Out a month or so later than usual, this Leintwardine Life
comes to you largely thanks to our loyal contributors who
punctually heeded the request for material which was
made just before my father died early in May. We toyed
with cancelling the Summer edition of LL as we had no
one to put the articles into the magazine, and I was
wrapped up with funeral plans, memories and the
inevitable house-clearing. To cap it all, our roving reporter,
Peter, was also poorly for three months, but thankfully is
feeling better now.
However, the articles were coming in and it seemed a
great shame and rather disrespectful not to use them, so
we’ve picked ourselves up, learned a bit about the
computer program that is used for putting the magazine
together, and we will have a stab at it. It may not look
quite the same as usual, but bear with us!
Our warm thanks go to Simon for his contributions as
design and production editor, technical expert and for his
articles and photographs over the last 4-5 years
Sadly this won’t be out in time to promote Open Gardens,
but I thought the be-zingingly bright cover photo from last
year’s Open Gardens would be a nice way to celebrate
them. Thank you to everyone who helps make this event
possible - all the plain hard graft to get the gardens looking
so delectable, the bakers of cakes and brewers of teas,
map-makers and ticket providers and other organisers.

Swallow gathering grass to reinforce the bulging
nest of chicks?
Photo by Andrea Moore

These last few months have been a bumper nesting season
for the birds; there seem to be nests everywhere. We
have a veritable council estate of house sparrows every
year in the eaves, a secretive blackbird in the rose bush,
and even more secretive wren and thrush whose nests are
evidently nearby, but I haven’t found them yet. The
foolish dove, who squats on a ledge and lets the squab fall
off, the nest box of great tits, and several swallow nests
in the barns. Their first offspring were making practise
flights round the inside of the barn on 9th June and next
day were flying round the fields with Mum and Dad
escorting on either side, trying to teach them to dip down
into the field for insects. The offspring were far too
enchanted by the miracle of flight to pay attention, sailing
off higher into the blue sky!

Editor and Producer:
Andrea Moore,
Roving Reporter:
Peter Forshaw
Adviser:
Nerissa Wilson
Next Copy Date:
Tuesday, 14th August 2019
for September edition
Email Feedback To:
LeintwardineLife@gmail.com
We welcome all submissions for the Autumn 2019
edition from local artists and photographers. If
you are a sculptor or make crafts then we will be
happy to visit and photograph your skills.
Top of page art for Editorial, The Long View, Seasonal
Recipe, Science and Nature and Council Matters: by
Jane Wells
Thank you to all contributors.

Cover Photograph: Sunflowers and Bumble Bee by Andrea Moore
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The Fire fighters team consist of David Vickress ,
Dave Lewis, Bryn Alford, Ian Law, Peter Murray,
Grahame Vickress, Robert Vickress, Tracey Edwards,
Adam Lindley and Richard Stinton.
Hereford and Worcester Fire and Rescue Service are
looking for new recruits to work as on call Fire
Fighters. If you live or work within 5 minutes drive of
Leintwardine and wish to serve your community,
please visit their website to register your interest:

Leintwardine Fire Fighters Get
Brand New Appliance
I had the pleasure of visiting Leintwardine Fire
Station to view their brand new, state of the art,
first line of attack Scania Fire Engine. Bright red
and gleaming it looked very impressive indeed.
David Vickress, the station Watch Commander
showed me around and explained the new equipment.
At the heart of every fire engine is the pump and
this one is very powerful with a 3000 litre water
capacity, compared to 1800 litres of the outgoing
model. To complement this, onboard is a
flexible/portable 3000 litre capacity dam. This is
particularly useful in tackling for example barn
fires in inaccessible areas. The dam can remain at
the fire location, whilst allowing the appliance to
go and refill from the nearest river or road hydrant. This ensures the dam is kept topped up with
water.

http://www.hwfire.org.uk/join-us/retained-firefighter/
Alternatively you can visit Leintwardine Fire Station
on Tuesdays between 6:30 and 9:30 PM for a chat
with the team.

The cutting and hydraulic equipment is much
improved and is battery powered, giving more
flexibility to the operatives in an accident.
The vehicle itself is a big upgrade. For a start its
more powerful, comfortable, spacious and fuel
efficient. Its fitted with ESP for greatly improved
road handling as well as high intensity lighting to
illuminate dark country lanes. It also has onboard
CCTV.

