.
There is a bus stop located opposite the site on Fleur De Lys Drive. However, buses
appear infrequent and unlikely to provide regular access to higher tier service centres.
There are currently no footpaths within or surrounding the site, and the closest cycle
route is located in Trowbridge.
Given the location of the site on the outskirts of the settlement, residents are likely to
utilise the A361 Frome Road to travel into Trowbridge town centre by car, for access to
services and facilities, employment and the train station.
Taking the above into account, uncertain effects are predicted as while the site has
access to the village centre, the site does not have suitable access to sustainable modes
of travel; and new residents will likely travel to Trowbridge for day to day needs.

Key
Likely adverse effect (without mitigation measures)

Likely positive effect

Neutral/no effect

Uncertain effects
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Table AB.3 Site B Land North of Frome Road
SA theme

Commentary, Site B, Land North of Frome Road

Biodiversity

Development of the site has the potential to impact upon the integrity of the European
designated Bath and Bradford on Avon Bats Special Area of Conservation (SAC). As set
out in the Trowbridge Bat Mitigation Strategy (TBMS) (2020), the site is located within the
‘Yellow Risk’ bat sensitivity zone whereby mitigation must be deliverable in accordance
with the TBMS. The site is not within the Medium Risk Bat Sensitivity Zone for
Recreational Pressure.
The site is not within close proximity to any nationally or locally designated sites.
In terms of habitats, the site itself does not appear to support any notable biodiversity
potential. There is a degree of existing hedgerows and sparse trees aligning the site
boundaries which may have some potential. There is no Priority Habitat within close
proximity to the site.
Uncertain effects predicted at this stage, given the potential impact on the Bath and
Bradford on Avon Bats SAC.

Development at this site alone is not likely to have a significant negative effect on climate
change, which is a global issue. However, development located with good access to
services/ facilities/ employment and public transport will help to reduce contributions from
per capita emissions. While it is recognised that the village is small in scale, with limited
services and facilities available, the site is considered to be within reasonable proximity
to the current services on offer. The site is also with 400m of a bus stop, however
services are limited. There is also no PRoW close by, and the nearest cycle route and
employment site are some distance away, in Trowbridge. It is therefore considered that
Climate change there may be a continued reliance on the car for travel.
In relation to adapting to the effects of climate change, the site is located within Flood
Zone 1, which is at low risk of flooding. However, to the north eastern extent of the site is
areas of low and high risk of surface water flooding; coinciding with the pond immediately
north of the site.
Taking the above into account, given the surface water flood risk, and anticipated
reliance on the car to access services outside of Southwick, residual effects on climate
change are considered to be negative.

Landscape

This greenfield site is relatively exposed in the landscape; however, its topography and
vegetative screening limits long distance views in or out of the site.
Development would extend north of Frome Road, at the back of existing residential
dwellings. Development may therefore impact neighbouring open, rural views, and could
also set precedent for further growth into the open countryside to the north west.
Uncertain effects are anticipated overall.

Historic
environment

Development at the site will not affect the significance of or the setting of any designated
or non-designated heritage assets.

It is not possible to confirm if development at this site would result in the loss of best and
most versatile agricultural land as recent land classification has not been carried out in
this location. According to pre-1988 agricultural land classification the greenfield part of
this land is classified as Grade 3. However, it is uncertain if this is Grade 3a (land that is
best and most versatile) or Grade 3b (land that is not).
Land, soil and
water resources The site is greenfield, and therefore performs negatively in terms of promoting the use of
previously developed land.
The site is not located in a Groundwater Source Protection Zone.
Negative effects are predicted overall given the loss of greenfield land and potential loss
of high quality agricultural land.
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SA theme

Commentary, Site B, Land North of Frome Road

Population and
community

Delivery of residential development at the site will contribute positively towards the local
housing needs of the area. Given the sites indicative capacity of 30-60 homes, it is
considered that the site would be able to deliver the full 8 affordable homes required
through the Neighbourhood Plan.
The site is located adjacent to existing residential development and is therefore expected
to positively integrate with the local community. The site also has good access to the
limited service offer of the village, and is within walking distance of Southwick Primary
School. The nearest secondary schools are located in Trowbridge.
The site has good access to open green space at Southwick Playing Field, located 400m
from the site via a pathway beside the village hall. The public footpath to the east of the
site also connects with Southwick Country Park to the north east.
It is noted that development has the potential to contribute to improved facilities through
Section 106 and CIL agreements. However, the level of contribution is uncertain at this
stage.
Overall, positive effects are anticipated against this SEA theme given the potential for the
site to deliver housing, with the potential to meet, in full, the village’s affordable housing
requirement.

