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Editorial
Simon, Francesca & Nerissa
How do we deal with the unexpected? Living here by the
river, surrounded by hills and fields and quiet lanes, we are
lucky people. There is company when we want to be
sociable, space in which to breathe and be alone, and the
chance to have a self reliant and independent way of life.
Smoke climbs from our chimneys each Winter, while
flowers and vegetables return every Spring and Summer to
our gardens. A little later one year perhaps, a little earlier
the next …until the unexpected occurs.
What happens when there is crisis, disruption and
danger? Let us imagine if our peace is shattered; when the
smoke alarm sounds, the heartbeat goes off rhythm, the cat
is broad-sided by a speeding car, or there is violence in the
home. Even more alarming, it is only too easy to picture the
brake failure of a fourteen wheeler, just as someone is
trying to cross to the garage on the High Street. Then our
peaceful world can become a lonely and desperate place.
In this issue, we will examine the defence forces at our
disposal in a crisis. Often run by dedicated volunteers, like
knights of old our guardians come charging to the rescue.
The sight of first responders, running from their van to give
assistance, fills desperate people with everlasting gratitude.
The sound of the air ambulance brings not only an anxious
guess at who is in need of such help, but a sigh of relief to
know that the helicopter will find a place to land, swoop up

the patient in distress, and take them to a place of safety.
The fire fighters, with their iconic red engine, are the stuff of
dreams and hero worship for our children, and give us all
peace of mind in the knowledge that their station is right in
the centre of the village.
Others prevent disaster. They keep the rivers clean, the
roads clear and gritted, monitor flood waters, and make
good the drains and ditches. There are ambulances parked
in lay-bys around the country side and police on call. The
clergy offer support for the bereft and the bereaved. The list
is long. Country living can be precarious, and we rely
massively on the local doctor, the shop, and the emergency
services.
But we also have each other, our kind and willing
neighbours, who notice if we are missing from our usual
haunts or fail to the collect the paper unexpectedly. Without
noticing it, we are caring for each other all the time,
watching for problems, giving comfort and support, living
together as friends. So we are all heroes in a small way,
helping to preserve our safety and our way of life.
We hope that Leintwardine Life is adding to the sum of
friendly information available to us all. We are delighted to
receive more submissions to the magazine every month,
and we would like to thank the Parish Council for letting us
expand to twenty pages.

Update on refugees in Herefordshire
In November, the first four Syrian families arrived from refugee camps and have settled in Hereford. A further two families, (13
individuals) arrived this week. The last refugees are expected in March. This group will be 59 individuals in total. Everyone will be
accommodated in Hereford.
Herefordshire has agreed to take responsibility for up to 25 unaccompanied refugee children under 18 at any one time. These will be
allocated nationally on a quota basis. Four children are currently supported, a further three were supported but are now adult. The
children will be housed with foster parents; in supported lodgings or in a shared house which can house three of the older children.
Powys have also accommodated families and two families have been settled in Newtown.

Find the Refugee Action blog at: http://www.refugee-action.org.uk/resource/can-help-welcome-new-refugees

Editors:
Simon Tagg,
Francesca Bingham,
Nerissa Wilson
Next Copy Date:
15th May 2017
Email Feedback To:
LeintwardineLife@gmail.com
We welcome all submissions for the Summer 2017 edition
from local artists and photographers. If you are a sculptor or
make crafts then we will be happy to visit and photograph
your skills.
Front cover art: Clun Mussels sculpture by Matthew Lloyd.
Pearls by Andrew Crouch. Photograph by Philip Wilson
Byline art for Editorial, The Long View, Young Readers Book
Review, Seasonal Recipe, Science and Nature, Pets Corner
and Council Matters: by Jane Wells
Cartoon artwork by Jane Wells
Pets corner ‘Black rabbit’ and cow cartoon by Mark Whittle
Snowdrops in Leintwardine - by Simon Tagg (2017)
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The Long View
Jonathan Catling and Nerissa Wilson
A WALK FOR NATIONAL TREE WEEK
by Jonathan Catling
National tree week was held from 26th November
through until 4th December. On the last day twelve
to fifteen participants joined me for a walk out to
three ancient or notable trees in a meadow beyond
Trippleton. On the way we stopped to admire a
rare Italian Maple outside the house itself with
leaves recognisable from a sycamore by being
rounded and by having pink/orange bark. We
walked along the lane taking in two of the oaks
from there as their form and structure could be
clearly seen. The group then progressed through
the gate to the meadow via the public footpath.
Almost immediately we could observe the largest of
the three oaks we had come to see, which is
perhaps eight hundred years old.

tree is likely to lose some of its upper branches while its lower
branches thicken to give stability.
The other two oaks are not as old, and the final specimen shows a
more uniform and rounded appearance compared to the oak we
observed first . These two
trees are still growing
upwards and so are
considered notable rather
than ancient. All are
registered on a national
database accessible via
the Woodland Trust's
website.

Many of the group asked
questions which I was
happily able to answer and
we returned to the
community centre via the
This has one or more long branches reaching out
meadow. The next walk will
over the ground with upper branches curved
be in April when the
towards the sky. It is likely to have entered
weather is a bit warmer.
retrenchment, meaning the tree has voluntarily
This will be circular via
realised its deepest root, while strengthening those Kinton and Witton. Look
spreading out from the thickest part of the trunk,
out for it in What's On.
known as the bole. Over the next few decades the

Leintwardine Oak - by Philip Wilson (2017)

OPEN DAY AT THE CRAVEN ARMS ISLAMIC CENTRE - By Nerissa Wilson
On ‘Visit My Mosque Day’ on the 5th of February, the Craven Arms Islamic Centre held a drop-in session from 12-5pm
at Pak House, Newton Street. The mosque is a red brick house which was converted by the Muslim owner of a nearby
abattoir in the 1990s. Although the business has non-Muslim employees, there has been a gradual influx of Muslims
coming to work there, and to settle in Craven Arms. Because the next mosque is far away in Shrewsbury, families from
Church Stretton, Ludlow and Leominster travel to the Islamic Centre to pray, and many had come as volunteers from
all over the area to greet the public during the Open Day.
Many people, probably around seventy in total, came to look around. With shoes removed in the hall, scarves worn
over the ladies’ hair, and leaflets in their hands, the visitors saw the two prayer rooms for men and women, and the
wudu (bathroom) for ritual ablution before prayer. They then sat on chairs, cushions or on floors warmed by
underground heating while they listened to the Asr (afternoon) prayer at 3 pm. Through discussion afterwards, we
learned that the prescribed prayers have to be recited in Arabic in order to preserve their absolute textural meaning.
Children learn these congregational prayers by rote but all other prayers are private and can be conducted in any
language. When a Muslim holds their hands out in front of them, palms upward, they are engaging in their own
conversation with Allah. After talking to a group of young, very articulate women, we concluded that the only major
difference was an absolute requirement for a Muslim girl to marry a Muslim man. It was, however, possible for a nonMuslim women to marry a Muslim man because he is the head of the household and the provider.
We learned that the friction between Sunni and Shia worshippers is not a problem for
the Craven Arms mosque. When there is only one available place to go and pray, then
everyone is content to be together and the trouble in other countries is attributed to
different cultural influences in other lands. A mosque does not need permissions
and rituals to be created . It is a place of worship if it is treated as such by the
community that uses it. Equally, an Imam gains that title by being a well read and
wise man. The rules in many ways seem simple and practical, and the warmth and
hospitality, (coffee, tea and cake for everyone), of the Open Day was given with
great charm and friendship. It was a pleasure to spend the afternoon at the Islamic
Centre, and gain the chance to understand a lot more about the Islamic faith.
If you would like to find out more phone Sohayb Peerbhai on 07773 676685 or
e-mail sohaybp@hotmail.co.uk
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Friends of Leintwardine School and Nursery
Nicky Davies and Nicky Gorry
SPENDING THE MONEY!
By Nicky Davies
We have spent quite a bit of Friends money recently which
makes a real difference to the school and nursery! We've
given £3350 towards the school pads which will be used for
creative learning, special education needs support,
research etc., £240 to buy head-set microphones for school
plays, and £250 to nursery towards a new projector for their
white board. These donations are additional to our annual
contribution of £2150 to nursery and school for enrichment
and transport subsidy.

