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Editorial
Peter Forshaw
As another year slips into the rear view mirror, it is time to reflect and look forward. There is much to feel good
about 2018 in Leintwardine. Most of the pot holes, which have plagued us these past years, have been filled in!
The community centre continues to flourish, hosting theatre productions, film shows, stall holders and even
fine dining. The Sun has had a new lease of life with Collin and Sally at the helm. We now have our own tea
rooms offering delicious beverages and confectionary. The Chippy, Leintwardine Library, Griffiths Garage/Shop,
The Lion and Dough the butcher continue to thrive, bucking the National High Street crisis trend. Lets ensure
we keep it that way or as the saying goes "use it or lose it"!
Despite much of the negativity and over commercialisation, the festive
season is a moment to take a break, to reboot, revel in the company at
home and to rekindle the feeling of those earlier years with the sight of a
child feverishly opening presents under the tree. There is a comfort and a
rhythm to this holiday that defines this time of year. The best of us is
brought out in the spirit of giving, in the hope we see and in the goodwill we
show our fellow man. This is an enduring holiday because the joy and
optimism it brings is something to hold, share and help pass down to the
next generation.
2019 brings uncertainty and challenges like never before with the looming
chaos of Brexit, escalating inner city crime, terrorism and wars abroad.
Christmas is a beacon of light, a welcome change from the norm and an
opportunity to spend time with loved ones, to indulge in the evocative sights,
sounds and smells, which define this time of year. It is therefore reassuring
to know that our village and its wider community, offers a degree of stability,
reassurance, security and continuity that many would envy.
Happy Christmas

Silent night owl - By Jane Wells

FREE DRINKS AND FOOD AT THE SUN INN
Collin and Sally would like to extend a warm welcome to all OAPs in the village on Tuesday
18th December between 12 noon and 3pm. Free sherry, sandwiches and sausage rolls.
Come On Down!
Editors:
Simon Tagg, Andrea Moore,
And maybe YOU!?
Roving Reporters:
Peter Forshaw
Next Copy Date:
17th March 2019
Email Feedback To:
LeintwardineLife@gmail.com
We welcome all submissions for the Spring 2019 edition
from local artists and photographers. If you are a
sculptor or make crafts then we will be happy to visit and
photograph your skills.
Front cover art: photograph by Simon Tagg
Byline art for Editorial, The Long View, Seasonal Recipe,
Science and Nature and Council Matters: by Jane Wells
Thank you to all contributors.
Winter in Leintwardine - by Simon Tagg(2018)
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Leintwardine Stargazing
Patrick Orton
WINTER STARGAZING
We tend to think of the stars in the night sky as fixed and unchanging, but over long periods of time (around 10,000
years or more) the constellations change shape as the stars gradually move about, and the stars themselves
eventually blow-up or fade away. However, some stars change over a matter of months, days, or even hours.
Sometimes the changes in brightness are very small and
not noticeable to the casual observer. However, if we take
Mira (Omicron Ceti) as an example, this star can be as
bright as the pole-star, but gradually fades from view
entirely and then reappears over a period of about 11
months. Mira is a giant red star, nearing the end of its life,
and the whole star gradually pulsates in and out.
Strangely, it is at its dimmest when it has swollen to its
maximum size - as it swells, the surface expands and
cools, so that most of the energy that it radiates becomes
heat, instead of light. Then it contracts again, and the
surface gets hotter and brighter. Mira has just passed its
maximum visual brightness, and will fade for the next five
and a half months, coming back to maximum brightness
in October 2019. Cetus can be seen low-down in the
southern sky in late evening during winter. We know of
about 6,000 so-called Mira variables: red-giant stars that
slowly pulsate.
Algol (Beta Persei) is another star that seems to
change in brightness, but in this case, it is
nothing to do with changes to the star. Algol
looks like one star to the naked eye, but
observations with powerful telescopes show that
it consists of 3 stars, 2 of which regularly eclipse
each other from our viewpoint. The two eclipsing
stars are very close to each other and orbit so
rapidly around their joint centre of gravity, that
they circle each other once in just under 3 days.
(If you like, their 'year' is under 3 days long.)
During 10 hours of each orbit, the fainter star
passes in front of the brighter one from our
point-of-view. During the eclipse, Algol goes
from magnitude 2 (the same as the pole-star) to
the (fainter) magnitude of 3.5.
You can easily find Perseus in the winter sky, it
is practically overhead in winter evenings, above
and to the right of Orion.
There are two major meteor showers this winter:
● The Geminids, at its peak on 13 / 14 December, with no moon to interfere after it sets at 10pm.
● The Quadrantids peaks on Jan 3rd, and the moon is out of the way until about 6am.
Both are well worth a look, weather permitting. All you need is a patch of clear, dark sky after about 10pm, plenty of
warm clothing and a little patience, and you should see a few bright meteors.
If there is anything about the night sky you would like to see featured or explained in Leintwardine Life, drop an email to leintwardineskies@gmail.com
Patrick Orton
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By Jennifer Wood .

Contact us at leintwardinefriends@gmail.com

Who are we?
We are a group of parents, carers and staff who offer their time and skills to raise funds to enhance our children’s
educational environment and encourage closer links with the school. All proceeds go towards helping the
children.

How do the children benefit from what we do?
Unfortunately, in today’s age, it is a sad reality that there simply isn’t enough money being made available to our
schools to provide the enrichment and opportunities that many of you lovely readers may have benefited from in
your school years. The Friends endeavour to raise funds to provide a number of benefits for the children as well
as lots of fun!

Recently the Friends put on a Magic and
Mystery film night. The Friends sold snacks at
the event, which were all very kindly donated to
us by Tyrell's and the wonderful people from
the Downton Estate. This enabled the Friends
to use 100% of the money raised to provide
some new music equipment for the school!

The Friends have also donated some amazing
“Stepping Stones” to the Little Leintwardine
Nursery – These help to build the children’s
confidence as well as help improve the
children’s balance and coordination skills as
well as providing challenging, active and
imaginative fun!

The Friends also help the school to provide the
Children with a Christmas Party each year and
we are very exited to announce that this year
will be a Winter Wonderland party!!
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By Jennifer Wood
Events
This term we have had some changes to the team and we are working really hard to bring lots of new and exciting
events. Keep an eye on our FB page for updates!

We have recently teamed together
with the wonderful Leintwardine
Centre to put on a lovely Bingo
Night! Where, thanks to the
overwhelming support of lots of
wonderful local businesses
donating some awesome prizes, we
were able to raise a considerable
amount for both the Friends and the
Community Centre!
We're also looking forward to our
Festive Wreath Making event at the
School on 30th November!