Health and
Wellbeing

The site has poor access to local health services, being over 800m from a GP surgery/
hospital/ pharmacy. The closest GP, Hospital and Pharmacy is located in Trowbridge,
approx. 2 miles from the site.
The site has good access to open green space at Southwick Playing Field, located 400m
from the site via a pathway beside the village hall. The public footpath to the east of the
site also connects with Southwick Country Park to the north east.
Overall, uncertain effects are concluded against this SEA theme given residents would
be reliant on the car to travel out of the Neighbourhood Plan area for access to health
facilities.

Transportation

In terms of public transport, the nearest rail station is located in Trowbridge,
approximately 2 miles from the site. Trains from Trowbridge are operated by Great
Western Railway and run to and from Bristol Temple Meads, Swindon, and Portsmouth
Harbour, along other locations.
There is a bus stop located opposite the site on Frome Road. However, buses appear
infrequent and unlikely to provide regular access to higher tier service centres. There is a
footpath running along the edge of the site which provides access to the village centre
(via Frome Road), and to Southwick Country Park to the north east. The closest cycle
route is located in Trowbridge.
While the site is located centrally within Southwick’s urban core, it is nonetheless
considered that residents would likely utilise the A361 Frome Road to travel into
Trowbridge town centre by car, for access to services and facilities, employment and the
train station.
Taking the above into account, uncertain effects are predicted, as while the site is
centrally located in the village, there is limited access to sustainable modes of travel; and
new residents will likely travel to Trowbridge for day to day needs.

Key
Likely adverse effect (without mitigation measures)

Likely positive effect

Neutral/no effect

Uncertain effects
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Table AB.4 Site C Land off Wesley Lane
SEA theme

Commentary, Site C, Land off Wesley Lane

Biodiversity

Development of the site has the potential to impact upon the integrity of the European
designated Bath and Bradford on Avon Bats Special Area of Conservation (SAC). As set
out in the Trowbridge Bat Mitigation Strategy (TBMS) (2020), the site is located within the
‘Yellow Risk’ bat sensitivity zone whereby mitigation must be deliverable in accordance
with the TBMS. The site is not within the Medium Risk Bat Sensitivity Zone for
Recreational Pressure.
The site is not within close proximity to any nationally or locally designated sites, and in
terms of habitats, the site itself has no notable features. There are also no priority
habitats close by.
Overall, uncertain effects are predicted given the potential impact on the Bath and
Bradford on Avon Bats SAC.

Development at this site alone is not likely to have a significant negative effect on climate
change, which is a global issue. However, development located with good access to
services/ facilities/ employment and public transport will help to reduce contributions from
per capita emissions. While it is recognised that the village is small in scale, with limited
services and facilities available, the site is considered to be within reasonable proximity
to the current services on offer. The site is also with 400m of a bus stop, however
services are limited.
There are two PRoW extending through the site, connecting with the wider PRoW
network. However, the nearest cycle route and employment site are some distance away,
Climate change in Trowbridge. It is therefore considered that there may be a continued reliance on the
car for travel.
In relation to adapting to the effects of climate change, the site is located within Flood
Zone 1, which is at low risk of flooding. The southern boundary of the site is of high risk
of surface water flooding, and there is a linear area of low surface water flood risk
extending through the centre of the site.
Taking the above into account, given the surface water flood risk, and anticipated
reliance on the car to access services outside of Southwick, residual effects on climate
change are considered to be negative.

Landscape

The site is adjacent to the existing settlement, to the north east, along Wesley Lane. The
site is rural in nature and contributes to the village setting. The site has a degree of
openness to the south where it faces the open countryside; however, views are limited by
existing residential dwellings to the east and south, and the A361 Frome Road extending
north. However, there is an element of uncertainty at this stage as this will depend on the
design of any development. Uncertain effects are anticipated overall.

Historic
environment

The site is within 150m of two Grade II buildings (Blue Barn Farmhouse, Granary at Blue
Barn) located to the south west of the site. Development at the site has the potential to
impact upon the setting of these heritage features, including the buildings’ visual and
historic integrity. While there is an element of uncertainty at this stage, depending on the
design and layout of development, negative effects are concluded overall.

It is not possible to confirm if development at this site would result in the loss of best and
most versatile agricultural land as recent land classification has not been carried out in
this location. According to pre-1988 agricultural land classification the greenfield part of
this land is classified as Grade 3. However, it is uncertain if this is Grade 3a (land that is
best and most versatile) or Grade 3b (land that is not).
Land, soil and
water resources The site is greenfield, and therefore performs negatively in terms of promoting the use of
previously developed land.
The site is not located in a Groundwater Source Protection Zone.
Negative effects are predicted overall given the loss of greenfield land and potential loss
of high quality agricultural land.
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SEA theme

Commentary, Site C, Land off Wesley Lane

Population and
community

Delivery of residential development at the site will contribute positively towards the local
housing needs of the area. Given the sites indicative capacity of 30-60 homes, it is
considered that the site would be able to deliver the full 8 affordable homes required
through the Neighbourhood Plan.
The site is located adjacent to existing residential development and is therefore expected
to positively integrate with the local community. The site also has good access to the
limited service offer of the village, and is within walking distance of Southwick Primary
School. The nearest secondary schools are located in Trowbridge.
The site has good access to open green space, the nearest being land south of Blind
Lane; however, this is only accessible to residents over the summer months.
It is noted that development has the potential to contribute to improved facilities through
Section 106 and CIL agreements. However, the level of contribution is uncertain at this
stage.
Overall, positive effects are anticipated against this SEA theme given the potential for the
site to deliver housing, with the potential to meet, in full, the village’s affordable housing
requirement.