Summer 2019
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Old School Room Grand Opening
April 2019
On Saturday 27th April the Old School Room
building, behind the Community Centre had it's
'Grand Opening'. The appalling weather (reminiscent of mid June!) cleared and the sun came out,
as over 70 people arrived to celebrate the completion of the 2 year project, to renovate the Old
School Room building and bring it back into
regular community use. Colourful bunting fluttered both inside and outside the building, as
children took part in a variety of craft activities.
Making creatures out of natural materials, planting seeds in pots to take home, drawing pictures,
and decorating home made biscuits. Alongside

this cream teas were served and cups of tea drunk.
Everyone was most impressed at how quickly the
renovation had been completed and at how lovely
and bright the space was. There were many reminiscences from the older members of our community, who went to school in the building, when it
was temporarily pressed into action during the 2nd
world war. Everyone was then willingly herded
outside, to come together for the official ribbon
cutting. Erin Doyle (the youngest pupil at the
Leintwardine Primary School) and Renee Slater
(the oldest person in the village, who remembers
going to school in the building), joined together to
“3, 2, 1...cut the ribbon!” The atmosphere was so
lovely with all ages in the village coming together,
to celebrate a new resource for us all to use. Thank
you to everyone who made the opening such a
success and thank you to Rob Cock who made the
renovation happen, by securing funding from The
Herefordshire European Leader Fund, Big Lottery
Fund and The Rowlands Trust and managing the
renovation work carried out by Reynolds Conservation.
The old school room will host board games sessions
from June 27th onwards. Bring your favourite games
to share and more will be provided. There is a bar
plus tea and coffee. Perfect way to spend a long summer evening. 7.30. Contact Emma on 540378 for
more details

Teresa Guest is a wizard with crafts
Photos by Jo Comino
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If you would like to book the Old School room
please contact the Bookings Clerk on 01547 540 772.
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Mozambique Cyclone Idai
Cyclone Idai made landfall in Mozambique March
14 and 15, 2019 as a Category 2 storm. Cyclone
Kenneth came ashore in northern Mozambique April
25, 2019, with hurricane-force winds and heavy
rains.

Many, many thanks to all those who donated to
this fund either by bank transfer or by cash to
me......it amounts to £2,255. All monies collected has gone directly to Vilankulo Town Project
with no administration or workers costs, making every penny count.
This paid for several trips with food, water,
medical supplies, sanitary products and
cleaning materials to Dombe Refugee Camp
which houses 3,000 people. These supplies
were among the first to arrive there.
Some funds remain which will be used towards
supporting a village south of Beira which has
been completely devastated, building homes
and a school.

Two of the pictures show some of the supplies
that were sent with your money, and the other
picture was taken by Sarah Parker at Dombe
refugee camp.

Summer 2019
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Leintwardine: Our Village in
Verse
Our village is a special place and as part of our
school aim ‘To Connect with the Community'
we have been delighted to be involved in a poetry
project supported by Ledbury Poetry Festival.
During March, we were visited by Sara-Jane Arbury.,
She worked with our year 5 and 6 children both out on
location in the village and in school. The children
wrote a selection of personification poems which
enable the reader to think about our village in the past
and to truly engage with our environment.
The children then worked on iPads to create and refine
fabulous videos of the poems that we had written, so
that they could be viewed by visitors and community
members.

enjoy our creative look at Leintwardine
Village! By far the best way to enjoy these
poems is to get out into the village and use your
mobile phone (with a QR scanner installed) to
scan the codes in the 5 different locations. The
poems and videos can also be found on the
school-website
http://www.leintwardineprimary.org/leintwardi
ne-our-village-in-verse/
The Leintwardine
Historical Society were
on hand to give us some
fantastic information
and we would like to
send a big thank you
to them, Sarah Jayne
Arbury and Mark
Sanderson for all their
help.

