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Editorial
Simon, Francesca & Nerissa
In the distant past, most people were given employment
and some security and assistance in time of need by a lord
of the manor, or charitable body appointed by the Church.
Later, the factory owners also exercised their control. In
return, no one stepped out of line. They did as they were
told, then when finally emancipated, voted as expected,
and enjoyed protection from unemployment and eviction
unless they voiced a different opinion.
Times have changed. Now we feel entitled to a hearing,
and we give vent to our views on all forms of social media,
whilst rejecting, unless it chimes with what we think, the
advice passed to us from politicians and the “so called
experts”. From obedience, to frustration, to rebellion, we
have reached a time of self confidence. How refreshing to
make our own minds up about the events around us. How
important to use our power well.
In the spirit of listening to others, we have taken on board
the positive feedback after the publication of the September
edition, and in particular the interest in the group of articles
about bees. We looked at other activities in the village and,
as a consequence, we have put quite a bit about music in
this issue. We talked to people who make instruments, play
them, sing with or without them, and those who just love to
listen. Music makes us feel good. It helps us to express our

feelings, creates the chosen sounds that define each
generation, and takes our minds away from the constant
little nagging affairs of every day. As Christmas is just
around the corner, we start to hum carols to ourselves. The
tunes mingle with the smells of wood fires, the cinnamon in
mulled wine and mince pies, and the unmistakable whiff of
brussel sprouts as they cook. Music is deep inside us, and
it reaches us even when we don’t notice that it is there. A
friend went to an exhibition of children’s programmes which
played theme tunes from the first days of the television to
the present day, and he found that he could identify every
show he had seen by hearing the
first few notes of the opening
titles.
From the open mic at the
Sun to Arcadia, we have
a wonderful choice of
music, and we are really
grateful to all those who
entertain us with their
talents. They are now
celebrated in a new
misericord dedicated to
music, which is illustrated later
in the magazine.

OUR CHANCE TO HELP SYRIAN REFUGEES
Syrian refugee families will be exclusively housed in Hereford for the present. A group called Refugee Action are
leading the plans to help them, and are placing cultural awareness information on the council website. The voluntary
sector, including a wide range of faith groups, is also involved. Unless you are ESOL/TEFL trained, the most useful
contribution from those who wish to help, is the provision of household goods from the list published by Refugee Action.
To donate items, contact the Housing Solutions Team. Jacqueline.Burnett-Pitt@herefordshire.gov.uk
Find the Refugee Action blog at: http://www.refugee-action.org.uk/resource/can-help-welcome-new-refugees

Editors:
Simon Tagg,
Francesca Bingham,
Nerissa Wilson
Next Copy Date:
10th February 2017
Email Feedback To:
LeintwardineLife@gmail.com
We welcome all submissions for the Spring 2017 edition from
local artists and photographers. If you are a sculptor or make
crafts then we will be happy to visit and photograph your skills.
Front cover art “Christmas cushion detail” by Jacqui Vallis
Byline art for Editorial (including wreath), The Long View,
Young Readers Book Review, Seasonal Recipe, Science and
Nature, Pets Corner and Council Matters: by Jane Wells
Byline art for Arts & Crafts and Making Music in Leintwardine:
by Natasha Gorton
Thank you to all contributors.
Winter sunset over Bockley Meadow - by Claire Tagg (2010)

2

Issue Number 83

The Long View
Jonathan Hopkinson & Francesca Bingham
OUR FOOTPATHS TELL STORIES
witches or nettles in the adjacent fertilised land. One
path is the extension of roman Watling Street from
Herefordshire contains one of the greatest concentration Hightree through Stormer Hall to the Shropshire
of recorded rights of way in England. Our parish has 39.5 boundary at Marlow.
miles of public rights of way, compared with 16.9 miles of
There are paths with an industrial history such as the
road.
Hollow-way path from Coleswood to Kinton near
Candlemas, used in the past to transport lime from the
Where they go, what they connect, how deep or wide
limekiln below the Briary. Later a better route to the
they become; these physical tracks tell stories of our
ancestors and ourselves. For instance, Leintwardine as a Mocktree crossroads was achieved through a transfer of
land between the local gentry. The path in Lawnwell
busy, trading, service filled settlement for 2,000 years
around the River Teme crossing, is especially dense with valley probably served limekilns in a similar fashion.
footpaths that criss-cross meadows, the woodlands, the Many paths follow routes used by farmworkers to get to
their work. This is probably the case for the path
routes out to towns and around fields. Downton, a
between the Firs at Mocktree and the Hollows.
landowner managed estate, has fewer paths, but
evidence of planned private carriage routes for scenic
Today, our paths express our dog walks and wish for
enjoyment exists.
exercise more than farmwork. The most used path is a
permissive path by the Teme on Brockley Meadow. It is
Heather Hurley, a South Herefordshire historian, has
our equivalent of a park, which becomes more important
provided useful categorisations for the different types of
as no public green space is planned into our building
tracks, for instance, Ridgeways, Drove roads, HollowWays. The oldest, Ridgeways, date from prehistory. One arrangements. However, unlike rights of way (look for
them on the OS Maps as broken red lines) permissive
that has some features of this type is the track from
paths can change if the landowner feels recreation is
Church Hill to Mocktree. More probably, the route is a
conflicting with agriculture.
Drove road used by cattle drovers moving beasts from
the Welsh borders to the English markets. We know that
drovers used to gather at the Swan Inn on Watling Street As long as we walk our rights of way, we will keep them
alive and available. The Parish Council has now added a
and the wide ridge road continues to the Shropshire
new councillor, Jonathan Hopkinson, as Footpath Officer.
boundary at Shelderton. These ridge roads give you
You are invited to contact him (see Parish contacts) and
great views and are bracing in the wind.
join in our community story by using two, three, or four
feet, or however many can be brought to tread, skip, run,
Hollow-ways are sloping paths with high banks formed
and walk over
by repeated heavy traffic. Their banks were often
our rights of
quarried for easy stone and made deeper by streams.
way in 2017
Kinton Lane is a good example. It has been suggested
that this is a former Roman road to Brown Clee. The line onwards.
of the lane continues past the Todden cottages to join
the path to Mocktree. This turnpike road from Lower
Todding over Mocktree was formerly the main route to
Ludlow until the track to the Mocktree quarries was
extended over Fiddlers elbow.
By Jonathan Hopkinson and Francesca Bingham

There were formerly many
houses and farms along
these routes. Remnants
of these can be
detected, some very
clearly, as at the
Mocktree farm cottage
ruin. Even when the
buildings are no longer
visible, there are
markers like fruit trees
or bushes, elder trees
designed to ward off
Style to Brockley Meadow- by Simon Tagg (2016)
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Friends of Leintwardine School and Nursery
Kate Rowley and Elaine Price
A MAJOR EFFORT
THE SCHOOL TAKES A SPONSORED WALK UP CHURCH HILL
On the 6th October we were lucky enough to have the perfect weather for the school sponsored walk; warm and
clear enough to be pleasant, but not so warm that the pull up Church Hill was uncomfortable for the less sprightly
amongst us (mostly me). The sponsored walk was organised by the staff at Leintwardine Primary School as part
of their fundraising efforts and was a great success. ( the total raised was over £1000) The children did their walk in
two parts - the younger children in the morning and the older children in the afternoon. We all walked up the hill and
carried on till we found a good spot for a little rest and a snack. The children had found some interesting fossils in
stones as they came up the hill so felt they had all discovered some treasure. On the way back down the hill into
Leintwardine and on to school the children were in good spirits - it was a lovely way to spend the afternoon and was
a reminder of just how valuable time outdoors - especially in our beautiful countryside - really is. When we got back
to school Mrs Price had organised coffee and a super array of cakes to restore the accompanying adults - and the
children were quick to get Mums and Dads to get cakes to eat on the way home.
This was an event organised
by the staff that Friends of
Leintwardine School
participated in - and there are
some Friends events for the
children to look forward to this
term, including a disco in
December and a Christmas
fun day on the last day of term
which is very much a joint
effort with the Friends and
staff working together to make
sure the children have a
wonderful last day of term
before the excitement of the
Christmas holidays.
Church Hill walk - by Simon Tagg (2016)