Friends will be putting on a number of events for the
children over the next few months including a film night,
cake stall, Easter games and Danceathon. We would like to
invite you to put the Friends Summer BBQ in your diary for
Friday 7th July from 5.30pm. The BBQ is held at the school
and includes a BBQ, pudding tent, Hobson's beer tent,
tombola, face paints, bouncy castles, and other stalls and
games to be decided. All from the community welcome!

School enrichment money pays for professionals to visit the
school e.g. lion dancing workshop and performance,
Museum on the Move visit, and there will be dance
workshops after half term. Transport subsidy reduces the
amount parents pay for their children to go to the theatre,
interschool competitions, and educational trips. Just before
Christmas Friends also paid for Sea Legs Puppet Theatre
to perform Peter and The Wolf for the children. Aren't they
lucky!
We feel very grateful to have so much support from the
community for our school and nursery fundraising - thank
you!

Photos included with kind permission granted by Sea Legs Puppet Theatre)

MESSAGE IN A BOTTLE
Knighton Rotary Project - Emergency Information Scheme
Recognised by the emergency services, a plastic bottle kept in your fridge has all your latest prescription details,
details of medical problems, allergies, next of kin ,details of any pets etc. All this information would help the
emergency services in the event of a home accident. A green cross sticker on your door tells them to look in the fridge.
Bottles can be picked up in the waiting room of Leintwardine surgery.

AIMING FOR THE GREEN FLAG by Nicky Gorry
The School Eco-Council are getting busy this year, as they aim to achieve the’ Green Flag Award’. The Eco-Council is
made up of two elected members from each class who attend meetings; these are run and minuted by the children
involved. Eco-Schools is an environmental education programme and is managed
in England by the charity Keep Britain Tidy. It is an international award system
which promotes ways to save our world’s resources and generally make our
world a better place to live.
The children started the year by organising a poster competition in school to
promote ways to reduce energy and water consumption and to remind the pupils
and staff of ways that they can reduce, reuse and recycle waste. They have many
more projects in the pipeline, which include a visit to a local school that has
recently achieved the Green Flag Award, building a bug hotel, carrying out meter
readings at the school and a litter pick. Balfour Beatty have offered to supply the
gloves, grabbers and bags for this and will also collect the litter that is collected.
Having already completed the Silver Award, it is anticipated that it will take about
18 months to complete the work for this next award. The Eco-Council are keen
to liaise with any neighbourhood projects that are doing similar or related work. If
you would like any more information or have any ideas for local projects, please
get in touch with the school on 01547 540641 and speak to Nicola Gorry who is
working with the Eco-Council.
Learn more about the scheme on www.eco-schools.org.uk
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Youth Group
Members of the Leintwardine Youth Group
LEINTWARDINE YOUTH GROUP IS ABOUT US
When youth leader Karen Foote sat down with young people at their Tuesday session, she broke the news that the youth
group might have to close. They were shocked. “That is it,” they said. “We have lost our place to be.”
We are determined that they will not lose the four hours each week which belong to them. The sessions, which have
been running free of charge for six years, have a core membership of 40 to 50 and make a huge contribution to the life of
the village.
Karen asked the members to write down how they felt about LYG. Here are a few of the things they
said:
“I never feel judged.” “A safe place to come to.” “Somewhere to discuss my problems.”
“Time away from home in a safe place.” “A very friendly environment.”
For a few young people, LYG is a haven from a difficult life at home or at school, somewhere
where the volunteer staff have knowledge of places to find help for their troubles. For most, it is a
setting in which to learn to socialise and grow up. If someone has broken the club rules, the staff
will tell them they are out of order, but they are also friends, who give expert advice with the tricky
moments of teenage years.
This is not school. There is freedom to do as you please within certain boundaries. It speaks
volumes that most of the young men and women who have gone through the last few years as
members of LYG are now qualified Young Leaders, equipped with First Aid and DBS
certificates. Several have Young Good Citizen awards from West Mercia Police. They are
welcome to come to the community centre up until the age of 21. Many do so, sit and chat
after college or work, and take over some of the tasks of the sessions.
PCSO Pete Knight, our local law enforcement officer, has just confirmed, (see P. 11), that there is a very low crime rate
around our neighbourhood. Local people can talk to LYG about antisocial behaviour, and specific incidents can be sorted
out whilst protecting the privacy of members. LYG is a bridge between the different groups in the village.
The dedicated volunteers now need one paid youth worker for four hours a week to provide sufficient supervision.
Running the group has become much more complex over the years, with a rising mountain of paperwork which has to be
done. There is no way to avoid it. The expense of paid help and the hall hire for the sessions are the major financial
burdens borne by the club, but we have no income from membership fees, and those costs can close us down. We
believe passionately that free access to the group is a vital ingredient in the success we have achieved. Members of the
public have given generously for trips in the past. The Lion is magnificent in its support, giving a major share of the
profits from Lionstock each Spring, to help us stay open. We have scraped along until now, but the extra requirement to
pay a weekly salary is a step too far.

Please help us to keep LYG open. Young people from all around the
parish will thank you for your vote of confidence in them.
Between us, we can SAVE a place for the 11-21 year old
population of the village, and give them a space where they
are always welcome.
If you are able to help LYG financially, please contact the treasurer,
Patrick Orton on:
01547 540 627
patrick.orton@btinternet.com
Contact details:
Karen (07773 580 939)
Room 9, Leintwardine Community Centre,
Leintwardine, Shropshire SY7 0LB. Tel: 01547 540 772
We are always looking for more volunteers. No permanent

LYG sessions run from 4pm – 8pm every Tuesday
Entry is FREE

commitment needed, just a couple of hours now and then Website:
would make a big difference.
LYG91210.wordpress.com
VOLUNTEERING CAN BE FUN - JOIN IN THE LYG
SUCCESS STORY NOW!

Spring 2017

Email:
letwdineyouthgroup@gmail.com, k393f@btinternet.com
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Young Readers Book Review
Miss Taylor Wooldridge
Book Review for ‘The Whispering Princess’ by Katie Chase
Written by Miss Taylor Wooldridge (aged 7)
This is a magical adventure story that I chose because it reminded me of the village
Christmas panto, Aladdin, as it was the story of the Genie and the Lamp. This story is
about Zara, a Princess, who needs another girl, Rosie, to help her find a magic lamp.
Another reason to choose the story is because there are more books to read. When
there’s a series, and I read one of the books and like it, I know I’m going to like the other
books. It doesn’t have to be stories. I’ve read one about Summer, Winter, Autumn,
and Spring which tells me about things.
There’s a library van at school. It’s easy to find books I can read. When I
choose books, I always look at the blurb on the back to see what it’s all about.
Sometimes, I read to my younger sister. She is four years old. Our teacher reads
to us in school. It’s nice to hear stories as well as read them.
At the moment, I am writing a story. Sometimes I spend all day reading at the
weekend.

Miss Taylor Wooldridge - By Simon Tagg (2017)

Thanks Taylor for another great book review - if you are aged 8-18 then email your book review to:
LeintwardineLife@gmail.com

INFORMATION BOOK
With emergency numbers and lots of useful contacts is available from Herefordshire Council. Called “Keeping Safe,
Healthy and Happy”, it is in Leintwardine Community Library as reference. It’s also available from the Council.

Local school kids give the library the thumbs up!
A group of local school kids descended on Leintwardine
library recently and had a jolly good look round. And they
loved it! This is just one example of how our library is
reaching out to young and old. These days, village libraries
are as rare as hens’ teeth. But we have managed to keep
ours in Leintwardine. For three years now we have run it
ourselves with volunteers. It has been a great success. We
have turned the library round with better books and longer
opening hours. Library use is up 13%, and it’s open for 70%
more hours than before, including two Saturdays a month.
There are also new fun activities for children and adults. We
are proud of what we have done, and grateful to those who
have helped us. Especially the Parish Council, whose
funding made it possible, and Librarian Angela Davies, who
is our stalwart guide. We want to build on this success. Our
new support group for the library is developing a Strategic
Plan to take us through to 2020. In it, we promise to keep
our current level of service, and to do more to encourage
those who don’t use the library to give it a go. Libraries are
about more than just books. There is hard evidence that

they add value to local economies, giving a payback of
£4.50 for every £1 invested in them. Libraries save the NHS
an estimated £27m a year by helping people lead happier,
healthier lives. As kids say these days “what’s not to like?
LOL!”