Health and
Wellbeing

The site has poor access to local health services, being over 800m from a GP surgery/
hospital/ pharmacy. The closest GP, Hospital and Pharmacy is located in Trowbridge,
approx. 2 miles from the site.
The site has good access to open green space at land south of Blind Lane; however, this
is not open to residents all year round. Alternatively, there is accessible open space at
the playing field adjacent to Southwick Primary School.
Overall, uncertain effects are concluded against this SEA theme given residents would
be reliant on the car to travel out of the Neighbourhood Plan area for access to health
facilities.

Transportation

In terms of public transport, the nearest rail station is located in Trowbridge,
approximately 2 miles from the site. Trains from Trowbridge are operated by Great
Western Railway and run to and from Bristol Temple Meads, Swindon, and Portsmouth
Harbour, along other locations.
There is a bus stop within 400m of the site along Frome Road. However, buses appear
infrequent and unlikely to provide regular access to higher tier service centres. There are
two footpaths running through the site which provide access to the village centre and to
the wider PRoW network to the south/ west.
The site is located on the outskirts of the settlement so it is considered that residents
would likely utilise the A361 Frome Road to travel to Trowbridge town centre by car, for
access to services and facilities, employment and the train station.
Taking the above into account, uncertain effects are predicted, as while the site has good
access to the village centre, there is limited access to sustainable modes of travel; and
new residents will likely travel to Trowbridge for day to day needs.

Key
Likely adverse effect (without mitigation measures)

Likely positive effect

Neutral/no effect

Uncertain effects
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Table AB.5 Site D, Land at Blue Barn Farm
SEA theme

Commentary, Site D, Land at Blue Barn Farm

Biodiversity

Development of the site has the potential to impact upon the integrity of the European
designated Bath and Bradford on Avon Bats Special Area of Conservation (SAC). As set
out in the Trowbridge Bat Mitigation Strategy (TBMS) (2020), the site is located within the
‘Yellow Risk’ bat sensitivity zone whereby mitigation must be deliverable in accordance
with the TBMS. The site is also located within the Medium Risk Bat Sensitivity Zone for
Recreational Pressure of core roosts. In accordance with the TBMS, any new residential
development located within the Medium Risk Bat Sensitivity Zone will require an
allocation from Community Infrastructure Levy to ensure mitigation measure can be
created for the increase in recreational pressure.
The site is not within close proximity to any nationally or locally designated sites.
In terms of habitats, there is a degree of existing hedgerows and sparse trees aligning
the site boundaries which may have some potential biodiversity value. There is therefore
limited potential for the site to support key biodiversity habitats, with no Priority Habitat
within close proximity to the site.
Negative effects predicted at this stage, given the sites location in the Medium Risk Bat
Mitigation Zone for the Bath and Bradford on Avon Bats SAC.

Development at this site alone is not likely to have a significant negative effect on climate
change, which is a global issue. However, development located with good access to
services/ facilities/ employment and public transport will help to reduce contributions from
per capita emissions. While it is recognised that the village is small in scale, with limited
services and facilities available, the site is considered to be within reasonable proximity
to the services present. The site is also with 400m of a bus stop, however services are
limited.
There are two PRoW extending through the site, connecting with the wider PRoW
network. However, the nearest cycle route and employment site are some distance away,
Climate change in Trowbridge. It is therefore considered that there may be a continued reliance on the
car for travel.
In relation to adapting to the effects of climate change, the site is located within Flood
Zone 1, which is at low risk of flooding. However, the site is adjacent to an area of high/
medium risk of surface water flooding, to the south east of the site along Lamberts
Marsh.
Taking the above into account, given the surface water flood risk, and anticipated
reliance on the car to access services outside of Southwick, residual effects on climate
change are considered to be negative.

Landscape

This greenfield site is located in the open countryside, south of the A361 and east of the
main residential settlement. The openness of the site is considered to contribute to the
rural setting and character of Southwick, holding long distance views to the east.
Development would be a relatively isolated form of development, physically detached
from the built-up area of the village, and may set precedent for further growth into the
open countryside. Negative effects are therefore anticipated overall.