By Kate Rowley

LITTLE LEINTWARDINE NURSERY
By Elaine Price, Little Leintwardine Nursery Administrator
Little Leintwardine Nursery held the most lovely Harvest and Autumn
Celebration on Wednesday 19th October. The event was very well
attended by nursery parents who were treated to a rendition of a
number of classic harvest songs, retelling of stories of owls and
hedgehogs, and presentation of hoglet sculptures. The children
confidently led the event and joined in wherever possible. “Nocturnal”
and “red tractors” were strong themes volunteered by our little nature
enthusiasts! It was lovely to have our current parents able to see the
nursery in action. Having successfully developed the new outside
area and generated funds for new model farms for indoor play, the
nursery is now holding a raffle to raise funds to buy an interactive
touch screen which is so versatile for learning. Raffle tickets will be
on sale from the nursery and other Leintwardine outlets throughout
November and December.
Please note that you can find Little Leintwardine Nursery on
Facebook.
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Youth Group
Members of the Leintwardine Youth Group
LYG ART WORK AT THE COURTYARD THEATRE
The Courtyard Theatre, funded by Bright Stripe, ran a project called Space Jam
for youth groups in Herefordshire. Over a period of a couple of weeks, they
visited LYG in the Community Centre and taught young people the art of batik.
With the theme of planets in mind, Manu Song laid out canvasses as a template
for the club members, and showed them how to apply wax and paint in stages.
Slowly, the layers built up into a finished work.
The results are stunning. The planets were hung, as a
part of a magical day created by the Courtyard Theatre
in Hereford, as banners which stretch the full height of
the open plan foyer of the building.
Templates for batik plantets created by LYG
By Karen Foote (2016)

The day, with dancers and acrobats,
fireworks and free picnic lunches
supplied by Tesco, was a great
success and the planet batiks made
by LYG are still hanging at the
theatre.
Go and see them before they come
down, if you get the chance. They
are brilliant!
Painting the planets - By Karen Foote (2016)

COMING SOON
LYG are planning a day early in the New Year to show the village what they are
about. There will be drift trikes available for the kids, fun and games, pizzas for
everyone, and much more. We hope that other village groups will join in to show
the huge range of options for a good and entertaining time currently available in
Leintwardine. You can see what is on offer, or get more deeply involved. Either
way, we hope you will learn a lot more about the village.
LOOK OUT FOR UPDATES OF OUR PLANS

Helpers Emma and Jo at the Courtyard Theatre in front of
LYG art work - By Karen Foote

PLASTIC BAGS MONEY GIVEN TO LOCAL CHARITIES
Great news from Alan and staff at the petrol station shop. Sales of 5p per plastic bag have converted into a significant
total of £766.75 in the past twelve months. In a characteristic action, the staff have sent £363.10 to the Evergreens
Club and £403.65 to the Fire Fighters Charity. What an imaginative and generous donation. Both charities would like to
pass on a BIG THANK YOU to all customers, and Leintwardine Life editors join to pass on thanks from the community
to Griffiths Garage.
Contact details:
Karen (07773 580 939)
Room 9, Leintwardine Community Centre,
Leintwardine, Shropshire SY7 0LB. Tel: 01547 540 772
We are always looking for more volunteers. No permanent

LYG sessions run from 4pm – 8pm every Tuesday
Entry is FREE

commitment needed, just a couple of hours now and then Website:
would make a big difference.
LYG91210.wordpress.com
VOLUNTEERING CAN BE FUN - JOIN IN THE LYG
SUCCESS STORY NOW!

Winter 2016
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letwdineyouthgroup@gmail.com, k393f@btinternet.com
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Young Readers Book Review
Harrison Abbott
Book Review for ‘A Bear Called Paddington’ by Michael Bond 1958
Written by Harrison (aged 11)
There are different stories in one book which means there are different adventures. The
main story is about Paddington as a refugee. He comes from Peru and arrives as an
unaccompanied minor, all alone. Everything is strange, but he has a marmalade
sandwich from home.
The Brown family take him on and he has to learn all sorts of new things. At first, he
floods the bathroom and sets fire to the house. The shower acts like a giant snake.
Paddington wants to be good but everything is different and new.
The Browns had two children who welcomed him. I like the stories and would like to read
more books in the series to see what happens. Paddington is a bear, which I like. He is
a fantasy bear, but his adventures are for all time.

Harrison Abbott and his book - By Philip Wilson (2016)

Thanks Harrison for revisiting this old classic and giving us a young readers take on it!
If you are aged 8-18 then email your book review to: LeintwardineLife@gmail.com

GHOULS, GHOSTS AND THINGS
THAT GO BUMP IN THE LIBRARY
A crafty, spooky time was enjoyed by over 40 visitors of all
ages on Saturday 29 October in the Leintwardine Reading
Room. Ever popular cake decorating (black icing and
Hallowe’en stencils) gave way to spider pompoms (orange
bodies, black spindly legs and googly eyes), dangly bats,
spookily decorated witches’ hats and ghoulish and ghostly
masks to make you jump.
A real owl, albeit dried and wired, drew lots of comments
and attention as did Francesca's nature art station where
children made some beautiful wildlife pictures from dried
grasses, leaves, seeds and husks.

If you aren't a member of our Library yet please do come
along and meet the team of local volunteers who run the
library with support from Herefordshire Library Services .
We are open every Tuesday 10 - 12.30 and 3.30 - 6.30,
every Thursday 2 - 6 and First Saturday 10 - 12. Joining is
simple and free and we have a regularly changing supply of
great books including a wide selection of children's books
from pre-readers to teenage, large print and audio books for
those with poorer sight, and everything from the classics to
whodunits, through fantasy, romance and sci-fi. We also
hold a good collection of local information and history
resources.

Visitors came from far and wide and were made welcome
with refreshments, and we were very pleased that several
took the opportunity to join the library and take out their first
books. A selection of Hallowe'en themed books were also
available to suit all ages, illustrating the range of resources
available to all through our Community Library; it was good
to see several little ones enjoying the stories as
Mum/Dad/Granny/Grandpa relaxed with a cuppa.
Particular thanks to Karen and Francesca for their splendid
organisation of the morning and to Sheila, Culain, Merry,
Debbie and Maggie. And of course to everyone that came
along making it yet another successful Leintwardine Library
event.

Decorating cakes at the Library - Simon Tagg (2016)

Hoping to see you soon….
Friends of Leintwardine Community Library

Library opening hours
Tuesdays:
10.00 – 12.30 & 15.30 – 18.30
Thursdays:
14.00 – 18.00
Every First Saturday 10.00 – 12.00
For details of membership, please contact FOLCL Secretary Mark Ferrero on:
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mark.ferrero@btinternet.com
01547 540627

Issue Number 83

Arts & Crafts
Deanna Jones
THE MUSIC MISERICORD
By Deanna Jones
Since Edward 111 endowed St. Mary Magdalene church
with sufficient funds to sing nine masses a day forever
for his close relatives, there has been more music played
in Leintwardine than the Albert Hall. So the church
authorities felt able to approve Deanna Jones's request
to have a local misericord carved on that music theme.
Three separate scenes are illustrated.
The choir contains likenesses of several recent members
of the church choir, with amusing touches. The maypole
is to be found in the church warden's workshop, when
not in use in the village green or hall. The string quartet
is a summary of the string ensembles brought to the
church by Tom Bowes and Eleanor Alberga in their
brilliant regional Arcadia festival.
Andrew Pearson has carved another harmonious ironic
masterpiece.
Thank you Andy.

