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Editorial
Nerissa, Simon, Francesca & Andi
● Use our community library
● Share music, bells, stitching, Pilates, apple
pressing, books (and many more)
● Look out for friends and neighbours
● Support new endeavours
Nerissa, Simon, Francesca, and Andi

Holly - by Jane Wells (2017)

Yes, welcome to Andi, a new member of the editorial
team! Indeed, the whole issue is threaded with a
celebration of the new. From creative new business
endeavours, to adaptive retail, to the new directions of
our local artists, this is the place to read about what is
innovative in our village right now. A contributor's
comment, “Leintwardine is a working village",
sparked the idea of writing about new ventures. Not
only that people work but that the community works
as a place to live for families and individuals. Our
place is more than a dormitory or a through way to
somewhere else.
Historically, as the Leintwardine History Society has
shown in articles and lectures, the village has always
been a place of diverse livings, from shops to crafts,
hospitality, agriculture and forestry. In this issue, we
look at new ventures that represent new aspects of
village based work.
Soon, it will be 2018 and a year that promises
challenge and uncertainty. That only underlines how
critical it is for each of us to support our local
economy. Let us all make the resolution to continue to
make a resilient and innovative Leintwardine as we go
into the New Year:
● Buy at our village shops

UPDATE ON OUR HEREFORDHIRE REFUGEES by Jonathan Hopkinson
Time Bank Charity has recruited volunteers to mentor the Hereford based Syrian refugee families following the
end of formal support from Refugee Action. Support for Unaccompanied Asylum Seeking Children is being
offered by the charity NYAS through the Independent Visitor Service for children in care. Our part in their lives
and our involvement in their welfare is now drawing to a close.
We wish them all a great future, and much good fortune.

Editors:
Simon Tagg, Nerissa Wilson
Francesca Bingham, Andrea Moore
Next Copy Date:
15th February 2018
Email Feedback To:
LeintwardineLife@gmail.com
We welcome all submissions for the Spring 2018
edition from local artists and photographers. If you are
a sculptor or make crafts then we will be happy to visit
and photograph your skills.
Front cover art: Photograph by Nerissa Wilson.
Byline art for Editorial, The Long View, The
Leintwardine Library, Seasonal Recipe, Science and
Nature and Council Matters: by Jane Wells
Leintwardine Mice: by Mark Whittle can you spot them
all?
Leintwardine view - by Andrea Moore (2017)
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The Long View
Nerissa Wilson
A WORKING VILLAGE
What about those who have recently left school? Some
leave for university but many stay. The village benefits
greatly from their energy and expertise, with some young
Children at Leintwardine school recently showed a video
people developing into skilled mechanics and chefs, shop
they had created earlier in the year. (See school page)
or hospitality staff and managers. They take jobs in the
They interviewed selected people from the community as
pubs, at the garage, employment in gardening and building,
part of their presentation, and asked them questions about
or care work with the increasing number of older residents
how they felt towards the village. One of those chosen,
who have either grown elderly here, or retired to the
George Cebo, replied that he spends much of his time
countryside. As time passes, they have families of their own
walking and thinking. The children had noticed that he also who fill the nursery and the primary school with a new
gathered up the rubbish dropped in the streets and lanes of generation of local children.
Leintwardine and wanted to know why he bothered to do so.
He answered with great modesty that it gave him something Many of the older arrivals have settled here to start a new
to do while he was out and about. He sometimes writes
life, having more time for hobbies they have followed for
wise essays and rather beautiful poetry about what he finds, many years. Gardening, walking, fishing, painting all keep
and if anyone has their finger on the pulse of the village,
them busy for a while. They go to shop at the garage and
then it is George. When asked by the children what he liked the butcher, and they meet other residents. They hear
about Leintwardine, he said, “It is good because it is a
about the History Society, the singing group, the Knitters
working village”.
and Stitchers, the Evergreens, book clubs and coffee
mornings and a host of other possibilities, and they are
That might seem a surprising response. We still have the
gathered in to the social whirl of the village. Soon they have
garage with its shop and the butcher with its abattoir. The
no time for the garden, except to prepare it for Open
Community Centre has offices let out to small enterprises.
Gardens in aid of the Community Centre, or cooking for
The health centre employs doctors, nurses, receptionists,
church fetes or knitting blanket squares for refugees. The
pharmacists and administrative staff. A metal fabricator has newly retired run the committees, wondering how the place
his premises in Rosemary, while the industrial estate by the ever managed to function before they arrived, while those
bridge houses engineers who work with cars, and a
who went before move on to the pleasures of grand
carpenter. The Church, and the Lion, the Sun and the Frog children and the sense of belonging that the years in
all have a number of staff, as do the school and the
Leintwardine have brought.
nursery. More jobs than many villages can provide when
you add them all up, but I think most of those asked would
Those who were born and raised here are kind to the
concur with current thinking that Leintwardine, like most
newcomers, although they have a whole sense of
country hamlets and villages, is in danger of a slow death
entitlement that no one else can share. The young just
as the pubs and shops close. Other members of the public
tolerate everyone else, and some take advantage of the
questioned by the children about how they would change
Youth Group set up for them with much good will. People of
things for the better, emphasized jobs and the addition of
all sorts go to Pilates, tai chi and yoga, Lazy Lunches,
more families as the answer to our sustainability in the
attend the yearly pantomime and attend a service in the
modern world.
church at Christmas. In other words, a lot goes on, set up
by enthusiastic amateurs who try to get it right, and the end
Of course these are desirable objectives, but still, George
result is a group of people who can smile and have a word
Cebo described us as a “working village”, and as always, I
with most others that they meet in the street, feel that
think he made perfect sense.
someone would come to their aid if they became ill or fell
over, would like to hear their views about the new housing
After all, in the last days of 2017, what constitutes a
estate or the waiting lists at the hospital, or would be ready
community that functions well? The old ideal of Dad going
to listen even if someone just wanted to talk about nothing
out to work in the morning, waved off by his wife in her
much.
pinny, before she walks the children to school and stops at
the shop for the groceries, is long gone. Families are made I believe that it is this aspect of Leintwardine that prompted
up of a myriad combinations and work can happen miles
George Cebo to call this a “working village”, and that in the
away or at home in the living room or a shed in the garden. twenty-first century, when the old concepts of family and
There were always cottage industries, but in the past, the
work are fading away, we have found a formula for
bulk of the inhabitants went to the fields or the factory or the sustainability and balance between the different wants and
mill. Locally, the roads were built by a whole generation of
needs of a very disparate collection of people, and added a
men from the village. Now we have many workers carrying
bonus of warmth and friendship along the way.
on businesses from home, as individuals, each address a
separate enterprise. Even the farmers have few others
labouring with them. They do not depend or rely on each
other. They rise or fall alone. Does this system work? Could
they as easily live anywhere, or is Leintwardine a vital part
of their well being?

by Nerissa Wilson
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Friends of Leintwardine School and Nursery
Emma Stead & Nerissa Wilson
SCHOOL VIDEO PRESENTATION
In the summer term 2017, the year 4 and year 5 children at
Leintwardine School took part in the ‘Windows on our
Communities’ project run by Herefordshire’s computing
advisor Mark Sanderson.
The children quickly identified the brightly coloured Mary
Magdalene window as their favourite in our church and
really enjoyed learning more about the window’s history
from John Williams and more about the story depicted from
Rev. Mike Catling. This information was used to make the
first part of our film.
The children felt the window illustrated a strong sense of
respect between Mary Magdalene and the risen Jesus.
They brainstormed what respect meant to them and had
clear ideas about members of the community they
respected.

