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LEINTWARDINE GROUP PARISH COUNCIL 
 

FULL COUNCIL MEETING 
 

Report from the Leintwardine Group Parish Council meeting held in the Reading 
Room, High Street, Leintwardine on Thursday 4th March 2016 commencing at 
8:00pm. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Councillors Collins (Chair) and Evans. 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Ward Cllr Gandy and six members of the public. 
 
OFFICER PRESENT: Clerk to the Council. 
 
Five apologies had been received from Cllrs Davidson (work), Gorbutt (illness), Kirby 
(illness), Woolley (personal) and Vera-Sanso (work). 
 
The meeting was inquorate so no Council business could be conducted. All business 
was deferred until the next Full Council meeting to be held on Thursday 7th April 
2016. 
 
REPORTS 
The following reports were presented updating those present on the various matters: 
 
TREE WARDEN SCHEME 
Jonathan Catling was seeking support from the Parish Council to nominate him as 
Leintwardine Tree Warden. He had recently attended a training course facilitated by 
the Tree Council. 
 
The role of a Parish Tree Warden was as follows: 

 Provide additional information and advice to property owners who wished to 
undertake various works to trees; 

 Recognize and record significant trees within the parish; 

 Develop walks and assist in planting schemes. 
 
No parish funds would be required and he would secure a page on the village 
website outlining the scheme. 
He declined the invitation to be co-opted onto the Parish Council due to time 
restraints and other commitments. 
Leintwardine Group Parish Council confirmed support and would seek ratification at 
its next meeting. 
 
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
Bob Judges presented the following update report: 

 The Steering Group considered all the responses to the consultation at the 
February meeting and decided whether or not changes were necessary to be 
made to the draft Plan. A schedule of the proposed changes has been prepared 
for further consideration by the Steering Group. 
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 The Rosemary Lane decision would have an effect on the draft plan and the 
ramifications would be considered as part of the Plan Review process especially 
with regard to the current housing site allocations; 

 It was confirmed that the outline development at Rosemary Lane would provide 
in excess of the required minimum housing development allocation for the area 
during the current Core Strategy period; 

 Advice received from Herefordshire Council suggested that there would not be a 
need to rerun the public consultation subject to it being made very clear in the 
Consultation Statement why the amendments had been made; 

 The Steering Group would be reviewing the conditions imposed by the Inspector 
the Rosemary Lane approval and would be taking cognizance of them when 
revising the draft plan.  

 
ROSEMARY LANE INQUIRY UPDATE 
Cllr Collins presented the following update following the Inspector’s decision to  
allow the appeal by the developers and therefore grant planning permission for 
residential development of up to 45 dwellings on the Land East of Rosemary. 
 
The appeal had been allowed subject to certain conditions which had been agreed 
as a Statement of Common Ground between the two contending parties.  
An additional condition, which had been suggested by the Appellant, was the 
requirement to include 40% affordable housing in the development. 
  
The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group will study the conditions that the Inspector 
has imposed and investigate how these conditions can be applied, via the 
neighbourhood plan, to control the development of the Land East of Rosemary.   
 
M Collins has written to the Customer Quality Team of the Planning Inspectorate  
to express his concern that the views of the Leintwardine Group Parish Council were 
not correctly represented at the Inquiry. The Decision Notice suggested that 
Leintwardine GPC had expressed a view that very little weight should be given to   
the emerging NDP. MC had refuted that suggestion. 
 
WARD CLLR GANDY REPORT 
 
Cllr Gandy had distributed a written report previously to all members. Items 
discussed included: 

 The Council tax increase by HC had been approved; 

 BBLP capital budget for resurfacing and dressing would be £1.6 million for 
2016/17; 

 Letchmore Lane would be resurfaced and 100m section of redressing would take 
place from Leintwardine High Street to the Craven Arms turn-off; 

 The 30mph sign had been repaired by the Locality Steward. It was agreed to 
report the 30mph sign by the Bridge which had been hit and twisted.; 

 It was suggested that an additional sign be included under the 40mph sign to  
the North of the village asking motorists to “Please drive slowly through the 
village”; 

 The Rotherwas bypass was expected to go ahead; 
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 BT had indicated that it had proved more difficult to provide rural broadband 
than first expected so current infrastructure would take longer to improve. 

 It was confirmed that Herefordshire Council would be writing to Central 
Government to request that the five year land supply requirement for all Core 
Strategies be reduced to three years. 

 
LEINTWARDINE CENTRE 
The following report was received: 

 A building survey was to be carried out on the recently to be vacated building at 
the back of the centre; 

 Some remedial works were required to ensure it remained in a reasonable state 
of repair and watertight; 

 It was confirmed that the building was structurally sound; 

 Its future use would be decided by the Management Committee; 

 Major refurbishment work would require grant funding and the building was not 
currently included in the Charity Scheme. 

 
OTHER MATTERS 
 
First World War Commemoration Home Front – This would be forwarded to the 
History Society. 
 
Burials and Cemetery Matters – Cllr Collins had drawn up a plan for a seating area 
and commemorative garden following the recent request received to provide a 
memorial. Cllr Collins agreed to discuss the proposal with the parishioner and report 
back to Council at its meeting in April 2016 
 
No objections were raised regarding the proposed planning applications received. 
 
Donations Received – Discussion was held regarding the donations received to fight 
the Rosemary Lane application. These had been ring fenced and a consultation 
would be held with parishioners as to the future use of the money. 
 
Outstanding accounts would be settled. 
 
Annual Parish Meeting Date – This needed to be agreed. It usually took place 
towards the end of May. 
 
Concern was expressed regarding the works being carried out to a residence in 
Tipton Lane which did not have planning permission. This would be followed up. 
 
The meeting closed at 9:35pm 
 
 