We are absolutely delighted with both the poems and
the films and we hope that you will
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Proposed Leintwardine Church Arts
Hub Initiative
St Mary Magdalene’s Church is a Grade 1 listed
building and has truly beautiful features, much of
which were built as an expression of faith by
benefactors of the past. The maintenance of such
beautiful buildings frequently fall to small groups
of people who work hard to raise funds to keep it
going. An historical building is more expensive to
maintain than a modern version owing to its
unique features and simply because it is old and
therefore requires greater and regular care. The
building is inspected every five years by an appointed church architect, who usually discovers
the need for necessary repairs and occasional improvements to meet the latest legislation.
It is easy to assume St Mary Magdalene’s Church
will always be there for us when we need it, but
without further funding there is always the possibility that our church may be lost to the community if the costs of maintaining it in good order
outstrip its income, which, in fact, is what is now
happening.
The diocese has the policy of encouraging churches to diversify and reinvent themselves to ensure
the church remains primarily a place of worship. It
is for this reason that the proposal of an Arts Hub
for all ages has been raised. The high number of
Arts practitioners in the region and good attendances at church concerts over the past year or so
indicate an appetite for arts activities.
The village is fortunate to have an excellent community centre with a hard working team and also
a Methodist Church close by which is effectively
used for smaller activities. St Mary Magdalene’s
Church is the largest space in the village and
certainly one of the largest churches in North
Herefordshire. We are also fortunate to have the
church located right in the centre of the village.
The church is open in daylight hours, but currently
events take up only 8% of its opening hours.
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Representatives from across the community have
formed a planning group for the purpose of exploring the possibilities of an Arts Hub in conjunction
with the diocese and to make the necessary funding
applications once the diocese gives the go-ahead.
The planning group aims to meet on a monthly
basis, the first of which happened in June.
The Arts Hub proposal is in its first stages of public
consultation with an online questionnaire (hard
copies from Leintwardine library and church) at
the following web address…
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/D35DV2B
Your responses will be fed into the proposal and
help form a common arts policy embracing present
activities already established in the village and
attracting different and larger scale events at the
church for our region. It will support our present
activities and provide further performance opportunities for our regional artists and musicians. Strong
links with the schools in our parish will mean
young people will have opportunities to extend
their creative skills.
A public open day later this year at the Community
Centre will provide members of the public with the
opportunity to feedback on the proposal.

The Church looking festive for the Frost Fair
Photo by Andrea Moore
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Al Fresco
Entertaining
The months of July and August are perfect for
some al-fresco entertainment. (Though as I sit
here at my computer, the rain is hammering
against kitchen window). So with a (hopefully)
decent summer to come, here are a couple of main
courses and puddings that are ideal for entertaining. They may look a bit daunting, but rest assured everything can be done well in advance so
there’s no last minute panicking!
MONKFISH, BASIL & BACON KEBABS
WITH LIME & TARRAGON MAYONNAISE
(serves 6)
2lb Monkfish (cut into 1” chunks – about 30 pieces)
15 rashers streaky bacon (cut the rashers in half)
Fresh basil leaves
½ jar good quality mayonnaise
2tsp Dijon mustard
2tsp caster sugar
2tsp White Wine Vinegar
2 limes (grated rind and juice)
2tbsp fresh tarragon (chopped)
1. Wrap each piece of monkfish with streaky bacon.
2. Thread the monkfish onto 6 skewers placing a basil leaf between each piece of fish.
3. Brush with vegetable oil & leave in fridge until
needed.
For the mayonnaise, mix the remaining ingredients
together and leave covered in the fridge for a couple of
hours before using.

ORANGE MARINATED PORK FILLET
WITH ORANGE & CHIVE SAUCE (serves 6)
3 large pork fillets
MARINADE
grated rind & juice of 2 oranges
¼ pt sunflower oil
SAUCE
12 black peppercorns
3 large oranges
1 onion – sliced
½ pt white wine vine2tbsp soy sauce
gar
2tbsp caster sugar
½ pt chicken stock
7tsp arrowroot
Juice of 1 lemon
2tbsp snipped chives
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Cut the fillets in half lengthways (not completely
through), open the fillet out and pound them until thin.
Mix the marinade ingredients together and add the pork
fillets. Cover & leave in fridge for 24 hours.
To make the sauce, pare the rind off the oranges and cut
into thin shreds. Cover with cold water, and simmer
gently for 10 minutes. Drain and set aside.
Put vinegar and sugar in saucepan and heat until the
sugar has dissolved. Bring to rapid boil and reduce until
you have a caramel-like syrup. Add the stock and bring
back to the boil. Simmer for 10 minutes.
Mix the arrowroot with the lemon juice and use this to
thicken the sauce. Allow to cool.
Cut the oranges into segments, add the segments to the
cold sauce, together with the orange peel and chives.
Cover and chill until ready to serve. Cut each fillet into
half and cook on a griddle or pan for about 5-7 minutes
on each side. Serve with the cold sauce.
Everything can be done the day before leaving just the
fillets to cook when required.