What can you do to help?
Even if you do not have a child attending the school, There are many ways you can help Friends. You can
support Friends by:
● Simply by turning up to some of the wonderful
events that we are planning to run in the
forthcoming year!
● Making a donation! We are always extremely
grateful for donations of any type, whether it be
cash for our wonderful causes or a bottle or box of
chocolates, or something else wonderful that we
can use as prizes
● Telling us what you would like! We would love to
hear your ideas of any events you would like us to
put on or, any fundraising ideas and opportunities
that you may be aware of

● Shopping! Yes, you can help raise funds for the
Friends by simply registering with
easyfundraising.org.uk! You simply go onto their
site, register once, then choose who you want to
shop with and away you go! You do not pay any
additional costs or expenses it is simply the case
that the shops will pay a small commission back to
the Friends out of what you spend – they don’t tell
us what you bought of course and all your private
information stays safe and confidential! Believe us,
it may only be a few pennies at a time, but it really
does mount up quickly!
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The Long View
Culain Morris
WHERE HAVE THE BUTTERFLIES GONE?
Peacocks, Tortoiseshells, Red Admirals, Commas, Painted
Ladies: how many have you seen - on Buddleia for example
- this year ?
Our part of the UK seems to have experienced a population
crash of these butterflies. They are all members of the
Vanessid family, and share a life-cycle with two generations
each year. Right now, the big question is “How many adults
have found a good place to hibernate?” They must make it
through to next March, so they can wake up, mate and get
the first generation of 2019 off to a flying start. Eggs of the
first three species listed above are laid on nettles; Peacock
and Tortoiseshell caterpillars are quite easy to find, because
they stick together in a bunch until they’re nearly fully-grown,
protected by their spines (and probably - I’ve not tested this a nasty taste). This year I didn’t see any around here. We
sometimes get a wet, cold spell in early summer which
would cause caterpillar deaths and mean not many adults
emerging from the chrysalis stage in July to produce a
strong second generation.

affect the Large White and the Painted Lady. Both are
attacked at the caterpillar stage by tiny wasps
(Ichneumons): the female wasp uses her “sting” to inject
her eggs into the caterpillar, which is literally eaten alive
from the inside by the wasp grubs. You occasionally see
the result - a dead yellow and black caterpillar on your
Brassica plants, covered in small yellow silk cocoons. The
wasp which attacks the Painted Lady lives in N.Africa, and
is the reason why this butterfly migrates North across the
Mediterranean, through Spain and France, breeding on the
way; the next generation crosses the Channel and appears
in our gardens most years from June/July. Even now,
some of them will be on their way back South again.

Red Admiral Butterfly - Andi Moore

Peacock Butterfly - Andi Moore

Small Tortoiseshell Butterfly - Simon Tagg

This year, for the first time, I’ve collected some data on
autumn mortality of Peacocks (P) and Tortoiseshells (T).
When I’m on church locking/unlocking duty, I find the wings
of these two species in the porch; they’ve either been
caught by swallows and brought to feed their chicks,
or picked off the walls while “roosting”, by bats. My pot of
wings from the porch represents 7T and one P. From the
clock-room, up on the 3rd floor, which I visit every four days
at present, and where there are no swallow nests, the
collection is 10T and 1P. If this is a random sample of those
that have died in the tower, it suggests that swallows and
brown long-eared bats are effective predators of these
vanessids at a crucial point in their annual cycle. Most years,
I can find five or more of these butterflies hibernating in the
tower - typically in the top part of the spiral staircase. This
year, I can see only three. Back in 2005, the score of
different butterfly species seen in the churchyard in a 12month period was 13; in 2018 I have seen only the
Brimstone, Holly Blue, Speckled Wood, Orange Tip and the
occasional Cabbage White. These are species which spend
the winter either as half-grown caterpillars or in the chrysalis
stage.
There are many other impacts apart from weather and
predators on butterfly numbers. One is the parasites which
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Comma Butterfly - Andi Moore