Dancing round the maypole - By Philip Wilson (2016)

The music misericord - By Philip Wilson (2016)

Lusty singing by the church choir - By Philip Wilson (2016)

Winter 2016

Arcadia musicians - By Philip Wilson (2016)
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Seasonal Recipe - Winter 2016
Hilary Leslie
PARTRIDGE WITH PEARS AND CHRISTMAS STUFFING

Make Cheese Pastry

(serves 4)
● 4 partridge
● 3 william pears
Ingredients For Christmas Stuffing
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

VEGETARIAN CHRISTMAS PIE

200 ml milk
2tbls chopped parsley (50gr dried cranberries)
40gr butter (200ml double cream)
Half fennel bulb chopped
1 onion chopped
40ml cognac
2 eggs beaten
450gr sausage meat
200gr mushrooms
100gm white bread cubed
450gr pork fillet minced
450gr pork belly minced
10 chestnuts peeled and chopped
Salt and pepper
Method

Warm milk in pan. Soak bread for 20 mins. Melt butter in
saucepan over medium heat, add onion and fennel, sweat
until onion is soft but not coloured. Add mushrooms. Cook a
little longer. Transfer to large bowl. Pass bread and milk
through sieve into bowl. Add remaining
ingredients, together with good seasoning of salt & pepper.
Using both hands mix really well. Heat oven 180 deg mark
4. Press stuffing into buttered ovenproof dish. Cover with
buttered paper and lid or wrap in foil, bake for 45-60mins.

Sift 225gr Plain Flour, rub in 175g Butter, stir in 2 tsp
Paprika and115g parmesan grated. Bind with 1 beaten
egg and 1tbs cold water, knead until smooth, wrap in cling
film and chill for 30 mins.
Filling
Melt 25gr butter, and cook 1 finely chopped onion until
tender. Add 1-2 cloves crushed garlic and 350g mixed
chopped mushrooms. Cook uncovered for 5 mins, stirring
occasionally. Increase the heat to reduce liquid in the pan.
Remove from heat and stir in 2 tsp mixed herbs, 1 tbsp
chopped fresh parsley and 50gr fresh white
breadcrumbs + Salt & Pepper.
Allow to cool. Preheat oven 190deg. Put baking tray in oven.
On a lightly floured surface roll out pastry. Line a 23cm
loose based flan tin, making a narrow rim around the top
edge. Chill 20 mins.
Cheese Topping
Melt 25gr butter in a pan, stir in 25gr plain flour, cook for
2 mins. Gradually blend in 300ml of the milk. Bring to boil
to thicken and simmer 2-3 mins. Remove pan from heat.
Stir in 25gr Parmesan grated and 75gr Cheddar grated,
3/4 tsp English mustard powder and 1 egg yolk. Season
well, and beat until smooth. Whisk the egg white until it
holds soft peaks. Using a metal spoon, fold the egg white
into the topping.
Assemble Pie

For The Partridge
Heat oven 180deg. Make sure the inside of partridge is
clean and dry. Combine 100gr softened butter, 16 sprigs
of thyme, 8 garlic cloves, 4 bay leaves. Divide into 4
portions and stuff partridges. Heat small frying pan over
medium heat, add drop of rapeseed oil and 25gr butter.
Season birds all over with salt. Brown birds one by one all
over, replenishing the oil and butter for each bird. Cook in
oven for 8-12 mins. Rest for 10 mins.

Spread 1tbsp Djon mustard evenly over pastry base.
Spoon in mushroom filling, level with the surface. Pour over
cheese topping and bake pie on the hot baking tray for 3545mins until topping is set and golden. When cooked the
pastry case should sound hollow.
Serve at once or freeze until needed.

For The Pears
Slice the pears lengthways 1cm thick, removing core. Melt 4
tbsp sugar in pan until lightly caramelised. Add 1 tbsp of
red wine vinegar. Add pears .Toss until caramelised.
To Serve
Cut stuffing into desired portions.
Arrange pears and hot stuffing on plate. Add partridge, and
add pear juice. Serve with Brussels sprouts and potatoes of
your choice.
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Science & Nature
Richard Smith
WHAT A WONDERFUL AUTUMN
By Richard Smith
Sunshine has been plentiful allowing field work, i.e.
cultivating the ground and planting crops, to proceed
according to the plan. You must have a plan, though
usually nature forces you from plan A through a good part
of the alphabet until the final plan that sees you past the
finishing post. The sun did struggle to dry out the bean
crop waiting in the fields back in September - they
resolutely refused to turn black and welcome the combine
harvester. I preferred not to use a spray to desicate the
crop, so risking the small weeds becoming larger in the
rain and making harvesting hard work i.e. the beans will
not flow through the combine, blocking it or hanging on the
knife. Still we gathered ours in and dried them down. They
now sit waiting either to be part of the protein fed to
animals in Shropshire or off to Egypt for human
consumption.
The rain did fall in early autumn. A good soaking of 30mm
in the last six days of September - but only 12mm in the
whole of October, the driest in the last 27 years. Enough
for crops and grass without the addition of mud. Sadly it is
hard to enjoy the sound of steady rain without thinking of
mud. Yet this October did manage to dry mud into dust,
ask the fellows harvesting potatoes all around, but I think
the fish in the rivers would appreciate some steady rain.

them! So in time the sheep are ready, the clocks go back
and in go the rams to start another year.
No mud means dairy cows can stay out in the fields longer,
keeping cleaner and having a bite of grass then bedding
down in their winter quarters for the night. Their main
enemy is flies which can seem worse in an open autumn
than even on a summer’s day. They all stand in a crowd
by the gate and become short tempered for the afternoon
milking - the best answer is a good sharp frost. Something
missing from this wonderful autumn. Having some milking
and dry cows and strong heifers still out in early November
is a blessing and should make the winter shorter. It must
be shortened if it doesn't start too soon! Hopefully they
won't be words regretted at the end of April!
The lack of gales so far has contributed to this wonderful
Autumn. The colours of trees and hedges bring home the
joy of seasons. As November moves to December and
January we shall have to cut all those hedges, trying not to
frustrate motorists. We do try! The roadsides have to be
cut every year but field hedges we try to cut only once in
two or three years, relying on dry or frosty ground to travel
on the fields. It makes the cutting harder but helps the
birds so as with most things there is a balance to achieve.
Natures wild and colourful November against January's
trimmed and smart.