PEACH, RED WINE & WALNUT TART
PASTRY
175g plain flour
75g butter
25g walnuts - crushed
1 yolk

PEACHES
8 fresh peaches (or
nectarines) -halved
450ml red wine
200g caster sugar
2 star anise
4tbsp redcurrant jelly
500ml pre-bought custard.
250g mascarpone

Make the pastry, line a 9” metal flan ring with the pastry and bake blind for 15 minutes.
Heat the wine and caster sugar until simmering. Add
the star anise and the halved peaches.
Poach gently until the peaches are soft. Remove the
peaches and leave to cool in the fridge.
Boil the syrup until reduced by half.
Add the redcurrant jelly to this and brush the inside on
the pastry shell with some of the syrup.
Mix together the custard with the mascarpone and vanilla. Spread this into the pastry shell.
Slice the cold peaches and arrange these on the custard
mix so that it’s completely covered.
Brush the reduced syrup over the peaches to give the
finished flan a nice red glaze.
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GARLIC FUDGE TART (x 6)

160C

A tart with very unusual ingredients…but it works!
Don’t worry about the garlic, you won’t notice it once cooked.
PASTRY
150g plain flour
50g ground almonds
25g caster sugar
85g butter
1 egg – beaten
FILLING
150g fudge – grated
1 large garlic clove - minced
100g grated Cheshire
3 eggs
100ml double cream
4

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Grease the flan tin
Make pastry & line a metal flan tin.
Bake blind for 20 mins
Blend the filling ingredients until smooth
Place nectarines (side down) on pastry base.
Put diamond cuts into nectarines
Pour batter around the fruit & bake for 25 mins
Leave to rest in tin for 30 mins before serving.

nectarines (or 10-12 plums) - halved

Neil and Paul practising dining al fresco
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New local charity offers free one-to-one
help for those who struggle to read

seek help, especially if it brings back memories of
their childhood classroom experiences, which is
why their coaching service has been designed to
help new readers feel as comfortable as possible
about taking the brave step to learn to read.
Read Easy matches up a new reader with a trained
reading coach to help them work together through
reading manuals, at a quiet private location, at a time
to suit them both. It’s as easy as that and it’s free!
Reading sessions last half an hour and take place
twice a week. Some people complete the course in
as little as a year, while others can take more than
two years. The important thing is that everyone can
learn at their
own pace without feeling
rushed. The service is designed
to be flexible to suit the
individual and there are no
targets or exams to worry about.

It’s taken for granted that we all went to school,
learned to read and write, and that we all have the
same level of reading ability. However, many The Cart Shed
thousands of adults missed out on the opportunity
to learn to read during the short period of time in Therapeutic activities in a
our lives when the basic foundations of this skill safe, supportive
are acquired. In fact, research shows that over 7% environment.
thecartshed.co.uk 01544
of adults never learned to read at school!
It may be one thing not to enjoy the pleasure of 318 231
reading a new title by your favourite author, but
stop for a minute and think how different things What is the Cart Shed?
would be if you were excluded from reading The Cart Shed is a charity that offers opportunities
altogether and struggled to do some of the to try something new and improve well-being; to
everyday things that most of us take for granted. find friendships, a sense of belonging and a place of
Just imagine how your life would be if you calm, in a supportive, caring environment.
Based in North Herefordshire our woodlands lend
couldn’t read forms, follow medicine instructions,
understand letters from your electricity supplier themselves to enabling individuals to overcome and
or read bedtime stories to your child or grandchild? accept episodes in their lives they find difficult to
live with; such as the loss of a partner or close
It’s never too late to learn
friend, difficult working conditions or poor health.
Help is at hand. Read Easy Shropshire Hills, a
We work with individuals from all backgrounds,
branch of the national literacy charity Read Easy, lifting labels and minimizing stigma. There are no
has recently been set up to provide free one-to- walls, badged health professionals or waiting rooms.
one coaching for people in South Shropshire and …just the peace of the woodland.
the Welsh Borders who struggle with reading.
Activities throughout the year include:
Read Easy understands that, throughout their lives,
Coppicing and woodland management
many people who struggle with reading have
Making coppice products
found ways to avoid situations where their
Basket making and plant supports
reading ability might be on display to be seen by
Creating benches, shelters and fences
others. They understand that many people will
Green wood-working and crafts using traditional
want to learn to read but feel too embarrassed to
hand tools
Issue Number 93
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Horticulture - learn to grow fruit and
vegetables
Cooking on an open fire in the woodland
kitchen
The opportunity to gain qualifications
Walking
Tuesdays to Fridays, 10am-3pm with a
weekly walk on Mondays.
Worrying about it all getting on top of
you and not quite knowing how to find a
way out? In need of someone who will
sit and listen?
We’ll work with you, your employer,
your school or college, your GP or Social
Worker to facilitate having time with us
on a weekly basis.
You will be supported by our professional team of Occupational Therapists, tutors and volunteers who will help you
with the issues that may be preventing
you from coping with life.