Is there anything practical we can do to help ? I have the
chance each year, when holidaying at some point in the
summer on the Isle of Mull, to collect a few Red Admiral
caterpillars and bring them back to Leintwardine. For a few
weeks their home is a cage, with a regular supply of nettle
shoots, until they pupate and then emerge from the
amazing gold-flecked chrysalis to be set free and boost our
local population. Mull, for some reason, always has plenty
of this species, and I’m quietly ignoring what might be
“official” advice about not mixing different gene-pools !
An easier and very effective project is to look out for
Tortoiseshell and Peacock adults that have chosen
unfortunate places to hibernate - like a corner of your spare
room ceiling, or your pile of fire-wood logs. You may find
them having woken up because of the central heating, but
it will be a likely death-sentence to release them outside in
November or later in the winter. So you need a
hibernaculum: the sort of cardboard box that some biscuits
are packaged in is ideal. Get hold of the butterfly carefully
when its wings are closed (no, this does not seriously
damage them !), put it in the box and choose a dry, cool
but frost-free place - e.g. a shelf in your garage or garden
shed - for it to spend the winter months.
On the first day you see a butterfly in 2019 warm spring
sunshine (maybe March or later), put your hibernaculum
outdoors in the sun with the lid open, and you will have
done your bit for these beautiful creatures.
Finally, planting chrysanthemums as a “must-have” autumn
nectar-source is another great idea.
Culain
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Crafts & Hobbies
Peter Forshaw
Fast forward to today and the Swiss watch industry is in a
good place with mechanical watches particularly in huge
Ever since my Dad bought me a wind up Timex, for my 10th demand. The high end luxury watch makers like Rolex,
Omega, Patek Phillipe and Brietling, to name a few, feature
birthday, I have been fascinated by all types of watches.
mechanical movements almost exclusively, in the vast
Mechanical watches are of particular interest, with their
majority of their models. Many other cheaper brands like
jewelled movements, intricate components and micro
Oris, Hamilton, Seiko, Christopher Ward, Steinhart, Tissot
engineering.
and Damasko offer high quality mechanical watches to suit
most budgets.
The humble wristwatch is the world's most ubiquitous
measuring instrument. It is legible and understood by all
nationalities/languages in the world. Quite an achievement. Why buy a mechanical watch instead of a cheaper, more
accurate quartz? There a many reasons but the most
The first wristwatch was made for a woman, Countess
Koscowicz of Hungary, by Swiss watch manufacturer Patek compelling explanations from my perspective are
Philippe in 1868. Wristwatches were a natural progression Individuality, Craft, Style, Mechanics and Heritage.
We live in an age of disposable, throw away consumerism,
from pocket watches, but men did not initially take to the
surrounded by smartphones, computers, tablets, wifi and
idea, preferring to rely on the larger, more traditional (and
digital displays. The time of day is in your face almost
masculine) timepiece. However, the practicalities of the
everywhere you go. In today’s world, a mechanical
wristwatch, which could be operated with one hand rather
timepiece serves no practical purpose at all. However this
than two, eventually won over popular opinion, appealing
especially to those in the military, who needed to be able to contradiction is its biggest attraction. A “proper” watch is a
tiny mechanical marvel. Depending on the model, it could
monitor the time while also operating machinery and
have over two hundred parts. It is powered by a clockwork
weaponry. Consequently, the first wristwatches to be
movement with a spring rather than electricity. Most
produced in large quantities were those
have automatic self winding mechanisms, doing
manufactured specifically for the German military
away with need to hand wind, The creation of such
in the 1880s by Swiss watchmaker Girarda watch requires engineering, man hours, craft,
Perregaux.
precision, integrity, knowledge and design. Many
companies that produce timepieces are more than
Mechanical wristwatches dominated the world
a century old, some are hundreds of years old.
market, lead by Switzerland. However all was
These companies have rich, proud heritages. Some
about to change when in 1969, Seiko produced
newer
companies like Damasko are making their
the world's first commercial quartz wristwatch.
own
name
by introducing high-tech materials and
Quartz technology offered superior accuracy and
reliability, with very few moving parts. They were also much mechanical innovations. Watches have different purposes
and designs, allowing their owners to express their style,
cheaper to produce, not requiring the specialist skills and
taste, values, etc. It’s not about telling time. It’s about telling
man hours involved in mechanical timepieces. By the mid
a story. When you choose your watch, you are choosing
70's Quartz totally dominated the industry with watches
your style and image. You are expressing yourself. To wear
that were mainly produced in Asia. This combination of
a fine mechanical timepiece is to tell the world that you
cheap labour and materials meant the traditional Swiss
value craft, individuality, heritage, tradition and quality. It is
watch makers simply could not compete, with many going
also extremely satisfying to wear a tiny mechanical device
to the wall. Consumers were happy as they could buy nice
on your wrist with which you can interact with.
accurate watches, only needing the odd battery
replacement and cheap enough to throw away if they broke.
There is a huge body of mechanical watch enthusiasts out
there, embracing collectors, forums, expertise, and
The situation in Switzerland worsened and by 1983, the
magazines. My advice to anyone considering to purchase
crisis reached a critical point. The Swiss watch industry,
which had 1,600 watchmakers in 1970, had now declined to this type watch is do some research and use a reputable
retailer. If possible visit the shop, handle and try it on for
600. A research consortium, the Swiss ASUAG group
(Societe General de l'Horolgerie Suisse SA), was formed to size before parting with your hard earned cash. If this not
possible the two online retailers below will allow you try on
save the industry. The result was launched in March 1983;
the watches at home. Another consideration is that your
the SWATCH. The Swatch would be instrumental in
reviving the Swiss watch industry, giving a new bill of health watch never needs a battery but will need servicing approx
every 5 years, which mainly consists of cleaning/lubrication
to all brands concerned, (for example Omega and
of the movement. If you look after your mechanical watch it
Longiness), and gave rise to what would become the
Swatch Group, the largest watch manufacturer in the world. will look after you for a lifetime.
The Swatch was sealed in a plastic case, sold as a
Forum: http://forum.tz-uk.com
disposable commodity with little probability of repair, and
had a small number of moving parts (51) compared to about Magazine: http://www.chrono24.com/magazine
Retailers: http://www.chronomaster.co.uk
91 for mechanical watches. Furthermore, production was
essentially automated, which resulted in a higher
"The butterfly counts not months but moments, and has time
profitability. The Swatch was a huge success; in less than
enough" Rabindranath Tagore
two years, more than 2.5 million Swatches were sold.

THE WRISTWATCH
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Seasonal Recipe - Winter 2018
Neil Cooper
POT-ROASTED PARTRIDGES WITH PEARS
Oven 180C
Time 1¼ hours
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

4
6
100g
2
1
2tbsp
1
3tbsp
1
2tsp
2oz
50ml
150ml
250ml

Partridges
Small pears – peeled & quartered
Softened butter
Thyme sprigs
Carrot – chopped
Redcurrant jelly
Onion – chopped
Plain flour
Celery stick – chopped
Raspberry vinegar
Flat mushrooms – chopped
Port
Red wine
Chicken or game stock

1. Chop the pistachio nuts or blitz them very briefly in
a food processor.
2. Whisk the egg whites until soft peaks, then
gradually add the sugar, cornflour and wine
vinegar.
3. Spread the meringue mix into the lined swiss roll
tin and sprinkle the pistachio nuts on the top.
4. Bake for 8 mins at 180C then lower the oven to
140C & cook for a further 10-12 minutes.
5. Remove from oven, and turn out onto a sheet of
baking parchment. Peel the lining from the base
and allow to cool for 15 – 20 mins (or longer if
covered with a damp tea towel).
Filling
● ½ pt
● 2oz
● 1jar

Double cream – whipped
Butter
Mackay’s ginger preserve (from
supermarkets)
Large ripe pears

● 2
1. Season partridges, heat 2oz of the butter in a
casserole dich and brown the partridges all over.
1. Peel, core and slice pears. Melt butter over a low
2. Place the carrot, onion & celery in the casserole
heat & saute the pear slices until just coloured.
dish and place the birds on top.
3. Add the mushrooms together with wine, port, stock, 2. Remove the pears and arrange over the roulade.
Melt half of the ginger preserve in the pan, then
pears and thyme.
spoon this over the sliced pears. Carefully spread
4. Bring to the boil, cover and cook in centre of the
the whipped cream over this mixture, then roll up
oven for 1¼ hours.
the meringue into a log (using the parchment to
5. Transfer the birds to a warm plate and strain the
assist in this). The pistachios should be on the
cooking liquid into a saucepan removing any fat.
outside of the meringue log. Transfer to a serving
6. To finish the sauce, combine remaining butter with
dish.
the flour to a smooth paste, then whisk the flour &
butter mixture into the sauce a little at a time to
thicken. Simmer & season, adding the vinegar and Variations
redcurrant jelly
● Pistachios can be replaced with flaked almonds
● A good quality lemon curd is nice if heated then
PEAR & GINGER ROULADE WITH A
drizzled on the top of the roulade before serving.
PISTACHIO CRUST
● Dusting with icing
sugar is another
Oven 180C
option
Time approx. 20 min
1 – 9 x 13 inch Swiss roll tin (lined with baking
parchment)
Meringue
●
●
●
●
●
●