So - the plan. Mid December will see the cattle in winter
quarters, the ewes in early pregnancy finding a bite of
Once the planting is finished the lack of mud allows a good grass and turnips. The machinery cleaned and serviced
start to autumn and early winter jobs. Old fences past their and some of the harvested crops leaving the farm. The
milk tanker will collect each and every day as it does all
sell by date can be pulled out and new started. Gates reyear. Calves will be born, some to be sold for others to
hung. Tracks repaired. Drains cleaned and slurry spread.
Trees can be planted, November on our thin soils seems to rear as beef but the Holstein females to be raised at
Downton and milk all their lives at Downton. The mothers
be the best month for tree survival. Two hundred apples
keep working, eating their silage diet and producing milk.
three years ago planted to perpetuate old orchards have
The work force have memories of post harvest and half
mostly survived, as have a number of limes, oaks and
term holidays and are looking forward to the Christmas
hornbeams from last year. More oaks this year to fill the
break. Then January will be here and the plans for spring
gaps where fences are straightened.
will have to begin.
October is a busy sheep month as the ewes are sorted
into groups by their condition so that the thinner sheep can
be fed a better diet. Often it is the thinner ewes that milked
better and had twins or triplets so they are worth looking
after. At Downton all ewes receive plenty of cobalt and
selenium - two minerals the ground is short of but are
important in a healthy diet for animals. Liquid drench and
boluses - slow release tablets - are put into the animal’s
stomach. We have been using a relatively new method of
handling sheep called a squeeze crush. The animal walks
through and the shepherd stands on a lever which
squeezes the sides together and holds her there. After her
medicines and a haircut the sides are released, off she
goes and in comes the next. Works well for man and
animal. It is the same concept as used in cattle stations in
NW Australia for securing two year old Brahmin bulls that
have never even seen humans, let alone been touched by
Sheep at Downton - By Richard Smith
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Making Music…
Ed Kiff & Francesca Bingham
MAKING A CELLO AS A RETIREMENT PROJECT
By Ed Kiff
I have had a life long interest in wood working and when I
was working I was fortunate for many years to be able to
attend a week’s summer school at Parnham House in
Dorset. Here a dozen of us would be taught fine
woodworking skills in a glorious environment by renowned
craftsmen. Once back to work, the challenge was to find
any time to continue making in order to practice these newly
acquired skills. Eventually Parnham closed down and I
missed its pleasure and education each summer.
I have also had a life long interest in music – listening to it,
but not understanding it. As retirement approached I
thought that I should work on this and so joined a choir.
This allowed me to learn to read music, a skill that I had
conspicuously failed to acquire as a child.
These two parts of my life came together when I decided
that I would like to play the cello; quite why I am not sure. I
suspect that it was because it has the range of a human
voice and perhaps because I heard one played as a child. I
knew of a musical instrument making course at West Dean
College near Chichester and thought that it might be a
substitute for my time at Parnham, only this time making an
instrument rather than furniture.
West Dean College, based in Chichester, was set up as a
Trust to provide education in Art and Craft. The tutors are all
working instrument makers of long experience and used to
adult education. My plan was to make one cello. It was
suggested that it might be best to make a violin first so as to
become conversant with the techniques needed – wise
advice, although it added a further four years to the journey.
Some of the woodworking techniques required were known
to me but the degree of precision needed at times stretched
both my competence and vision beyond all possibility. I
found that I needed more and more lights and bigger and
bigger magnifying lenses to remove smaller and smaller bits
of wood. I was reintroduced to the mysteries and smell of

rabbit skin glue – last experienced as a schoolboy. All string
instruments may need taking apart in the future for
restoration so the glue must be reversible.
A cello is essentially a box with a means of stretching four
strings across it. Plucking or drawing a bow across the
strings causes them to vibrate. That vibration is passed
through the bridge to the front and back plates which
magnifies the vibration and moves the air which we hear as
sound when it strikes our ear drums. The tension in the
strings is high so the pressure exerted through the bridge
on to the front is considerable. However, the front and back
have to be thin in order to be able to vibrate. Consequently,
the front and back have to be shaped in order to distribute
the pressure from the bridge out to the sides. My cello is a
copy of a late Stradivarius model known as the Gore Booth
after one of its owners.
It has taken me four years to complete the making of the
cello and I am now varnishing it. It should be ready to play
by Christmas.
While I was making the violin one of the other students on
the course, a cello teacher, kindly let me try out her cello
during lunchtimes and
convinced me that it was
possible for me to learn to play
it. I therefore bought a Chinese
cello and started having
lessons – which are
continuing, possibly for
ever. It is a slow process
but surprisingly very
enjoyable and I find now
that I need an hour‘s
practice each day to feel
comfortable. More recently
there have been
opportunities to play with
others, in the village and
beyond, which has added a
further dimension of
enjoyment.

But, that high end of musicality is not the end of it, as
Laraine has been the pianist for the last five years of the
Christmas entertainment put on by the Leintwardine
By Francesca Bingham
Players. This is a considerable challenge to the less
musically inclined actors, but with Laraine’s generous
Laraine and Roger Attwood have kept the beat going in
Leintwardine for 17 years. Both professional school music tutelage, everyone comes up to the mark and the singing
teachers, they joined the church choir here in 1999. Since is a big part of the pantomimes. Her involvement with
school productions and later, the Adforton theatricals, led
then, every Sunday, Laraine has played the organ and
piano whilst Roger is choirmaster and singer. Under their her to be the obvious go-to person for the Leintwardine
encouragement, the choir is growing and now numbers a Players. Thank heavens for Laraine.
dozen. Last Christmas, the choir put on an ambitious
And finally Laraine is in an ensemble of instrumentalists
concert. The practice is on Thursdays at 7.30pm in the
that varies from being a trio, to a quartet, to a quintet, but
Lady Chapel. Everyone is welcome to come along. No
never a singlet. The Attwoods are a musical duo who
need to have prior experience or be able to read music.
keep us all singing and dancing in the rain.
No guilt trip is laid on anyone who cannot be as
consistent in attendance as the Attwoods.

FROM HIGH TO LOW
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…in Leintwardine
A CERTAIN HONEST WILDNESS
By Tom Bowes
As artistic directors and indeed inventors of Arcadia we
felt from the moment we moved here some 11 years ago
that a festival was what we wanted to create… and one
that reflected our ideas and passions about how a
festival might be. It took us a little longer to get around
to actually starting the thing than we had anticipated but
once set in motion in 2010, it has become the focus of
our year here and we like to think has gained a following.
Our audiences have grown steadily and they seemed to
have tuned into what we’re trying to do.

Proms last year on national TV, here we were thrilled to
treat locals to their very own first performance of
something.
The musicians who have come here to be part of Arcadia
have come from all over the world. They are all people
we know and whose work we have admired and it is a
great treat to get them here and show them the delights
of Leintwardine and Downton. They have all been
bowled over by the beauty of the landscape and its
arcadian character. Whether they have come from
London, other parts of the UK or further afield - and we
have had guest artists from the USA, Switzerland,
Denmark, Sweden, Estonia and Germany and beyond it has always been a joy to watch as the atmosphere
here works its magic.