Observations of Nature
You will have heard about the news regarding the proposed
Arts Hub in the Church. This prompted the question of how
much space do you need? Those of you that have visited
Hatton Garden Jewellery Quarter will know that the work
area for the Goldsmith is the size of a school desk, complete with a leather apron to capture the silver and gold dust.
If you were lucky enough to visit the Worcester Porcelain
Factory when it was in production, the artists work area
again was no bigger than a desk. Covered in about twenty
different brushes and paints, they produced wonderful
images while you watched. Their skill was in the hands and
mind.
At a recent litter pick at the Fiddlers Elbow, a bag of black
and coloured pencils had be left behind by an artist. If
whoever they belong to wants to reclaim them or donate
them to the school, just say what you want to happen.
Talking to Peter Faulkner about all the plants, insects,
butterflies and birds that turn up at his private meadow, he
now knows what to watch out for. The Beaver spotted in
Kingsland maybe from Alicia's Welsh Beaver project.
Red Kites have returned to fly over the Criftins, despite
shotgun blasts heard in the distance. Keep an eye on your
birds as they glide over the school. The Police are aware of
criminal acts against Red Kites. If you see anything suspicious report it, ensuring you get an incident number. Their
future is in your hands.
With a school desk, pencil and paper plus your imagination,
you can achieve anything. Be positive.

Can you spot the tower of Leintwardine church? This picture was taken from the
top of Wigmore church tower during another History Society adventure.

Photograph by Andrea Moore
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Newtown with new eyes.
On the sunniest day of the year so far, according to
the weather man, a contingent from the
Leintwardine History Society went on a trip to
Newtown, over the tops of the green hills with
wonderful views and a first sighting of the newlybuilt bypass. Mike Rix, who has investigated and
designed such industry-focused tours for us before,
gathered us under Newtown’s wonderfully gnarled
black poplar for an introduction. From a typically
small Welsh market town in 1771, by 1841 it was

End walls were often slate-hung
to protect from weather
because the walls
were only one brick
thick for economy

derelict buildings were cleared, and even the river
has been diverted from its original course, but these
gems of the past remain. It’s like Blists Hill but real!
We also visited the tomb of Mike’s hero, Robert
Owen, a great but sadly now forgotten social
reformer, and learned of his efforts to improve
workers’ conditions which eventually lead to his
founding a factory in Scotland where he could put
his principles into action. Our outing included
lunch at the Elephant and Castle by the river.
an industrial town. The local people’s occupations
moved from cottage industry to factories of the A lovely day! If you want to know more about
industrial revolution and all that went with it: rapid what we get up to, look out for our quarterly
population growth, overcrowded living conditions journal, drop into see our display in the
and social unrest.
Community Centre or visit the website
We walked to Pryce-Jones’ original factory, now an https://leintwardinehs.wordpress.com/
Aladdin’s cave of beautiful furnishings where we
were in danger of losing some of the party! We Even better, come and join us.
learned that Sir Pryce Pryce-Jones was the first
successful mail order businessman, but not always
popular with the townsfolk. Then we carried on to
see rows of terraced housing. What’s so special
about that, I hear you ask. Well, as Mike explained,
here in Newtown, the layout of the town and the
buildings themselves has not been changed or
demolished as they were in England throughout the
past centuries, in fact since the time Pryce-Jones
built his factory in 1891. We saw several streets of
three storey terrace houses: workers lived in tiny,
back-to-back cottages, one room up, one room
down, with their work lofts on the top floor.
Nowhere is this more evident that at the Textile
Museum, and its surrounding streets, to which I Inside the Textile Museum with our guide
Photos by Andrea Moore
highly recommend a visit. In the 1960s slums and
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The Annual Charity Fundraising
2018

A huge thank you to to all those who always support these Charity Events. Your generosity has
made a difference in lots of areas.

