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Editorial
Andrea Moore
last year permitted. It leaves me wondering, with
delicious curiosity, ‘What next?’

Growth and Renewal
For our Spring 2019 edition we’d like to show
everyone that there are many new things to
look forward to as the new year unfolds - in
the countryside, in the stars, as plans for new
buildings at school and behind the community
centre come to fruition, as the growing-garden
year begins again and as long-held ambitions
or dreams are achieved. Whether it is all part
of the circle of life or new beginnings perhaps
depends on whether you are coming to these
things for the first time, or whether you are
enjoying the cyclical nature of life.

Andi

As I write at the end of February, the
contrast between last year’s winter and this
years could hardly be greater; no Beast from
the East and instead ten days of balmy spring,
the snowdrops very punctual and the daffodils
appearing quite early, birds establishing
territories and nesting sites far earlier than
Spring Flowers - by Andrea Moore (2019)

The Patient Participation Group, for Mortimer Medical Practice Leintwardine
Our doctors surgery in Leintwardine need a person to grit the driveway leading up to their Medical Centre car park plus
the paths surrounding it. This would obviously only be necessary when driveway and paths are icy. There would be a
payment for this service.
Please phone Gene Clark 01568 702 000 for further details.
Thank you
Rose Garner
PPG representative for Leintwardine.

Editors:
Simon Tagg, Andrea Moore,
Roving Reporters:
Peter Forshaw
Next Copy Date:
Tuesday, 14th May 2019
Email Feedback To:
LeintwardineLife@gmail.com
We welcome all submissions for the Summer 2019 edition
from local artists and photographers. If you are a
sculptor or make crafts then we will be happy to visit and
photograph your skills.
Front cover art: Photograph by Andrea Moore
Byline art for Editorial, The Long View, Seasonal Recipe,
Science and Nature and Council Matters: by Jane Wells
Thank you to all contributors.

Spring Flowers - by Andrea Moore (2019)
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The Long View
Rob Cock
Old School Room Renovation
Regular readers will remember a couple of previous articles about plans for the renovation of the Old School
Room building behind the main hall at the Community Centre. Work has started on the refurbishment since
the last article, thanks to grant support from the LEADER programme of the European Agricultural Fund for
Rural Development and the Big Lottery. By the time this edition of Leintwardine Life is published, the work
should be complete!
The renovation replaces the rotten wood floor with a new concrete floor, the rotten timber frame windows with
new timber windows, improves the dark and dingy tea point with a functional kitchenette, replaces the old
power, lighting and heating with modern compliant lights, new suspended heaters and ample sockets, and
includes a new paved path to the doors, so you no longer get your feet wet or muddy getting to it!
We hope to cover the renovation in more detail in a future edition, but in the meantime, here are a couple of
photos showing the work in progress.

The floor, during removal

The new floor and re-plastering

The new room, which will soon be available for anyone to hire, is more of a ‘workshop’ than the main hall, and
will suit a variety of new art, craft, exhibition and social uses. In particular, it will provide an excellent smaller
venue for parties, particularly children’s parties in conjunction with the large lawned garden.
Look out for details of a ‘launch’ event in the Spring, when you’ll be able to see the refurbished building for
yourself.

Spring 2019
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By Jennifer Wood .

Contact us at leintwardinefriends@gmail.com

Who are we?
We are a group of parents, carers and staff who offer their time and
skills to raise funds to enhance our children’s educational
environment and encourage closer links with the school. All
proceeds go towards helping the children.

How do the children benefit from what we do?
Unfortunately, in today’s age, it is a sad reality that there simply isn’t
enough money being made available to our schools to provide the
enrichment and opportunities that many of you lovely readers may
have benefited from in your school years. The Friends endeavour to
raise funds to provide a number of benefits for the children as well as
lots of fun!

Recently the Friends put on a Wreath
Making Event at the School. With the
guidance of our wonderful experts, who
kindly volunteered their time, a number
of fantastic, festive, floral wreaths were
created. We were astounded by the
amazing interest and support given to
this event with a full house of lovely
ladies coming from near and far!
We will be running an Easter
Wreath/Centre Piece making event on
the 6th April 2019 please email if you
would like to reserve a ticket as
numbers are very limited.

Part of the Funds, raised by Friends, was spent
on a Wonderful Christmas Party for all of the
Children. This year's festivities came in the form
of a Winter Wonderland party! With showers of
snow, singing, dancing and a bit of limbo too!
Fun was definitely had by all! With a yummy
lunch afterwards, served up by Friends
volunteers, there were big smiles and full
tummies. There was even a visit from a very
Jolly special visitor. Friends had helped his elves
with their shopping and lovely books were given
to each child.
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By Jennifer Wood
Events
This term we have had some changes to the team and we are working really hard to bring lots of new and exciting
events. Keep an eye on our FB page for updates!

What can you do to help?
We would be so grateful if you could come to any of our fantastic
community events, or make a donation for prizes that can be raffled or
auctioned off. We also have some other ways to raise money for the
School, including clothes recycling schemes and ink cartridge recycling
schemes (collection boxes at the School and Library) so you can do your
bit for the environment and raise money for our wonderful school at the
same time. You can also raise money for us simply by doing your online
shopping through easyfundraising.org.uk.
We have also arranged a Bags 2 School collection for the 20th March 2019.
This is a fantastic chance to donate any clothes, shoes, towels, curtains,
bed linen, duvet covers, sheets and pillow cases that are in a good
reusable condition and raise money for the school children. Please email
us for further information.

A Bit of Fun!
We love putting on lots of fun events to raise funds for our wonderful school
and it’s Children so we thought we’d see if you can complete our Friends
Fun Wordsearch!

Hint! All of the words can be found in this article.
Good Luck!

Spring 2019
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Leintwardine School and Nursery
Nicola Gorry
School News
Christmas was as always, a magical time at Leintwardine
Primary School, this year we enjoyed making willow
lanterns, constructing Christingles and taking part in a
fantastic traditional Christmas Nativity. We had parties, a
visit from Father Christmas and a craft afternoon and lots
of other activities.