We had experienced many versions of the music festival
in our travels and careers and we had developed some
quite particular ideas about what we wanted to create on Especially memorable to the musicians and locals have
our home patch. What we weren’t quite prepared for was been the sometimes raucous evenings at the Sun Inn the extent to which the landscape and community would something we introduced in 2012 - where, with hair let
down, so to speak, the music of Mozart, Dvorak, or
influence us here. Who, coming from any other part of
whoever is given and received in a wonderfully informal
the UK would not be moved and delighted by the
landscape here? We certainly were. And how could we spirit.
not be influenced and attracted to the ideas of our
All our main concerts have been in churches of course
guiding spirit, RPK, who in his turn and at his time, had
and we adore the special kind of listening these spaces
felt both so inspired and so at home here?
(We’ of course now reside in his ‘cottage’ - the idealised can encourage. Memories of St Giles in Downton filled to
bursting a couple of years ago to a performance of the
home he created for himself in Downton upon giving up
Schubert ‘cello quintet with people literally sitting on any
the responsibility of the Castle.)
flat surface available and St Mary M in Leintwardine
listening spellbound to late Beethoven have been very
So we named our festival Arcadia (actually Eleanor’s
idea) to imply a certain limitless artistic licence, a certain special things to cherish in the memory. We hope there
will be many more. Plans for next year’s event are
honest wildness that reflected both his and our
aspirations. We are now nicely established as part of the starting to solidify and we’ll again try to produce a festival
that is both local and international in every sense.
yearly calendar of events in the area - the first weekend
Perhaps a theme will emerge in the now long line of such
in October - and the thing seems to grow from year to
things: Well met by Moonlight(2011), Folk Music (2012),
year. The first few festivals were hard and we probably
drove a few people mad with our obstinacy in refusing to Postcards from Italy (2013), Transcendence (2014),
market the festival in a standard and smooth way. But I Youth, Age and Love (2015), and “At Home and
think we are now at the point where locals know what to Abroad’(2016); and we can again let art speak where
other forms of human communication leave off.
expect: vibrant, energetic and really committed music
making that is made literally in the few days before the
concerts and with a group of musicians who live, eat and Arcadia 2017 dates. 4th - 8th October.
work together in an intense way.
Locals have very generously supported the festival in
more ways than simply buying tickets to the concerts:
they have cooked for us, offered accommodation for the
visiting musicians we are unable to house and, once they
have trusted us, have made it possible to create really
adventurous programmes. We’ve had a succession of
guest composers here as well as new music and world
premieres.
This year’s world premiere - Eleanor’s setting of George
Herbert’s ‘The Glimpse’ - was a great example of all this.
Having perhaps watched her at the Last Night of the
The Arcadia musicians - By Tom Bowes (2016)
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Making Leintwardine…
Tim Littlar & Dr. Mark Richards
THE INSTRUMENT MAKER
By Tim Littlar
I must have been about fourteen when I looked at my violin and wondered, how was this made? Making violins
seems to have been a constant in my life, something I have often pursued over and above every other occupation.
When I was eighteen, I was lucky to study at the violin school in Newark, Notts in the late 1970s. It was a wonderful
experience. In the first year, I made the tools for instrument making that I have used ever since. My first commission
was to make a viola in 1981.
Violins have changed little over the centuries. The tools and methods are hundreds of years old. Modern makers
have all the advantages of accumulated knowledge to draw upon. Yet, getting an instrument to sound and handle
like one of the old masters is elusive. For me, the process of making still remains more instinctive than
programmatic. Perhaps this is why I still find myself interested, frustrated, and nervous about the outcome. As you
put one together, you always wonder at how it may
sound, what sort of character it will become as it
passes from maker to musician.
As the cost of older quality instruments become
unaffordable, the contemporary maker like myself
offers a good alternative for musicians who want a
bespoke instrument. Although I do not make copies,
my work is certainly based on some of the great
instruments of the past. Last year, I was commissioned
to make a cello based on one I measured by Andrea
Guarneri. By using photos, measurements, templates
and rubbings of the instrument itself, I can get the
essence of the original but the instrument carries the
mark of its modern maker.
Then, there’s always the question of varnish…

MUSIC MAKING AT THE SUN INN
Dr Mark Richards
The Sun Inn at Leintwardine plays host to three
communal music making evenings a month, each with
their own individual character. All nights run from 8pm
to 11pm. Musicians need to bring their own instrument,
and singers need to bring their own backing music on
CD or iPOD if required. Performers at the band and
regular Open Mics receive a free drink. What further
incentive could be required?
On the second Friday a band-based Open Mic is
hosted by local group the Rhythm Thieves. PA, guitar
amplifiers, monitor speakers and an electronic drum kit
are available for the use of both established bands and
individual musicians forming ad hoc groups.

Tim Littlar’s workshop - Francesca Bingham (2016)

setting, and also provides a supportive environment for
those relatively new to performing. As with the Open
Mics, the session is open to those who just wish to
listen too.
On the final Friday the regular Open Mic is again
hosted by Mark Richards of the Rhythm Thieves. This
event is always a lively affair, often featuring ten to
twelve different acts and typically being the busiest
night of the month at the pub. It is most suited to solo
performers, duos and small bands who don’t require
drums. Alongside our more ‘seasoned’ artists, we often
have children from both Leintwardine and Wigmore
Schools (where Mark teaches guitar and ukulele)
performing.

The second Sunday sees the Red Brick Bar at the
front of the pub in action as the setting for an acoustic
session, hosted by Mark and Jill. This is an informal,
friendly affair, often featuring poetry, jokes and short
stories alongside the music. It is particularly suitable for
musicians wanting to test out ideas in a more intimate
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…Sing Aloud!
Charlotte Bulley, Annie Powers & George Cebo
LEINTWARDINE VOCALS - THE FIRST DECADE
By Charlotte Bulley
Before moving to Leintwardine in January 2006, when I lived in magical Snowdonia National Park, I joined a local
Natural Voice singing group. After varying experiences of choral singing, it provided me with what seemed an ideal
version - members of the local community singing sometimes astonishingly complex harmonies, but all learned by
ear in a relaxed, really open way. I really wanted to set a group like that up here, and, after I’d heard Frank Jones
carolling along Watling Street, decided to have a go.
I know it wasn’t everybody’s cup of tea (!), but a highlight of the sessions for me were often the warm-ups, where I
could let fly and improvise rhythm and harmonies, using vocal and body percussion.
Ten years later, alas, I no longer have time to do it, but I (certainly), and several people in this village (I hope!), feel
better off for having regularly got together to sing. Those songs have been a mixture of challenging, soothing, funky
and fun, and teaching them, especially to such a brilliant group of people, was a real privilege and joy, and
something I look back at with happiness and pride.

SINGING ALOUD
I have kept to the original policy of teaching everything
by ear, so there is no need to read music. So far, we
have sung a real mix – from the Everley brothers to a
My dear friend, Charlotte Bulley, started up Leintwardine 14th century Spanish motet. There have also been some
Community Choir almost a decade ago. When pressure English folk songs, American bluegrass, West Gallery,
and the incomparable Andrews Sisters!
of work led her to stop, Leintwardine voices without
Charlotte at the helm seemed unthinkable.
To hear the harmonies building and coming together is
such a buzz – an endorphin fuelled high when it works
So, with the encouragement of Charlotte, I decided to
give the job of Choir leader a go. Secretly, I have always well, and of course, we have a good laugh too.
wanted to run a choir. I love singing in harmony above
So, why not come along? We meet in the Methodist Hall
all things and relish the chance to write vocal
on Mondays 8.00 – 915pm. As we get nearer to
arrangements for many voices. I just didn’t know if I
Christmas there will be some glorious local folk carols
could pull it off.
and wassailing songs, rounds and part songs. The first
session is free. Don’t be put off because you think you
When the choir restarted last September, I emailed
regulars (including my mother) and said ‘let’s give it a go’.can’t sing, (everybody thinks that). This isn’t the Royal
Operatic Society. All you need is the ability to ENJOY
I knew I could only be myself with my own style and
musical tastes, but I had no idea how well this would go the experience of singing and being with others to raise
your voices in ‘Joyful Noise’.
down.
By Annie Powers

HEDGEROW OBSERVATIONS
By George Cebo
A friend who is a musician, gave me a Ukulele. Another
friend, Mike Oliver, who does know how to play, was asked
for help. He decided that work was needed on the
instrument, which was a baritone. Mike involved his son,
Simon to take the Ukulele to the Hereford group that met at
the Old Comrade Pub on Thursday nights, near the Fire
Station. Find them on Facebook
www.hereforduke.moonfruit.com (07596 143735)
With the help of all these friends, this baritone Ukulele may
well sing again. Wonderful! A beautiful hand made card,
signed by members of H.U.G. was sent to say thank you for
the gift, which will be loved and cared for, and played, most
importantly. It all makes you feel so humble… So, if you
have an old instrument gathering dust in your attic, get it
down, dust it off, and find a friend to make it sing.

Winter 2016

I remember sitting in a hazel coppice near Wigmore,
enjoying a Barbeque, whilst a lovely lady played her
Hammer Dulcimer. Life does not get better than that, trust
me - make Leintwardine Sing.