4
8oz
2oz
1tbsp
1tbsp
1tbsp

egg whites
caster sugar
pistachio nuts – chopped
icing sugar
white wine vinegar
cornflour
Geese - By Jane Wells
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Science & Nature
Jonathan Catling & George Cebo
THE YEW
By Jonathan Catling
In Britain the Yew is associated with reincarnation because of it's evergreen nature and longevity; yews can live for over
one thousand years. In church yards it is both protector and protected, churches were often built on sites sacred to preChristian peoples and yews, being revered in pagan traditions, were likely to have been present in these places before
churches. Yews, being entirely poisonous, were left in situ to keep animals away
from graves and once church yards were enclosed they were formally
protected from being cut down for wood.
Wooden weapons made from Yew were in use around two hundred
and fifty thousand years ago. Yew was used to make long bows up
until the seventeen Century. Tools and furniture have also been
made of Yew, today it is not so available and any use is
artisan.
Yew spends time building good root stock, particularly in
central European Beech forests where competition for
light and space is intense. If a yew tree is damaged above
ground it can grow back quickly because of this underground
strength.
Woods of Yew are believed to have been common at
one time on the chalk downs of southern England
and on limestone ridges. Yew trees can grow to
twelve to fifteen meters in height and have girths of
up to ten meters.
Sources:
● Evergreen world; the living countryside, Readers
Digest 1986.
● The Hidden life of trees, Peter Wohelheben.
● www.ancient.yew.org
● www.woodlands.co.uk
● www.woodlandtrust.org

A Yew tree in Leintwardine - By Jonathan Catling (2018)

HEDGEROW OBSERVATIONS
By George Cebo
Prince William, the Duke of Cambridge, your future
King, has been involved with a conference in London
during October. It concerned the illegal trade in wildlife
such as Elephant ivory, Rhino horn, fresh water pearls,
sea horses, rare plants and wild bird eggs.
The agenda also covered the unlawful killing of animals
and birds such as the Red Kite, which fly over our
infants school and were recently killed in Trippleton. I
hope the Prince's team would have liaised with the
Predatory Bird Monitoring Scheme, Centre for Ecology
and Hydrology at Lancaster LA1 4AP.

As it is such a large mammal and considered to be a
hybrid, our actions are limited. I am sure William will
discuss with his family the Grouse Moors and
persecution of Harrier Hawks on those estates.
Moving on, the Fly Tipping at the Fiddlers Elbow was
examined, prior to removal by Balfour Beatty, and
contained hand bags and a purse containing copper
coins, still in circulation. Help will be sought from the
Police Community Support Officer to find the owner and
return the property to her.

Nearby a pair of work trousers containing cash was
thrown into the hedge side. If you wish to admit that the
clothes are yours and want to reclaim the money, then
feel free to do so by contacting me. A pair of black
The Post Mortem reports contain more data than you
leather Rigger boots, also found, were taken for
would imagine. Animals such as the Otter are sent to
Cardiff University whilst Scottish Wild Cats are taken up recycling to the boot/shoe bin in Leominster.
North to the Taxidermy unit at the Edinburgh Museum.
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The Frost Fair…
Andi Moore, Peter Forshaw
FROST FAIR TIME
By Andi Moore
Leintwardine’s Frost Fair heralds a wonderful twinkly
start to the Christmas festivities for me. Arriving in the
twilight and leaving in the dark, the brazier smoke and
spiced apple smells cut the damp air above the smell
of decomposing leaves and lure me up the path and
into the glittering, glowing church. Decorations for
table, door and tree, Christmassy bulbs poking through
the compost, compete with bargain present ideas,
yummy things to eat or give and beautiful fabrics
waiting for new homes and new purpose.
Thank you to everyone involved in the tree decorating
and setting up of this annual event. It really raises my
spirits on a dark winter’s day. A bit of Christmassy
music might be a finishing touch? What a
pleasurable way to raise money for some good causes.

THE FROST FAIR
By Peter Forshaw
The Frost Fair has always been an
opportunity for the village to come
together in the run up to the festive
season. This year was no exception. As I
walked through the church yard the
braziers crackled heat felt good on my
face and the smell of cinnamon and
cloves were a heady delight. Mulled cider,
barbecued food, lights, laughter and
smiling faces were the order of the day.
Inside Mary Magdalene were a myriad of
stall holders selling Christmas gifts and
confectionary. Hildegard's hot sausage
roll stall was a big hit, as always. It was
nice to see so many children of all ages,
enjoying the fun with their families. Now in
it's seventh year, the Frost Fair goes from
strength to strength, getting better each
year. Long may it continue.
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…in Leintwardine
& Simon Tagg
MEMORIES OF THE FROST FAIR

which glitter covered, pinecone reindeer was created by
their son or daughter (best done after a few mulled ciders).

By Simon Tagg

So, in my family, the frost fair has become as much of a
Not long after I came to live in this village, I experienced my Christmas tradition as any other and for us it really has
come to represent the start of the Christmas season… It’s
first Frost Fair - at the time I thought this was a thing that
had been happening for as long as anyone could remember time for me now to put up the tree!
as it had such a fun, quaint and traditional feel to it. It was
only later, much to my surprise, I discovered that my first
frost fair was the first frost fair that the village had ever held.
In case you didn't know; the Frost Fair was first started in
2011, seven years ago and this year's organiser was Merry
Morris - the money raised is shared between the Church
and Hope House Hospice - so it's all for a good cause!
It has become something that we all look forward to, myself
for the mince pies, roasted chestnuts (although I didn't see
any this year so maybe I imagined them) and, of course, the
mulled cider. My children have always loved coming to the
frost fair as they get to meet their friends and they know that
their grandparents will always be there, ready to slip them a
few pounds to go around the stalls and select some
Christmas presents for the people they care about.
There is always a 'treasure hunt' and games laid on for the
kids as well which leaves time for the parents to have a chat
and relax a bit knowing that it's ok to lose sight of them for a
time. Then there is the onerous task of searching the
Leintwardine school Christmas trees to try and find which of
the near identical decorations was created by your proud
child… sadly missed *cough* as mine are now in
secondary school - but I am happy to see it continues with
the sight of baffled dads being expected to know instantly
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The Leintwardine Bell Ringers
Andrea Moore
RINGING FOR REMEMBRANCE
By Andrea Moore
Leintwardine ringers, Ken Dodd, Gaye Edwards and Shirley
George decorated the large, plain wooden cross on the
porch wall of the church in preparation for the Armistice Day
service. At first they draped the green fabric, poppies and
bell ropes over the cross-bar and applied the lettering ‘Lest
We Forget’. Standing back they thought something was
missing and added the rolled barbed wire as a reminder of
the horror and pain as well as the peace that eventually fell.
So it was that on Sunday 11th November we assembled to
ring the bells half-muffled for the morning service of
Remembrance. For anyone who has listened to half-muffled
ringing it is a most haunting set of sounds. Instead of the
usual ding-dong, the dong is subdued and sounds rather like
an echo coming from ‘the other side’. As usual, one of the
muffles -wrapped round the bell’s clapper- slipped a little
way through the ringing, restoring the ‘dong’ of one of the
bells. I rather creatively suggested that that was a soldier
who had been taken for dead, but was later found alive after
all! However, we sent Jerry up into the bells to put it right
and continued with solemnity.
Some of us then drove over to ring the bells for Wigmore,
where there was no service, but a very interesting exhibition
of World War One information about the local men who had
gone to fight from the village and a piece about the Army
Cyclist Corps. Bicycles were an important part of the
transport in that time between horses and motors. We
struck eleven o’clock there and observed the two-minute
silence before finishing off with some celebratory ringing for
the ending of the hostilities.
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Finally, we returned to Leintwardine church for
ringing at 12.30pm when the nation’s bell ringers had
been invited to ring in celebration of the ending of the
war and for peace. We had enough ringers to ring on
all 8 bells and after so much practice, we achieved
some of our finest quality ringing ever - almost as if
we had 8 pairs of helping hands behind us. It was a
moving and hugely rewarding experience which we
really enjoyed and hope everyone else appreciated in
their own ways too.
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Health & Wellbeing
Ailsa Robbie & Peter Forshaw
THE MAHAQUE WELL FUND
By Ailsa Robbie
In the past 5 years we have installed 6 bore hole/hand
pumps in the Vilankulo area of Mozambique. This is in
the rural province of Inhambane, which has few towns,
where most people live in the bush with no access to
clean water.