Madame Morris and the children are preparing a French
afternoon to celebrate the fantastic French that goes on
in our school each week. World Book Day at the
beginning of March will be a day of literature immersion
we have plans for a book-inspired hat competition.
Each Class will write an eight-line rhyme and at the end
of the day, we will be celebrating with a 'Doris Tea Party'
in memory of a much-loved friend of our school.
Our all-day Lion Dance Workshop as part of our
Chinese New Year celebration in school gave all
children from Nursery to Year 6 a chance to wear
fantastic costumes, dance and beat the huge drums to
the rhythm. We have also been getting musical with a
class set of Ukuleles, which have been making a lovely
sound around the school, led by Mrs Ewing

There is always a lot going on in our lovely school, as the
days begin to get longer we are all looking forward to
Spring springing!
The first half of the spring term has been full of some
great successes. We continue to increase our sporting
opportunities and have qualified for the Winter Games,
which is a Herefordshire wide schools sporting
tournament. We have also been playing in a netball
League in Ludlow where our team have gone from
strength to strength. We have been taking part in Tag
Rugby each week, led by a coach from Luctonian Rugby
club. Getting muddy is just part of the fun! (Thank you to
the grown-ups for washing all the kits).

Of course, these wonderful opportunities can only
happen with the dedication of the wonderful teachers,
staff and volunteers at school who really go above and
beyond for the children in our school.
Please keep an eye on our website
www.leintwardine.org to find out more.

We have some amazing projects lined up. These include
a poetry project which will involve our older children in a
creative poetry writing session where the children will be
out on location in the village creating their masterpieces
and they will then return to school to use iPad technology
to make them accessible to the community and people
who visit our village. We will keep you informed on this
project which is due to take part in March and April.
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Leintwardine Stargazing
Patrick Orton
Spring Stargazing
In the last issue of LL, we had a look at the Sun, so perhaps it is time to talk about some of the other bits and
pieces in our solar system.
Mercury is the closest planet to the Sun, and this makes it the most difficult planet to spot, of those that are
visible to the naked eye. It can be seen just after sunset when it is at its greatest distance east of the Sun, as
viewed from the Earth. This occurs roughly every 116 days, and in 2019, falls on 27 Feb, 23 June and 20
October. If you don't mind getting up early, you can also see it just before sunrise when it is at its greatest
distance west from the Sun. As you might expect, this happens in between the eastern appearances. In 2019,
this is 11 April, 9 August and 28 November.
A few days either side of these dates give you a fair chance of being able to spot it.
Mercury's Orbit
Apart from being the closest planet to the Sun, Mercury also has the most
eccentric orbit of all the planets. Planets move around the Sun in orbits that
are elliptical. An ellipse is like a squashed circle, and the more squashed it is,
the greater its "eccentricity". Most planets move in orbits that are very close
to being circular, with the Sun at the centre of the circle, but Mercury varies
from 46 million to 70 million kilometres from the Sun. For comparison, the
Earth stays about 150 million kilometres from the Sun throughout the year.
Mercury's days and nights can be very long. Its "year" lasts 88 of our days,
but it only rotates one and a half times on its axis during this period. So, any
Mercurians have to put up with extremely long days followed by interminable
nights, and variations in temperature from about 430°C down to -180°C.

Sun
Mercury
Earth

NOT TO SCALE

Mercury is also odd, in that it has a huge core, relative to its
size. Although it is only a quarter of the diameter of the Earth,
its core is about 2/3 the diameter of the Earth's.
Earth-like planets all have cores rich in iron and other heavy
metals, because the heavier elements sink towards the
middle of the planet over time. It is thought that Mercury may
originally have formed by the collision of 2 large proto-planets,
which had already developed iron cores. A lot of the lighter
elements were blown away during the collision, leaving
Mercury with a much greater proportion of heavy elements
than is usual for an Earth-like planet.
Our Moon is unusual for the opposite reason: it has little or no
iron core. Possibly because it formed from the debris blown
out by a collision of proto-planets which formed the Earth.
There are two meteor showers this Spring:
● The Lyrids, on 23rd April - unfortunately washed-out by a full moon.
● The Eta-Aquarids, at their peak on 5th May, with no moon to interfere with visibility. A good chance of
seeing some if the weather is with us.
If there is anything about the night sky you would like to see featured or explained in Leintwardine Life, drop an
e-mail to leintwardineskies@gmail.com

Spring 2019
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Seasonal Recipe - Spring 2019
Simon Tagg & Andrea Moore
Spring Mash and Sausage Pie

Rhubarb Spice Cake

By Simon Tagg - Feeds a family

By Andrea Moore - Makes 12 slices

Ingredients

Wonderfully moist and reminiscent of an old-fashioned
gingerbread. Heat up a thick slice in the microwave and
add a dollop of custard.

● 4 large potatoes
● 3 big handfuls of spinach (or savoy cabbage/spring
greens)
● 100ml milk
● 50g butter
● 1 tbsp mustard
● 2 packets of sausages
● 3 red onions
● 4 carrots
● 3 thyme sprigs
● 500g mushrooms
● 1 bottle of red wine
● 300ml beef stock
● 1 tbsp flour

Ingredients
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

140g butter, plus extra for greasing
60g dark muscovado sugar
170g golden syrup
1tsp bicarbonate of soda
250g self-raising flour
100g whole-meal flour
2 heaped tsp mixed spice
1 heaped tsp ground ginger
3 medium eggs, beaten
300g rhubarb, cut into short lengths
Icing sugar for dusting