Mocktree - By Natasha Gorton
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Pets Corner
Felicity Grice
ANNA AND HOLLY - A CHRISTMAS STORY
By Felicity Grice
This is the story of Anna and her little dog Holly. Anna
was born on 28th April 1982 and Holly was born in the
first week of November 1994.
Anna loved animals from when she was very small.
While climbing gates to stroke ponies and stopping in
the lane to pat friendly dogs, she longed for a pet of her
own. She had two animal friends. Squit, the puppy
collie dog, who lived at the Todding with Reg, and Sunny,
an old palomino pony who stayed in a field behind
R.T.William’s house in Watling St. (now No19). The field
is now Lowe Croft. Though in his late eighties, R.T loved
looking after Sunny, filling her water trough and feeding
In the
her treats.
children's
teenage years we often
In the autumn of 1994 our friend's Jack Russell had five
went out for a family pub
pups. We went to see them and one climbed up onto
meal on a Friday night. We
Anna's Dad's chest.
would creep back in and
Anna's wish for a puppy of her own was granted when
burst into the kitchen.
she promised to walk and look after this puppy she
Holly would be in
called Holly.
the middle
of the
That Christmas 1994 saw two new family members join
floor,
Anna and her brother Andrew; Holly and a tabby kitten
ears
called Micky. After a few tussles they got on well,
Holly the dog - Supplied by the Grice family
down,
chasing and pouncing and falling asleep together. That
looking up from under her eyebrows with a "Who? me?"
January we had a heavy snowstorm. The drifts were so
deep that when Holly bounded into the field adjoining our Expression, and the chair would still be rocking…
Smoking gun or what?
garden, the snow was up past her shoulders and she
had to bounce along like a kangaroo.
One Easter, Holly fell so ill there seemed nothing more to
do from the emergency vet. Anna begged for us to take
Micky wisely stayed by the Rayburn, a position much
her home and give her one more chance. We wrapped
fought over in a draughty old Rectory. They curled up
up this poor, sick, reflex-less dog and drove her home.
together and dreamed of Spring and going to visit Squit
We lifted her gently from the car, laid her down just inside
and Sunny.
the front door - she half opened her eyes and saw … a
rabbit! Her ears pricked, her nose twitched, legs
Anna rose early every morning to walk Holly before
scrambled and our near- death little dog was off down
school; she also taught Holly many tricks, but Anna did
not need to teach Holly how to be an escape artist (type the lawn!!!
"Holly dog's climb to freedom" into Youtube) . Anna and
She made a rapid recovery and apart from occasional
her friends played dress up games with Holly, pushed
fits lasting a minute or so, spent the rest of her life in
her in a pram, and Holly entered into everything with
patience and sometimes enthusiasm. Holly had her own good health. Vet was as perplexed as we were, and as
delighted!
language and nicknames for the family. Her own was
Pubbin.
Anna grew to go to University and went to Leeds. As
soon as she was out of Halls and into a student house
When Anna went on holiday, Holly stayed with Rita and
she decided to have Holly with her. Holly thought any
Daniel on Watling Street, whom she loved. She also
university called "Leeds" (however spelt) had to be a
joined the Hardy Family at the fish and Chip shop
sharing with their wonderful collies Zac and Moby whom good idea for a dog. What a life for a dog! The carpets
seemed to be made of pizzas and there were always
she hero-worshiped.
students home at odd times of the day, lots of adoring
visitors AND she was allowed on sofas and beds!!!!
Holly's major frustration was that the cats were allowed
on the rocking chair beside the Rayburn and she was not.
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Pets Corner
Felicity Grice
Now Anna's house mate had a friend called Nick and
Holly thought Nick was very good news indeed. She
quickly decided that if Nick were to be persuaded to
come and visit Holly (and Anna) again, then she better
do some impressive tricks to entertain him. Nick was a
sensible chap and realised that if he was to get to spend
time with Holly, then he better ask Anna out. Well one
thing led to another and Holly's two best people in the
world became each other's "best people". After
University, Anna and Nick and Holly all went to live and
work by the seaside in Devon. Now 13 yrs old, Holly
loved the beach and going to pubs in the evening and
having lots of old friends to stay.

Sad Nick and Anna had no idea what to do. Anna
phoned the vet who bred Holly and had known her all her
life. She gave wise and compassionate advice and this
brave little dog was eased gently out of this world after
her heart’s desire - a chocolate bar.
People all over the country were very sad, they phoned
each other but couldn't speak.
We wrote a poem entitled "Not every dog in the world
gets to..." It noted all the amazing, happy things Holly
achieved and how many folk loved her and her 500 plus
views on Youtube. Now a whole lot more people know
about her and happily, all these years later, one of them
is Anna and Nick's little son Lucas .

After a perfect retirement, in the summer of 2009 Holly
started to feel poorly after eating a cupcake (paper case
and all) but it could have just been old age. She had long Lucas has his own dog to love. She is a collie-cross
outlived all her litter mates. Weeks of vet visits followed, called Effie and so the story begins anew.
antibiotics, steroids but no real improvement.

SUDUKO CHALLENGE - RATING EASY (0.40)

Natasha Gorton is a local artist currently studying art at Hereford College of Art. She is interested in developing as a textile artist and has been experimenting with abstract patterns and colours.
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Health & Wellbeing
Peter Forshaw
Instead of rushing your shave, you will start to take your
time and enjoy it, like I do now. All you need to get you
going is a decent DE (double edge) safety razor from
By Peter Forshaw
manufactures like Edwin Jagger of Sheffield or Merkur in
Germany. The Edwin Jagger DE89 is an excellent
Several years ago I used multi blade razors from the
beginners razor and so is the Merkur 34C. Around the
likes of Gillette & Wilkinson Sword, together with the
£20 mark these razors will last a lifetime if well looked
chemical gloop gels in pressurised canisters. Shaving
after. The next thing is a shaving brush, badger hair is
was a chore, something to get out of the way quickly
before facing a new day. My shaves could be described best, some shaving soap or cream and a lathering bowl.
All these are available from specialist retailers like "The
at best, okay, sometimes resulting in skin burn.
Shaving Shack", "The Traditional Shaving Company",
"Shave
Lounge". A decent brush is in the region of £20
These heavily advertised and celebrity endorsed shaving
but
will
last 10 odd years. A good inexpensive shaving
products, despite speeding up the shaving process and
cream
is
Proraso of Italy. When it comes to blades
adding more convenience to the equation, are
"Feather",
"Astra" and "Gillette" are excellent. My
responsible for an increasing number of skin ailments.
personal
favourite
is "Gillette Silver Blue" which is
Electric razors and the multiple blade contraptions irritate
smooth
and
forgiving
and available on ebay for £16.00
the skin more, leaving ingrown hairs, razor bump, razor
per
100.
burn and skin redness in their wake.