Making the film was a lot of fun, a great opportunity for
teamwork and gave all of us a wonderful insight into the
hidden depths of some of the amazing people in a
community we are very proud to be a part of.
If you were unable to make it to the film launch on Thursday
5th October, please
scan the QR code below
which will direct you to
the film. May we take
this as another
opportunity to thank all
the people who so
generously gave their
time to make this project
so successful and the
wonderful ‘Friends’ of
the school who raised
the money to buy our
iPads.

Several of those people were contacted by the children via
letter and asked to participate in the film. After a wonderful
afternoon learning how to be film directors, cameramen and We are looking forward
to expanding our
interviewers with Mark Sanderson they worked in teams to
talents
to a village
find out more about the chosen members of our community.
poetry project so
These interviews form the second part of our film.
please stay tuned!

HARVEST LUNCH AT ST. MARY’S CHURCH
This year, the children from Leintwardine School
invited everyone in the village to come to their
Harvest service. A large congregation joined them
afterwards for homemade leek and potato soup,
home made bread and home made apple muffins,
prepared and served by the children. Some of the
produce was grown in the vegetable garden in the
school grounds. They presented an impressive
spread for everyone, and the lunch was a very happy
occasion.
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Youth Group
Members of the Leintwardine Youth Group
HALLOWEEN SPOOKTACULAR NIGHT

Picture supplied by the LYG

The Youth Group members enjoyed a 'Spooktacular' night,
with Pizzas and Halloween treats. There were creepy
games to play and the Hall was decorated in freakish
fashion with Ghouls, Ghosties and Giant Bats.
Thanks to hardworking Youth workers Karen, Amanda & Jo
for the effort they put in. If you would like to help for just an
hour or so, running the tuck shop this would give them time
to plan future events.

If you are interested please contact Sheila Smith on
01547 540 593

The Christmas robins will be
returning to Watling Street
Can you spot them?
Picture by Judith Offer

members of The Leintwardine Players, is really looking
forward to the production and to having so many young
people in the cast. It is always a big commitment of time and
By Holly Littlar
energy to ask of both the children and their parents but the
So, last Summer term saw us (the Young Leintwardine rewards are great and we are all very excited.
Players) starting up our new Drama Club at the primary
For the future? I hope to continue the warm relationship
school in Leintwardine. It proved very popular with over 20
with the primary school, whose support is much
children on our list, and I was delighted to continue the Club
appreciated. The children have indicated that they would
into this present academic year. This term we have had an
like to work from scripts and to show their own work so I
enthusiastic and dedicated group from year 2 up to year 6.
continue to look out for further possibilities to showcase
We have continued to work on activities and games aimed
their talents. I am also interested in looking at opportunities
at improving our drama skills including improvisation, mime
for secondary age group
and voice work.
children to engage in drama
activities. Perhaps another
The added bonus this term is that the children have taken
club or working towards
on the roles of the Rats in our pantomime this year, which
LAMDA (drama) exams?
is Puss In Boots. We are currently learning a Rat Dance
Anyway, I'm working on it, so,
and working on our rodent characteristics - lots of skilful
if you're interested, watch
squeaking and tail twirling! Everyone, including the other
this space!

NEWS FROM YELP

Contact details:
Karen (07773 580 939)
Room 9, Leintwardine Community Centre,
Leintwardine, Shropshire SY7 0LB. Tel: 01547 540 772
We are always looking for more volunteers. No permanent

LYG sessions run from 4pm – 8pm every Tuesday
Entry is FREE

commitment needed, just a couple of hours now and then Website:
would make a big difference.
LYG91210.wordpress.com
VOLUNTEERING CAN BE FUN
JOIN IN THE LYG SUCCESS STORY NOW!

Winter 2017

Email:
letwdineyouthgroup@gmail.com, k393f@btinternet.com
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The Leintwardine Library
Mark Ferrero
By Mark Ferrero
Herefordshire Council wants to hive off our library
service to another organisation, library campaigners
have learned. Council officers have refused to rule-out
seeking a profit-making company to run the library
service; and the same fate awaits the county's museums
and archives. Library support groups are angry about
this move, and the lack of consultation about it. Friends
of Leintwardine Community Library (FOLCL) wrote to
Councillor Harry Bramer, Cabinet Member for Assets
and Contracts, to raise our concerns. We await a reply,
but the Hereford Times took up the matter, and FOLCL
Chair, Mark Ferrero, was interviewed on BBC Hereford
and Worcester about it.
FOLCL believes that there is a fundamental and
irreconcilable conflict between the ethos of a profitmaking company, and that of a public service such as
the library. And as Herefordshire's Council's own
consultation paper in 2013 admitted, the idea of
'outsourcing' the library service is deeply flawed because
libraries offer "little opportunity of income which might
have an influence on likely bodies interested in operating
the services." If that is the case, why are they doing this?
Because they brought in the Local Government
Association (LGA) to do what is called a Peer Challenge
Review make recommendations, and one
of them was to "spin off" the services. A
team of two councillors were brought in to
do the review. They came from South
Holland District Council in Lincolnshire,
(which failed to meet its minimum
performance standards for customer
services, according to a recent report)
and Birmingham City Council (whose
children's services were described as "a
national disgrace" by Ofsted in 2016, and
whose appalling management of its
refuse contract has regularly featured on
BBC's Midlands Today programme).

exposed last year through a Freedom of Information Act
request. The so-called "Library Plan" that council officers
have cobbled together in response to the Peer
Challenge was done without input from FOLCL or any
other library group in the county, despite an explicit offer
of help. Unsurprisingly, what has been produced, while
better than the gaping void that it replaced, is not a plan
at all, since it has no specific tasks, or objectives, and no
timetable for delivery. In fact, it reads more like a
promotional brochure that could be used in a tendering
exercise - what a surprise! Despite these discourtesies
and ineptitudes, we have offered to help Herefordshire
Council turn this sow's ear of a plan into a silk purse. We
believe we can think more creatively than Herefordshire
Council does about how to raise funds for our library
service. We have a positive vision for the service, and
we care about its future. If only council officers would
work constructively with us, and stop being so secretive
and inward-looking.
To continue to fight for your local library, FOLCL needs
members. The more members, the more we have a
voice. All it costs is £5 per year to join. You don't have to
do anything else if you don't want to. 2018 membership
opens in December.
If you would like to join us, please contact FOLCL
Treasurer, Patrick Orton on patrick.orton@btinternet.com,
or pick up a form in the library.