Method
Method
1. Peel and chop the potatoes into chunks and boil until
starting to fall apart – drain and mash with the butter,
milk, mustard (use the mustard of your choice
Dijon/English/whole grain – whatever suits you). Wilt
the spinach and smash into the mash.
2. Halve and slice the onions and fry with a little butter in a
large frying pan until starting to brown. Add the
sausages and fry until cooked.
3. Remove the sausages and onions and peel, slice and
fry off the carrots for about 5 minutes in the sausage fat.
Remove once cooked and set aside with the sausages
and onions.
4. Clean and thickly slice the mushrooms and fry them in
the same pan with the thyme (strip off the little leaves
and discard the twigs), turn up the heat so that the
mushroom juice reduces.
5. Pour yourself a nice large glass of wine and drink it
while everything is bubbling away to ensure that it’s not
corked or gone bad or anything like that.
6. Once the mushrooms look cooked; slowly add just over
half a bottle of wine and let in boil and reduce right
down by about halfway.
7. Pour the remainder of the wine into your glass (shame
to waste it) and then add the beef stock to the
mushrooms. Allow this to simmer and reduce a little
and stir in the flour to thicken into a gravy (remember to
dilute the flour in cold water before you stir it in or it’ll
just turn into dumplings).
8. Mix the sausages, onions, carrots, mushrooms, gravy
into a large oven proof pie dish and gently apply the
mashed potato as a topping – fork it up a bit so that it
can catch and go crispy.
9. Bake for half an hour (if still hot) – or you can chill it and
cook it at a later date for 45 minutes at 200C. Flavours
are better if left to chill and infuse before baking.
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1. Heat the oven to 180 C/fan 160 C/gas 4 and put kettle
on.
2. Butter and line a deep 20cm diameter cake tin.
3. Beat together the butter and sugar until light and fluffy.
4. Then stir in the golden syrup.
5. Dissolve the bicarbonate of soda in 200ml boiling water
and gradually stir in.
6. Next gradually fold in the flour and beaten eggs.
7. And finally fold in the rhubarb.
8. Pour the mixture into the tin and bake for 50-60 minutes,
until the cake feels firm to the touch and springs back
when pressed.
9. Cool in the tin for 5 minutes, then turn out and cool on a
wire rack.
10. Dust with icing sugar.
Editor’s notes: I found that I couldn’t safely put all the
mixture in the large tin, so made 6 cup cakes as well with
the left over mixture (cooked for 30 minutes on bottom shelf
of Aga hot oven- actually about 170 C) At the same
temperature, I cooked the cake for 50 minutes.
I alternated adding the bicarb liquid and flour because it got
too liquid and was splashing.
Results are pictured 1 cup-cake eaten
to make sure it
tasted right and
was a good
texture!
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Health & Wellbeing
Francesca Bingham
Walking and Renewal
The Seed Bank at Kew Gardens is a remarkable project. Rare,
plentiful, and endangered seeds from every continent and
hemisphere, are held in trust for the whole planet. Unplanted
promise, future possibilities, and unexpected combinations are the
bedrock of this continuing stewardship endeavour on our global
behalf. Of course, seeds are the result of fulfilment, the products
of plants’ completed cycle of renewal. The plant vegetation dies in
season. Seeds are the next stage, the “Always we begin again”
markers and evoke death as well as birth.
From stories of ancient seeds to life and Leintwardine. The link is
that all of us bank promises of future activity and life. As small
children, it may be an idea to climb a slide this hour. As we grow
older, unplanted seed ideas begin to either wither and dry up or
grow more urgent – this needs to happen if it is to happen, kind of
bucket list, mentality.
One of my recurring impulses has been to walk. I was an out of
bounds transgressor at school. As a 15 year old reader, I was
captivated by a book that began with a young man leaving London
docks in the 1930s one morning and walking to Bucharest. The Art
teacher at a Benedictine school, told me the story of his walking
the pilgrimage route from the French Pyrenees to Santiago de
Compostela in western Spain as a young student in the 1940s. So,
I made a wish to myself that I would walk the Camino one day, and
that before I died, I would complete a Long Distance Footpath
(LDP) in Britain.
Yes, decades went by and despite a lot of walking, there was no
intentionality or conceptual shape to the activity. In midlife, I did
walk a personal line across the Wiltshire Downs to West
Berkshire, from conception to birth sites, but the Camino and
the LDP remained ungerminated. Then, a Patterdale Terrier
in my life who liked going down
badger holes to
such an extent, nudged me to walk along the Thames where
there were no proximate badger temptations. Together, in
stages, we walked the entire length of the Thames. Then, my
daughter walked the Camino and said it was because she had
heard me talking about it in childhood. At 62, I felt time for the
Camino might be running out if I didn’t at least start. So, after
requesting 3 weeks off work for the end of the season, I set
off on October 1st with my husband, Ian.
I reached half way in that time, and will continue this year,
2019. Finishing is not the point, and I am not going to recount
my experience. However, as someone who took a long time
to plant a particular seed, I can attest to the value of holding
on to seeds, and the wonder of their eventual growth. Still, on
my return, I found myself laid off, so renewal is the dance
partner to endings; it’s just important to remember that from
the endings begin the beginnings.

Spring 2019
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Science & Nature
Culain Morris
An Unexpected Encounter
The runner bean patch and the parsnip patch were
getting an early-February dig to remove weeds, when
from the soil I’d just turned shot two mice, which ran to
cover nearby. A couple of minutes later, as I dug the
next strip, out rushed two more. I recognised them as
yellow-collared mice, the largest and, I think, a
particularly handsome species of UK mouse; named for
the brown chest spot which extends into a yellow or
orange collar and contrasts with the whitish underparts.
A deeper exploration brought up the nest from perhaps
10 inches underground: a mass of dead leaves and
grass, carefully collected to fill what was presumably the
family’s winter accommodation. I felt bad at having
evicted them, but comforted myself with the thought that
their home would probably have become wet and cold in
any serious spell of rain. I could see what looked like
much better, drier possibilities where they had
disappeared.

principle of “managing the churchyard for wildlife and
people”.
The church itself, in Autumn 2017, became part of a
robin's territory; on at least one occasion, I heard it in the
building, singing.
It was seen, usually in the chancel where it had found its
way in and out through a missing piece of leaded glass.
But in early summer 2018, a dead swallow was found in
the Mortimer chapel; these birds have such a strong
instinct to explore man-made structures for possible new
nest-sites, that getting trapped in churches is a
significant danger (one of the reasons for the “please
shut the door behind you” notice).