Historic
environment

Immediately adjacent to the site, to the south west along Lambert’s Marsh, is the Grade
II Listed Blue Barn Farm. Development at the site has the potential to impact upon the
setting of this heritage feature, including the buildings’ visual and historic integrity. While
there is an element of uncertainty at this stage, depending on the design and layout of
development, negative effects are concluded overall.

It is not possible to confirm if development at this site would result in the loss of best and
most versatile agricultural land as recent land classification has not been carried out in
this location. According to pre-1988 agricultural land classification the greenfield part of
this land is classified as Grade 3. However, it is uncertain if this is Grade 3a (land that is
best and most versatile) or Grade 3b (land that is not).
Land, soil and
water resources The site is greenfield, and therefore performs negatively in terms of promoting the use of
previously developed land.
The site is not located in a Groundwater Source Protection Zone.
Negative effects are predicted overall given the loss of greenfield land and potential loss
of high quality agricultural land.
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SEA theme

Commentary, Site D, Land at Blue Barn Farm

Population and
community

Delivery of residential development at the site will contribute positively towards the local
housing needs of the area. Given the sites indicative capacity of 26-27 homes, it is
considered that the site would be able to deliver the full 8 affordable homes required
through the Neighbourhood Plan.
The site is disconnected from existing residential development, and subsequently the
local community. The site however has reasonable access to the limited service offer of
the village, and is within walking distance of Southwick Primary School. The nearest
secondary schools are located in Trowbridge.
The site has good access to open green space, the nearest being accessible via Blind
Lane and Lamberts Marsh.
It is noted that development has the potential to contribute to improved facilities through
Section 106 and CIL agreements. However, the level of contribution is uncertain at this
stage.
Overall, positive effects are anticipated against this SEA theme given the potential for the
site to deliver housing, with the potential to meet, in full, the village’s affordable housing
requirement.

Health and
Wellbeing

The site has poor access to local health services, being over 800m from a GP surgery/
hospital/ pharmacy. The closest GP, Hospital and Pharmacy is located in Trowbridge,
approx. 2 miles from the site.
The site has good access to open green space accessible via Blind Lane and Lamberts
Marsh.
Overall, uncertain effects are concluded against this SEA theme given residents would
be reliant on the car to travel out of the Neighbourhood Plan area for access to health
facilities.

Transportation

In terms of public transport, the nearest rail station is located in Trowbridge,
approximately 2 miles from the site. Trains from Trowbridge are operated by Great
Western Railway and run to and from Bristol Temple Meads, Swindon, and Portsmouth
Harbour, along other locations.
There is a bus stop within 400m of the site along Frome Road. However, buses appear
infrequent and unlikely to provide regular access to higher tier service centres. There are
two footpaths running through the site which provide access to the village centre and to
the wider PRoW network to the south/ west.
The site is located on the outskirts of the settlement and it is therefore considered that
residents would likely utilise the A361 Frome Road to travel to Trowbridge or Frome town
centre by car, for access to services and facilities, employment and the train station.
Taking the above into account, uncertain effects are predicted, as while the site has good
access to the village centre, there is limited access to sustainable modes of travel; and
new residents will likely travel to Trowbridge for day to day needs.

Key
Likely adverse effect (without mitigation measures)

Likely positive effect

Neutral/no effect

Uncertain effects

Prepared for: Southwick Parish Council

AECOM
77

Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA)
for the Southwick Neighbourhood Plan

Environmental Report

Table AB.6 Site E, Land off Wynsome Street
SEA theme

Commentary, Site E, Land off Wynsome Street

Biodiversity

Development of the site has the potential to impact upon the integrity of the European
designated Bath and Bradford on Avon Bats Special Area of Conservation (SAC). As set
out in the Trowbridge Bat Mitigation Strategy (TBMS) (2020), the site is located within the
‘Yellow Risk’ bat sensitivity zone whereby mitigation must be deliverable in accordance
with the TBMS. The site is also located within the Medium Risk Bat Sensitivity Zone for
Recreational Pressure of core roosts. In accordance with the TBMS, any new residential
development located within the Medium Risk Bat Sensitivity Zone will require an
allocation from Community Infrastructure Levy to ensure mitigation measure can be
created for the increase in recreational pressure.
The site is not within close proximity to any nationally or locally designated sites.
The site itself does not support any notable habitats, and there are no Priority Habitat
within close proximity to the site. While not a Priority Habitat, it is noted that Lambrok
Stream is located adjacent to the site, which may support a diverse range of aquatic
species.
Overall, negative effects are predicted at this stage, given the sites location in the
Medium Risk Bat Mitigation Zone for the Bath and Bradford on Avon Bats SAC.