The Joys of Traditional Wet Shaving

Thankfully the male ritual of old school traditional safety
razor shaving has made a glorious comeback. After the
initial cost of purchasing a safety razor, the blades only
work out at approx £0.16 each compared to over £3.00
each for e.g. a Gillette Fusion cartridge!! Do the maths!
The problem with multi blade cartridges is the blades are
very close together with extremely small spacing
between each cutting edge. The razor is unable to
cleanly cut hair without requiring multiple passes along
your skin, catching and pulling long stubble, as well as
constantly clogging during the shave. Downward
pressure is also required for the razor to work, irritating
the skin even further. In comparison, while double edge
safety razors may take longer to get used to, with a short
learning curve to overcome, you have far more control
over the razor. It may take longer,
with shorter strokes, but you
will end up with a much
closer shave (BB babies
bottom) with far less skin
irritation. If you are a man
who appreciates
engineering excellence
that has stood the test of
time and has the patience
to learn, then maybe it is
time to think about leaving
those expensive
cartridges behind and
opt for a
resultsproven
double
edged
razor.
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There are also numerous DE shaving tutorials on
YouTube to help you get started. The key with a safety
razor is to find the best shaving angle for you individually.
Start by placing the razor face flat against your face (with
the handle perpendicular to your face). Slowly lower the
razor handle towards the floor as you pull the razor down
your face. When the hair starts cutting, you will have
found the right angle. Importantly do not apply any
pressure and just let the weight of the razor do the work.
Finally the finishing touches are a good after shave balm
like Proraso and an Alum Block. This is a crystal-like
stone that is moistened with cold water and gently
rubbed over the shaved area to act as an antiseptic. It
also helps to stop bleeding from small nicks and cuts as
well as cooling and refreshing the skin. I would
recommend "Osma".
Well that's it guys over to you. If you really take to this
traditional and pleasurable method of shaving, most do,
then you may find it becomes a blokish hobby. That's
when you start to upgrade and experiment. For e.g. my
latest Razor is hand crafted from solid 303
stainless steel in the USA. Before you ask,
yes it does shave like a dream and looks
a million
dollars!
Happy shaving.
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Nerissa Wilson
talks, and a group of volunteers, led by June Emberton,
gladly supply all the hard work needed to run the
sessions in the Reading Room. As to the members, Prue
By Nerissa Wilson
Disley has been a loyal supporter for 34 years, Eleanor
Whatmore
joined when Doctor Garlick suggested she
I recently spent a happy couple of hours in the Reading
should
go
along
when she was at a low ebb 23 years
Room with the Evergreens. The women and men in the
ago,
and
the
newest
recruits became members in the
group meet at 2.30 p.m. on the fourth Wednesday of
last
few
months.
They
all find plenty to talk about, and
each month to chat, listen to a speaker and have a slap
have
found
new
friendships
in the relaxed atmosphere.
up tea. On the day when I was there we were given ham
They
would
love
to
welcome
more new faces. Anyone
and cheese and tomato sandwiches, coffee and lemon
can
join,
so
do
go
along
and
spend a Wednesday
drizzle cake, and as much tea as we could drink.
afternoon
with
the
Evergreens
to
see what a good time
Everything was served on pretty tablecloths with flowers
you
can
have.
in the centre of the table, and cleared away again by
smiling volunteers. The excellent talk that afternoon was
about changing attitudes to the disabled, but the themes
cover a wide range of subjects. Recently they have
heard from a vet from the Marches veterinary practice
and the Blue Cross. Local people come to talk about
their careers as anything from interpreters in Brussels to
air line pilots. It all adds up to an afternoon of friendship
and entertainment specially provided for the older
members of the parish. There is no lower age limit.

AN AFTERNOON WITH THE EVERGREENS

And that is not all! There are trips each year, one to the
seaside and one for shopping, and a Christmas party
followed by a New Year’s meal, out somewhere locally,
and subsidised by the Evergreens so that everyone can
enjoy it.

The Evergreens - By Philip Wilson

For more information contact June Emberton:
Membership costs £10.00 a year. A coffee morning sale
once a year in April helps to fund all the free teas and

01547 540158 or juneemberton@hotmail.co.uk

ALADDIN AT THE LEINTWARDINE CENTRE
The Leintwardine Players are proud to present this much-loved traditional pantomime for Christmas. The story of
Aladdin and his magic lamp dates back at least to the 9th century, when it was one of the tales from China, Egypt
and Arabia in the famous Arabian Nights collection. The pantomime version can be traced back to Henry J.
Byron's burlesque Aladdin, or The Wonderful Scamp, first performed at the Strand Theatre, London, in 1861. The
mere word Aladdin evokes magic, colour, and the perfumed 'East'. It's a fabulous yarn. All the key elements are
there - a magic lamp, a magic ring, an evil wizard, and a beautiful princess. Not forgetting the popular 'dame',
Widow Twankee, and her two sons, love-struck Aladdin himself, and his put-upon brother Wishee-Washee. Add a
genie, a fairy, and a magic carpet ride for the sake of true love (which, naturally, conquers all in the end) and you
have the perfect recipe for festive hi-jinks, and fun. With music, song, and dance, the show is suitable for all the
family. There will be three performances at the
Leintwardine Centre:
● Friday 9th December at 7.30
● Saturday 10th December at 2.30 (matinée)
● Saturday 10th December at 7.30
Tickets available from Debbie Whittle
Tel: 01547 540627
● Adult £7
● Child (under 18) £4
● Family (2 children + 2 adults) £20

Winter 2016

Pantomime rehearsals - By Holly Littlar
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Leintwardine Parish Roundup
Paul Russell
LEINTWARDINE GROUP PARISH COUNCIL
UPDATE
By Paul Russell
The Parish Council has been continuing to investigate
the following matters:

Steps in the High Street
The Parish Council has asked for these to be blocked up
following local feedback. Balfour Beatty has included this
work in its programme and the work will be undertaken in
the next few months.
Web Portal Update

Cemetery

Quotations are being sought to repaint the doors on the Access to Leintwardine Life on Line can be found at the
Lychgate. If any local painters and decorators would like following web address is:
to submit a quotation to the parish council please contact
http://www.smallercounciltransparencyportal.uk/cgithe Clerk.
bin/councilindex.pl?council=Leintwardine_Group_Pa
rish_Council
Further investigations are being carried out to assess
Litter Bins
whether a bespoke all ability access can be created into
the Cemetery. The Chairman, Cllr Mike Collins, is
The Parish Council has been working with residents,
assessing levels and will report in due course to the
Balfour Beatty and Ward Councillor Gandy to try to
Council.
improve bin locations and emptying. This is an on-going
issue which the Council will continue to pursue.
Highway Issues
2017/18 Budget
The Police have carried out enforcement visits to help
address the issue of speeding vehicles through the
village. Cllr Richard Edwards is leading on this and some The Parish Council is about to commence its
progress is being made to help enhance and improve the development of next year’s budget. Further information
will be uploaded onto the website and be discussed at
speed limit signage.
Council meetings.
ROMAN FINDS ON VIEW AT THE SURGERY
There is now a display of pottery and artefacts that were
found on the site of the new Health Centre, and can be seen
in the entrance to the building. Some of the items which
would have rested near the remains of the (Roman or local is
not known) lady who was buried there are now on show, with
identifying information beside them. Many people were
touched by the knowledge that “the Roman lady” was an
early resident of Leintwardine and is now resting in the
churchyard at St. Mary’s. We hope that she will soon have a
stone to mark where she lies, so that between the objects in
the Health Centre and the grave on the churchyard, she will
be given a permanent place in the history of the village.

Sunset in Leintwardine - By Dave Fletcher
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The opinions expressed in this publication are those of the contributors and not
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There are currently seven six five Parish Council vacancies - please contact your local councillor ASAP if you are interested!
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Council Matters
Mike Collins & Councillor Carole Gandy
LEINTWARDINE GROUP PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
Council Matters
By Chairman Mike Collins
Herefordshire Council has been required to make a saving
of £59 million pounds over the period 2010 to 2015. The
future requirement is to make a further saving of £28.4
Jonathan is returning to the Council as Parish Tree Warden. million over the period 2016 to 2020.
In this role, he will be a point of contact for residents for
Post Office Update
advice from the recently revived Herefordshire Tree Warden
Network. Also, he will be able to provide assistance to
Jonathan Hopkinson and his team of volunteers on the care It was anticipated that by the end of September a mobile
post office would be visiting Leintwardine at least twice a
and management of trees and hedgerows that impinge on
week. A mobile post office has been purchased by the Post
the network of footpaths in the area of Leintwardine.
Office and is standing by in Shropshire ready to serve the
area. Unfortunately, owing to the poor mobile phone
Neighbourhood Development Plan
signals in the area it is necessary for the post office van to
be parked within 10 metres of a dedicated land line. The
Approved by Herefordshire Council Following a six week
connection is made by means of an ADSL communications
period of consultation and consideration of the
port attached to a telegraph pole. BT Openreach have so
representations received Leintwardine NDP has been
approved to progress to examination. An external examiner far been unable to deliver the connection. However, the
Parish Council, BT and the Post Office are working to solve
is about to be appointed. If the examiner’s report confirms
the technical and logistical problems and service to the
that the draft plan meets the legal requirements, then
village will then resume.
Herefordshire Council will proceed to the final stage of
submitting the plan to a referendum within the Group Parish
Area.
Our New Councillor Jonathan Catling

CAROLE IN THE COMMUNITY
I expect many of you are starting to think about Christmas
and involved in organising village activities leading up to it.
I have been invited to a number of events at Wigmore
School and am looking forward to them.

ongoing against Amey. Once this has been completed I will
be urging the Cabinet to use a significant amount of that
money on road maintenance.