Thank you card by kind permission of Leintwardine library

Library opening hours
Tuesdays:
Thursdays:
Every First Saturday
Every Third Saturday

10.00 – 16.30
14.00 – 16.30
10.00 – 12.30
14.00 – 16.30

For details of membership, please contact FOLCL Secretary Mark Ferrero on:
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mark.ferrero@btinternet.com
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Arts & Crafts
Patrick Orton
Spring Stargazing
By Patrick Orton
As Winter gives way to Spring (Vernal Equinox on 20th
March), we lose the long, dark nights, but there are still
plenty of things to see if you know when and where to look.
There is a new moon at the end of March, and twilight is
over by about 8pm, giving you a good chance to see some
of the Spring constellations.
Leo (The Lion), for example, is high up in the south around
10pm in mid-March, 9pm in mid-April, before gradually
disappearing into the evening twilight in May. It’s brightest
star, Regulus sits at the bottom of a group of stars looking
like a reversed “?”. This is the head and chest of the lion,
and to the east, you’ll find his triangular tail.
The planet Mercury sticks close to the Sun, and is far from
easy to see, but it should just be visible immediately after
sunset for a few days around 1st April. Your best chance to catch it is between 8 and 9pm: earlier and the sky is too bright,
later and it disappears into the haze above the horizon. Find a place with a clear view to the west.
Jupiter is at opposition on 7th April, which means it rises in the east around the time of sunset, and can be clearly seen,
high up in the south, in the late evening. Look for it at the end of March, to see it in a dark sky, or around the time of full
moon on 11th April. On 10th April, the Moon and Jupiter are very close together in the sky – only about 3° apart.
The Lyrid meteor shower will take place in dark skies between 19th and 25th April, peaking on 22nd. Late evening or early
hours of the morning are the best time to see something, but don’t expect more than about 5 meteors / hour.
If you are watching the sky during the next couple of months, do please write to us and share what you have seen with
Leintwardine Life.

WE LOVE OUR DOGS
By Freya, aged 8

We love to see them have a run,
They give us such a lot of fun
Curled on the rug or in their bed
Or Just appealing to be fed.

Their eyes beguile, they really do
But owners must pick up their poo!
Kinton, Whitton, Paytoe, Jay,
Even Watling St, every day
Poo is waiting to soil our shoes
I hope in next LL there’s better news.

ALADDIN – THE CHRISTMAS PANTOMIME
The Leintwardine Players, under the direction of Holly Littlar, pulled off a three performance
weekend of magic, enchantment, and entertainment. This year, more singing, dancing,
and youthful exuberance and talent lent a special shimmer to the Players’ production of
Aladdin. Anyone, of ANY age, is welcome and encouraged to join in ANY capacity you
might wish for in the 2017 plans.
Six years ago, the Players did a 20 minute Sleeping Beauty. Leintwardine has acting
form with a 1970s history of twice a year plays in the old Reading Room. But not a
Christmas pantomime. The current revival began with an invitation in Leintwardine Life by
Mark Ferrero and Patrick Orton, to read plays on a monthly basis. Each month, a
semi-staged reading is in the Community Centre, on the third Thursday. Again, all are
welcome.
The record breaking figures for Aladdin stats are as follows:
225 tickets sold
£820 for the Leintwardine Players
£550 for the Leintwardine Community Centre

Spring 2017
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Seasonal Recipe - Spring 2017
Merry Morris
Method

EMERGENCY COOKING
I love cooking but I am of the persuasion that what I cook
has to be quickly done and enjoyable to prepare. I do not
always I'm afraid, slavishly follow recipes, but tend to
throw in extra ingredients or ring the changes just for fun.
Unexpected visitors can be a delight or a bore depending
on one's frame of mind… 'Emergency' cooking should be
hearty but simple and suited to the season or the
occasion.

Boil potatoes in their jackets; cool, peel and cut into
chunky cubes. Saute mushrooms in butter. Stir in flour
and then the milk, cream and soup Add cheese, onions
and flavourings: Stir until thickened. Remove from heat
and add the potatoes. Spoon into a large shallow
casserole dish, cover with foil and (if you have time)
refrigerate until 1 hour before serving.
Bake in moderate oven 350* for about an hour until
golden and bubbly on top.

PASTA WITH SMOKED MACKEREL
This is really quick and easy!

CHILLI LENTILS IN PITTA BREAD
Ingredients
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Pasta
Smoked mackerel - flaked, with skin removed
Peppers - chopped
Onion - chopped
Olive oil
Pinch of chilli,
1 tablespoon of capers (optional)

Ingredients
Onions,
Garlic
8 oz red lentils
Green pepper
Tin of tomatoes
Chilli
Salt and pepper (and
caraway seeds if liked)
● Grated cheese
● Pitta bread
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Method
Cook the pasta, then throw in the other ingredients with a
little olive oil. Toss and serve.

Method
POTATO, ONION AND MUSHROOM AU GRATIN
This recipe is good for large numbers of hungry people!

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Ingredients
5lb potatoes
4 onions - lightly fried
1/2 cup butter
1lb mushrooms
1/2 cup flour
1 quart milk
1 cup cream (or evaporated milk)
1 can condensed consommé
1lb grated mature cheddar cheese
Salt,
Pepper,
A little Worcester sauce

Saute onions, garlic,
green pepper in olive
oil Add lentils and
chilli and tomatoes
and cook a further
15 mins or so. Add
flavourings, to
taste. Serve in warm
pitta bread with grated
cheese on top.

“What, all of the local fire fighters? …No problem!”

Cucumber Powered Helicopters
By Linda Griffiths
A few summers ago I found myself with a large crop of delicious mini-cucumbers and was unable to eat them all. So I
used the time honoured method of putting a box outside with a sign saying “Free - please help yourself”. The
cucumbers began to disappear but money appeared in their place. Not needing the money, I wondered where best to
send it. As the Air Ambulance helicopter has had to come to patients aid in this area; I decided to collect the money and
send it to the charity. They welcome all our donations and last year was particularly good as we sent £65.
Lettuce [let us] hope that there is a good crop this year - more power for the Air Ambulance!
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Science & Nature
George Cebo and Mike Brookes
Hedgerow Observations
By George Cebo
The Editorial Team encourage us to toot and
quack a great deal less, but occasionally, it is
necessary to break from this stricture. As a
Polak, this is understood completely.

When you saw the Hi-Viz coat down by the Brampton Bryan turn,
that was to deal with a tipped load of infant’s nappies and other
baby paraphernalia. With the excellent help from Balfour Beatty,
the site was left clean and tidy.