Development at this site alone is not likely to have a significant negative effect on climate
change, which is a global issue. However, development located with good access to
services/ facilities/ employment and public transport will help to reduce contributions from
per capita emissions. While it is recognised that the village is small in scale, with limited
services and facilities available, the site is considered to be within reasonable proximity
to the services present. The site is also with 400m of a bus stop, however services are
limited.
There is a PRoW extending through the middle of the site running north east and another
along the southern boundary (Breach Lane), both highly utilised by residents; connecting
Climate change to well-used parts of the PRoW network around Southwick Court with high recreational
value. However, the nearest cycle route and employment site are some distance away, in
Trowbridge. It is therefore considered that there may be a continued reliance on the car
for travel.
In relation to adapting to the effects of climate change, the site is located within Flood
Zone 1 and 2; coinciding with the presence of Lambrok Stream in the north west of the
site. The site is also at medium risk of surface water flooding to the south east.
Taking the above into account, given the sites’ flood risk, and anticipated reliance on the
car to access services outside of Southwick, residual effects on climate change are
considered to be negative.

Landscape

This open greenfield site is bordered by residential properties on two sides, and a solar
farm on the third. Despite the adjacent uses, the site forms part of the physical gap
between Southwick and Trowbridge (the green finger), whereby development would
adversely impact character and appearance of the settlement and the rural setting.
Development of the site may also impact views from residential properties adjacent to
the site on the other side of Lambrok Stream. Development of the site may also set
precedent for further growth into the open countryside, extending the settlement towards
Trowbridge. Negative effects are therefore anticipated overall.

Historic
environment

The site is adjacent to a Grade II Listed building (Southwick Open Air Baptistery).
Development at the site has the potential to impact upon the setting of this heritage
feature, including the buildings’ visual and historic integrity. While there is an element of
uncertainty at this stage, depending on the design and layout of development, negative
effects are concluded overall.

It is not possible to confirm if development at this site would result in the loss of best and
most versatile agricultural land as recent land classification has not been carried out in
this location. According to pre-1988 agricultural land classification the greenfield part of
this land is classified as Grade 3. However, it is uncertain if this is Grade 3a (land that is
best and most versatile) or Grade 3b (land that is not).
Land, soil and
water resources The site is greenfield, and therefore performs negatively in terms of promoting the use of
previously developed land.
The site is not located in a Groundwater Source Protection Zone.
Negative effects are predicted overall given the loss of greenfield land and potential loss
of high quality agricultural land.
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Commentary, Site E, Land off Wynsome Street

Population and
community

Delivery of residential development at the site will contribute positively towards the local
housing needs of the area. Given the sites indicative capacity of 50 homes, it is
considered that the site would be able to deliver the full 8 affordable homes required
through the Neighbourhood Plan.
The site is located adjacent to existing residential development and is therefore expected
to positively integrate with the local community. The site also has reasonable access to
the limited service offer of the village, and is within walking distance of Southwick
Primary School., The nearest secondary schools are located in Trowbridge.
The site has good access to open green space, the nearest being playing field adjacent
to Southwick Primary School, walking distance from the site via Blind Lane into Hollis
Way.
It is noted that development has the potential to contribute to improved facilities through
Section 106 and CIL agreements. However, the level of contribution is uncertain at this
stage.
Overall, positive effects are anticipated against this SEA theme given the potential for the
site to deliver housing, with the potential to meet, in full, the village’s affordable housing
requirement.

Health and
Wellbeing

The site has poor access to local health services, being over 800m from a GP surgery/
hospital/ pharmacy. The closest GP, Hospital and Pharmacy is located in Trowbridge,
approx. 2 miles from the site.
The site has good access to open green space at the playing field adjacent to Southwick
Primary School, walking distance from the site via Blind Lane into Hollis Way. The site is
also of high recreational value itself due to the PRoW’s crossing the site. These PRoWs
connect to well-used parts of the wider PRoW network around Southwick Court.
Overall, uncertain effects are concluded against this SEA theme given residents would
be reliant on the car to travel out of the Neighbourhood Plan area for access to health
facilities.

Transportation

In terms of public transport, the nearest rail station is located in Trowbridge,
approximately 2 miles from the site. Trains from Trowbridge are operated by Great
Western Railway and run to and from Bristol Temple Meads, Swindon, and Portsmouth
Harbour, along other locations.
There is a bus stop within 400m of the site along Frome Road. However, buses appear
infrequent and unlikely to provide regular access to higher tier service centres. There are
two footpaths running through the site which provide connect to well-used parts of the
wider PRoW network around Southwick Court.
The site is located on the outskirts of the settlement, and it is therefore considered that
residents would likely utilise Wynsome Street, followed by Bradley Road and Southwick
Road or Frome Road to travel to Trowbridge town centre by car. Trowbridge as a larger
local centre provides access to increased services and facilities, employment and the
train station.
Taking the above into account, uncertain effects are predicted, as while the site has
reasonable access to the village centre and well utilised PRoW crossing the site, there is
limited access to sustainable modes of travel; and new residents will likely travel to
Trowbridge for day to day needs.