The Leintwardine Library - Mark Ferrero

LEINTWARDINE LIBRARY PLC

We believe all this to be a cynical
exercise in cost-cutting that ignores the
needs and wishes of communities. And it
fails to acknowledge the harsh truth that,
over more than a decade, Herefordshire
Council has cut its library opening hours
by almost 40% - a fact that FOLCL

Library Opening Hours
Tuesdays:
Thursdays:
Every First Saturday
Every Third Saturday
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10.00 – 16.30
14.00 – 16.30
10.00 – 12.30
14.00 – 16.30

For details of membership, please contact FOLCL
Secretary Mark Ferrero on:
mark.ferrero@btinternet.com
01547 540627
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Hobbies & Crafts
Patrick Orton & Karen Blake
Winter Stargazing
By Patrick Orton
Winter is with us, but if you can rouse yourself from a nice,
warm sofa and go outside to have a look at the sky, you will
be able to see the most spectacular of the northern
hemisphere constellations in clear, dark skies - clouds
permitting.

On a clear night, and after your eyes have fully adapted to
the dark (it takes about 20 minutes), you will see Orion's
sword hanging down from his belt. This is made up of a
number of fairly faint stars and a faintly glowing patch,
which is the Orion Nebula (M42).

Orion (The
Hunter), is
high up in
the southeast of the
mid-evening
sky for most of DecFeb.
It is the easiest
constellation to
recognise,
because of the
bright stars that
mark its
boundary, and the very
distinctive chain of
three stars that make
up his belt.

The M42 nebula

This is a huge cloud of gas and dust in our galaxy in which
new stars are being born, and it is the only one which you
can see without binoculars or a telescope. It is the closest
stellar nursery to us, but is still about 1,300 light-years away.
Betelgeuse marks his left (to us) shoulder, and most people (A light-year is about 9.5 million, million, kilometres, if that
helps)
can see that it has a reddish tint. It is in fact an enormous
red star, 120,000 times as bright as our sun, but very far
Don't forget to watch out for the Geminids meteor shower,
away, at about 500 light-years distance. If you put
at its peak on 13 / 14 December, with no interference from
Betelgeuse in place of our sun, the Earth would be orbiting
inside it! Rigel, at the bottom right corner is brighter still, and moonlight to spoil it. Fingers crossed for clear skies!
Jan 3rd is the maximum of the Quadrantid meteors, but a
blue-white in colour. Paradoxically, the larger a star is, the
nearly full moon will obscure all but the brightest meteors.
shorter its lifetime. The Sun is about 500 times as old as
Betelgeuse, but whilst our sun will carry on as it is for
another 4,500 million years, it is thought that Betelgeuse will If there is anything about the night sky you would like to see
featured or explained in Leintwardine Life, drop an e-mail to
end its life in a supernova explosion very soon (i.e. within
leintwardineskies@gmail.com
the next million years).

Apple Pressing
By Karen Blake
The Leintwardine Ciderfects group had a jolly afternoon on
Sunday October 15th at its annual Community Apple Pressing
held in the garden of the Sun Inn in support of the Leintwardine
Youth Group. Folk turned up with everything from a small bag
to a wheelbarrow-full of apples for scratting and pressing and
we produced over 200 litres of beautiful apple juice. Some
was returned to suppliers of the apples but much will be
available in mulled form at the Frost Fair on November 25th,
along with mulled cider prepared from the product of last year’s
pressing. A new supply of cider is in production at a secret
location ready for next year.
If anyone is interested in finding out more about apple
pressing, cider-making, or joining Ciderfects please contact
Karen Blake on 01547 540 858.

Winter 2017
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Seasonal Recipe - Winter 2017
Jenny Goddard
Two treats for the festive season – one savoury, one
sweet. A time of year to celebrate with friends and family
and to exchange gifts – these two recipes hopefully will
come in useful…. (Courtesy of Sophie Griffiths-Goddard,
The Cider Barn, Pembridge)

Put in fridge to harden up for an hour. Crack egg into a
bowl beat with a little milk.
Now breadcrumb – roll eggs in seasoned flour first. Then
dip them in the beaten egg, then roll in the breadcrumb.
Deep fry at 180°c until golden, about 2 mins.

Smoked Salmon Scotch Egg
Rosewater Fudge
Ingredients
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

250g smoked salmon
A large handful of dill
1 lemon
6 big tablespoons of cream cheese
12 quail eggs
Flour
Egg
Breadcrumb

This is a lovely delicate after-dinner treat that’s simple to
make providing you keep your eyes on the ball – or,
should I say, boil!.
Ingredients
●
●
●
●

300ml milk
350g caster sugar
100g butter
1tsp Rosewater.

Equipment
● Heavy bottomed pan
● Cooking Thermometer

Method
Prepare a bowl of ice and water.
Bring a large pan of water to a rolling boil on the hob.
Lower the Quail eggs in for 2 mins 15 secs. Remove and
place into the bowl of ice.
While they are cooling – make your salmon mixture. In a
food processor, blitz till smooth salmon, cream cheese,
dill (no stems) and lemon juice. (Here would be good
place to add other things – cubed fresh salmon, gravlax)
Drain quail eggs and throw them around the bottom of
the bowl so to break the shells lightly. Peal the quail
eggs gently as the centre will still be runny. Use running
water to help.
Take a handful of salmon mixture in wet hands and
flatten out big enough to go round the quail eggs. Add a
quail egg on top of mixture in the palm of your hand and
carefully surround the egg in the mixture. Fill any gaps or
thin areas so the egg is completely covered by mixture.
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Method
Gently melt the butter and sugar and add the milk when
they have melted. Turn up the heat and bring to a rolling
boil. Be careful! Keep a close eye that it does not boil
over and towards the end make sure it does not burn to
the pan.
Boil for about an hour, stirring regularly until the mixture
reaches 115 degrees. Take it off the heat and leave to
cool for 5 minutes.
Add the Rosewater but make sure you allow your sample
to cool before you taste it. Leave it for another 5-10
minutes stirring occasionally until the mixture thickens
slightly then pour out on to an oiled baking tray and leave
to cool. Cut into small pieces and delight your friends
and family.
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Science & Nature
John Voysey & George Cebo
woodpigeons and blackbirds come from the Continent.
Blackcaps too, wander over here while our summer ones
drift down to southern Europe. Will the waxwings come
again this year?

NATURE NOTES
By John Voysey
"The nights are drawing in", as Radio 3 keeps reminding us
and the shock of reverting to GMT impacts. Turkey, we
hear, has opted not to change its clocks this winter, a
subject emotionally debated in the UK every year. We
could be spared the physical and emotional psychological
effects of these changes if we so wanted.
Short, cold days means 'all change' for our wildlife.
Summer guests have gone with their offspring and queen
wasps, ladybirds and a host of other insects have snuck
into the house, barn or shed to survivie until the call to
action in the spring. Reptiles, bats, hedgehogs and more
decide to lay low too. Meanwhile, birds from the north and
east, aiming to avoid food shortages, come here so our
gardens and bird tables have new faces; maybe a
brambling or two, an influx of siskins or a few redpolls.