We have over £500 in the Fund towards Well Number
8…
…any ideas to raise more funds???

My daughter Jude, who was born and grew up in
Leintwardine, lives in Vilankulo with her husband and 3
children. Zacharias, the well digger, is her father-in-law
who ensures we have a very favourable price. By the
time this is published Well Number 7 will be up and
running in the village of Chigamane. This will be used by
75 families and until now clean water has been a 6
kilometre walk. This bore hole is 45 metres deep - these
wells are hand dug, very dangerous work. A tripod of 3
tree trunks supports a bucket on a rope which is lowered
down with a man, the bucket filled with sand and hauled
up to be emptied. The men take it in turns to work for 20
minutes down the hole then 40 minutes above ground.
A committee of 6, the village elder and 5 local residents,
is set up to train the community, collect the money, make
simple repairs and decisions. At the other wells families
pay 50 medical a month (65p) but Chigamane being so
rural, with little work, families will pay 30mts - people
there generally use a barter system exchanging surplus
beans, fish, tomatoes for oil, tea, sugar and perhaps a
little money.

CHILDREN'S FOOTBALL
By Peter Forshaw
Janet and Mike Rix have been involved in developing football and physical fitness for the youth of Leintwardine for the
past 16 years. Mike is a retired teacher so
has vast experience in working with children.
The latest incarnation of this activity comes
in the shape of Children's Football and Multiskills in the Community Centre each Friday
from 6:30 to 7:30pm. It is open to Boys &
Girls aged 5 to 11 years. Mike is a firm
advocate of sport for youngsters which not
only gets them away from their computer
screens but helps their social skills and
teaches them the value of team work.
I was privileged to witness a recent Friday
session and it was abundantly obvious that
the kids and their parents enjoy every minute.
As a community we acknowledge and thank
Janet and Mike's invaluable contribution to
the future of our village.

Winter 2018
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Looking Back at Leintwardine
Jude Offer
LET THEM EAT CAKE
By Jude Offer
On passing the Wood ‘n Ribbon Tea Rooms I was lured
(it being Halloween) into this lovely establishment by
these spooky confections made by Rachel Baker (pretty
apt name). I had to rush (well walk pretty quick) back to
get my camera.

Now, my usual haunts are either one of the hostelries,
but on this occasion a very pleasant half hour was spent
in good company and comfortable surroundings at the
above establishment, with a delicious mug of hot
chocolate. On a gloomy winter’s day it was just the
place to visit for delicious refreshment and I will certainly
be visiting more often, at no. 6 High Street,
Leintwardine!

exercise programmes and home adaptations, they can
make a real improvement to independent living.
Our person-centred approach means we also provide
Are you living with a terminal illness, or caring for someone psychological and emotional support through our
counselling service and social care team.
who is?

PAUL BROOME FROM
ST MICHAEL’S HOSPICE

Visiting the Hospice offers people a chance to socialise,
The incredible support St Michael’s receives from the
make new friends and take part in activities that range
community means your local hospice is now providing
from arts and craft sessions to informative talks.
more care to more people for longer periods of time.
We
understand this can be a difficult time, and that’s why
St Michael’s mission is to ensure that end-of-life care is
we’re
here for you 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
available to everyone who needs it. This includes patients,
You
can
call 01432 852 080 any time of the day or night,
their family and friends.
365 days a year.
We want to enable people to do the things they want to do
and make their life easier and more comfortable.
All care at St Michael’s is provided free of charge, and
people can be referred by any health or social care
professional involved in their care.
We care for cancer and non-cancer patients, and because
everyone’s illness is unique, we offer a range of different
treatments.
Our regular outpatient clinics and support groups can give
people the confidence and advice to help them live well
with their illness.

This number is a single point
of access allowing you to
speak confidentially to
members of our clinical
team who can provide
advice and information
on subjects like
accessing services
and controlling
symptoms.