You may have noticed the
blue and white Police warning
tape by the road up on the
road to Ludlow. It indicates
A recent invoice from BT showed two calls to
that to walk along this way
Liverpool, made in the early morning to an
IT/Technology contractor with Open Reach.. BT may not be the safest thing to
do, in view of the speed of the
were told that the calls for which they were
traffic and the removal of the
requesting payment had not been made from
speed restriction signs for
this address or with my permission. All of this
reasons not fully understood.
was confirmed by BT after enquiries with their
The
bridge has been struck,
contractor and a refund was arranged.
Someone with knowledge of IT/Technology has again, and it is just a matter of
time before a serious accident
been playing games, so you are advised to
takes place up the hill. Be
check your bills and look after your coppers.
careful out there and let us all
try harder to conserve our
We are also encouraged to waggle more, so a
Village
and the beautiful hills*.
stroll up to Fiddlers Elbow with the litter picker
The
bulbs
are showing and
soon filled two sacks with Pizza boxes, Costa
Spring
will
soon be here,
coffee cups, plastic and glass bottles, tin cans,
lovely…
(drink and dog food) and a car tyre, all thrown
by motorists over the hedge line. In view of the *And how about the someone
man hours spent in the coppice of hedges to
who leaves big piles of dog poo
keep the deer and game birds off the road, this by the bus collection point in a
routine fashion pick it up! EDs.
fly tipping is a real shame.
BALFOUR BEATTY WORKS FOR US
What is a Locality Steward anyway? Potholes, blocked drains,
broken stiles and fallen trees are all in a day’s work for
Locality Steward Mike Brookes, who works hard to make
Mortimer a better place to live and visit. He’s one of 12
locality stewards employed by Balfour Beatty Living Places
(BBLP), Herefordshire’s public realm contractor, who serve
local communities around the county.
“It’s very satisfying to come across an area of
flooding, get the shovel out and do a bit of digging and
then watch the water drain off the road,” he said. “No
two days are ever the same, and we never know what
kind of enquiries we will be dealing with”.
Locality stewards like Mike provide a vital link between Ward
and Parish Councillors and BBLP operations to get problems
dealt with as efficiently as possible. Day to day the band of
12 tackle a variety of jobs to keep local roads, footpaths and
play parks safe by getting rubbish dumped by fly- tippers
removed, clearing drains and getting hedges and trees
trimmed back. Regular highways’ inspections identify issues
before they develop into significant problems and minor
concerns are often dealt with there and then.
While Stewards are driving around they often come across
blocked gullies and grips (channels across verges which take
surface water into road ditches). They all carry a selection of
tools and it isn’t unusual for them to dig out grips and gullies
to get water off the carriageway straightaway. Locality
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Stewards also regularly walk the public rights of way network,
like the Mortimer Trail, to check for defects; where stiles or
gates are unsafe, they talk to landowners to arrange repair or
replacement.
Meanwhile, potholes are logged and photographed and
added to the on-going works programme delivered by BBLP’s
road gangs in accordance with the Highway Maintenance
Plan, drawn up with Herefordshire Council.
High up the list of current priorities is repairing the lovely old
stone bridge that crosses the river Teme at Leintwardine. The
bridge, which dates back to the 18th Century, was damaged
after being hit by a vehicle.
Several agencies, including the Environment Agency and the
conservation department at Herefordshire Council, are being
brought together to ensure this Grade II listed structure is
restored to its former glory.
Mike summed up the job he’s so passionate about saying:
“Our role is to be the eyes-and-ears on the ground,
referring issues to the correct department, raising jobs to
repair defects where we can and liaising with
stakeholders to resolve issues wherever possible.”
To raise a defect please use the ‘report it’ link on the
Herefordshire Council website:
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/report-it
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The Emergency Services…
Nerissa Wilson
You may have seen our firefighters training in the water by
the bridge at the Lion. Apart from the job of cutting
passengers out of crashed cars, they are there to rescue
by Nerissa Wilson
people stranded in flooded roads, and in difficulty in water.
We have nine men and women ready to protect us from fire Sometimes in coordination with other brigades and/or the
police, the team work on the techniques required to rescue
and accident. For three hours each week, and every other
people from the river, or to give assistance at the scene of
weekend, they meet and train in order to be prepared for
whatever emergency suddenly threatens us. During the rest crashes in the water.
of the time, they work at other jobs, from Tracy Edwards as
New recruits go on an initial three week course, then keep a
a swimming instructor at Ludlow Baths to builder Dave
development book for three years to help reinforce what
Lewis. Along with Richard Stinton, Brynn Alford, Adam
they learn at each weekly training session. There is a lot to
Lindley and Ian Law, they all live within 5 minutes of
absorb.
Rosemary Lane, ready to answer their pagers and race to
the station, Then at the centre of the team stand three
brothers, who between them have served Leintwardine as
firemen for a staggering total of a 80 years!

OUR FIREFIGHTERS

The Fire Fighting team training to remove a person from a car wreck - By Simon Tagg (2017)

The Fire Fighting team - By Simon Tagg (2017)

The eldest brother, Dave Vickress, works full time for the
fire service as Retain Support Technician, and looks after
the station and equipment at Kington as well as in
Rosemary Lane. He and his two younger siblings, Robert
and Graham, were inspired to join by their fireman father.
Born in Leintwardine, they are proud to be part of the
Vickress fire fighting family.
They have seen many changes, during their years of
service, to the challenges they face when called out by the
public. We think of them climbing up to smoke filled
windows, hoses blasting, to lift us away from the flames of a
raging fire; but times have moved on a lot since burning
chimneys and chip pan fires were frequent calamities.
Nowadays, they are most likely to turn out to attend car
accidents. They cover the area including Wigmore, Bucknell,
Bedstone and our group of villages, and provide a 3rd pump
for Ludlow, Craven Arms and Clun.

A car that has been in an accident may these days have
new hazards to consider. We now have electric and gas
powered vehicles, which can be extremely dangerous if
approached and cut apart without proper understanding.
Victims of a crash could well be suffering from trauma, and
our station is trained to know how to help to ease the stress
of the people involved. When the call comes, a minimum of
4, and a maximum of 6 firefighters, man the engine. All the
team have bleepers, and respond when they are contacted.
37 calls last year were given expert assistance. We are very
lucky to have such a dedicated and reliable force ready to
turn out at all times. Their only request to us it that we:
KEEP THE ENTRANCE TO THE
FIRESTATION CLEAR AT ALL
TIMES
Cars parked so that
they block the way
of the fire engine
could cost lives.
The ‘Jaws of Life’ - By Simon Tagg (2017)

THE FIRE STATION IS RECRUITING NOW
If you are interested to learn more about being a firefighter, live or work within 5 minutes of the Leintwardine station,
and are over 18 years of age, then do get in touch. You can be on stand-by for between 40 and 120 hours a week,
with a retaining fee of between £5,000 and £8,000 a year, with extra pay for training, and you will learn many useful life
skills. Firefighters really make a difference to the lives of others. CALL 01905 368 343 or visit www.fire.org.uk
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…in Leintwardine
Pete Knight and Paddy Campbell
Leominster Safer Neighbourhood Team
By PCSO Pete Knight
The Safer Neighbourhood Team which serves Leintwardine
is based at Leominster Police Station. The team comprises
a Sergeant, who manages the Safer Neighbourhood Team
in Leominster, as well as the Teams in Kington and
Bromyard. Completing the Leominster Team are a Police
Constable and three Police Community Support Officers.
Whilst we work as a team, PCSO Pete Knight takes the
lead regarding the rural areas and his two PCSO
colleagues, Gareth Maddox and Adam Michniok, cover
Leominster Town.We increase our time spent in
Leintwardine when problems are reported to us, such as
anti social behaviour, although a visible presence through
patrolling is at the core of what we do. The public expects
to see us in the village, although this can be a challenge
for us as the areas we cover are vast. Our core purpose is
to identify, tackle and solve issues that matter to the
communities that we serve, often in partnership with other
agencies such as the Safer Roads Partnership, Housing
Associations and the Local Authority.
An important aspect of our role is to engage with local
Schools. We do this by being present at key times of the
day, as well as conducting talks in Schools. These range
from ‘Stranger danger’ talks with young children to cyber
crime and cyber bullying discussions with older children in
Primary Schools. With the use of the internet and social
media becoming a major part of our lives, educating
children in the safe use of the internet and social media
has never been more important. Some Team members
also attend Schools in order to deliver Cycle Training, now

DRIVER REFRESHER COURSES
FOR OLDER DRIVERS
By Paddy Campbell
Encouraged by an advertisement in the Hereford Times,
and a notice on the Leintwardine surgery notice board, I
applied for the course, paid the modest £10.00 - and
subsidised – fee to Hereford Council and met my
appointed driving instructor on a sunny morning last
September in Hereford. The last time I took a driver
training course was more than 60 years ago, so I
decided that a refresher would improve my driving skills.
I passed the original course twice; once as a 17 year old
in Northwich, Cheshire, in a 1930s Morris 12, and again,
later, as a trainee driver in the RASC when I was tested
driving a 3 ton Bedford army truck in Yeovil.

known as ‘Bikeability’. This is an excellent opportunity for
us to engage with children and to instil in them that ‘The
Police Officer is your friend’ and that they should feel able
to approach us if they need our help.
We are of course here to protect those who have been
unfortunate enough to experience a crime. Anyone who
has been the victim of a burglary will receive a visit from
the Safer Neighbourhood Team. A major aspect in what
we do as a team is crime prevention. We have access to
a range of referral schemes, some of which are aimed at
improving home security following a burglary. Whilst
crime remains low in North Herefordshire, we aim to take
a pro- active approach in trying to reduce it further. This
could involve referring a victim to the ‘Stop that Thief’
crime initiative. This scheme installs low cost alarms and
other measures offered through the National Farmers
Union,and organizes visits to local residents by a
member of the Team, to security mark items of property,
such as tools, as a deterrent to thieves.
We are also always happy to undertake personal visits to
residents in order to offer home security advice and assist
in setting up Watch Schemes such as Neighbourhood
Watch. The Team issues a monthly newsletter via email
which gives news stories, crime trends and details of
where you can meet members of the Team at various
drop in Surgeries in the locality, the locations of which will
vary from month to month. These drop in surgeries aim to
give the public an opportunity to raise concerns and
issues that are affecting them, and also to meet a
member of the Safer Neighbourhood Team. They are
often held in partnership with already established local
events such as coffee mornings.

rear tyre under-inflated despite my having checked my
car's tyres two day earlier.We topped up before
proceeding (it was a slow puncture, rectified the next
day). I had also washed my car and cleaned the interior.
The two hour test drive was conducted along Hereford
streets. It included reversing tests, a hill start, and all the
other functions expected of a new driver during their first
driving test. I was very relieved to know that I had
passed. My instructor wrote a full page of closely written
reminders of his very good advice, such as leaving a car
door width when overtaking a parked vehicle (in case the
driver opened his door while you passed him or her), and
the correct negotiation of roundabouts.

