
1 | P a g e  
 

LEINTWARDINE GROUP PARISH COUNCIL 
 

FULL COUNCIL MEETING 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of Leintwardine Group Parish Council meeting held in the 
Reading Room, High Street, Leintwardine on Thursday 4th February 2016 
commencing at 8:00pm. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Councillors Collins (Chair), Alker, Davidson, Evans, Gorbutt 
and Woolley and Vera-Sanso 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Ward Cllr Gandy and two members of the public. 
 
OFFICER PRESENT: Clerk to the Council. 
 
102/15 APOLOGIES  
 Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Kirby. Council noted that Mr 

Alker had resigned as he was moving from the Leintwardine to Ludlow. 
 
103/15 DECLARATION OF INTEREST 

There were no declarations of interest made.  
 
104/15 MINUTES  

It was proposed by Cllr Evans, seconded by Cllr Gorbutt and RESOLVED 
that the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on Thursday 7th January 2016 
be agreed and signed as a correct record. 

 
105/15 MATTERS ARISING 

There were no matters arising. 
 
106/15 PUBLIC OPEN SESSION  

There were no questions raised by those present. 
 
107/15 WARD COUNCILLOR 

The Parish Council NOTED the following report: 

 Cllr Gandy informed Council that Herefordshire Council would be setting 
its budget on 5th February 2016. Total increase would be 3.9% subject to 
agreement; 

 The Central Government settlement for Herefordshire Council was 
significantly lower than expected for 2016/17; 

 The Lengthsman Scheme was now closed to new applications; 

 The Rosemary Lane Public Inquiry was held over 3½ days with 35 
residents attending at the site visit. The Inspector carried out her duties 
thoroughly and the result would be known within 2-3 months. 

 
108/15 PARISH COUNCIL VACANCIES 

Council discussed the current vacancies on the Council. It was noted that 
Herefordshire Council Electoral Services had been informed of the 
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resignation of Mr Alker and information was awaited to publicise the casual 
vacancy. 
 
Council agreed to take the following action to try to encourage new 
Councillors: 

 Invite Lynda Wilcox to the Annual Parish Meeting to give a short 
presentation on becoming a parish councillor; 

 Place an article in Leintwardine Life inviting prospective Councillors to 
apply for co-option; 

 Promote the vacancies at the first Saturday on 2nd April 2016; 

 Cllr Collins would continue to approach potential candidates and 
publicise the vacancies. 

 
109/15 PARISH MATTERS 
 
(a) Leintwardine Life – Council noted that the new team had now taken over 

and a quotation had been accepted to print Leintwardine Life in colour. The 
cost quoted was less than the existing cost. Thanks were extended to the 
new team for taking on the responsibility of producing this publication. 

 
(b) Lengthsman Update – Council noted the update received regarding this 

Scheme. It was RESOLVED that it would submit an expression of interest to 
Herefordshire Council based on its 2015/16 submission.  

 
 Council noted that ditching work had been completed in the Parish by the 

Lengthsman. An inspection of the works and some of the issues 
encountered had taken place on Tuesday 2nd February 2016 and matters of 
concern had been logged by the Locality Steward. 

 
(c) Herefordshire Community Champions awards – Council noted that 

Herefordshire Council in partnership with Cargill had launched the 
Herefordshire Community Champions awards. Closing date for nominations 
was 14th March 2016 

 
110/15 BURIALS & CEMETERY MATTERS 

Council was informed that an enquiry had been received regarding the 
options available to erect a memorial for someone who had not been buried 
in the Cemetery. At present there were no facilities available but it was 
agreed to develop a series of options including the erection of a memorial 
wall, the creation of a memorial garden, allowing memorial benches and 
using the lychgate. 

 
111/15 HIGHWAY MATTERS 
 
(a) Speeding – 30 mph wheelie bin stickers had been received and distributed 

to help encourage motorists to reduce their speed. Feedback was awaited 
from Mr Connelly regarding potential action and enforcement. It was agreed 
to review options available to help calm the traffic including warning lights, 
signs and renewed road markings. 
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(b) Track between Park Lane & Kinton – Council was informed that a request 
had been received requesting that PROW Herefordshire designate this track 
as an official Bridleway.  

 
 It was noted that a reply had been received confirming that the track in 

question was not dedicated as highway but if it was considered appropriate a 
Modification Order could be submitted. However, this would need to be 
supported with appropriate evidence. 

 
112/15 PLANNING MATTERS 

 
(a) Planning – It was agreed to submit the following comment to Herefordshire 

Council: 
 

APPLICATION: P153724 
ADDRESS: Wetmore Farm, Wetmore, Onibury SY7 9BH 
DESCRIPTION: Proposed redevelopment of existing poultry site. Removal 

of five existing poultry units and the erection of three 

replacement (larger) poultry units, feed bins and 
associated development 

COMMENT: No objection 
 

APPLICATION: P153781 
ADDRESS: Blackbridge Cottage, Leintwardine SY7 0NA 
DESCRIPTION: Proposed internal changes and material changes to North 

elevation (Note: Application not required) 
COMMENT: Noted  

 

(b) Rosemary Lane Update – Council noted that Cllr Collins had previously 
distributed the comments submitted to the Inspector which were noted. The 
developer had produced a S106 agreement at the Inquiry as required by the 
original outline planning. Council thanked Cllr Collins for attending on its 
behalf. 