For example, people with fatigue and breathlessness can
benefit from courses offering practical advice. Our
occupational and physiotherapists can help alleviate or
control a range of symptoms, and with personalised
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Library News
Mark Ferrero Chair, FOLCL
for Herefordshire Libraries (JAHL) to scrutinise the
outsourcing process closely to try and ensure that any
contract ultimately let will both secure the future
development of the service and have in-built requirements
to raise funds to restore the years of cutbacks that have so
damaged both the service and the morale of staff.
Since it was founded in 2014, FOLCL has worked to protect
and improve the library in Leintwardine, making it available
to as many people as possible. This we did by increasing
the opening hours, improving the selection of books, and
creating a warm and welcoming space at the heart of the
village. Now we want to reach out to those who don't or
can't access the library and see what we can do to help
them use and enjoy it. Libraries are highly effective in
combatting loneliness and a feeling of isolation, which we
know are serious risks in remote rural areas, and increase
the need for health and social care services. This will
involve bringing together the services locally to work with us
to ensure people who need the library service, can be
helped and encouraged to access it. This is a serious
challenge, but one we believe we must rise to. It promises
to be both exciting and rewarding and could make a real
Summer seems a long time ago now, but in June County
difference to quality of life in the area we live in. If you
Councillors took the controversial decision to put out three
would like to be involved, or would like more information,
of its cultural services - the museums, archives and library
please get in touch with FOLCL Chair, Mark Ferrero on
services - to tender in the hope of finding third party
contractors to run them. This is called "outsourcing" and is a mark.ferrero@btinternet.com
risky and unpopular step which Herefordshire Council say
has been forced on them by central Government cuts.
Advocates of outsourcing claim that it opens up new
opportunities for raising funds, which are not available to
councils. That may be true. We know that Herefordshire
Library Service has suffered from decades of poor political
leadership and under-investment. It was the Friends of
Leintwardine Community Library (FOLCL) who uncovered
through the Freedom of Information Act, that over the last
10 years library opening hours in the county had been
slashed by almost 40%. In Leintwardine, our library
volunteers have bucked this trend by increasing the hours
our library is open by a fantastic 60%. FOLCL, and other
library support groups across the county, have repeatedly
pointed out that there is no convincing evidence that that
outsourcing the county library service would either be
cheaper or result in a better service. On the contrary, there
are clear signs that this policy is failing across the country.
In Corydon, library services were contracted out to Carillion,
which went bust and the council were forced to take the
service back in-house, at great expense. We now know that
any contract to run Herefordshire library services will take
until the summer of 2020 to come on stream. That means at
least 18 months of uncertainty for library staff, and 18
months of stagnation in terms of developing and improving
the service. FOLCL and its sister support groups in the
Leintwardine Library volunteer Linda Derrick hands over the prize for the Summer Reading
county are working together under the banner Joint Action

It was a long hot summer and a fantastic time for kids on
holiday from school. But research shows that children's
reading can 'dip' over the summer if they don't have access
to books and encouragement to read for pleasure. This can
have a negative impact on their work once they return to
school. To help make sure local kids have a great and
stimulating long summer break, Leintwardine Library takes
part in a nationwide initiative called Summer Reading
Challenge organised by the charity The Reading Agency,
and local councils. The aim is for children to read at least
six books over the holidays. They get a sticker for every
book they read, and that goes to complete a special
collector poster to keep as a fantastic memento of their
Summer Reading Challenge journey. This year there was
also a treasure hunt for children in the library.
Congratulations to this year's Leintwardine winner Harriet
Winson, pictured with her mum Claire Martin, and volunteer
library assistant Linda Derrick. Claire said "we use the
library as regularly as we can - it's a great village asset."
We agree!

Challenge treasure hunt to Harriet Winson while mum Claire looks on

Library Opening Hours
Tuesdays:
Thursdays:
Every First Saturday
Every Third Saturday

Winter 2018

10.00 – 16.30
14.00 – 16.30
10.00 – 12.30
14.00 – 16.30

For details of membership, please contact FOLCL
Secretary Mark Ferrero on:
mark.ferrero@btinternet.com
01547 540627
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Community News
Emma Gorbutt
The Leintwardine Centre would like to say a huge thank you to
all the people who made this fantastic afternoon possible,
from cake donators, to activity organisers, event planners,
It's 2pm on Saturday 29th September. The Sun is shining, costume makers, parade marshallers, and those who tidied it
hardly a cloud in the sky, a warm breeze is gently rustling all away again. You all helped create a truly magical afternoon.
the tress, a bird glides by soaking up the warmth....when
suddenly the sound of a drum and pipes cuts through the By Emma Gorbutt
clear autumn day. The road is instantly filled with dragons
and fairies, wizards and butterflies and a miniature Darth Chair Leintwardine Centre
Vader, slowly moving down Wattling Street. Their
chattering rises, excited and joyful, bright colours flash in
the sunlight... has a portal to a magical realm opened
here in the very heart of Leintwardine? Then slowly
mums and dads, push chairs and babies, young and old
come into focus and at the head of this hoard, is a
banner fluttering in the wind declaring in rainbow letters
and hand and footprints that the 'Leintwardine Parade' is
on the move!

LEINTWARDINE CENTRE
FAMILY FUN DAY AND PARADE

Over 120 people joined the Leintwardine Parade,
processing from the Primary School to the Community
Centre. On the day before the school had helped them
make flags to wave as they walked along. The parade
slowly filled the car park, where Mike Catling then
welcomed the village to the Leintwardine Centre's first
Family Fun Day and the fun began!
Family Fun Day Parade - Phil Simpkins

Children rushed round to the back of the centre to leap
on the bouncy castle, get their faces painted, marvel at
balloon animals and test their skill at splatt the rat....the
most popular of all the activities on offer. As they calmed
they moved with their families on to making autumnal
wreaths, trying their hand at wool spinning and goose
skittles and sampling freshly pressed apple juice by
Ciderfects.
The grassed area behind the Community Centre was
filled with tents and stalls, a cross section of our varied
community enjoying the free activities on offer, chatting
with each other and creating the most ancient of
atmospheres, a traditional village fete. Many had never
been to the centre before and enjoyed the chance to see
how well it could be used.
Family Fun Day - Peter Forshaw

When energy began to flag the 150 or so people passed
through the main hall to sample free tea and cake, watch
films about the centre and see a brief production of The
Owl and The Pussy Cat put on by the Leintwardine
players. Many also ventured down to the Reading Room
and Library to decorate cakes and biscuits, whilst others
looked around the soon to be renovated Old School
Room, taking in plans and asking questions.
By 4.30 pm calm returned across the village, the hoards
melted away, tired and happy, carrying a warm glow, of a
good time been had. The volunteers stood about basking
in the glory of what they had achieved, wondering if the
afternoon had really happened or was it just a day dream,
blowing through the village, of summers passed.
Family Fun Day apple pressing - Phil Simpkins
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Community News
Herefordshire & Shropshire councils

NEW FIVE YEAR MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR THE SHROPSHIRE HILLS AONB
A new Plan has been drafted and is available for public consultation. The draft is the result of work among partners in the
AONB Partnership over the last year and a half. We welcome comments from anyone who has an interest in the area.
To view the document online follow this
link:
http://www.shropshirehillsaonb.co.uk
/a-special-place/management-plan/
The Plan sets out draft policies of the
local authorities, and proposed actions
for a wider variety of partners, under
three main aims:
● Land management supporting
natural beauty and landscape
● Planning for a sustainable economy
and communities
● People enjoying and caring about
the landscape
For further information please contact
AONB Manager, Phil Holden, on 01743
254741 or at
phil.holden@shropshire.gov.uk