I had a very useful morning and drove away carefully but
with more confidence, and, I must confess, with the
suspicion of a smile (or was it a smirk?). To make an
appointment to book a course, call 01432 260946 (direct
My very experienced instructor Ian said that he spent
line to either Emma Jones or Julie Freeman) or email
much of his time around the country retraining drivers
roadsafety@herefordshire.gov.uk. I suggest that you do
who had been required by court order to undertake
tuition. He had been in Reading the previous day. Before so soon because budgets for such courses can run out.
we moved off he checked all my documents, tested
mirrors and tyre treads and pressures and found one
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The Environment Agency
Caroline Cook
WATER WORKS
Water! When there’s too much, or too little, you can rely on
the Environment Agency to respond to the emergency. The
Environment Agency works to create a better place for
people and wildlife and as part of our duties, we react when
people and wildlife are threatened by water.

when the water level drops and the temperatures rise, the
levels of oxygen fall putting these animals at risk.
Where fish are in distress and we cannot support them insitu with methods such as aeration, these situations
become emergency fish rescues.

In Leintwardine, the confluence of the two beautiful rivers
Clun and Teme presents a problem following heavy rainfall
in the upper reaches of the catchment. Water can come
rushing off the hillsides and appear in the village – the
‘settlement by a torrent’.
The Environment Agency forecast flooding by looking at the
rainfall patterns and modelling the response of brooks and
rivers across the county.

The River Teme just before the confluence with the Clun in
Leinwardine. The river water sinks into the gravel substrate
separating into pools in which fish become trapped.

On the river Teme, time is of the essence as not only does
the oxygen level fall, but in some places the water
disappears altogether. There is a short window of
opportunity to get to the rapidly separating pools before
they dry out, leaving hundreds of juvenile salmon and trout
out of the water and in trouble.

The flood incident rooms – where it all happens behind the scenes.

The response to a forecast flood in some locations is the
installation of permanent or temporary flood barriers to
protect property or communication links such as road and
railways. Ultimately the water has to go somewhere so the
majority of our work during a flood is less visible, but more
significant. Flood alerts and warnings generated in the
incident room during the day and through the night serve to
alert people to the danger and advise action if necessary.
See www.gov.uk/check-flood-risk to check your own flood
risk.
Local councils and the fire and rescue service rely on this
accurate and up to date information during a flooding
incident to plan and react as necessary. It’s not just the
flooding officers in the incident room at 4am, but the rest of
the organisation is pulled in to help assist with any incident
role needed. The day job takes back seat as its all hands to
the pump – sometimes literally!
At the other end of the water scale, sometimes there is not
enough water in the river. The Rivers Teme and Clun have
a wonderfully complex community of animals which rely on
a good supply of oxygen in the water. Atlantic salmon and
brown trout spawn in the gravels, grayling move up and
down stream with the whole ecosystem underpinned by a
vast and diverse invertebrate community. If you like a bit of
stream dipping then there is no better place! However,
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Electric fishing is used to catch fish in the drying out pools and
transfer them to another section of river which does not dry out.

The Environment Agency carry out these rescues as we
consider the recreational and conservation value of a
fishery along with the impact on the wider catchment
population. With the complex lifecycle of the Atlantic salmon,
losing many juveniles from one stretch of river has knock on
effects for years down the line as they return to their ‘own’
section of the river to spawn.
The salmon and trout also play an important part in the life
cycle of the endangered Freshwater Pearl Mussel as they
carry (not willingly) the tiny larvae of the mussel upstream
on their gills. It’s the mussel’s sneaky way of moving about
while expending very little effort! The River Clun is a valuable refuge for these handsome invertebrates, which are
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A Farmers View
Richard Smith
up. Not eating, staying on their own, ears down or hot, coat
dull, refusing to get up! Finances often preclude calling the
vet for the usual ailments which are most common. But
By Richard Smith
ultimately one knows the vet is there if needed. Birth in
cows and sheep often requires a little help from the farmer,
Thinking on unexpected events and back-up is a good way
for one to appreciate how many people one relies on to get but experience also teaches you to identify early if
the job done. Farming benefits from the generosity of many veterinary assistance is probable and call sooner rather
than later. Prophylactic use of penicillin is questionable . It
people who expect to see the job done because animal
health and welfare is at stake, or that wonderful little part of is often used because in attempting to make a profit more
animals are kept in a given space so disease pressure
many people that is, or wanted to be, a farmer. The
finances can however be sobering. Anybody out there who grows. Nature made it that animals, including man, suffer
disease and by surviving it become stronger. But we do not
would like interesting well paid rural employment please
have the time for ill health. it is the young fast growing
train to be a dairy engineer. Seventy pounds an hour call
animal which is needed for the plate. Nature’s bugs fight
out sound good to you? Learn about robotics as well - yes
back against man’s drugs so a considered use will always
more and more cows are milked being milked by robots.
have to be backed by research. I want all the wonders of
Electricians - let's just say when you need one no one else
nature - I just don't want to be killed or starved by one of
will do. Grey, mucky January day. Maize silage steams as
you cut it out of the pit - so you start the day worrying about them. One worries about the food chain in nature. As the
seasons plans are made to limit disease in crops, most of
its quality. It's not ideal but eat the face fast enough and it
which are prophylactic, are we catastrophically stopping a
will be fine. Cows want their daily feed on time - what will
first link in the chain? Very difficult not to interfere - very
the day throw at you to hinder the routine? Ignition key
broken in the switch; tyre with large spike in it - replacement difficult to manage the interference! Anyway, before Brexit
is mentioned, let's remember that to get through the day we
needed; tractor will not start, hidden fuse on battery blown;
wires broken so cannot weigh rations, oh dear which one of are all in the emergency services business - some more of
an emergency than others.
seven is earth? Amazing all the little problems that need
outside help so the cows can get their food on time. It's late
and the mooing starts. After an hour and yields will suffer,
cows do like everything exactly the same every day.
Sometimes one makes the mistake of thinking to spoil
them one way or another, but no, if it was good
enough for today it's good enough for tomorrow. In
little over an hour and the services are there, the tyre
with large hole switched for a temporary replacement
while yours is taken to be vulcanised; after 8 am and
dealerships are open to find a new key. Much is being
said at present about the use of penicillin on farms.
This must be right. However it is increasingly
frustrating the number of entities, from vets to
supermarkets to government, who talk the talk but
offer little at the sharp end. If an animal needs
treating, waiting a while to see if it gets worse is not
going to help. Farm animals have many ways of telling
you they aren't well without the power of speech to back it
…We girls know that the grass is NEVER greener…
BACK UP AND CRISIS MANAGEMENT ON THE FARM

protected by law from interference with their habitat. The
Clun population is quite mysterious, as we know that the
river has its differences from those in the Scottish
highlands where these mussels are more likely to be
found.
The Environment Agency has been studying the water
and habitat quality for some time and together with other
organisations are working on a rescue project to help
restore this most curious population in the Clun. It might
not be as dramatic as flood warnings in the middle of the
night or rushing to save stranded salmon, but the slow
steady approach can also achieve the Environment
Agency’s aim of working to create a better place for
people and wildlife.
Freshwater pearl mussels filter feeding with their siphons
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Pets Corner
The Black Rabbits and Francesca Bingham
PETS CORNER
Pets Corner goes wild this time. What if you are one of the
fabled Black Rabbits of Kinton, supersize shapes of the
evening hour? Are they mythic or factual? How do you
even interview such underground and undercover
creatures? Yes, loads of questions for investigative animal
journalists to get their front teeth into on this subject, so
we’d better start chewing.