For a moment, I thought I was hearing a rat moving
inside the garage; but realised that a bird was trapped
against the window, behind lots of stored items.
Managing to get hold of it, I found I was looking at a treecreeper; but in its struggles it had picked up a lot of
spider’s web so its toes (including the amazingly long
A commoner, but still surprising sight that readers may
backward-pointing claw) were bound together and
have come across while digging in dry soil is an
earthworm which has folded itself into a lump, occupying useless for perching. It took several minutes to carefully
a cavity several inches below the soil surface. The worm tease the web away and free the toes, while I held the
has dug the cavity by “eating and excreting” the soil, and quivering bird in one hand, but it flew off quite strongly; I
the behaviour is an adaptation to reduce water-loss (and just hoped that it had not burnt up too much of its energy
stores to survive the night.
prevent death by drying-out) which would occur much
more rapidly if the worm remained stretched-out along its
An unexpected encounter which can prove painful at this
burrow. African lung-fish use the same method to
survive the drying-up of their ponds, though I never tried time of year is the hibernating queen wasp which made a
bad choice and has woken up too soon, indoors, and is
digging for them in Ghana!
crawling round your house. So far my tally is three, and
Its been a good season for road-kill, and our freezer has my policy is to put them in colder conditions (the freezer),
on the basis that this is three less potential nuisance
some pheasants which did not observe the green cross
wasp colonies later in the year. On the sitting-room
code and came to grief; but in February I stopped to
window last year I found several narrow-waisted,
check on a bird-kill specimen in Jay Lane. I didn’t
handsomely black and yellow wasps with distinctive
properly see the sparrow-hawk which had killed the
wood-pigeon and was eating the flesh from its head and large eyes, which my guide-book told me were a species
neck until its emergency take-off across my windscreen. whose females burrow into dead wood, lay their eggs
and provide a supply of anaesthetised beetle-grubs as
The pigeon did not have enough weight to be worth
food for their larvae. The adults had emerged from some
keeping, so I threw it over the hedge in case the hawk
fire-wood stored in the hearth.
came back to finish its meal.
The churchyard last April was where, while considering
possibilities for the management of the vegetation in the
Northern half, I realised that I was looking at a
pheasant’s nest among the headstones, dead grass and
brambles. There were 24 eggs, two of which had been
pecked open and all of which were cold, wet and
uncared-for. Our pheasant population, after generations
of mass-breeding for shoots, seems to have lost the
instinct for what to do with a clutch of eggs; the job is
done by hatcheries !
Every one of the 22 intact eggs proved to be fresh and
tasty; a new example of the Caring for God’s Acre

Our biggest member of the wasp family is the European
Hornet. A queen, hunting for spiders,
came into my classroom at Bedstone
not long after Easter; I trapped her
and released her in
our garden, and after
seeing her visiting an
empty bee-hive, realised
that she had started to
build a nest in a birdbox; fortunately,
without any
competition from
great-tits !
A European Hornet - Simon Tagg (2018)
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Science & Nature
George Cebo
Observations of Nature
By George Cebo
Leintwardine is like an old log fire, sometimes a flame
sparks up, but normally it gives out a good gentle warmth.
Other places visited can offer different aspects. The White
Friars of St Albans give out a beautiful serenity. A longer
stay there may indicate the path to be taken.
The gardens of Prinknash Abbey are full of colourful
pheasants. Yes we do have such birds in our gardens but
they do not compare in tail length and colours. The Morgan
Horse stud, a thing of beauty . To see a horse with a glossy
black mane and tail dance around a small person in a field,
displaying all it's skills to the child, is a scene to behold and
never forget.
Around here Deer, Alpacas and Vicuna can be seen. The
scene is yours to enjoy.
You will have heard about the reported death by shooting of
two Red Kites, that flew over our infants school, to watch
over your children and thrill them with the spectacle of their
flying skills. I have asked the Police for more data, in order

to discuss the crime with the RSPB, the Predatory Bird
Monitoring Scheme and the Wildlife Trust. I hope the
investigation will take place soon. I will keep you informed
about any progress on your Red Kites. No forgiveness is
possible for the killing!

A Red Kite over Leintwardine - By Simon Tagg (2019)

In the surrounding fields and streams other birds are
showing themselves. Little and large Egrets, and
Goosander types. You never know which bird will turn up
next. I said to John Voysey once that a flock of Cranes will
appear one day! I hope that you will witness this when you
are out walking your dogs.
Keep well.

CURLEW COUNTRY NEEDS URGENT HELP NOW TO CONTINUE ITS VITAL WORK
This small dynamic project works at landscape scale to deliver its trail blazing conservation work for UK
lowland curlew recovery.
Curlew Country is the only UK project working on farmland (not reserve based), to fledge significant
numbers of chicks (enough to start real recovery).

Curlew Country Research has demonstrated in four years that curlews can survive. In the longer term we
need realistic agri-environment funding to support farmers with breeding curlews, coupled with predation
control. This can only be achieved by working with policy makers and will take time.
Please give now: www.curlewcountry.org/curlewappeal
or send a cheque payable to ‘Ground nesting birds Recovery Group’ and send it to
The Game and Wildlife Conservation Trust, Burgate Manor, Fordingbridge, Hampshire, SP6 1EF.
Please make sure to mark it for Curlew Country and request a gift aid form if applicable.