Key
Likely adverse effect (without mitigation measures)

Likely positive effect

Neutral/no effect

Uncertain effects
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Table AB.7 Site F, Land south of Blind Lane
SEA theme

Commentary, Site F, Land south of Blind Lane

Biodiversity

Development of the site has the potential to impact upon the integrity of the European
designated Bath and Bradford on Avon Bats Special Area of Conservation (SAC). As set
out in the Trowbridge Bat Mitigation Strategy (TBMS) (2020), the site is located within the
‘Yellow Risk’ bat sensitivity zone whereby mitigation must be deliverable in accordance
with the TBMS. The site is also located within the Medium Risk Bat Sensitivity Zone for
Recreational Pressure of core roosts. In accordance with the TBMS, any new residential
development located within the Medium Risk Bat Sensitivity Zone will require an
allocation from Community Infrastructure Levy to ensure mitigation measure can be
created for the increase in recreational pressure.
The site is not within close proximity to any nationally or locally designated sites.
In terms of biodiversity present at the site itself, ecological surveys carried out 86 found a
very small population of slow worms and a small population of grass snake; associated
mainly with the hedgerows lining the site boundaries. A population of water voles was
also identified associated with the Lambrok at the south eastern boundary of the site.
There are no Priority Habitats within or within close proximity to the site.
Overall, negative effects are predicted at this stage, given the sites location in the
Medium Risk Bat Mitigation Zone for the Bath and Bradford on Avon Bats SAC, and
potential impact on species identified through ecological surveys at the site.

Development at this site alone is not likely to have a significant negative effect on climate
change, which is a global issue. However, development located with good access to
services/ facilities/ employment and public transport will help to reduce contributions from
per capita emissions. While it is recognised that the village is small in scale, with limited
services and facilities available, the site is considered to be within reasonable proximity
to the services present. The site is also with 400m of a bus stop, however services are
limited.
There is a PRoW extending through the middle of the site which connects with another
PRoW which extends south east along the north east boundary extending east towards
Goose Street crossing the Lambrook via a footbridge. Local knowledge indicates both
Climate change PRoW hold high recreational value. However, the nearest cycle route and employment
site are some distance away, in Trowbridge. It is therefore considered that there may be
a continued reliance on the car for travel.
In relation to adapting to the effects of climate change, the site is located predominately
within Flood Zone 1; however, Flood zones 2 and 3 extend along the south eastern site
boundary, overlapping slightly with the site. The south/ east extent of the site is also at
high risk of surface water flooding.
Taking the above into account, given the sites’ flood risk, and anticipated reliance on the
car to access services outside of Southwick, residual effects on climate change are
considered to be negative.

Landscape

This greenfield site boarders the existing settlement however is partially open in nature,
with open views to the south. Development of the site may alter existing long distance
views, and could lead to urban sprawl, setting precedent for further growth to the south
east into the open countryside. Negative effects are therefore anticipated overall.

Historic
environment

While the site is not constrained by the location of any designated or non-designated
heritage assets, it is recognised that potential negative effects identified above on the
landscape, could also impact upon the historic environment. Notably development may
impact upon Southwick’s villagescape; extensive views and rural setting. This has the
potential to, in turn, affect the integrity of designated/ non-designated heritage assets
within the village.
Uncertain effects are concluded overall given the absence of heritage assets in close
proximity to the site, and that any impact on local villagescape will depend on the design
and layout of development.

86

Environmental Dimension Partnership Ltd (EDP) have carried out a range of ecological surveys at the site including phase I
habitat survey of the site, followed by suites of surveys for bats, dormice, badgers, water voles, reptiles and amphibians.
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Commentary, Site F, Land south of Blind Lane

It is not possible to confirm if development at this site would result in the loss of best and
most versatile agricultural land as recent land classification has not been carried out in
this location. According to pre-1988 agricultural land classification the greenfield part of
this land is classified as Grade 3. However, it is uncertain if this is Grade 3a (land that is
best and most versatile) or Grade 3b (land that is not). It is also recognised that there is
Land, soil and
some uncertainty given the evidence available.
water resources The site is greenfield, and therefore performs negatively in terms of promoting the use of
previously developed land.
The site is not located in a Groundwater Source Protection Zone.
Negative effects are predicted overall given the loss of greenfield land and potential loss
of high quality agricultural land.