I have discussed with officers the issue of faster broadband
in Mortimer ward. The vast majority of the ward should be
able to connect to this by the end of March at the latest but
I was delighted to be able to speak on the debate in Council there will be some 350 properties which are not covered by
on the future of libraries in Herefordshire. I pointed out how the present BT contract. A new contract provider has been
approved and it is hoped that the final 350 properties will, if
successful Leintwardine Library was with an increased
they choose, be able to connect by the end of 2017. I
usage of 13% compared with a usage drop across the
County of 21%. However without the support of the County recognise that this has been a slow process but I believe
that BT underestimated how difficult it would be to provide
library service, Leintwardine Library could not survive. I
connectivity in such a rural county.
was very pleased therefore when it was agreed that the
library service in Leominster and Hereford would remain
Herefordshire is now preparing with some certainty for the
unchanged and that the library service would continue to
arrival of up to 30 Syrian refugees on 29 November. We
support Leintwardine.
expect to receive a further similar number of Syrian
refugees around early March 2017. The council and our
So far this Autumn the weather has been very kind to us
partners are working to ensure we are prepared and
and let’s hope this continues. It is a testing time of year,
confident in meeting the needs of the refugee families when
particularly for those living in very rural areas. Many roads
they arrive.
are in need of resurfacing and I have submitted to Balfour
Beatty a list of 6 roads which are particularly bad in
Please use the dedicated website for dealing with refugee
Mortimer ward, stressing that rural roads are the motorist’s
enquiries and offers of support. The web address is
life line for many who have no access to public transport.
www.herefordshire.gov.uk/refugees.
During this financial year no roads in Mortimer ward were
resurfaced and with continuing financial restraints I am not
As always, if you wish to contact me about a particular
optimistic about the coming year.
matter, or just for a general chat, please do not hesitate to
do so either on :
You will have heard about the recent Amey judgement
which is good news in respect of £9.5 million being awarded
01568 780583
to Herefordshire by the high court. This payment however
carole.gandy@herefordshire.gov.uk
is subject to any stay pending appeal and even then will
need to be held in a special reserve until any appeal
I am also always happy to come out to see you.
process is exhausted. This is one of a number of actions
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Tales from the bus stop
Frances panicked for the second time in the day. “I am
not sure,” she murmured, “ I am very busy just at the
moment and I have friends arriving quite soon to see
(well, it is Christmas - Ed)
me.”
“Well,”
replied Dan, settling into a chair near the front
The usual crowd were waiting for the Saturday morning
window,
“then I will leave when they appear.” He tuned
bus to Ludlow. When I arrived they had only one topic of
his
strings
for a minute or two, (his was a classical
conversation. Frances Troon.”What about her?”, I asked.
“Well,” they all started talking at once, until one man took guitar), and started to play. Frances sat down stiffly
opposite him on a dining chair, her legs placed very
control of the story and spoke for them all. “You know
precisely together and her skirt pulled forward over her
how she is. So quiet, eyes down to the floor, coat
knees. The music grew and swelled around her. Dan
buttoned up to her neck. Flushes all over her cheeks if
played very well indeed, and the melodies were thick
you so much as say good morning to her.”
To be honest, I was struggling to recall what she looked with emotion. Frances gripped the sides of the chair with
her fingers and stared straight ahead. She soon realized
like at all. I remember straight blonde hair, not the sort
that Dan was completely unaware of her existence as he
that makes a woman glamorous, but soft and thin and
bent in total absorption over his guitar. He played for an
tucked behind her ears. No make-up, and sandy
hour and then he laid the instrument down and thanked
eyelashes which are very much in evidence because of
Frances for letting him stay. “Now I must leave you to
her downcast look. Then I had a sudden flash of
memory. When I asked her once if she was keeping well, your friends,” he said. “But if you would be so very kind, I
could come back tomorrow evening after work and play
she looked up at me as she answered, and her eyes
in your room for a while. It would be such a pleasure for
were a stunning, shattering shade of blue.
me.”
“What about her, anyway?” I asked again.
Frances’s cheeks glowed red. She prepared to rebuff
“She’s not here, is she?” said the man, “and not likely to
him and then shut him out of her house, but she was
be waiting here with us ever again. She has burned her
afraid of an angry response and so she said, “ Yes. If
boats now.
you want. Tomorrow.” And led him to the front door.
It started about a month ago. She lives in one of the
He came back every evening. He sat in the same chair
houses near the bottom of Watling Street, and she
and entertained himself with his songs. Frances took up
wanted to put down a new floor in the kitchen. The old
her place in the upright chair opposite and listened. At
lino was peeling away and was in danger of tripping
first, the music annoyed her. It was sentimental,
anyone up who walked around without their eyes on
where they were going. The usual builders were outside romantic, tragic, all the cheap emotions rolled in to one
her budget, so she bought the local paper and looked in recital, tugging in a meaningless way at her heartstrings.
Then, she began to wait for certain refrains, certain
the ads for someone who would do the job for less.
There was one, “DAN WILL DO ANYTHING. ALL WORK chords that gave her great pleasure to listen to, and, in
IS GOOD.” Odd way to advertise, but she was intrigued time, she spent her days waiting for 6 o clock and Dan’s
arrival with his guitar. She never gave him so much as a
by the generosity of the words, and she phoned the
cup of tea, but she swayed and bobbed as he played.
mobile number provided.
He always gave a slight bow when he had finished and
Frances worked from home, doing piece work
embroidery for a firm that sold christening robes for well smiled his golden smile as he left the house.
Three weeks passed, and then one day he came and
connected babies, so she was in the house when Dan
laid his guitar on the dining table. “I have to tell you that I
arrived the next morning in a scruffy old van.
will not be here for a long time.”
“You sent for me,” he said in a thick Eastern European
She felt as if she had been hit on the jaw with a huge fist.
accent, holding out a huge, calloused hand for her to
The strength of it made her topple slightly. “Must you?”
shake. “I am Dan the Romanian”
Frances panicked. She had never met a foreigner before, she whispered, “I shall miss you being here.”Appalled by
never spoken to a man with tattoos all over his arms and the audacity of her remark, she clapped her hand over
her mouth and stared desperately at Dan.
neck, never spent time with strangers. She wanted to
shut the door in his face, but she was too timid to do that, “Such blue eyes,” he said. “I shall miss coming here too.
But I have to go back home. I need to have my teeth
so she waved him into her front room and mumbled
something incoherent about the flaking floor. He glanced fixed. Here it is too expensive and
back in Romania they will do a
round her tiny kitchen, nodded and said,” That I can do
right away. I will bring the new lino in my van after lunch splendid job quite cheaply.”
Dan left a week later, and Frances
and put it down for you this afternoon. That is simple.
locked up her house and went with
And the price will be small.” He smiled, so that Frances
him. Her friend in Rosemary got a
saw a flash of golden teeth.
The floor was fitted by five o clock. After crouching in the postcard from her yesterday. It said,
“Having a wonderful time, and am
confined space for hours without a break, Dan
straightened up and stretched to shift the cramp from his learning how to play the castanets.”
The bus arrived and we all went to our
big limbs. He then went out to his van one more time
usual seats and set off towards our
and returned with a guitar. “Can I sit and play in your
regular destinations, but with the faintest
front room for a few minutes?’” he asked. “Would you
sound of music swirling in our ears.
mind, because I have no space to make music
elsewhere.”
FRANCES AND THE GUITAR MAN
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