Spring 2019
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Ukuleles…
Andrea Moore
U Kan ULELE if you want to, this lady’s going to stick with the
photography
Flossie’s front parlour was packed when I arrived at The Sun, with the
Ukulele Group tuning up and catching up on how much homework
their neighbour had done while a few more latecomers were
welcomed and winkled into the already snug circle. This was the 4th
lesson out of 6 and there was enthusiastic talk of continuing as they
prepared to go over the music they had learned so far.
As I listened to ‘You are my Sunshine’ I realised that this did not
need to be a precision art to still achieve a pleasant and happy
sound… (the bell ringers know this euphemism too!) ...and then a
Ukulele was put in my hands, I was shown two chords and the
strumming up and down motions and invited to join in ‘Mull of
Kintyre’!
It went ok! There was a united effort to be more-or-less in time
and more-or-less get the same notes, and it felt really nice
when you were all in the rhythm together. Boosted by this
success, we also played and sang ‘Amazing Grace’. However,
with a couple of more complicated chords to finger, ‘Keep on Rollin’
stumped me and I went back to photographing the jolly
scene!
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…in Leintwardine
Simon Tagg
Community Music - A Roaring
Success!
When I first agreed to come along and lend
some support to Annie’s new ukulele
venture, I did not expect many locals to turn
up. As we pitched up in Flossie’s parlour,
lesson plans in hand and tuned up our
instruments, I had the feeling that we might
be the only ones present that evening.
Annie is an accomplished multiinstrumentalist and has only recently
taken on the ukulele – I am more a hobby
musician who, after being in several bands,
has drifted into playing bass guitar. I recently acquired a bass ukulele
so I could play as part of the recently formed Burrington Ukulele
Orchestra (and the Ukuleighties splinter group). We say ‘orchestra’
but we only number 3 members… which is why Annie decided to host
a regular evening teaching the basics of the ukulele to members of
the local community in order to give them the leg up they needed to
get into playing a musical instrument. I am there merely to provide a
bit of rhythm and attempt to get everyone strumming in time…. and
enjoy a pint of beer or two for my troubles.
Ten minutes before the allotted start time for the first lesson
people started to show… then more people turned up – and
more - people from all walks of life in the village! So many that
we ran out of spare ukuleles to give out as loan instruments.
So many that we had to abandon Flossie’s parlour and take
over the Red Brick bar just to fit everyone in. It was a great
evening and the enthusiasm of all involved was infectious.
Each week that passed brought new faces and some shiny
new ukuleles proudly clutched in the hands of their respective
new owners; it was great to see. I was glad to be proved wrong
in my scepticism and I am happy to say now that, with the
lessons coming to an end, that the village now has a good
number of budding musicians who, with regular practice, will no
doubt amaze themselves with their hidden talents and abilities.
Where we all go now is
anybody’s guess – there is
enthusiasm in the group for a
regular monthly meet up to
play a selection of preagreed tunes as part of a
troupe. The group seems to
be taking on a life of its own
and the seed of community
music has well and truly
been planted in its
members hearts. I look
forward to watching it
grow.
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Community News
Nicola Gorry
The Leintwardine School Learning Pod Project
Over the last year, we have been raising funds to enable us to install a Learning Pod within the Leintwardine School
grounds. This is an exciting project which will help us to facilitate many enrichment activities, provide a base for
groups to gather and give us additional much needed space to widen the experiences that we provide for the
children in our school and members of the whole community.
It will provide a base for outdoor learning including after-school clubs, community groups, our Mums and Tots group,
eco clubs and craft groups. It will be used to enable parenting groups, and to incorporate 'Pets as Therapy' and
'Read2Dogs' to engage learners in new ways. This space will provide us with a much needed, learning space that
will be big enough to seat a whole class and will be flexibly designed to make it a multipurpose.
The Pod is wooden structure that will fit in with our
surroundings. It is thoroughly insulated and will
have heating and lighting. Our endeavour is to
make the pod as energy efficient as possible, we
are currently investigating renewable energies that
will enable us to help power the pod! It has an
outdoor porch, which enables children to leave
outdoor clothing outside and is glazed to make it a
light and comfortable learning space.
We still have some more funds to raise, so please
support our fundraising events and keep your eye
on the totaliser on the notice board at the front of
school.

New Hall Hire Charges from 1st April 2019 for the Community Centre Main Hall,
Reading Room Meeting Room and The Old School Room.
The Leintwardine Village Hall & Community Centre Committee have carried out a review of all our hire charges. The
Centre is managed for the benefit of the community and the committee need to make sure that income keeps up with
increases in costs, such electricity bills. We haven't increased our charges since 2012 and with this in mind it has been
decided, from the 1st April 2019, to increase our hire rates.
We are also pleased to announce the hall hire charges for the newly refurbished Old School Room which will be
available for bookings from March 2019.
If you would like to make a booking please contact our Bookings Officer at bookingslcc@gmail.com or call (01547)
540772
Room
Local Discounted Charge*
Community Centre Main Hall
£12.50 per hour
Use of Audio Visual Equipment in FREE
Main Hall
Use of Cooker and Warming Cup- FREE
board in Community Centre Kitchen
The Old School Room
Reading Room Meeting Room

£8 per hour
£8 per hour

Standard Commercial Charge
£20 per hour
£12.00 per booking
£12.00 per booking
£14 per hour
£14 per hour

NOTE:
● *The discounted charges are available to individuals and local community groups resident within Leintwardine
Group Parish.
● Heating, use of chairs, tables, crockery and cutlery plus use of the kitchen facilities for tea/coffee making (you must
provide your own consumables) are included in the hire charge.
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Peter Forshaw
In his spare time Nigel enjoys Kung Fu training,
mountain biking and walking.

Landscape Gardener Nigel Soole
By Peter Forshaw
Nigel Soole is a familiar figure in Leintwardine,
maintaining some of the most prestigious and large one
to two acre gardens in the village.

Since his arrival in Leintwardine, Nigel has made many
friends and his expertise and services are much in
demand. Long may it continue.

Born in 1973 Nigel hails from leafy Richmond in South
West London. After leaving school Nigel tried his hand at
several jobs, including working at the London Palladium.
However the one he enjoyed the most was working as a
labourer for a landscape gardener in Chelsea. Deciding
that his future was in a gardening career, he enrolled at a
local College and obtained a diploma in Landscape
Construction and Horticulture.
In 2004 a friend of Nigel offered him a job in the village of
Aymestrey, which included accommodation. It involved a
major landscaping and reconstruction of a large garden
from scratch. When the project was completed Nigel
continued to lodge there, maintaining the garden as well
as taking on more work within a 30 mile radius. In 2007
the property was sold and Nigel had to find a new place
to live and this is what brought him to nearby
Leintwardine.
After working and living in Leintwardine for the past 11
years Nigel has no regrets and loves the pace of life, the
people and natural beauty here. He explains that in a
rural environment like ours the seasons are so much
more dramatic and scenic than in towns and cities. Each
and every week reveals different changes in colours,
growths, scents and wildlife. The fact that I am outdoors
most of the time is a bonus and I enjoy every minute.