Fieldfare - William Marler

Herefordshire's bonanza of windfall apples are a great draw
for the arctic thrushes, fieldfares from Scandinavia and
redwings from Russia. Likewise, extra starlings,

HEDGEROW OBSERVATIONS
By George Cebo

We are short of open water for wintering waterfowl
hereabouts, but the occasional whooper swan with its
trumpeting call turns up from its breeding grounds in the
Arctic to join the mute swans on the Teme and in the water
meadows. Ironically, the flooded gravel pits in the middle of
the county, a sign of our development activities, are of
major importance for wildlife, both in summer and in winter.
As they become 'worked out', they become challenges for
competing users to coordinate, zone, and manage their
priorities. Any open water, however small, is valuable for
wildlife food-chains. We have lost a lot of ponds but they
are not difficult to restore or create anew.

Fallow deer rut - John Voysey

October is also the time for the fallow deer to rut and even
from the middle of Leintwardine it is possible to hear a buck
calling, groaning they term it, from the nearby woods.
good Malt under the trees may have acted as a placebo
on the Dryads and stopped the Crack Willows from falling
over half the stream, branches to tangle the lines and
hooks laid out to snare and exploit. So much is happening
now, can you feel it too?

Thymallus, Serene Lady of the Stream, circles the pool for
the last time, her heart muscles beat no longer,
acknowledging the respect from Naiads that protected her Property picked up in the High Street by the Litter Picker:
through the drying out of the flows, the electric shocks to
● Five Ford keys on a ring
move her to deeper water. Finally, the hooks and keep
● One car key with white plastic tag
nets were too much, keeping her from the cool, oxygen
● Seeds, Paeony Molly the Witch from Andres garden
rich stream. She should have been free to swim, jump,
breathe, and breed. Such a waste of this sentient creature. ● Tree Paeony white with red flash, both held in a white
envelope.
Dorsal fin no longer held erect, allowed to fold flat as she
drifts downstream, her eyes glazing, avoiding the eight,
Plus, from Brockley stile:
empty cans of Stella Artois that
were abandoned into the pool
● A Casio wristwatch,
by weekend 'fishermen'.
● A silver coloured earing for a pierced ear, of a woman
or a Pirate…
You will understand this is
● A pair of rubber dust covers for lenses of binoculars
not a good move to test the patience of
Dionysus. The libation to the Teme of
Usual rules apply - just ask and it will return to owner.
blended Scotch Whiskey was not enough. Perhaps a
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Cottage Industry…
Nerissa Wilson
his drawings to a printer, also in Stoke, which return in the
form of A3 sheets of decals created with enamel inks. At
Mark Whittle is a man who loves to draw. Put a pen in his
this point, Mark's wife, Debbie, painstakingly cuts round the
hand and he will conjure up animals, birds and portraits with images and slides them off their backing paper on to the
exquisite detail and precision. He has a passion for what he surface of the china. Each mug or jug has three decals, a
does, and he is always looking for ways to use his ability.
big image of whatever it may be, ( stag or hen or dog, etc.) ,
He has been creating cards and prints of animals and birds a small repeat of the picture on the inner lip, and
for some years, but it is only in the last few months that he
information on the bottom. It then takes six hours in the kiln
realised that they might look good on mugs and jugs.
at 880 degrees C to complete the process, and since the
kiln is small and Debbie has many other calls on her time
beside the careful placing of the decals , production is
limited.

DRAWING FOR LOVE AND MONEY

Mark had a big breakthrough when The Ludlow Food
Centre decided to champion his work, showing cards of his
animal drawings in their shop, and now carrying his china
for sale. They will use four of his designs for their Christmas
hampers; a spaniel, March hare, Gloucester old spot pig
and a stag. Their enthusiasm for his various projects has
been a major boost, particularly for his new venture with the
china ware. Setting up a business at home is a great plan,
and using the house as a work place is cheap, but it is
surprising how expensive the development of a concept into
a finished product can be.
By Simon Tagg (2017)

Using an old, small kiln that he had knocking around in his
shed, he decided to experiment with decorating ceramics.
He discovered that there are two methods for the transfer of
drawings on to china ware. Both have to be fired in order to
seal the picture on to the required surface, with sublimation
giving the cheaper option. The hefty mugs we are all
familiar with, the sort that carry logos of subjects like
football clubs and tourist attractions use this process. It is
fine for their purposes, but it is not a suitable method for
bone china and the pictures will disappear in dishwashers
after a short life. Although the result was reasonable when
Mark tried out his images, and the product was cheap and
cheerful, the look and feel was wrong for the fine artwork he
was producing. He wanted his drawings to be shown to
better advantage, so he opted for the more expensive use
In Mark's case, the cost of trying out and rejecting the
of decals.
sublimation method of decorating his mugs and jugs, and
the experimentation of size and placement for the decals,
plus the adding of colour for some of the range for a while,
has meant an outlay of somewhere in the region of £3,500.
He has tried out many birds and animals, even a rather
lovely mayfly, and is always interested to see what sells and
what is left on the shelf. So far the ultimate best seller by a
mile is the long tailed tit.
By Simon Tagg (2017)

Mark is a happy man, moving between his kiln in the
woodshed, which is currently stacked with 3, 2, 1 and ½ pint
jugs, and his design room in an upstairs bedroom in the
house. The door bell rang several times while I was there
with him with deliveries of materials, creating an
atmosphere of creative purpose in action. It is good to see
someone doing the drawing he loves, getting pleasure from
building it into a business based around a charming range
of china and becoming one of the members of the
After a period of trial and error, Mark has developed a
community who are keeping Leintwardine a working
system for turning out very stylish mugs and jugs. He orders village.
the fine bone china from Stoke on Trent. He sends jpegs of
By Simon Tagg (2017)
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…in Leintwardine
Colin Beever
GLOBAL BUSINESS IN JAY LANE
By Colin Beever & Nerissa Wilson
If you wonder what on earth everyone does in Leintwardine, and think it is a shame that it is a place with nice houses and
people but not much enterprise, think again. There are many examples of life behind the quiet front gardens, and the Old
Surgery is one of them.
Just off the High Street in Jay Lane, the building which used to house the surgery for the village looks quite nondescript. A
couple of interesting old cars are often parked outside in the car park, but it is only when you walk right to the door that
you see a small sign announcing “Retro Classic Car Parts Ltd. When closed, phone 01547 540 800.” Inside, the old
waiting room is piled high with car parts and flat pack cardboard boxes. Wind past them and you reach the consulting
rooms, one transformed into a photographic studio for the recording and illustration of new products before they go on to
the computer, (“They can arrive, be photographed and on the website inside of 5 minutes”, the proprietor of Retro Classic
Car Parts tells me). All other spaces are filled with a vast collection of ignition parts for old classic British cars, built after
the Second World War and before 1975 . Only the receptionist’s area has any room, and then only enough for a desk and
one chair. From here, a thriving world wide venture conducts its business
Colin Beever sits at his computer surrounded by post office mail bags, which he daily fills with orders sent in from all
around the world. Using a direct account with Royal Mail he tries to maintain a policy of next day delivery and is confident
that he can almost always meet his target. He has never had a problem with his broadband and tells me that a really good
website is the secret to a successful operation like his. He deals with the possible difficulty of early collection times for
parcels in Leintwardine by driving to the post office in Bromfield each afternoon at the end of his working day and swears
by their efficiency. Because Colin is an ignition specialist he sends out most of his orders in small boxes or jiffy bags. He
buys his merchandise in Britain and sells more than half of it abroad. His best customer deals with him from Belgium, but
there are enquiries from retailers, trade and individual callers. Luckily, people interested in British Classic cars almost
invariably speak English so Colin can easily communicate with them all.
He started up his own business after he was made
redundant in 2009. Having been a mail order specialist
in classic cars for 34 years, he needed to find a way to
carry on using his expertise. He briefly opened a unit in
Leominster, before setting up in the old surgery in
December 2014. He has found Leintwardine an
excellent place from which to trade. His turnover is not
so great that he needs to get involved with business
rates, and he has no employees to cater for, so he is
really a force to himself, working as much and for as
long as he chooses, in control of his environment, and
happy in what he is doing.
Few customers actually come to the premises, but he
does have a steady flow of local callers turning up to
purchase specialist grease and oil. He has an
arrangement with Hannah Davies of Brampton Bryan,
who makes motoring caps and sells them through the
old surgery and his web site. He also supplies locally
produced leather tool bags.
Next time you wander past the old surgery on your way
to or from the Jay Lane walk, give a thought to Colin
Beever, boosting our export figures, networking with
other local businesses, and promoting and selling high
quality ignition parts to enthusiasts in classic cars from
every corner of the globe. He is helping to put
Leintwardine squarely on the map.
CHECK OUT COLIN BEEVER’S BOOK,
IGNITION AND TIMING A GUIDE TO REBUILDING,
REPAIR AND REPLACEMENT.
ALSO AVAILABLE IN GERMAN!