Population and
community

Delivery of residential development at the site will contribute positively towards the local
housing needs of the area. Given the sites indicative capacity of 50 homes, it is
considered that the site would be able to deliver the full 8 affordable homes required
through the Neighbourhood Plan.
The site is located adjacent to existing residential development and is therefore expected
to positively integrate with the local community. The site also has reasonable access to
the limited service offer of the village, and is within walking distance of Southwick
Primary School. However the nearest secondary schools are located in Trowbridge.
In terms of access to open space, part of the site itself is used as public recreational
space, particularly during summer months. This part of the site will be maintained as
open space, providing opportunities for recreation in the long term. The site also has
good access to open green space, the nearest being playing field adjacent to Southwick
Primary School, walking distance from the site via Blind Lane into Hollis Way.
It is noted that development has the potential to contribute to improved facilities through
Section 106 and CIL agreements. However, the level of contribution is uncertain at this
stage.
Overall, positive effects are anticipated against this SEA theme given the potential for the
site to deliver housing, with the potential to meet, in full, the village’s affordable housing
requirement.

Health and
Wellbeing

The site has poor access to local health services, being over 800m from a GP surgery/
hospital/ pharmacy. The closest GP, Hospital and Pharmacy is located in Trowbridge,
approx. 2 miles from the site.
In terms of access to open space, part of the site itself is used as public recreational
space, particularly during summer months. The site also has good access to open green
space, the nearest being playing field adjacent to Southwick Primary School, walking
distance from the site via Blind Lane into Hollis Way. The site is also of high recreational
value itself due to the PRoW’s crossing the site which connect with the wider network
and are locally significant.
Overall, uncertain effects are concluded against this SEA theme given residents would
be reliant on the car to travel out of the Neighbourhood Plan area for access to health
facilities.

Transportation

In terms of public transport, the nearest rail station is located in Trowbridge,
approximately 2 miles from the site. Trains from Trowbridge are operated by Great
Western Railway and run to and from Bristol Temple Meads, Swindon, and Portsmouth
Harbour, along other locations.
There is a bus stop within 400m of the site along Frome Road. However, buses appear
infrequent and unlikely to provide regular access to higher tier service centres. There are
two footpaths crossing the site which connect with the wider network and are locally
significant.
The site is located on the outskirts of the settlement, and it is therefore considered that
residents would likely utilise Blind Lane and Frome Road to travel to Trowbridge town
centre by car. Trowbridge as a larger local centre provides access to increased services
and facilities, employment and the train station.
Taking the above into account, uncertain effects are predicted, as while the site has
reasonable access to the village centre and well utilised PRoW crossing the site, there is
limited access to sustainable modes of travel; and new residents will likely travel to
Trowbridge for day to day needs.

Key
Likely adverse effect (without mitigation measures)
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Neutral/no effect
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Table AB.8 Site G, Land at Fairfield Farm
SEA theme

Commentary, Site G, Land at Fairfield Farm

Biodiversity

Development of the site has the potential to impact upon the integrity of the European
designated Bath and Bradford on Avon Bats Special Area of Conservation (SAC). As set
out in the Trowbridge Bat Mitigation Strategy (TBMS) (2020), the site is located within the
‘Yellow Risk’ bat sensitivity zone whereby mitigation must be deliverable in accordance
with the TBMS. The site is also located within the Medium Risk Bat Sensitivity Zone for
Recreational Pressure of core roosts. In accordance with the TBMS, any new residential
development located within the Medium Risk Bat Sensitivity Zone will require an
allocation from Community Infrastructure Levy to ensure mitigation measure can be
created for the increase in recreational pressure.
The site is not within close proximity to any nationally or locally designated sites.
In terms of habitats present, field boundaries throughout the site are lined with
hedgerows, sparse trees, and there are small patches of trees/ dense vegetation in
places. Patches of dense vegetation and trees notably surround the existing pond
adjacent to the site boundary. These habitats are likely to hold some biodiversity value.
There is no Priority Habitat within the site however there is an area of National Forest
Inventory Woodland (young trees) 130m north east of the site.
Overall, negative effects are predicted at this stage, given the sites location in the
Medium Risk Bat Mitigation Zone for the Bath and Bradford on Avon Bats SAC.
Overall, negative effects are concluded at this stage given the site is located within the
Medium Risk Bat Sensitivity Zone, and the potential for habitats present on/adjacent to
the site to be lost or damaged.

Development at this site alone is not likely to have a significant negative effect on climate
change, which is a global issue. However, development located with good access to
services/ facilities/ employment and public transport will help to reduce contributions from
per capita emissions. While the southern extent of the site is well located to the limited
service offer of the village, the north eastern extent is further away, extending into the
open countryside. Similarly, the southern extent of the site has good access to a bus
stop, while the north eastern extent does not. Where the site is within walking distance of
a bus stop, it is noted that services are limited.
There are two PRoW extending through the site, connecting with the wider PRoW
Climate change network including Southwick Country Park to the north east. However, the nearest cycle
route and employment site are some distance away, in Trowbridge. It is therefore
considered that there may be a continued reliance on the car for travel.
In relation to adapting to the effects of climate change, the site is located within Flood
Zone 1, which is of low risk of flooding. However, parts of the site, notably along the
west/ south west boundaries are at high risk of surface water flooding. This coincides to
some extent with the pond adjacent to the site.
Taking the above into account, given the surface water flood risk, and anticipated
reliance on the car to access services outside of Southwick, residual effects on climate
change are considered to be negative.