FAVOURITE FOOD
Bark of all planted ornamental trees and shrubs. We love
low hanging fruit. Ingenious natural selection allows us to
walk on our hind legs and reach the low hanging fruit. We
gnaw bark above tree protectors. Forbidden fruit is always
the sweetest isn’t it?
FAVOURITE WALK
Round the beautiful gardens and orchards of Kinton. The
owners are such lovely people to plant up this way for us,
though I do notice their horticultural enthusiasm seems to
be waning. They are getting on a bit though, so perhaps it’s
to be expected.
FAVOURITE GAME
We’ve lots that we play with the
Kintonites; jumping over fences (rabbit
proof they call them!), burrowing under
fences, every garden lays on a really fun
obstacle course. We practice our Black
Rabbit SAS skills, and of course, being
black helps at night and saves on
balaclava costs.
PROUDEST ACHIEVEMENT
Out smarting humans for
500 years.

Once upon a time there was a King who like to sleep under
very special blankets made only of black rabbit fur. He felt
invisible at night. To make this King Size, King Only Blanket,
warrens of black rabbits were created all over the country.
The story goes that Kinton (King…gettit?) was one such
place.

PET PEEVE
We are not pets.
PET LIKE
As we just said –
not Pets!

One day, a getaway plan was made by two courageous
BEST ADVICE
black rabbits who were in love and wanted to live. As you
Stay together and eat fruit.
know, rabbits are great diggers and make long tunnels. If
any of you have met a local Patterdale Terrier called Earle,
you know these tunnels can go on for hours! This escape
tunnel from the Warren of the King’st Covert led our heroine
SUDUKO CHALLENGE - RATING MEDIUM (0.45)
and hero BRS, (shall we call them Belinda and Bertram?),
into freedom in Kinton on the South Side of Leintwardine.
There, they made a home and had lots of little black rabbit
babies.
Well, such is the rumour – it was up to us at Pets Corner to
go and find out if the Black Rabbits still existed and would
they be willing to chat?
Readers, we are delighted to break the news that there are
indeed Black Rabbits of Kinton. This is NOT FAKE NEWS.
Although we cannot tell you our source due to security
reasons, the following interview comes from the Black
Rabbits with only one translator.
EDUCATION
Knightly games of kick boxing, running and jumping, night
raids, and other associated skills of the warrior class.
CURRENT JOB
Always full time – Staying Alive, Staying Alive
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Health & Wellbeing
Nerissa Wilson and Stephen Nockolds
Lazy Christmas Lunch

There was gravy as well, stuffing, and plenty of bread or cranberry
sauce. Pretty little individual puddings and party bags followed. Two
chefs, Judy Morris and Jacqui Vallis , created a meal of the highest
standard, while the service, provided by a team of six charming, chatty
Lazy lunch - by Terry Clough
helpers was fast and friendly. Over half of the guests had come every Christmas for the past six years. For others, 2016
was their first time, but they all agreed that it would not be the last! It was the happiest occasion imaginable, warm and
nourishing for body and soul. What a great way for the older members of the community to begin their
Christmas celebrations.
LAZY LUNCH
Village Hall - High Street
● Food
● Drinks and service
● Ambience
Lazy lunches, every third Wednesday of the
month. Village Hall, 12.30. Two courses and
coffee. £5.50 a head. Advance bookings only.
07970696533 / 01584877371

WIGMORE CASTLE WALK
By Stephen Nockolds

and behind you. Alternatively, if you or someone else has
hopefully brought a picnic, wait to find the perfect spot - of
which there are plenty.

Here's an idea for a family walk that will fit all family members.
Head south from Leintwardine into Wigmore and take the first
right turn just after Mortimer Country Stores. Drive up the hill
until you reach the second footpath on the right at the top of
the hill. It's marked by a stile beside a metal gate about ¾ of
a mile and just before the road enters Wigmore Rolls.
Preferably, get yourself dropped off here (for a castle pick up
later) or if doing this solo, park about 50 yards further on in
the siding (room for 2-3 cars max.).

Inside, one can climb right up to the top of the castle and
have most marvellous views. The castle was the stronghold
of the Mortimers. Jousting was the extreme sport of the day.
This was medieval celebrity sport at its best. There was even
a pack of hard core travelling adventurers who'd show up to
try their luck ('freelancers'). Kings got involved too. At a
tournament here on 6th September 1329 Edward III was
apparently given a golden goblet with 'four escutcheons
bearing the arms of Leonell' (Isabella and Mortimer called him
the little lion).

Jump over the stile and walk diagonally down the field
towards the castle, following the path and keeping the
electricity poles on your right-hand side. Once over another
stile at the bottom of this field and into the next there are
magnificent views of the castle. Keeping the hedge on your
right in this second field, make your way down to the righthand corner at the bottom. Go through the gates and sheep
pens at the bottom to arrive at the turnstile gate just before
the castle entrance.

Wigmore castle. Today, one of the most peaceful and
beautiful places in England. Still fit for a king but available to
all. And on our doorstep. There is parking at the village hall in
Ford Street on the opposite side of the main road and you
can cheat and go straight up to the castle that way or park
there if you are meeting walkers that you've dropped off at
the top of the hill.

Walk up to the entrance. As you approach, imagine you've
just gone over a couple of moats, through a heavy wooden
door, a portcullis and are now in a dark and dingy entrance
lobby. It feels a bit like being at the bottom of a canal lock
that's been drained of water. Heavy wooden doors in front
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NB. The castle is very much 'left as is' or rather 'as was'
i.e There are very limited railings and safeguards. Castles
have wells, dungeons and all sorts. Where there is
chestnut paling closing off areas it is there for a reason.
Visit at your own risk and stick to the mown areas and
steps. Certainly do not climb on the walls!
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the magnificent lazy lunch team - by Philip Wilson

When we arrived at the hall in the winter sunshine, we were welcomed
at the door and ushered into a transformed hall. 30 excited guests sat,
chattering to their neighbours, as they shared the pulling of their
crackers. With party hats tucked onto their heads, they sipped their
wine, ( donated for the occasion by the Taverners). Carols played in
the background as gloriously fresh home cooked turkey arrived,
accompanied by cauliflower, parsnips, sprouts, carrots, roast potatoes
and pigs in blankets, all piping hot on the plate.

Notes From Burrington
Angie Thomas
IS IT STILL OPEN FOR VISITORS?
By Angie Thomas
Beneath the tranquil scene in Burrington stirrings are afoot. Spring is on its way and the community is stirring into
action too. In the darkness of winter a wonderful bonfire and fireworks and truly magical Christmas Service
displayed our strong and egalitarian community spirit. Whilst we can still have a community without a church, we
want to keep our church, and would like to use it for things religious and secular as well as providing a warm
welcome to our many visitors. This provides a challenge but the journey has, and continues to, bring us together for
a common purpose. Oblivious to the meetings and emails that are shaping proposals for the future; snowdrops,
daffodils and lambs continue to fill our fields and hedge lines, salmon beach themselves on our river banks, and
kites and buzzards contest the
crows and chase them over the
hill to Downton.
On the 1st May 2017 – May Day
we will put words into actions Burrington will be open to visitors
– rambles off the footpaths across
farmland to witness hidden views
and private follies, energised
with steaming homemade soup,
luscious cakes and refreshments
and wonderful musicians playing
out across the valley. It is a fund
raiser as we need our church
open again in the heart of our
community and thus temporary
netting must be purchased.
Tickets will be available soon
and we hope to give you all a
warm welcome.

SHAPE THE FUTURE
By Nerissa Wilson
The community centre is looking for new committee
members to shape the next few years of this amazing
enterprise. Over a relatively short time the Centre has
become home to the History Society, the Community
Library, the Youth Group, Pilates, Stitchers, the
Leintwardine Players, Lazy Lunches and many other
groups. First Saturday attracts visitors from miles around
because it has good stalls with home made produce and
merchandise, pleasant surroundings, great coffee and
cake, and a lot of nice people to talk to.

After many years of hard work, some of the committee
members are stepping down during the course of
2017.The roles as Officers filled by Harvey Vallis as Chair,
Rob Cock as Treasurer, and Terry Clough as Secretary
will become vacant. There is, therefore, considerable
scope for new members who can bring fresh ideas and
skills to the centre.