Winter 2017
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Wild & Wonderful
Tammy Hall & Nerissa Wilson
provided the flowers for 32 weddings last year, apart from
running courses and catering for anniversaries and special
occasions. One of her most unusual assignments was an
By Tammy Hall and Nerissa Wilson
engagement ceremony in the wilds of Snowdonia,
Tammy Hall has a flourishing business called Wild Bunch at complete with stunning, flowing robes, and a bouquet by
Marlow Farm in Leintwardine. Her flowers are famous in the Tammy of fairy tale proportions. An Italian father and
most surprising places. Apart from traditional English briefs, daughter came for a three day course this summer, and
want her to return to their home town
she has been commissioned by clients
in Italy next year to teach a course
in areas as disparate as Mexico,
there. This is a tempting prospect,
Macau, Arizona, West and East
more workable than another offer to
Canada and Europe. Most of these
go to Mexico for the same reason.
customers access her on Instagram
When
you run a garden, you have
and sign up for farm stays to come and
very little time to spare for travel,
learn the secret of her English country
especially if you are also holding
garden and the romantic flower
courses on the English way of
arrangements that she constructs. And
gardening.
yet, twelve years ago, she arrived at
Marlow Farm with no idea of what she
There is a fascination at the moment
would create over the next few years.
with the glamour and beauty that
Tammy came over to London from her
emanates from the particular flowers
native Australia to a job as an architect
we grow in this country. Simple but
in London. She enjoyed her work, but
perfect, old fashioned but always the
her great love of landscape and the
first choice for the big moments of life,
outdoor life style that she had left
they are sought after throughout the
behind was not satisfied by an urban
world. By tapping into this craving,
existence. She missed the back pack
and learning how to produce superb
trips she had as a child, and had
examples of what is wanted, Tammy
always secretly dreamed of being a
Hall has found a satisfying and
cowboy. At weekends, she eased her
profitable way to enjoy the outdoor
need for space by travelling to Church
life, and the thrill of watching plants grow from seed to
Stretton to go paragliding on the Long Mynd, and it is on
bloom. She is an admirable example of the members of
these trips that she came to know another, very gifted,
paraglider called James Davidson. She eventually resigned the community in Leintwardine who are finding ways to
contribute to the local economy and to live and work
her job in London, and moved to join him on his farm in
successfully in the village.
Leintwardine .For some years she carried on working part
time as an architect in Shrewsbury and Birmingham, gave
birth to Joe and then Lucy, and read about flowers, seeds,
growth and marketing on the internet. Her original mentor on
line was Sarah Raven, and she purchased her first seeds
from her on- line seed company. She discovered other
English flower growers and learned more from what she
read.

HOW TO GROW A WILD BUNCH

It took serious discussion, presentations and case studies to
convince a sceptical James that flowers could be a more
productive crop than vegetables on their 50 metre wide,
south facing slope of a garden. However, once he was
persuaded of the plan, he contributed a wealth of practical
advice and helped to set up the new project. Tammy read
constantly about planting methods, chose what to grow, and
then harvested the flowers to sell. Five years ago, she gave
up the architectural job and turned full time to the production
of English bouquets and installations for celebrations of all
sorts.
As the Instagram account attracted more and more people,
Tammy enlisted the help of local people and of Woofas,
young people who travel from country to country, working on
the land in return for a bed and food and experience. Her
business has blossomed almost to bursting point. She
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Knitters & Stitchers
Nerissa Wilson
A STITCH IN TIME
By Nerissa Wilson
The Knitters and Stitchers group in Leintwardine have
been working on blanket squares, using any yarn they
can lay their hands on, to create more than a dozen big,
warm blankets to go out to refugees in Europe.
We hear much less about the refugees these days, but
they are still living across the continent, shivering now in
the winter cold, dispirited and homeless, caught in the no
man’s land of war.

In addition, People in Motion enhance the formally
recognized camps in Greece, where families are held,
unable to move forward into the rest of Europe, and
unable to return to homes that have been destroyed and
the hostile communities that would await them if they go
back. They are given a meagre scoop of food each day
by the Greek government, but People in Motion have
now set up a lorry, kitted out as a kitchen, with volunteer
chefs and kitchen staff to chop and prepare and cook
more nourishing meals. With 120 litres in each pot used,
the scale of the operation is astounding. Helped with
funding by Medicins sans Frontiers, this group of
assorted people from around Herefordshire,
Worcestershire and Shropshire is alleviating misery on a
massive scale.
The whole impressive set up is totally reliant on the
small contributions of time, of donations of suitable
clothing from members of the public, and groups like the
Knitters and Stitchers who put in the effort to make
blankets in their spare time. This winter, those blankets
may save the lives of children who find themselves in
fields of freezing mud all over Europe.
To find out more, go to www.people-in-motion.co.uk
or e-mail peopleinmotion15@gmail.com

Knitters and Stitchers Jo Catling and Janet Rix - by Nerissa Wilson

Although the Jungle has been demolished, there are still
about 2,000 rough sleepers around Calais, and 3,000 hot
meals needed every day. The police constantly move
refugees on, with increasing irritation and ferocity. There
is no chance to settle, or to set up a tent, so the people
left in the area, who are mainly young men who resisted
the government plan to move them to remote corners of
rural France, have no way of getting their lives in any sort
of order.
Supplies arrive there from a group called People in
Motion, who began as a mercy mission by two or three
women who decided two years ago that they had to do
something to help the plight of those stranded in France.
They sorted out some clothes and drove to Calais. Those
small beginnings have blossomed into an organization
which sends out a van two or three times a month, full of
clothes collected and delivered to a barn called Woodend
near Bromyard. Everything taken there is divided into
size and sex, and then sent off to Calais, Serbia, Greece
or the Middle East. All the workers involved are
volunteers except the warehouse manager, and the
operation is efficient enough for drivers to take out vans,
unload them and return to base in 36 hours.