Nuisance Dog Fouling
A small minority of dog owners are not clearing up after their dogs. This is more than just a nuisance and an
eyesore. Dog mess is a health hazard for people of all ages and particularly for children and people who
have reduced immunity. All faeces contains bacteria that can cause stomach upsets if ingested. However,
the greatest risk to public health from dog faeces is Toxocariasis, which can cause serious illness and even
lead to blindness. Dogs are carriers of Toxacara Canis, or Roundworm. Each Toxacara Canis female can
lay hundreds of eggs in a day. These are passed out when the dog defecates and can survive for up to three
years in soil. After two to three weeks the eggs develop into an embryo state, containing larva, and this is
when they are particularly dangerous to people. The larvae try to migrate through the human body as they
would in a dog's, but the human body treats them as foreign material, which causes a reaction and tissue
damage, particularly to the eye or liver. This is why the problem is treated so seriously, and the reason why
dog owners can be fined for not clearing up after their dog in public places. The Parish Council is working
with Herefordshire Council to address problems with dog mess in its area. We are putting up new notices to
remind dog owners of their legal duties, and increasing the capacity of waste bins in Leintwardine. We are
also placing dog waste bag dispensers around Leintwardine to ensure that dog owners have no excuse for
not clearing up after their dogs.
If you want to raise concerns about this issue or any other problems affecting the Parish please email
leintwardinegpc@gmail.com

Spring 2019
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Art & Literature
Mark Ferrero
libraries and archives) are united in being concerned
that it is vital to get the right contract. In January, I, along
We're blessed in Leintwardine to have our very own with the Chairs of the museums and archives support
groups, met with council officers responsible for the
public library, thanks to the support of our Parish
tendering exercise. They have promised that we will
Council and the many volunteers who give their
time and skills free of charge to keep it open. Since have input to the tendering exercise, and sight of the key
documents. We are hoping to have these next month.
we took over in 2014 we have increased the
library's opening hours and boosted its use. Despite However, there is currently no mandate from
this, last summer Herefordshire councillors turned a Herefordshire voters for outsourcing the library service.
We know it is likely to be unpopular, and controversial.
deaf ear to our entreaties and embarked upon a
Local Government elections in Herefordshire will take
plan to put out to tender its entire museums,
place on 2nd May 2019. Councillors in all wards are all
libraries and archives services, hoping to find
up for re-election. We have demanded that the political
contractors who will run them more cheaply.
parties and the independent councillors should all clearly
state their policy on the future of the museums, libraries
Libraries in Herefordshire have been under attack
for a long time. Over the last decade, Herefordshire and archives services in election manifestos, so that
voters know before they vote. I am also campaigning for
council have slashed library opening hours by
almost 40%, but they have done it bit by bit, year by the return of a fair share of funding for village libraries
like ours.
year - "salami-slicing" it's called in the trade. And a
thoroughly disingenuous thing it is too, because if
you reduce the opening hours of anything - a shop, Our own councillor, Carole Gandy, has said this in
a garage, a library - then the number of people able response:
to use the service will decline. Councillors have
used that argument to justify further cuts in opening "My view upon this has always been clear. If
hours. In the last round of cuts, village libraries were Herefordshire Council going forward could guarantee
that, with the funding it receives and its statutory
singled out for harsher treatment than libraries in
towns. Herefordshire Council withdrew 100% of the commitment to Adult and Children's Social Care, it could
funding for our library's rent and staff. This was also properly fund and maintain a first class library, museum
and archive service then I would have no hesitation in
done to Weobley and Colwall. The libraries in the
market towns were not treated as harshly, and were supporting that. However, knowing the continuing
pressures upon our resources, I cannot see a way that
still able to have some funding for staff. This is
these services can be provided to the sort of level I
manifestly unfair, since we pay Council Tax at the
would want and I am sure you would want to see over
same rate as others who live in towns, and they
the coming years. Outsourcing, if done correctly, can be
also have far more general infrastructure (busses,
the saviour of vital community services and this I believe
shops, entertainment, sports centres, etc) than we
can be demonstrated by the leisure provision in
do.
Herefordshire provided by Halo. I am a regular visitor to
the Leominster Centre, and I cannot fault the service
Now we are told that the squeeze on funding
they provide and the investment they have made. As a
imposed by central government as part of its
austerity policy (now apparently ending), has made Council we would not have had the resources to do so.
it impossible to sustain the library service any longer They are able to as they can call upon funding which is
unavailable to a local authority. You will note that I
in-house, and it must be "outsourced". Library
stated above "if done properly" and that for me is the
campaigners have asked time and again for
nub of the issue, so I will if elected, do all I can to ensure
examples of where this has worked in rural areas
that the best deal possible is obtained for these services
like ours. None has been forthcoming. We have
and in particular that no deal adversely effects, but more
seen no evidence either that it will in fact be
importantly enhances, the service provided at
cheaper for a contractor to run the service on our
Leintwardine, but I cannot commit to pledging for these
behalf. We have asked Herefordshire Council for
services to continue to be run by HC as I do not believe
the financial data that would indicate the value of
that in years to come they will have the finances to
the contract, and have been met with unhelpful
provide the standard of service that residents desire and
evasions.
are entitled to."
Museums supporters do see potential to attract new
money into the county museums via outsourcing,
but support groups for the three services (museums,

Our library our lifeline
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I am sure Halo run a good leisure centre in Leominster - that is their core business. But I have yet to see a
convincing example of a rural library service successfully led and run by a contractor. Meanwhile, the
examples of where outsourcing has gone wrong continue to pile up. Croydon libraries were outsourced to
Carillion, and had to be taken back in-house when the company collapsed. And more recently there has been
the disturbing news that a company called Working Links, which was responsible for managing thousands of
offenders on probation in Wales and Somerset, had gone into liquidation and the services were being taken
back in house. We must not let this happen to our library service without a proper public debate. Library
campaigners across the county will be raising this issue with councillors and in the media, in the run-up to the
council elections. Libraries belong to us, the Council Tax payers. We pay for them. We are entitled to be heard.
In the meantime, please support Leintwardine Community Library in any of these easy ways:
● Visit the library and borrowing some books
● Tell others about the library, and encourage them to use it
● Join the Friends of Leintwardine Community Library (FOLCL). Membership is £5 per year, and £8 for two
adults living at the same address. Pick up a form at the library.
Did you know you can reserve and renew books on-line? Just type the URL below into your search engine,
and follow the links:
https://capitadiscovery.co.uk/herefordshire/home

Library Opening Hours
Tuesdays:
Thursdays:
Every First Saturday
Every Third Saturday