If you feel you can give the time and commitment, then
please come forward to fill one of these roles. It is also
possible to be involved in the running of the Centre as a
regular committee member, and join a group of very nice
and enthusiastic people who contribute enormously to the
enterprise in their own ways. Please get in touch and see
if you would enjoy taking part in shaping the future of the
Leintwardine Centre. Dive in, and you will be doing
All these thriving activities don’t happen out of thin air.
They flourish in a well run complex of buildings, maintained something worthwhile and pleasurable, and be a key
and managed as a registered charity, for the benefit of the figure in the life of the village.
parish and the surrounding villages. Events fund the
For more information check the web site at:
running costs and give enjoyment at the same time. The
finances are in a healthy condition, quite an achievement
www.leintwardinecentre.co.uk
considering that there are no subsidies to bolster income
Or
phone:
01547 540772
except donations from local families who want to
contribute.
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Neighbourhood Development Plan
Bob Judges
The Referendum
The final stage in bringing the NDP into effect is a
referendum in which all people registered to vote in the
By Bob Judges (on behalf of the LGNDPSG)
Group Parish will be able to participate. It is expected that
the referendum will take place on 23rd March 2017. Copies
Examination Report
of the Plan will be available in the Leintwardine Library and
We are finally nearing the end of the Neighbourhood
Development Plan (NDP) process. After we completed and on the HC and Parish Council websites for reference before
the vote takes place. HC will organise the referendum in the
submitted the Draft Plan to Herefordshire Council(HC) the
same way as for any other election, so please look out for
next step in the process was the appointment of an
independent Examiner to check that the draft Plan meets all the polling card when it lands on the doormat!
the legal and planning policy requirements. An Examiner
was appointed by HC before Christmas. The Examiner’s
Neighbourhood Plan Process
report, which was received early in the New Year, was very
positive about the overall quality of the plan, but
Stage 1 – Designation
recommended a number of modifications be made. Most of Stage 2 – Evidence-gathering and Plan preparation
these were constructive and improved the precision and
Stage 3 – Submission
impact of the Plan. A few of the modifications required
Stage 4 – Independent Examination
some clarification so a meeting was arranged with HC
Stage 5 – Referendum
planning officers.

Referendum on the Way

Meeting With Planning Officers
Members of the Steering Group had a satisfactory meeting
with HC’s lead officer for Neighbourhood Planning. Minor
amendments were agreed to put into effect the
modifications without detracting from the Plan’s objectives.

Core Strategy
If the Plan is approved in the referendum it will then be
formally adopted by Herefordshire Council, the last stage in
the process. Once adopted it will form part of
Herefordshire’s Core Planning Strategy and must be fully
taken into account when decisions on planning applications
in the Parish are made.

Final Revision of the Plan
Following the meeting HC accepted the Examiner’s report
Thanks to everyone who has taken part in the consultations
and issued the necessary “decision statement”. Final
amendments were made to the Plan as a result and revised and responded to surveys of opinion. We have tried to
make sure the Plan properly reflects your views, so please
and agreed NDP was submitted to HC.
vote in the referendum!

Leintwardine Group Parish Council Update

like to submit a quotation to the Parish Council please
contact the Clerk.

By Paul Russell

Litter Bins/Picnic Benches
Two new litter bins will be provided at Rosemary Lane and
Council Meetings
by the School in the next few weeks and a new picnic
Please note that the starting time of the Parish Council
meetings have been moved forward from 8pm to 7:30pm. bench will be provided on the Green. The existing picnic
Venue is the Reading Room and they are normally held on bench will also undergo repairs.
the first Thursday of each month. There is a public open
Steps in the High Street
session at the beginning of the agenda so if you wish to
These steps will be blocked off by Balfour Beatty in the
raise any matters with the Parish Council please make
next few weeks following health and safety concerns being
sure you arrive by 7:30pm.
raised.
Highway Programme
Council Website
The
Parish
Council
is currently developing a draft
The new link for the Parish Council’s Transparency Web
Highways
programme
outlining a number of improvements
Portal site is www.leintwardine.info This will take you the
to help make the roads safer in Leintwardine. This is
Transparency Home page. You then need to follow the
currently at the very early development stage and will be
Leintwardine Group Parish Council link.
discussed by Herefordshire Council and its contractors
Balfour Beatty before being made public.
Cemetery
The
initial plan will undergo a full public consultation once
Quotations will be sought in the next few months to create
it
has
been fully drafted so please watch this space.
a new Disabled Friendly access into the Cemetery.
Drawing are being developed at present and once these
2017/18 Budget
have been completed the work will be tendered.
The Parish Council has agreed its budget for 2017/18 and
The Lychgate will be redecorated in the next few
months as well. If any local painters and decorators would submitted its precept request of £20,665 to Herefordshire
Council.
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Leintwardine Parish Roundup
Chairman Mike Collins
with the problem . After months of pressure by Cllr
Edwards Amey Construction (contractor for Severn
Trent)
managed to turn up on site with the correct
By Chairman Mike Collins
equipment and remove a segment of a cast steel
manhole cover which was blocking the channel at the
The Parish Council has been continuing to progress the
base of the manhole. Following this visit the manhole ran
following matters:
clear but Amey advised that they had detected a
blockage lower down the combined sewer and would be
Highway Issues
returning to site clear the obstruction. At the end of
November 2016 a rainfall of 65mm in 24hours was
Leintwardine Group Parish Council agreed at a full
council meeting on the 1st December 2016 that a plan to recorded in the Teme Valley area. Inevitably the
help reduce speed and improve pedestrian safety would combined sewers in Watling Street, Dark Lane and the
High Street were substantially overloaded and
be developed .At the February 2 meeting the Parish
inundation of all three sections of roadway occurred.
Council received a presentation of the preliminary draft
Immediately after the Christmas break Amey
progamme prepared by Cllr Collins in conjunction with
Cllrs Edwards and Hopkinson. Following consideration it Construction returned to site and cleared the obstruction
they had detected on the previous visit. The obstructive
was resolved that members submit their comments to
material was identified by Amey as “sanitary products” A
Cllr Collins. A meeting will then be arranged in March
site inspection carried out at the beginning of February
2017 with Herefordshire Council and Balfour Beatty to
revealed that water was once again backing up in the
discuss and progress the draft plan.
manhole opposite Hightree Lodge . Another visit by
Amey/ Severn Trent is required. This will establish if the
On December 19 2016 the parapet of Leintwardine
Bridge was damaged by a vehicle. Initially Balfour Beatty obstruction problem is caused by customer misuse or
whether there is a structural problem with the drainage
installed temporary traffic lights on the bridge
system. In the meantime Severn Trent customers are
approaches but these were replaced by signage. It has
urged to act responsibly and not flush away unsuitable
been noted that the signage has reduced the speed of
products into the foul water system.
traffic approaching the bridge.

Leintwardine Group Parish Council Update

Litter Bins

An Exceptional Flood Event

There has been for many years a problem with water and The Parish Council has agreed to purchase two litter bins
. One to be placed at the entrance to the Herefordshire
sewage backing up in the manhole opposite Hightree
Trail and the other by the footpaths adjacent to the
Lodge Last year some progress was made in dealing
Rosemary play area.
Our New Councillor Nigel Offer
Nigel retired to Leintwardine last year having been a frequent holiday visitor for many years He had worked
previously as a civil engineer in the construction industry with a firm of consultants. He has been involved in the
design , construction and supervision and contract management of infrastructure works for housing association
developments, new schools and highways and drainage projects. It is anticipated that Nigel will join Richard
Edwards on the Highways Committee where his knowledge and experience will be much valued.

YOUR PARISH COUNCIL
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Mr Michael Collins

01547 540640
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Councillors
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Mr. Jonathan Hopkinson
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Mr. Richard Edwards
Mr. Jonathan Catling
Mr. Nigel Offer
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01547 540 422
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Next Copy Date: 15th May 2017
The opinions expressed in this publication are those of the contributors and not
necessarily those of the parish council or of the editor(s) of Leintwardine Life.