Winter
Winter2017
2017
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Health & Wellbeing
Andrea Moore
apparently) because she never knew which day we
came to visit. We did manage to re-teach a lovely
gentle-man the days of the week, so he knew when to
By Andrea Moore (new to Leintwardine!)
expect us - most important because he would save a
biscuit for Toby! In fact Toby thought the whole point
I became a member of the charity, Pets As Therapy
of visiting these people was to join them for elevenses
(PAT) for a slightly off-beat reason: I had a friendly
young border collie x labrador, called Toby, who really and although he was always attentive to them, he also
always had an ear open for the sound of the
needed to be mentally or physically active fairly
approaching tea trolley and biscuit tin! This gentleman
regularly otherwise he’d get rather cheeky and
reminisced about roaming the fields and lanes with his
mischievous. We had been doing agility classes
farm dogs as a young boy (it sounded very Just
together, but my knees were finding the sprint starts
William!) but he didn’t go into farming like the rest of
were taking their toll, chasing round the course with
his family when he finished school. Instead he
became a hot-metal type compositor at the local
printing works and played tuba in the works band. He
was a big man, with great plates of hands, and he
must have been incredibly dexterous to place the tiny
metal letters in place on the forms. Our visits to him
always finished with him thanking us for coming and
saying, ‘You’ve made my day, you have’. Nobody
ever remembered my name, but they could just about
remember Toby’s. I was surprised at how rewarding
our visits were and really enjoyed getting the residents
to reminisce and tell me about their distant pasts.
That was nearly 10 years ago, and now it is quite wellknown that talking about the past is good therapy for
people with dementia - type conditions. Now Toby
himself has a sort of doggy dementia and is easily
confused, deaf and a bit blind – at 15 ½ he is
otherwise quite fit still, but has retired from PAT
visiting. Next time I’ll tell you about our visits to our
him and I was looking for something a little less
village primary school where we did Read2Dogs and
physical, and came upon PAT.
had a lot of fun in a different way.
To be a Pets as Therapy dog, Toby needed to be
totally friendly, generally bomb-proof, enjoy being
stroked and petted, and have a reasonable level of
obedience.He also had to be happy to sit or lie down
while I was chatting to a client, who could, for instance,
be an elderly person in a care home or a young child
at school. He and I were interviewed by a PAT
Assessor to check we understood what was required
of us and that Toby was relaxed and happy about
meeting new people in new places. We passed the
interview and found an old folks’ home that was
looking for a PAT visitor, but they already had a
resident cat, rabbit and hens, so they needed a dog
who was ok with animals, which Toby was. One of the
carers greeted us (and signed us in) and took us to
meet residents likely to enjoy meeting Toby. I was not
at all sure what to expect but we met Annie who
originated from Dundee and still had a lovely soft,
lilting Scottish accent and liked to tell us about how
she had taken her Alsation to visit recuperating troops
in her local hospital during the war - so things had sort
of come full circle. She enjoyed singing ‘If I knew you
were comin I’d ‘ve baked a cake’ (Eileen Barton,

PETS AS THERAPY
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Health & Wellbeing
Rose Garner & Gill Cartwright
MORTIMER MEDICAL PRACTICE
MORE NEWS FROM YOUR PATIENTS PARTICIPATION GROUP (PPG) - OCTOBER
By Rose Garner
Thank you to the Friends of the Mortimer Medical Practice for the donation of the Kingsland information screen.
We would like to know if patients find this useful before we extend the service to Orleton and Leintwardine.
Please leave comments in the suggestion box.

Ear Syringing
The CCG (Clinical Commission Group) are adamant that GP surgeries should stop ear syringing as it is the
cause of most litigation against the NHS in Hereford. Mortimer Medical Practice has told the CCG they will
continue until their equipment breaks. GP’s are not allowed to do micro suction, so if you have an ear problem
the doctors will refer you to the hospital.

Diabetic Clinic
From September a Diabetic Clinic will be held in Leintwardine on Wednesday afternoons and run by Sister
Burke.

Parking at Kingsland Surgery
Would patients please not park on the two restricted bays that have a ‘No Parking’ sign, these do not belong to
the surgery but the owner next door. You can always park in the Coronation Village Hall car park as the
practice pays a donation.
The total number of appointments made for September - 3,819
The total number of appointments where patients did not attend - 124

AGE UK HOLIDAY OPPORTUNITY
By Gill Cartwright
The holiday is an opportunity for older people who
are physically frail to go away for a week in early July
with a group who will be able to offer reassurance
that there is someone around during the week,( and
on the transport to and from the holiday), to offer help
if they find themselves in difficulties.

The holiday is in a hotel on the front, and is on a B&B
basis. Transport is proved from around the County,
and there are trips out most days.
Anyone interested should ring AgeUK Shropshire on
01743 233123, leaving their names and addresses.
An application
form will then be
sent out in
February with all
the details.

We do not offer care for people who need a Carer,
but we are around for help and advice. There may be Please give my a
ring, if you wish to
some funding available towards the cost of a Carer.
check my
There is a team of 8 to 10 volunteers, some of whom credentials, and
for any details
have been on the holiday for many years, so we
have come across most of the issues that people find about the holiday.
Many thanks,
most difficult when away from home.
For many people it is the first time they have had a
holiday for many years, but we find that friendships
are formed and people enjoy the break by the
seaside.

Winter 2017

Gill Cartwright
01948 710481
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A Farmers View
Richard Smith
INSECTS AND OTHER MATTERS
By Richard Smith
Autumn is here with much talk of winter coming.
Some newspapers already "know" it will be cold!
Minus seven times are coming. Let's not rush but
enjoy Autumn for as long as possible - it's not winter
until the wood burner has not been allowed to go
out for at least a fortnight. Winter won't last so long
if it is later starting. Colours have been beautiful but individual trees seem to have struck me more
than the mass. Temperatures have been warm, rain
light with occaisional strong wind! The first real frost
of October 30th may concentrate the colours that
remain. Sorry but still too many hedges have been
cut.
As I edge into the busy world of retirement the news
headlines of the German survey into insect
populations made depressing reading. The talk was
of remembering windscreens covered in squashed
insects and you had to be over 50 to remember
that! The RSPB has been using the flat number
plate, and how many insects are squashed on that,
for a number of years to survey populations.
Apparently scientists have partly explained the lack
of splattered windscreens being down to their
improved aerodynamic shape! The fall in insects - a
basic of the food chain - is frightening. I share the
blame accorded to agriculture though I still believe
that being guided by scientists is the way forward not out with the new and preserve the rose tinted
past. But we must keep learning. I was disappointed
by so many in the farming
lobby crying foul at
government efforts to
control the use of
nicotenoids in the growing
of Oil Seed Rape and
other brassicas. They
have played a leading role
in the control of flea
beetle which can have
disastrous effects on the
crop. One camp is
pointing to strong
evidence of damage done
to the bee population - the
other saying it is not
certain. Science is never
100% certain! Yet surely
agriculture should stand
together and see that
strong circumstantial