Winter 2018
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Leintwardine Parish Roundup
Chairman Mike Collins
LEINTWARDINE PARISH ROUNDUP
Highway Matters
The long dry summer period ended suddenly in
September with a deluge in the Teme Valley with a
rainfall of 75mm in 24 hours. This overloaded the
drainage system and resulted in flash flooding at the
junction of Dark Lane and the High Street at the northern
end of Leintwardine Village. Disappointingly, as
happened last year, the floods were slow to disperse
because the channel drains and gullies at the northern
end of Dark Lane had become blocked with silt and
debris. Previous to the flooding incident LGPC been
endeavouring to get the drains and gullies cleared as
part of a work schedule agreed with Balfour Beatty Living
Places (BBLP). As a result of the floods the BBLP "gully
sucker" was called in on a reactive basis to complete
clearing of the road gullies. . LGPC is now seeking to
implement procedures in liaison with BBLP whereby the
drains and gullies may be cleared on a regular basis
rather than as a reaction to an emergency.
As winter approaches, there is a notable improvement in
the pothole situation compared with last year. This
demonstrates that at least some of the £500,000
released by Herefordshire Council from its reserves has
been used in the Mortimer Ward. Also residents living in
the Kinton and Whitton areas of Leintwardine will have
been pleased that the lower sections of Kinton Lane and
Whitton Lane have been resurfaced.

LWD Developments have now submitted an application
to the Herefordshire Council for the removal of Condition
12 - Reference affordable housing provision Section 106
as applied by the Planning Inspector. LGPC has
recommended refusal of the application. Full details of
the application are provided on Herefordshire Councils
website www.herefordshire.gov.uk/planningapplicationssearch

(Select application 183599)
The Future of Leintwardine Library
On the 28th June this year , Herefordshire Council's
Cabinet made a number of decisions regarding the
future provision of its Museums, Libraries and Archives
service. One of these decisions was:" A procurement process is commenced for the future
commissioning of museums , libraries and archives
based on the current standard of services with a
further decision to be made by the cabinet member
for contracts and assets on options for
implementation"
In practical terms this means the potential for an
organisation other than Herefordshire Council delivering
this service in the future. Under the current programme
for this work, any new provider would not take on the
delivery of the service until the summer of 2020.

Parishioners should note that the continuing presence of
a Library in Leintwardine is owed in part to the Friends of
Leinwardine Community Library (FoLCL) which is the
organisation that provides the voluntary librarians and
other workers who provide the local service. The other
In the September 2018 issue of Leintwardine Life, I
major contributor is Leintwardine Group Parish Council
reported the withdrawal of ZannaB developers of their
offer to purchase the Land East of Rosemary. Since that (LGPC). LGPC pays the rent and electricity bills on
time a second developer has also expressed an interest behalf of Herefordshire Council to Leintwardine Village
Hall and Community Centre Committee. Discussions are
and then also withdrawn. Ownership of the two fields
remains with LWD Developments Ltd (a "land promoting" continuing between the Parish Council, FOLCL, and
Herefordshire Council on how the proposed changes
company).
might affect the Community.
New Homes in Leintwardine
The Land East of Rosemary

YOUR PARISH COUNCIL
Chairman
Mr Michael Collins
Vice Chairman
Mrs Cheryl Woolley

Councillors
01547 540640

01547 540180

Leintwardine Group Parish Clerk
Mrs Elizabeth Tingle
Email: leintwardinegpc@gmail.com
County Councillor Mortimer Ward
Carole Gandy
01568 780583
Email: carole.gandy@herefordshire.gov.uk

Ms Jessica Cremer
Mr James Davidson
Ms Emma Gorbutt
Mr Jonathan Hopkinson
Mr William Huband
Ms Denise Latham
Mr Nigel Offer

01547 540 844
01547 540 226
01547 540 378
01547 540 422
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07968 615 204
01547 540 887

Next Copy Date: 17th March 2019
The opinions expressed in this publication are those of the contributors and not
necessarily those of the parish council or of the editor(s) of Leintwardine Life.

LGPC welcomes as a new councillor William (Bill) Huband to the team. There are currently five Parish Council vacancies.
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Council Matters
Councillor Carole Gandy
LETTER FROM YOUR COUNTY COUNCILLOR
This is the time of year when many of you are busy
involving yourselves in carol concerts, nativity plays and
other festive events within your local community. A lot of
hard work goes into providing activities usually by a fairly
small group of people and they should be thanked for all
their hard work. It is however also the time of year when
some residents feel the most isolated and in some cases
may be spending their first Christmas alone and for them
but I am sure that neighbours and friends will help them
through this difficult time.
Barry and I attended the Community Centre Fun Day which
was extremely enjoyable. It was obvious a lot of hard work
had gone into the event. I also had the opportunity to
speak to those involved with the exciting project of
renovating the School Room.

Balfour Beatty had a member of staff killed due to such an
incident. We moan about the state of our roads and then
when work is carried out some inconsiderate motorists
behave in an appalling manner. We need to recognise that
if we want our road resurfaced or repaired it may cause
disruption resulting in motorist frustration but putting
operatives lives in danger is totally unacceptable.
There is now an App which is available to download from
HC. As it is not a third party app store there will be no need
to update the app and it will not take up memory on your
devices. To report a pothole the user has the option to take
a picture and upload it directly to the app, the app can
automatically pinpoint their location. This will be sent
directly to highways team and local parish council with a
message being sent to user with a reference and keeping
them updated of the progress of their reported issue.

I have mentioned in my articles previously the significant
number of children and young people in the care service in
By now resurfacing work should have been completed on
Herefordshire. In order to make life a little easier for them
Whitton Lane and I am hopeful that with extra road funding
when they leave care all 18 – 25 care leavers who may be
coming forward that other roads in Mortimer ward will be
entitled to some council tax relief will have the discount
dealt with over the coming months. I will continue to press
for more Mortimer ward roads to be included in the 2019/20 topped up so that they will pay no council tax until they
reach the age of 25. The Council recognises that for many
Annual Programme.
care leavers with no support from their own families it is a
real financial struggle when they move into their first home
Let us hope that we do not get a repetition of last year’s
particularly if they are in full-time education or on a low
hard winter. Balfour Beatty are prepared and
commencement of road gritting if required began on the 1st income. As corporate parents we want to give them the
best start in life possible and we believe this will go a long
November. I was shocked to hear that over the past few
way towards that.
weeks there have been incidents on roadwork sites
involving members of the public becoming physically
Care leavers and those in care also struggle to get good
aggressive or driving at top speed through a road closure
quality work experience or the offer of an apprenticeship, so
narrowly missing individual workers. In another County
if you own a company or have contacts with someone that
does and would be prepared to offer some work experience
AN URGENT CALL FOR HELP
to someone in the care system in Herefordshire or the
Your ‘Leintwardine Life’ needs more people on the team! opportunity to at least be considered for an apprenticeship
or training placement please do not hesitate to contact
Writers, reporters, editors and a distribution organiser
most particularly. Are you a budding photographer and/or Children & Young Peoples Services at Herefordshire
writer - send us your work and become part of the team. Council.
Many hands make light work - our meetings are friendly
and relaxed uniting enthusiasm to produce a broadminded publication to entertain, educate and inform all
members of the village and adjacent parishes.
A few hours each month is all that it takes to be involved!