There are currently four Parish Council vacancies - please contact your local councillor ASAP if you are interested!
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Council Matters
Chairman Mike Collins & Councillor Carole Gandy
LEINTWARDINE GROUP PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
By Chairman Mike Collins
Housing Development in Leintwardine

over the next five years in the UK. . Leintwardine GPC
has already achieved a proportionate contribution to that
target.
Post Office Update

Early in January 2017 Saxonby Homes occupied the site There is some positive news on the post office. BT
Openreach have succeeded in providing the connection
next to Leintwardine Surgery and commenced the
at the Post Office base in Shropshire. An agreement has
construction of ten dwellings. Also during 2016
been obtained to park the Mobile Post Office in the Car
Herefordshire Council had granted outline planning
Park of the Lion Inn. Many thanks to the proprietors of
permission for two additional dwellings on infill sites
the the Lion for this agreement. The target for
within the settlement boundary. This means that
commencement of the service is Monday 20 February.
Leintwardine GPC has now fulfilled its minimum
The
van will be there from 11am - 12.30pm Mondays and
requirement for committed development for the years
Wednesdays
If all proceeds as planned the Post Office
from 2016 to 2021 in accordance with the County’s Core
will
have
issued
notification leaflets advising of the start
Strategy. A recently issued Government white paper has
of
the
service.
set a target of £1million new homes to be constructed
obtain advanced warning of possible flooding in the
Leintwardine area why not sign up for Floodline
Warnings direct from the Environmental Agency – a free
By Carole Gandy
service that provides automated flood warnings by
Living in the beautiful county of Herefordshire has huge telephone, mobile, email or text.
advantages but comes with a number of disadvantages.
Some of you, at sometime in your life will have to deal In times of storms you may come across fallen trees or
other structures obstructing the road or pavement
with an emergency affecting either yourself, a member
which require urgent attention you should immediately
of your family or a neighbour and the Editors of
phone 01432 261800 giving details of the issue
Leintwardine Life have asked me to use my article to
highlight what provision is available for the residents of including the location, your name and contact details.
Leintwardine at such a time, something I am pleased to
If you are, or know someone who is frail or has a
do.
disability either permanent or temporary and if in
particular live alone why not consider the aids available
Leintwardine is obviously lucky to have its own Fire
from Herefordshire’s Telecare Team 01432 261650,
Station, something not many parishes have but for
other emergency situations the position is not so simple. this service can be a vital safety blanket that allows
people to remain as independent as possible whilst
As you are probably aware Leintwardine has its own
ensuring that help is at hand in an emergency. The
Community Public Access Defibrillator which is on the
service can provide anything from a life line alarm with
wall of the library. In an emergency, phone 999 and
pendant, medication dispensers to tracking devices for
explain the situation and indicate where you are. You
will then be given the code to open the defibrillator box a very small weekly service charge that allows the
and can follow the instructions inside until help arrives. person to continue with their everyday lives.
Leintwardine/Bucknall also has a Community First
Responder scheme which has a scheme car. There are Finally some residents, particularly the elderly are seen
as suitable scam targets. If you believe that someone
currently 5 first responders on call.
has either phoned you or called at your home with the
In the case of flooding, if you or your neighbours are in sole purpose of committing a dishonest act or fraud,
please do not hesitate to contact Trading Standards on
immediate danger you should call 999, however if a
01432 261761.
highway is flooded that could cause a danger to the
public or if is at risk of entering a private property you
should call 01432 261800. This number should also be Please stay safe and as always, if you wish to contact
used to report flooding from an ordinary watercourse If me about a particular matter, or just for a general chat,
please do not hesitate to do so either on:
you are concerned about flooding from a public sewer
or fresh water pipe, please report it to relevant water
01568 780583
company Welsh Water 0800 085 3968 Severn Trent
carole.gandy@herefordshire.gov.uk
Water 0800 783 4444 both 24 hour cover. To report
flooding from a main river or groundwater call
I am also always happy to come out to see you.
Environmental Agency Floodline 0845 988 1188. To

USEFUL INFORMATION IN AN EMERGENCY
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Tales from the bus stop
A Life of Love
On their sixtieth wedding anniversary, Maureen
and Danny decided to go out for lunch. There
would be a party at the weekend, but it seemed
wrong somehow to sit at home on such a
momentous day. It was cold, and dank, not a day
for romance, but Maureen carefully put on a pearl
coloured cashmere jumper, black straight skirt and
high shiny boots. She topped them with a grey
and pink scarf at the neck, and then sorted out her
gold earrings, bracelet and her diamond ring. Her hair, a
soft blonde tint, and a little thin all over, was lacquered
into shape and holding well. Looking in the mirror after
adding lipstick and powder, she felt reasonably
comfortable with the image peering back at her. Not
given to introspective thoughts, she immediately
launched herself into the purpose of the day, and came
carefully downstairs to the kitchen to look for Danny.

They were a harmonious group, who never spoke of
politics or religion, and only occasionally
encountered slight disagreements over
sporting incidents. They reinforced each other
for five decades, and then slowly, one by one,
they disappeared into homes or graveyards. Now,
Maureen and Danny could go wherever took
their fancy, but they often chose to stay at home
now, secure in their own company. But a
sixtieth wedding anniversary needed a
celebration.
They walked in to the Star, and smiled in
disbelief. The lay out was unrecognizable, with islands
of tables, nooks with wallpaper of leather covered
books, and a big bar featuring cocktails. It looked good,
smart, up to date, and the couple approved. It was the
sort of place they had grown used to visiting over the
years and they felt relaxed. And the fireplace was still
there. It had gas logs now, but a big chair like the one in
which Danny sat when Maureen first saw him, was in
exactly the same place beside the hearth
“Sit in it…” she urged.

He was ready and waiting. Tall and pretty much erect,
he wore his perfectly matched outfit with the confidence
of a man who feels at one with his environment. Even
his handkerchief, just glimpsed in his jacket pocket, was
the same shade of lilac as the shirt. Grey suit, grey
socks, black shoes, shining so perfectly that they could
have been patent, and a large watch on a silver link
strap. Then the soft tweed flat cap and camel overcoat.
He was ready to escort his love of sixty years to any
eatery in England. But they weren’t going just anywhere,
they had decided to go back to the pub where they met
all those years ago and fell instantly in love, and re-live
the moment.

Danny settled down in the leather cushions. Maureen
came over to him, smiling a bright, slightly daring smile.
On the fateful night of their meeting she had broken
away from her crowd of friends, and advanced on him
with just such a smile.
“You poor man,” she said. “You look as if you have
the most awful cold”.

Danny stared at her. She hadn’t changed so much, was
in fact in very good shape for a woman about to be
eighty. He tried to remember her face that night,
flickering in the firelight in the dark warm room. But all he
This was the first time they had been back to the Star Inn. could see was an old woman with a bit too much
Strange not to, but the pub was not on their usual round makeup, a silly skirt and boots that looked as if they
of places. They had moved from the start with a group
were giving her big toes a lot of grief. He glanced down
who liked a routine. The publicans knew them, expected at his own arthritic hands and felt despair sweep over
them, on a Tuesday here, and a Friday there; they
him. He was old, and this woman, who was his wife and
always went into town on a Saturday to do the shopping , the keeper of his secrets and dreams, was suddenly a
then stopped at Dot and Mark’s house for a bite to eat
stranger he found slightly embarrassing.
before coming home to put their feet up. On Sunday
they had a roast at home, prepared by Maureen and
They had lunch, scampi and chips for old time’s sake,
shared with the same Dot and Mark . Once a month the and then drove the scenic way back home. Danny was
foursome met Craig and Sue at the pub in the next
never one for talking much about feelings, so he said
village, the Swan, for scampi in the basket in the early
nothing about his change of heart. Maureen gave no
years, and later, for lasagne or confit of duck. Obviously, sign that she sensed a difference in him as they carried
there were hiccups along the way. Children, though not
on the old routine of days. They both slept like stones
for Maureen and Danny, interfered with the timetable,
through the night and ate heartily. But Danny was
but they kept it as rigid as possible so that everyone
desperate as a caged cat inside, and Maureen, she was
knew where they were.
no fool, and her heart was broken…
Mortimer Medical Practice Patient Participation Group (PPG)
The new practice nurse Sister Burke will be running a minor illness clinic. When ringing the surgery for same day
appointments, the receptionists will now ask you why need an appointment that day. This is not intended to be nosey but to
point you to the correct clinic for your needs i.e. Sister Burke or GP. An article explaining this new service will appear in the
next practice newsletter at your surgery or on the website.
The practice is now able to text reminders to patients who have forthcoming appointments either with a GP or the practice
nurses. If people are interested in this service the practice needs up to date mobile phone numbers please. This service is
only available to be used with mobile phones NOT landline numbers. It is hoped that reminding people via a text may help to
reduce missed appointments.
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