evidence on its own is enough to say we must act
together to insure this indispensible insect .Do you think
the same farmer would use this chemical in his field of
OSR beside his 50 acres of apples in his orchard next
door?
It's been a good grass year. A dry spring didn't stop the
grass but let the young animals keep pace with its
growth. Perhaps it's too cautious but I found myself "
farming for a dry year", which means not pushing
stocking rates, animals per acre, higher and higher.
Seeing the banks in summer going to brown is not a
pleasant sight! But this year the grass kept coming, often
a time when cattle perform better than sheep, who grow
best on short green grass. Most silage pits and hay
barns are full enough for the coming minus seven. It's
been a good maize year as well; planted in good
conditions, grown with enough warmth and moisture and
harvested without too much mess. Some fields were
being ploughed and planted in wheat on one side before
harvest was finished on the other. Must have been a
shock for the hare, and a sign that farms were up to date
with their work.
Next years' crops seem off to a good start, better able to
grow through any insect attacks! There's a phrase to
describe the last three months, showery yet dry. It has
certainly helped a record potato harvest, reasonable
OSR harvest, average to minus wheat and oat year and,
the main sufferer of a dry spring, a poor barley harvest.
A good few animals will be out in the field for a while but let's hope for some good frosts to make a winter not too much snow, it makes the work harder! - and a
good insect friendly spring to come.

Sheep and View - By Andrea Moore
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The Breakaway Beast of Leintwardine
Andrea Moore
THE HOUDINI COW
By Andrea Moore
Our builder and the Building Regs man had just left us,
hopefully happy to sign off the building project, and I
was enjoying a well-earned cup of tea when, about 10
minutes later, there was a knock at the door and a
rather harassed looking tall, thin man stood there in a
not very white apron and leg protectors. ‘I need to tell
you there’s a beast in your garden,’ he says slightly
breathlessly. ’A beast?’ queries I, ’Do you mean a
sheep?’ Because the sheep had returned to the field
below us only the evening before. ‘No, no, a Beast’.
He pauses to see if I understand any better now and I
continue to look blank so he says, ’A cow - with horns’.
‘Are you sure, I can’t hear or see any sign of her?’ So
he explains ruefully that he had just been trying to
make her more comfortable down at the
slaughterhouse, adding more straw to her pen, and
she’d lifted the gate off the hinges with her horns and
was off! She turned left out of the abattoir yard, went
up the High Street and up the track to our drive and all
the way down to the house. I said he was welcome to
look for her, but was still sceptical. Indeed, she wasn’t
in our garden and there were no hoof marks anywhere.
He left his phone number and departed and I
immediately wondered if she had jumped a post and
rail fence into the sheep’s field. So I walked down the
walled garden, and sure enough the sheep were
looking worried/inquisitive and there was one huge
Hereford cow among them. She was really skittery
and headed off to hide under some trees at the back
of our stables when she saw me. I rang the yard, they
came out with trailer, but took one look and said she
needed to calm down before they could approach her,
so she had a reprieve. She was so cross/nervous she
even chased a little black cat that walked across her
path about 30 feet in front of her. She had a
wonderful view of the glorious sunset and the next
morning she was gone, leaving only a hole in the
fence and hedge having determined to go one field
further still from the dreaded place.

The Crafty Cow - Andrea Moore

Rumour had it that she would have a week to re-settle,
that she may be driven to where she could graze with
other cows, that she would be shot if she refused to
go back in a trailer, that her owner would take her
back home for a time. But finally, after 4 weeks, I
received the news that she’d made her final trip to the
slaughterhouse that day. Never mind a lynx on the
loose in Powys, we had a Beast of our own nearby for
a little while!
Study of a Sheep - Judith Cock

Winter 2017
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Leintwardine Parish Roundup
Chairman Mike Collins
YOUR COUNCIL
There are currently five Parish Council vacancies (see There is news of potential development of the land
east of Rosemary. A second developer called ZannaB
below) – please contact your local councillor ASAP if
limited has bought the land from LWD Developments.
you are interested in applying to be a Parish
Councillor.
The company is about to start pre-application
discussions with Herefordshire Council Planning
LEINTWARDINE PARISH ROUNDUP
Department. ZannaB is a true developer and not just
a land speculator. The company has expressed an
The Parish Council has been continuing to progress
intention to produce a carbon neutral development
the following matters
that adds to the village environment. Dawn Howe
(Director) has asked me to convey her apologies for
Highway Matters
having to miss November’s First Saturday. A full
consultaion will be organised in the new year when
The good news for everyone in Leintwardine is that
ZannaB’s proposals are at a more advanced stage.
the repairs to the bridge over the River Teme
commenced on the 19th October. The work is
Michael Collins - Chairman Leintwardine GPC
scheduled to last for six weeks so the bridge should
be clear for Christmas.
10 November 2017
Drainage Issues
SUDUKO CHALLENGE - RATING EASY (0.26)

Amey Construction (contractor for Severn Trent
Water) have relined the combined sewer In Watling
Street from Rosemary Lane up to the junction with
Church Street. Severn Trent are being pressured to
continue with this repair process for both the High
Street and Watling Street sewers.
New Homes in Leintwardine
The contract for construction of ten dwellings to the
north of Leintwardine Surgery is nearing completion.
There appears to have been some slippage in the
programme. Landcaping and topsoiling is now taking
place in November instead of the anticipated month of
July.This is not a good time for earthworks but I’m
sure by next spring the site and its surroundings will
be much improved.

YOUR PARISH COUNCIL
Chairman
Mr Michael Collins

01547 540640

Vice Chairman
Mrs Cheryl Woolley

01547 540180

Clerk
Paul Russell
Email: leintwardinegpc@gmail.com

Councillors
Mr. James Davidson
Mr. Jonathan Hopkinson
Ms. Emma Gorbutt
Mr. John Evans
Ms. Naomi Vera-Sanso
Mr. Jonathan Catling
Mr. Nigel Offer

01547 540 226
01547 540 422
01547 540 378
01547 540 539
01547 540 159
01547 540 230
01547 540 887

Next Copy Date: 15th February 2018
County Councillor Mortimer Ward
Carole Gandy
01568 780583
Email: carole.gandy@herefordshire.gov.uk

The opinions expressed in this publication are those of the contributors and not
necessarily those of the parish council or of the editor(s) of Leintwardine Life.

There are currently five Parish Council vacancies - please contact your local councillor ASAP if you are interested!
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Council Matters
Councillor Carole Gandy
LETTER FROM YOUR COUNTY COUNCILLOR
As we approach the festive season I am sure that many of
you are busy organising community events and I hope
they go well. For me this time of year brings amazing
colours and some brilliant sunny days but also dark cold,
wet and often foggy nights which draw attention more
than ever to the poor condition of many of our rural roads
You will have read that Herefordshire Council has been
awarded £5 million by the government to focus specifically
on the strategic economic corridors leading to
Herefordshire’s Enterprise Zone. Many of you will say what
benefit is that to us but if by 2020 the government grant
disappears and is replaced by councils retaining 100% of
their business rates then Herefordshire must attract more
businesses into the County and the Enterprise Zone is
geared up for the challenge.