Charity BBQ at The Jolly Frog, August 2018:
The weather was against us for a BBQ - cold and
wet, typically, after several weeks of beautiful
weather. However, it was an enjoyable evening
inside thanks to all the staff. We raised £520.80
plus donations of £16.50 for two charities:
The Old Vicarage Residential Home, Wigmore
received £268.65.
They have purchased a
summer house for the residents to enjoy during
the warmer weather.
The Special Care Baby Unit at Hereford Hospital
also received £268.65 which has been put into the
Neonatal Trust Fund.
Both were very grateful for the much needed
donations and everyone’s generosity.

More events in 2019…
Hot off the press we have the date for the next Car
Run, with the meeting to start from Leintwardine
on Sunday, 8th September 2019

The Car Run for classic and vintage vehicles,
though everyone is welcome, was in September
2018. By kind permission of Mr Les Morgan and
family the meeting started at Bank House,
Leintwardine. This time it was lovely weather so
we were able to enjoy our journey through the
Welsh countryside. Returning to Mortimers Cross
late afternoon for a wonderful roast lunch.
We raised £579 for Leintwardine School’s project
to have a defibrillator in place for anyone using
the school facilities. A defibrillator, storage unit
and equipment is over £1600 to purchase.
With the help of Mr Pat Caine, the Ludlow
Masons donated the rest of the money.
Everything has been ordered through the Clun
Valley AED scheme who will also help to
maintain the equipment. Without their generous
help it would have taken a lot longer to achieve
our goal. AED training will be available in the
future for anyone interested.

Travel
Do you need anti-malarials? Asda supply Malarone for £1.25 a tablet. Make an appointment with
the pharmacist and they will also give you a free
prescription (if a suitable drug for your needs).
Malarone can cost up to £6 a tablet from local
surgeries/pharmacies and as you need one- a-day
on your holiday, plus a week, savings can be
considerable. Bon voyage!

Library Opening Hours
Tuesdays:
Thursdays:
Every First Saturday
Every Third Saturday
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10.00 – 16.30
14.00 – 16.30
10.00 – 12.30
14.00 – 16.30

For details of membership, please contact FOLCL
Secretary Mark Ferrero on:
mark.ferrero@btinternet.com
01547 540627
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are to be congratulated on finishing the project on time and
LEINTWARDINE GROUP PARISH ROUND-UP
within budget.
Highway Matters
In April a Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) was implemented New Homes in Leintwardine
which has resulted in the 30mph terminal speed limit signs
being moved further out from Leintwardine village.
Subsequently PCSO Steph Harper has been busy with her
speed gun and has noted some slowing down of vehicles
approaching the village from the south. At the north end of
the village, for safety reasons , the observation point has to
remain at the Criftins exit. Steph has consequently been
unable to note any effect on the speed of traffic approaching
the Craven Arms turn-off from the north.
As a follow-up to the TRO implementation Leintwardine
Group Parish Council will continue to liaise with Balfour
Beatty Living Places (BBLP), Herefordshire Council and
West Mercia police to take measures to improve the visibility
of danger areas such as the crossing points at Roman Close
and at Wheatstone in order to reduce the accident risk at the
north of the village. Additional signage will be provided and
BBLP will need to restore the road markings on the A4113
(the High Street) whch are worn and faded by traffic and /or
obliterated by asphalt resurfacing. However before all the
road markings can be applied there remain areas of roadway
in the village which require the road surface to be repaired
and restored. BBLP have been informed.
Changes at The Leintwardine Centre
On Saturday 27 April the official opening of the “Old School
House” took place. On a fine sunny day parishioners were
able to view the facilities available in the recently renovated
building and made aware of the possibilities for hiring the
building and making use of the grassy space behind the
Community Centre. The Leintwardine Centre Committee