Landscape

This predominately greenfield site is, in its entirety, significantly exposed in the
landscape. Part of the site adjoining the settlement is well connected to the village;
however, the north eastern extent of the site is rural and open in nature. The site is
relatively flat and screened in parts by vegetation which would limit views in and out of
the site to some extent. Nonetheless, it is considered that the existing settlement pattern/
local character would likely significantly change if the whole of the site were to be
developed.
There is also potential for development to lead to coalescence between Southwick
village and the hamlet of Hoggington, and for development to set precedent for further
growth into the open countryside to the north/ west. Negative effects are therefore
anticipated overall.
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Historic
environment

There are two Grade II Listed Buildings (Southwick and North Bradley Scout
Headquarters the Old School House and The Old House) located within 100m of the site
along Frome Road. Development has the potential to impact upon the setting of these
heritage assets, including the buildings’ visual and historic integrity.
It is also recognised that potential negative effects identified above on the landscape,
could also impact upon the local historic environment. Notably development may impact
upon Southwick’s villagescape; extensive views and rural setting. This has the potential
to, in turn, affect the integrity of designated/ non-designated heritage assets within the
village. While there is an element of uncertainty at this stage, depending on the design
and layout of development, negative effects are concluded overall.

It is not possible to confirm if development at this site would result in the loss of best and
most versatile agricultural land as recent land classification has not been carried out in
this location. According to pre-1988 agricultural land classification the greenfield part of
this land is classified as Grade 3. However, it is uncertain if this is Grade 3a (land that is
best and most versatile) or Grade 3b (land that is not).
Land, soil and
water resources The site is greenfield, and therefore performs negatively in terms of promoting the use of
previously developed land.
The site is not located in a Groundwater Source Protection Zone.
Negative effects are predicted overall given the loss of greenfield land and potential loss
of high quality agricultural land.

Population and
community

Delivery of residential development at the site will contribute positively towards the local
housing needs of the area. Given the sites indicative capacity of 267 homes, it is
considered that the site would be able to deliver the full 8 affordable homes required
through the Neighbourhood Plan.
While part of the site is near to the notional village centre, the north eastern extent is
disconnected from existing residential development, and subsequently the local
community. The site however has reasonable access to the limited service offer of the
village, and is within walking distance of Southwick Primary School. The nearest
secondary schools are located in Trowbridge.
The site has good access to open green space, the nearest being the playing field
adjacent to Southwick Primary School, accessible via lane beside the church.
Additionally, access to Southwick Country Park is approximately 400m from the site via
School Lane.
It is noted that development has the potential to significantly contribute to improved
facilities through Section 106 and CIL agreements. However, the level of contribution is
uncertain at this stage.
Overall, positive effects are anticipated against this SEA theme given the potential for the
site to deliver housing, with the potential to meet, and likely exceed, the village’s
affordable housing requirement. Additionally, it is noted that the high level of growth
proposed at the site has increased potential for infrastructure delivery to support the local
community.

Health and
Wellbeing

The site has poor access to local health services, being over 800m from a GP surgery/
hospital/ pharmacy. The closest GP, Hospital and Pharmacy is located in Trowbridge,
approx. 2 miles from the site.
The site has good access to open green space, the nearest being the playing field
adjacent to Southwick Primary School, accessible via lane beside the church.
Additionally, access to Southwick Country Park is approximately 400m from the site via
School Lane.
Overall, uncertain effects are concluded against this SEA theme given residents would
be reliant on the car to travel out of the Neighbourhood Plan area for access to health
facilities.
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Transportation

In terms of public transport, the nearest rail station is located in Trowbridge,
approximately 2 miles from the site. Trains from Trowbridge are operated by Great
Western Railway and run to and from Bristol Temple Meads, Swindon, and Portsmouth
Harbour, along other locations.
There is a bus stop within 400m of the southern extent of the site along Frome Road,
however the north eastern extent has limited accessibility. Where the site is within
walking distance of a bus stop, it is noted that services are limited.
There are two PRoW extending through the site, connecting with the wider PRoW
network including Southwick Country Park to the north east.
The full extent of the site is located distant from the settlement and it is therefore
considered that residents would likely travel to Trowbridge or Frome town centre by car,
for access to services and facilities, employment and the train station.
Taking the above into account, negative effects are predicted overall, as the full extent of
the site is not well connected to the village centre, there is limited access to sustainable
modes of travel; and new residents will likely travel to Trowbridge for day to day needs.

Key
Likely adverse effect (without mitigation measures)

Likely positive effect

Neutral/no effect

Uncertain effects
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