If you are an entrepreneur, own a start-up or SME located
in the Midlands, the Midlands Engine Investment Fund
(MEIF) could provide the funding you need to help your
business realise its potential so please take a look at their
website. It may well be that you are missing out on funding
to boost your business.
The children of this County are our future and it is good to
see that the support Herefordshire Council gives to our
Early Years children has moved from being one of the worst
performing five council areas in the country in 2010 to the
being one of the top 25% nationally in 2017. One of the
most important duties of a County Council is to ensure its
young children get a good start in life and I am really
pleased to see such an improvement.

Following on from this I would like to make a plea to all of
Many of you have expressed concern about speeding along you, Herefordshire has a small but significant number of
children who have been identified as suffering from neglect.
the High Street and I have raised the matter with Dan
Cases of neglect often rely upon local people flagging up to
Guerche the Ambassador to the PCC the issue of the lack
the authorities a concern. Do not be afraid to do so, calls
of radar checks along the High Street, something which
will always be taken seriously. If you have a concern
was agreed with the local police some time ago. I shall
please do not hesitate to contact
continue to pursue this on your behalf.
cypd@herefordshire.gcsx.gov.uk or 01432 260800.
For your information the on-call fire appliance in
Leintwardine during 16/17 attended 18 calls of which 5
As always please do not hesitate to contact me if you have
were false alarms, 7 were fires and 6 were described as
a problem, or just want a chat. I am also always happy to
special service. I would image these include checking fire
hydrants and attending events. Leintwardine is fortunate to visit you if that would be easier. Just telephone 01568
780583 or email carole.gandy@herefordshire.gov.uk
have such a service on its doorstep.
WELCOME PACKS FOR NEW ARRIVALS TO LEINTWARDINE
Jonathan Hopkinson has taken over the delivery of welcome packs to people who have recently come to live in
the village. If you become aware of new neighbours, could you please get in touch with Jonathan on
01547 540422, and let him know.

The Frost Fair - This years frost fair was another wonderful success and boasted the usual plethora of knitted, baked,
household and Christmas bargains. If you look closely in the right hand picture you might be able to see three of the
editors in attendance (with the other one behind the camera imbibing a delicious mulled cider). See you all next year!

Winter 2017

The annual frost fair at St. Mary’s church - By Simon Tagg (2017)
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Tales from the bus stop
THE STOLEN CAT
Well, you know that house in the middle of the Criftins
that stands out like a sore thumb? With the huge
hornbeam growing right outside the back window, the
hedges that loom on both sides, and the front
entrance almost completely hidden by hollies and
blackberries? Of course, they are a funny couple who
live inside. They have been there as long as I can
remember. As kids, we crossed over to the other side
of the road just before we reached them, or ran like
crazy until we were long past their door.
The old man comes out sometimes, carrying big black
bags of newspapers or cans. He piles them into a
pick- up truck and drives them off. If you say hello, he
stares at you as if you are the first person he has
seen in decades and are speaking an unknown
language, then he carries on.
The wife is thin, thin as a twig, with a smile hard wired
onto her mouth. When the neighbours
tried to get some of the bushes hanging
over their lawns hacked back, they
spoke to her. She nodded, laughed a
tinny little laugh through the constant grin,
and muttered that she would have a word
with Cyril, and see what he thought about
the matter. But there was the matter of the
birds to consider, and the hedgehogs as
well. Nothing ever transpired from these
conversations, and the house become more
and more obscured from view.
Then the Osbornes moved in next door, with
their two children, and a dear little kitten called
Bradley. Black and white, with thick short
hair and a tendency to chat to anyone he
met. They had a fair sized lawn, but it was
kept in shade from mid morning onwards by the
adjoining hedge, so that the grass became slippery
and muddy when they played outside. Their mother
went round to ring the bell next door, past several
bags of old bottles, and a letter box with a broken lid.
No bell, or knocker, so she banged on the door. There
was a notice attached to it which read, “ PRIVATE.
NO COLD CALLERS. NO UNSOLICITED POST .”
Nothing happened, so she tried again. Still nothing,
but she thought that she heard a slight movement
inside. One more knock, and the door jerked open.

her note returned with a message scrawled across it,
which read, “NO UNSOLICITED POST.”
Mr Osborne tried next. He waited until the old man
was out in the street, loading black plastic bags into
his old pick-up truck, and asked him to have a word.
He explained that they were getting no light at all in
the afternoon, and it was depressing his wife. He said
he was willing to share the cost of a tree man to lower
the hedge. There was no reply.
Months passed and although there was no contact
between the humans in the two houses, Bradley, who
was no longer a kitten, visited next door and had fairly
cordial dealings with the black cat that lived there.
She was smaller than Bradley, and timid, and she
often stepped away and let him eat her food from the
bowl in the garden. Eventually, he came in through
her flap and helped himself to her lunch in the kitchen,
then settled on the sofa in the living room and napped.
He began to put on weight, and developed a swagger
which was rather less endearing than his former
friendly self.
Mrs Osborne noticed that he was gone a great deal of
the time and became alarmed. When the old lady
next door came into her front garden to pull back
some branches that obscured the pathway,
she nipped out of her house and came
quickly to the gate.
“I wonder if you see much of our cat, Bradley?”
she asked. “I am afraid he may be spending
some time in your garden.”
The old lady presented her rictus grin to Mrs
Osborne.” No,” she said in a low voice, “We
never see him. We have our own cat, Wendy.
She would make sure he stayed away.”
“Right”, replied Mrs Osborne doubtfully. “Only
he is gone so much, and he is getting fat. We
have him on a diet but it doesn’t seem to help”.
The old lady gave a small, tittering laugh and
withdrew into her house. Once inside, she spooned a
large dollop of cat food into the bowl in the kitchen.
Wendy came racing down the stairs at the sound of
the can opening, but the old lady shooed her away,
went up to the bedroom and found Bradley asleep on
the bed. She shook him gently. He stretched, yawned,
stretched again then jumped on to the floor with a
thump and waddled to the kitchen to empty the food
bowl. Wendy watched , hungry and patient, in the
corridor.

The Osbornes had some trouble selling their house
because of the state of the adjoining property, but it
The old man stood there, a sleeveless jumper pulled
eventually went. They were not sorry to leave,
on over his naked arms. He pointed to the notice,
although they were very upset to go before they knew
traced a finger over No Cold Callers, and then
what could have happened to Bradley, who grew
disappeared back into the gloom of the hall. Mrs
huge and unsteady on his feet, mostly absent, and
Osborne took a deep breath and knocked once more. then vanished completely.
No response, so she shouted, “Hello, I am Jenny from
The first thing that the new owners did was to knock
next door. Could I please have a word with you about
on the neighbours’ door in order to discuss cutting
the trees hanging over to our garden?” Silence. She
down the hedge…
went home and wrote a note asking the same
…They received no reply.
question and put it in the broken letter box. Next day
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