I’m pleased to report that all ten dwellings in the Plough
Meadow development are now occupied and that the cross
drain on the un-adopted road leading into the site has been
repaired.
On 13 June the developer Picardy Land and Development
made a pre-application presentation to Leintwardine Group
Parish Council at which was presented in outline the
developer’s proposals for the Land East of Rosemary.
However the Parish Council expressed no opinions on the
proposals at the meeting and no decisions were taken
YOUR COUNCIL
Chairman – Mr Michael Collins 01547 540 640
Vice Chairman – Mrs Cheryl Woolley 01547 540 180
Leintwardine Group Parish Clerk – Mrs Elizabeth
Tingle E-mail – leintwardinegpc@gmail.com
County Councillor Mortimer Ward
Carole Gandy - 01568780583
E mail carole gandy @herefordshire.gov.uk
Councillors
Ms Emma Gorbutt 01547 540 378
Ms Dawn Howe 07875 076727
Mr William Huband 01547 540 451
Ms Denise Latham 01584 856 488
Mr William Llewelyn 01547 540 341
Mr Steven Morgan 01547 540 816
There are currently six - Parish Council vacancies.
Please contact your local councillor ASAP if you are
interested
Michael Collins - Chairman Leintwardine
GPC - 17 June 2019

Leintwardine Youth Group
LYG has been busy playing instruments, learning sign language, recording their own songs
on CDs, inventing a recycling project and joining in crafts and sport.

Photos by LYG
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Drumming with Bym Welthy

Signing with PCSO Steph Harper
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Re-Election of Carole Gandy
I was delighted to have been re-elected as your County
Councillor recently and to have increased my majority
from 4 to 327. During my campaigning the main
topic on most doorsteps was Brexit and I appreciate
that for many of you the continuing uncertainty has
made you both frustrated and angry and I feel the same.
Unfortunately I have no more influence than you on
this matter but I do promise to work hard on your
behalf on local issues over the next 4 years.
The situation at Herefordshire Council from an administrative point of view is complicated. As I write this
report the Conservatives are the largest group with 13
councillors, but the Herefordshire Independents, the
Greens and Its Our County have formed a coalition
which enables them to control the council. The Leader
of the Council is now Cllr David Hitchiner. I have
been fortunate in being re-appointed as the Children &
Young Peoples Scrutiny Chairperson. This committee
looks at matters relating to those 0 – 25 and scrutinises
the work of the council and health organisations. As
I have mentioned before we have over 300 children in
care, either fostered or in residential accommodation
which for a county the size of Herefordshire is a far
greater percentage than most other counties.
Since I Iast communicated with you myself and Barry
have had to pleasure of attending the Leintwardine
Players dinner and cabaret in March

which was a fabulous evening with amazing food and
the opening of the refurbished Old School Room in
April. I must congratulate all those involved with the
Old School Room refurbishment for completing this
project so quickly. The surface dressing of Whitton
Lane has greatly improved that road but has not been
done to the satisfaction of either myself or the local
residents and I am pursuing this matter with Balfour
Beatty. The work was carried out no more than 6
months ago and yet potholes are already appearing.
I have discussed with Balfour Beatty the extremely
poor road surface on the High Street near to the surgery and the back of houses on Plough Meadow. This
surface is dangerous for pedestrians, particularly the
elderly and is extremely noisy for those living in
Plough Meadow. I will continue to press for some
resurfacing work to be done on this section of road.
I was delighted that at the last parish council meeting
three new councillors were co-opted onto the council
but there are still several vacancies. I was particularly
pleased that we now have a representative from Burrington and this means that there are now councillors
representing all parts of the Leintwardine parish.
Finally if you wish to contact me with a local issue or
just to have a chat do not hesitate to do so either by
emailing me at carole.gandy@herefordshire.gov.uk or
phoning my land line 01568 780583 or my council
mobile number 07792882133

LYG sessions run from 4pm – 8pm every
Tuesday
Entry is FREE
We are always looking for more volunteers. No
permanent commitment needed, just a couple of
hours now and then would make a big difference.
VOLUNTEERING CAN BE FUN
JOIN IN THE LYG SUCCESS STORY NOW!
Contact details:
Karen (07773 580 939)
Room 9, Leintwardine Community Centre,
Leintwardine, Shropshire SY7 0LB. Tel: 01547
540 772
Website:
LYG91210.wordpress.com
Email:
letwdineyouthgroup@gmail.com,
k393f@btinternet.com