 
Concern was expressed that the process relating to the Inquiry had been 
undemocratic and it had proved difficult to submit representations that would 
be heard. The information provided prior to the Inquiry had been misleading 
and no information had been provided on the procedure. 

 
 (c) Neighbourhood Plan Update – Council noted that the consultation on the 

NDP finished on 30th January 2016. Approximately twenty representations 
had been received split equally between residents’ ands statutory agencies. 
The Steering Group would consider each comment individually and make 
any necessary changes to the draft Plan. The Steering Group would also 
complete the Consultation Statement and other documents required so that 
in due course the Plan can be submitted to Herefordshire Council. Further 
amendments may be required subject to the outcome of the Rosemary Lane 
appeal.  
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Thanks were extended to the Surgery, the Library and Griffiths Forecourt 
who had held copies of the draft Plan which had been available for residents 
to view and respond to.  
 
Council also noted that a Community Infrastructure List requested had been 
submitted and that a sum of £450.45 needed to be repaid to Groundwork UK 
as the NDP grant (Ref: NPG-01334) had been underspent. 

 
(d) Call for Sites – Council noted that the deadline for the Herefordshire call for 

sites for Gypsies and Travellers had been extended to Sunday 14 February 
2016.  

 
113/15 LEINTWARDINE CENTRE/LIBRARY 
 
(a) Green Space Funding Proposal – Council noted that an application had 

been submitted to Herefordshire Council to help improve the green space to 
the rear of the Community Centre. An additional £250 grant had also been 
applied for to purchase five-a-side goals and other sports equipment for the 
Leintwardine Youth Group. It was noted that the Funding Proposal was 
intended as a gardening project and had no connection with the aspiration to 
create a sports area at the rear of the Community Centre as listed in the 
Parish Plan. 

 
Council was informed that the Community Centre Committee was going to 
carry out a building survey on the vacated building to assess its structural 
integrity and identify the repairs required to bring it back into use. 

 
(b) Library Agreement – Council noted that the original library agreement had 

been amended. Following discussion it was agreed to amend the agreement 
and alter the word “Landlord” to Management Trustees”. It was noted that 
The Community Centre Committee was the Management Trustees and the 
Parish Council was the Custodian Trustees of the site and buildings. The 
Parish Council insurance details had been passed on to the Committee as 
requested. 

 
114/15 FINANCIAL MATTERS 
 
(a) Accounts Outstanding – It was proposed by Cllr Gorbutt, seconded by Cllr 

Evans and RESOLVED to receive the Financial Statement and pay all the 
outstanding invoices for January 2016 amounting to £ detailed in the table 
below. 

DATE PAYEE SERVICE REF NET VAT TOTAL 

04/02/2016 P A Russell Salary DD £291.04 £0.00 £291.04 

04/02/2016 HMRC Cumbernauld PAYE/NI DD £84.75 £0.00 £84.75 

04/02/2016 Groundwork UK NDP Grant repay 101956 £450.45 £0.00 £450.45 

04/02/2016 HALC Subs 2016 101957 £517.82 £103.57 £621.39 

04/02/2016 D C Gardening Services Lengthsman 101958 £1,480.00 £296.00 £1,776.00 

04/02/2016 Welsh Water Cemetery 101959 £36.80 £0.00 £36.80 

        £2,860.86 £399.57 £3,260.43 
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(b) Staff Matters – Council noted that Cllrs Collins, Evans and Woolley had 
carried out an appraisal on the Clerk. It was proposed that the Clerk’s salary 
be increased by one incremental point following successful completion of his 
six month probationary period and that his hours be increased from 8 hours 
per week to 10 hours per week. A Councillors Handbook would be 
developed with all the relevant Council policies contained therein. The matter 
would formally be considered by Council at its meeting on Thursday 3rd 
March 2016. 

 
(c) Smaller Councils Package – Council considered the Data Security and 

Transparency package being offered by MicroshadeVSM at a cost of £249 
per annum. This included the provision of a limited website.  

 
 Following discussion it was proposed by Cllr Evans, seconded by Cllr 

Woolley and RESOLVED to purchase the Smaller Council Package being 
offered by MicroshadeVSM at a cost of £249 per annum. 

 
115/15 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

Council noted that the next meeting of the Council would be held on 
Thursday 3rd March 2016 at 8pm in the Reading Room, High Street, 
Leintwardine. 

 
116/15 CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 

As certain items were expected to include the consideration of exempt 
information Council RESOLVED that, in accordance with Section 100A(4) of 
the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded during the 
discussion of the matters referred to in the items listed below, on the 
grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information, as 
defined in the respective paragraph of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Act, 
and the public interest in maintaining the exemption outweighs the public 
interest in disclosing the information. 

 
117/15 OPEN SPACES MAINTENANCE QUOTATIONS 

Council considered the two quotations received to carry out the open spaces 
maintenance contract for Leintwardine Group Parish Council for the next 
three years.  

 
Following discussion it was proposed by Cllr Woolley, seconded by Cllr 
Gorbutt and RESOLVED that the quotation submitted by D C Gardening 
Services be formally accepted. 

 
There being no other business the Chair thanked Members for their 
attendance and closed the meeting at 10:14pm. 

 
 
 
 
____________________________  ________________________ 
CHAIR:      DATE: 
 