As always please do not hesitate to contact me if you have
a problem, or just want a chat. I am also always happy to
visit you if that would be easier.
Just telephone: 01568 780583
Or email:
carole.gandy@herefordshire.gov.uk

Contact details:
Karen (07773 580 939)
Room 9, Leintwardine Community Centre,
Leintwardine, Shropshire SY7 0LB. Tel: 01547 540 772
We are always looking for more volunteers. No permanent

LYG sessions run from 4pm – 8pm every Tuesday
Entry is FREE

commitment needed, just a couple of hours now and then Website:
would make a big difference.
LYG91210.wordpress.com
VOLUNTEERING CAN BE FUN
JOIN IN THE LYG SUCCESS STORY NOW!

Winter 2018

Email:
letwdineyouthgroup@gmail.com, k393f@btinternet.com
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and purposes; we stayed with him and eventually cared for
him in his dotage before taking over the family home. Then
it was just David and I. David, my missing piece, raised in
simulacrum and gently augmented with the reality of village
life. David was 11 years old when he was first allowed to
manifest in the real world and explore his existential self.
He started his new school unaware that he was in any way
By Simon Tagg
different to his peers. Every day I would take my place at
the back of his mind either dormant or performing some
This is the 134th time that I have buried myself… or at least
deep data housekeeping duty and he would leave our
a version of myself - a memory; because that is all we are
home, walk down to the bus stop with his school bag to
when we are gone. All that we leave behind of any
meet the friends he would keep for life. And every day he
importance is our influence on all those we met, the actions,
would return home to tell me of all the things he
reactions and the resulting chaos that ensues - each life
experienced beyond my sight and control.
like raindrops on the surface of a mill pond, each ripple
reacting, affecting and forever changing the surface of the
This experience gave my presence a meaning that I never
body of water that coalesces them.
realised could exist and taught me more about myself than
outward humanity. Something new had grown in my heart.
When I first came here, I fell from the sky too - I do
Loneliness in my case proved a fertile ground for love.
remember because I can't forget. It's what I was made to
do - observe, remember, learn, evaluate and eventually
David grew up so fast and from what I hear, he led a full,
communicate my conclusions. I assume I was one of many
long and happy life - the child became a man and we lost
but I've always been alone since the day I woke in this
contact when he was in his late twenties; when my time as
place many years ago.
his mother came to an end. His independence became too
much to maintain and I retired to the comfort at the back of
I have the ability to blend in; change my face and form at
his mind, for a time, praying that the lessons I taught him
will - all within certain boundaries of course, I cannot
would prepare him well for the world around him. You raise
become a rock or a chair, only human forms work with the
your children, hold them close and you let them go. You
intricacies of my unconscious programming - a simulation
cast the dice and joy embraces sadness… I spent my time
of life I may be but I am DNA based in respect to the limits
deep at the core reassessing, compressing and fractalof my physical form… and I have developed a
indexing my entire life experience and meaning as allegory
consciousness from my experiences of being here - a
and metaphor.
human consciousness I think, I wonder if this somehow
makes me human myself? Is the seat of the soul merely
David married a local girl, Bethany, and although they
the meat and bones of the body? Did the body create the
never had children of their own, they did adopt - his wife,
mind or the mind create the body? Well - these are the
children and grandchildren are here now - as are some of
questions I ask myself as the bell tolls on this wet
the friends he met on that first day I left him to catch the
December day.
bus to school. I, an obscure relative to events feel as a
ghost - sad yet happy for him… wishing I could open the
I have always been in this village even before it was a
book of his life and know these people whom he loved and
village, I had a hand in building most of it at some time or
who loved him. To wake him as Lazerus and know his
another - right now, I can point to the crumbling stone
stories. I never will - out of respect for his life that file is
blocks in this church that I helped shift and lay. Sometimes
now closed forever. The service was lovely though and the
I will see an ancient horseshoe nailed to a door and I can
speeches they made for him warmed my heart; I think I
tell at a glance if it was one of mine. I have been a tanner,
detected a little of my own maternal mannerisms in his
barman, seamstress, solicitor, farm hand, cook, cleaner
granddaughter which allowed me to lose myself briefly in a
and priest - so many vocations, too many to list in full. I was
moment of pride.
the doctor once and on more than a few occasions I have
been a couple who were never seen in the same place at
It's time to go now and take the first bus out of here, I think I
the same time. I defended our domain when the Dobunni
may return in a few years as a teacher in the local school if
came and then later served with the Romans at the hill fort
they will have me. I'll need a back story and an identity first
before the roots of this village were established as the
though but that is easy if you have the time and patience Bravonium complex. Ages and empires rise and fall… but;
for I can live again as a child and gently steer my life back
so little remains of my more ancient lives now as the
here as an adult with the correct qualifications.
materiel things decay and fall apart over time and all we
have left are our stories and memories.
I think it's important that children have a good start in life
and learn to ask the right sort of questions; and I feel I have
This time it is different; my funeral this time is not for a life of
finally gained some kind of wisdom in my travels though
my own living. I have found that the balance of human
time, in this place, that I can pass on… that I need to pass
conscious is a precarious thing… you cannot have joy
on and communicate. I think that this may be my purpose?
without sadness and through the years of assimilation in
this ever-changing culture a seed of aching loneliness had
The old bridge is still here I see, standing
grown in my heart. Being a couple or maintaining multiple
strong - strong and wide enough to take a
separate personality lenses kept me busy but it wasn't
bus; although bits have been replaced and
company - not real company… not until I created David. I
renewed over time, the original foundation
kept David separate in my matrix - I built metaphysical
stones remain…
Chinese walls around his proto-personality and let him
grow oblivious to his origins, unknowing of what he was …some of them are mine.
he was my son and I his mother and briefly his grandfather
as when we 'visited' the village, to all intents, constructions,

Tales From the Bus Stop
The Lost Traveller
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