Summer 2019

Composing and recording
music with Livewire
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“And did you not worry about your new friend’s wife
and family?”
“Oh, it was only meant to be a bit of summer fun. No
ALWAYS GOOD TO CHAT TO harm to anybody. But it didn’t turn out too well. On
the last day of my holiday, John’s wife was away seeSTRANGERS
ing her sister for the day. John brought me back to his
by Nerissa Wilson
house after we met in the meadow so we could have
“Morning . Filthy weather isn’t it?” said the woman in more time together. He went in first, I checked the
the purple coat as she sat squarely down beside Cathy street to make sure that no one was watching then
on the bench by the bus stop. “Almost stayed in, but walked very casually, as you do, up the front path
you have to make an effort, don’t you? Get yourself
and slipped as quick as a flash through the door he
out.”
had left ajar.”
Cathy smiled politely back and murmured , “I supCathy was listening with every fibre of her being by
pose so.”
now. “And what did you think of his home?”
“Oh, you are so right,” replied the woman. “It’s like “Tidy little place. Pretty curtains, nice things. “
you say, get out and get on. Then make a new friend “Photos all around I suppose.”
every day. By the way, nice of you to ask. I’m Jackie.”“Jackie laughed. “Oh, I didn’t have time to look at
It seemed rude to point out that she hadn’t asked, so
those. We took a running jump at the stairs and found
Cathy rather stiffly proffered her name in return.
the bedroom. That was when we heard someone mov“Well, Cathy, I hope you are headed somewhere nice. ing around downstairs .My dog Jason started barking
Although I don’t know why you would want to go
up a storm, and then the footsteps came up the stairs.
anywhere else when you live in such a lovely place. The door flew open, and a woman stood there who
I haven’t been back here for years, but it still ticks all turned out to be John’s next door neighbour. She
the boxes for me.”
pointed her finger at John, and shouted, “Got you.
“So you are visiting? And been here before?”
Everyone knows you have been carrying on. And
“Oh, good Lord, yes. I came to stay eleven years ago, here you are. Done for. Cathy won’t put up with this.”
visited a friend in Walford and enjoyed some glori- “And how did John react?”
ous days in June. I had a little fox terrier in those
“Oh, he was as white as a sheet. Terrified. I said, Oh
days, a bit of a lovable rascal, and I used to bring him come on John, let’s get out of here, grabbed the dog
to Brockley Meadow for a walk in the mornings. I
and ran off down the street, off to my car, dragging
love a dog, don’t you? You meet so many people
John along behind me. So that was how my bit of
when you have one along with you. Not everyone
summer fun turned into more of a disaster.”
finds it easy to strike up a conversation like we have, “What happened to you both afterwards?”
but give them a chance to talk about their pet and on “ I took him home with me. I had a small flat in Kidthey go for as long as you like. As a matter of fact, I derminster at that time. We tried to rub along in there,
met a former partner here in the meadow. He was
but it turns out that you don’t feel quite the same in
walking his collie, and my Jason got into a bit of a
close quarters as you do when you are having a secret
scrap with it, so we ended up spending some time
rendezvous in the summer woods. He wasn’t much of
together, calming things down. And that was that.
a fellow, bit of a yes man. I might have nagged at
Love at first sight.”
him a bit, told him he was a sorry excuse, that kind of
Cathy was now looking much more interested in
thing After a month he moved out. He wrote me a
what Jackie had to say. “Tell me how it went on,” she note saying sorry. Well, easy come, easy go I say.”
prompted.
Cathy smiled. “So that is why he wrote to me about
“Oh well, we arranged to meet up every morning for
six weeks after he left, begging to come home. I
the next few days so that we could sit and talk while know you didn’t mean to, but you turned my life
the dogs played. I would have liked to carry on, go
around. I have never been so happy as in the last ten
back to his place, but he was a bit wary of that. It
years. Being my own boss. Having the friends I
turned out, you see, that he had a wife. Obviously, it choose. It was the best day of my life when you took
made the situation rather awkward. You know how
John off my hands. There was no way I would
hard it is to do anything in a village without being
have had him back. “
noticed, let alone have a bit of private time together, “Well I never,” exclaimed Jackie. “You are
if you know what I mean.” Jackie chuckled, then
the wife! Good to meet you after all these
nudged her neighbour in the ribs. “But we found
years. My new friend for the day. You see, I
ways and means. Of course, we had to take the dogs told you. It always pays to talk to strangers.”
with us, which was a bit of a handicap, but they
would bark if anyone was coming so in a sense, they
were useful.”
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