Spring 2019

10.00 – 16.30
14.00 – 16.30
10.00 – 12.30
14.00 – 16.30

For details of membership, please contact FOLCL
Secretary Mark Ferrero on:
mark.ferrero@btinternet.com
01547 540627
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Leintwardine Parish Roundup
Chairman Mike Collins
LEINTWARDINE PARISH ROUNDUP
The Parish Council has been continuing to progress
the following matters:

Villagers are reminded yet again that so called “doggy
bags” are available for sale at the filling station
supermarket.
The Future of the Library

Highway Matters
I have been making enquiries to Herefordshire
Council regarding the level of service that would be
provided to existing local community based libraries in
the event of the proposed outsourcing of the Hereford
based central library. The expectation is that the
current system of book distribution and support,
training of volunteers and access to the IT network
and web site would continue. The principle of all
libraries having access to stock from all the sites
across Herefordshire via a catalogue will remain albeit
Although the resurfacing of the roadway in the Kinton
in modified form. Friends of Community Library
and Whitton areas of Leintwardine has met with
general approval one or two problem areas have been continue to monitor the situation.
identified and these have been reported to Balfour
New Homes in Leintwardine
Beatty. Other areas of roadway requiring patching
The Land East of Rosemary
have been identified in the High Street and Watling
Street. Balfour Beatty is scheduling patching in
At time of writing this bulletin, the application by LWD
Mortimer Ward for the month of March.
Developments for the removal of Condition 12 Reference affordable housing provision Section 106
Footpaths and Open Spaces
as applied by the Planning Inspector had still to be
Dog Fouling
determined according to the Herefordshire Council
website. Nevertheless an application for approval of
There has been an upsurge recently in the incidence
reserved matters has been submitted by a third
of dog mess in Leintwardine village. The culprit or
potential developer. Full details of the application are
culprits follow a regular route and are acting illegally
by not keeping proper control of their animals and not provided on Herefordshire Councils website –
www.herefordshire.gov.uk/planningapplicationsse
removing faeces deposited by the dog. Local
arch - Select 190161.
councillors are reacting by erecting more warning
signs and providing facilities for safe disposal.
An operation programmed for the end of February is
the relocation of the 30mph terminal speed limit signs
at the north and south of Leintwardine. The purpose of
this change is to reduce the speed of traffic as it
approaches the danger points of the Craven Arms
turn off (north of the village) and the Leintwardine
Bridge at the south of the village.

Vacancy for Parish Councillors
There are currently five vacancies available in the parish council. If you would like to give a little of your time
and get more involved in community affairs then please do not hesitate to contact your local councillor and
ask for more details.

YOUR PARISH COUNCIL
Chairman
Mr Michael Collins
Vice Chairman
Mrs Cheryl Woolley

Councillors
01547 540640

01547 540180

Leintwardine Group Parish Clerk
Mrs Elizabeth Tingle
E-mail: leintwardinegpc@gmail.com
County Councillor Mortimer Ward
Carole Gandy
01568 780583
Email: carole.gandy@herefordshire.gov.uk

Ms Jessica Cremer
Mr James Davidson
Ms Emma Gorbutt
Mr Jonathan Hopkinson
Mr William Huband
Ms Denise Latham
Mr Nigel Offer

01547 540 844
01547 540 226
01547 540 378
01547 540 422
01547 540 451
07968 615 204
01547 540 887

Next Copy Date: 15th May 2019
The opinions expressed in this publication are those of the contributors and not
necessarily those of the parish council or of the editor(s) of Leintwardine Life.

There are currently five Parish Council vacancies - please contact your local councillor ASAP if you are interested!
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Council Matters
Councillor Carole Gandy
Some residents may due to unforeseen circumstances
during the course of the year find it a struggle to pay
their council tax bill, if that is the case do not hesitate
By Carole Gandy
to contact Herefordshire Council to see if you are
eligible under the Council Tax Discretionary Hardship
Firstly may I wish you all a belated Happy New Year.
So far, unlike last year the weather has been relatively Scheme for assistance. This is intended as short term
assistance but could help you through a difficult
kind to us. Let us hope it remains so.
financial time.
Over the festive period Barry and I went along to the
The Council budget for 2019/20 was agreed by
carols on the green which was so well attended. We
think there were probably twice as many people there Council in the middle of February. During the course
of the debate it was pointed out that in 2011 the
compared to last year.
amount received by Herefordshire Council from
central government was £60.1 million falling to
We also came along for the Wassail evening which
£600,000 by 2019/20. This has required the council to
was thoroughly enjoyable and again was so well
make some very difficult and challenging decisions.
attended. I understand this was the first wassail
Over the past few months contractors have been busy
celebration for many years but I am sure it will be
repeated next year. Thanks to all those involved with resurfacing or surface dressing a number of roads
including Kinton Lane. This along with the use of the
organising these two events. I know how much work
“velociraptor” for pothole repairs and made significant
goes into making them a success. The residents of
Leintwardine are fortunate that within the parish they strides in improving the roads in Mortimer ward,
however the down side of road improvements is that it
have people willing to give up their time to put on
encourages to speed. It is almost as if the potholes
community events.
act as inverted speed bumps!. I am however not
complacent and there are still a large number of roads
The Council has set its Council tax for 2019/20 at
in the ward in need of repair and I will continue to
4.9% which includes 2% ring fenced to be spent on
pester for these to be attended to.
Adult Social Care. Over 23% of the population of
Herefordshire are over the age of 65 and nearly 6,000
Telephone:
01568 780583
are over 80. The proportion over 65 is considerably
Or
email:
carole.gandy@herefordshire.gov.uk
higher than the national average and is compounded
by the rural nature of the county.

LETTER FROM YOUR COUNTY COUNCILLOR

AN URGENT CALL FOR HELP
Your ‘Leintwardine Life’ needs more people on the team! Writers,
reporters, editors and a distribution organiser most particularly.
Many hands make light work - our meetings are friendly and
relaxed uniting enthusiasm to produce a broad-minded publication
to entertain, educate and inform all members of the village and
adjacent parishes.
A few hours each month is all that it takes to be involved!
Contact: LeintwardineLife@gmail.com

Answers to the Friends of
Leintwardine School Word search
BINGO
CHILDREN
COMMUNITY
EASTER
ENRICHMENT
EVENTS
FRIENDS

FUNDRAISING
ICECREAM
PARTY
RECYCLE
SCOOTER
WELLY

Contact details:
Karen (07773 580 939)
Room 9, Leintwardine Community Centre,
Leintwardine, Shropshire SY7 0LB. Tel: 01547 540 772
We are always looking for more volunteers. No permanent

LYG sessions run from 4pm – 8pm every Tuesday
Entry is FREE

commitment needed, just a couple of hours now and then Website:
would make a big difference.
LYG91210.wordpress.com
VOLUNTEERING CAN BE FUN
JOIN IN THE LYG SUCCESS STORY NOW!

Spring 2019

Email:
letwdineyouthgroup@gmail.com, k393f@btinternet.com
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Tales From the Bus Stop
THE STRANGER
By Nerissa Wilson

“Nonsense,” replied Humphrey gruffly, but he clutched
Mary’s hand as tightly as she held his.
Peter took a couple of paces forward and called out, “Hello.
Is there somebody down there? Will you come out and
show yourself, please.”
Silence followed. Peter tried again. “Bon jour. Qui est vous,
s’il vous plait? Oh, this is stupid, I can’t remember anything
else in French.”

We stood by the bus stop on the green, chatting a little to
“More likely to need Arabic, I should think,” declared
pass the time, when a song drifted up to us through the
Humphrey in a scathing voice. “ I’Il bet you a pound to a
trees by the river. The voice was deep and melancholy, the penny that he is one of those asylum seekers.”
tune was very lovely, and the words were clearly foreign.
“That’s what he is,” agreed Mary. “That song wasn’t normal
The four of us looked at each other. Yes, we were
singing. It sounded unnatural. “
surprised, but also a moment of alarm flashed between us.
“It did make the hair stand up on the back of your neck,”
“Any one know who it is over there?” asked Peter.
Peter added.
“Not a clue, my friend,” replied old Humphrey. “But he won’t “Oh really, you are all pathetic,” Laura shouted in
be from around here.”
exasperation. She bounded off and disappeared into the
bushes down by the water.
“Well, what can he be doing down by the river? And
bawling his head off like that.” asked Mary Peters,
There was a second or two of absolute stillness, and then
clutching her handbag close.
Peter rushed forward to follow her out of sight. Humphrey
and Mary looked at each other. Then they too crept
“I think it sounds lovely,” retorted Laura. “It is a beautiful
morning, why wouldn’t someone want to sing on a day like forward to see what was there, until they were halted by a
cry of pain and a call from Laura for help. Neither of them
this. He is probably passing through, and stopped to look
moved. Frozen in their tracks and with thumping hearts,
at the bridge.”
“So long as he is passing through,” grunted Humphrey. “So they whispered under their breath. “Better to stay here.
Could be more useful without getting too involved. Could
long as he isn’t hanging about down there, looking for
use our phones to contact the police.” But they did not call.
trouble.”
“Not likely to sing so loudly if he is up to no good,” said
Peter. “Perhaps we should go and have a sighting of him,
check him out.”
“Are you offering?”
“I’ll go,” Laura said, “I’d like to see what he is like.”

Meanwhile, Laura had scrambled down to the river’s edge,
and spotted a figure sprawled in the weeds. She bent over
a small, well dressed man with a neat beard and a swarthy
complexion She knew nothing about first aid, but the man’s
chest was moving slightly so she realized that he was still
alive. She loosened his tie and leaned over. “Hey, can you
hear me,” she mouthed into his ear. No response. She
tried stroking his hair and whispering encouraging words.
Nothing. She fumbled in her pocket to find her phone so
that she could call for help when she felt a hand reach out
and grab her wrist. She screamed and tried to pull away.

“No you won’t”. Humphrey grabbed her arm to stop her
from setting off. “You don’t know what he might do. He
may not understand our ways, and he might not have
much of a view of women. We can’t have him hurting you.
You two women stay here, and Peter and I can go and sort
“No, no,” said the man in a thick deep voice, heavy with
him out.”
“Oh dear,” whispered Mary, “Do you think he means to hurt foreign emphasis. “Thank you to find me. I fall when I
us? I think I’ll forget going in to Ludlow today and get back watch the water pass down the bridge. I shout for help but
no one comes. I cannot rise and I am cold. I decide to sing
home. Maybe he didn’t come here alone. Maybe he has
to keep myself living, but still no one finds me. I lose
accomplices spread out around the village right now.
myself, but then I feel you stroke my hair and I am saved.
Perhaps we should ring the police, what do you think?”
Thank you, dear lady.”
Laura put her arm around Mary’s shoulders and gave her a
Peter arrived at that moment, and between them both, they
gentle hug. “Don’t be frightened,” she told her, “We are
covered the man with their coats to keep him warm, and
quite safe here.”
phoned 999.
Mary shrugged her off angrily. “Don’t talk to me about safe.
Some time later, the air ambulance had landed and carried
You were all for going and making friends with them just
off Mr Akim, guest at the Lion Hotel and intrepid traveller,
now. You are too daft to know up from down. I am going
to Hereford Hospital for treatment. The bus had long gone,
home to lock my door and sit inside until I know they are
gone, and I advise you all to do the same. Anyway, one of and there was no other course of action left but to go home.
you two men need to walk me back up Watling Street. I am Peter and Laura congratulated each other on a successful
adventure. Humphrey and Mary agreed that they had
scared to go alone.”
acted very sensibly in the circumstances. Obviously, it now
“You talk as if there was a whole gang of foreigners
seemed that Mr Akim was respectable and harmless,
invading the streets.” Laura laughed, and deliberately
but he was foreign, indeed an Arab, and all
walked towards the other side of the green. “I am going to could have been completely different. Laura
meet whoever is there and ask them what their business is. was a nice young woman but far too headstrong.
If anyone else has the guts to join me, then come on now.” She was lucky to be safe. They both settled into
their respective houses, bolted the doors, and
Just then the singing stopped. Laura hesitated, and Mary
hoped that their dreams would not be disturbed
grabbed Humphrey by the hand. “Oh my lord,” she cried
by strange and threatening strangers.
out,” he is going to get us.”
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