
 

LEINTWARDINE GROUP PARISH COUNCIL 
 

FULL COUNCIL MEETING 
 
Minutes of the Meeting of Leintwardine Group Parish Council held at the Reading 
Room, High Street, Leintwardine, on Thursday 2nd June 2016 commencing at 
8:00pm. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Councillors Collins (Chair), Woolley (Vice Chair), Davidson, 
Edwards, Evans, Hopkinson and Kirby.  
 
ALSO PRESENT: Ward Cllr Gandy and six members of the public. 
 
OFFICER PRESENT: Clerk to the Council. 
 
24/16 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs Gorbutt and Vera-Sanso. 
 
25/16 DECLARATION OF INTEREST 

There were no Declarations of Interest made.  
 
26/16 MINUTES  

It was proposed by Cllr Evans, seconded by Cllr Edwards and RESOLVED 
that the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on Thursday 5th May 2016 be 
agreed and signed as a correct record. 
 
Council NOTED the draft Annual Parish Meeting minutes held on 12th May 
2016. 
 

27/16 MATTERS ARISING 
There were no matters arising. 

 
28/16 PUBLIC OPEN SESSION  

Council agreed to bring forward agenda item 11(b), Neighbourhood 
Development Plan (NDP) for discussion and decision. 
 
Mr Judges thanked all the members of the Steering Group for all their efforts 
and in particular Bill Bloxham. He also thanked those who had responded to 
the consultation. 
 
The NDP was commended to the Parish Council for endorsement prior to 
being submitted to Herefordshire Council for public consultation followed by 
Inspection and finally referendum. 
 
Council noted that three documents were yet to be finalized but the remaining 
documents had been distributed to all members for information. It was 
expected that the NDP would help control future development in Leintwardine. 
 
The following amendments were recommended: 



 

 Page 35, appendix one, third bullet point from the bottom of the page 
required amendment; 

 A clarification regarding the reference to buffer zones on page 13 was 
requested. 

 
It was proposed by Cllr Evans, seconded by Cllr Hopkinson and RESOLVED 
to endorse the Neighbourhood Development Plan. 
 
The Chair of the Parish council stated that the extent of Leintwardine Policies 
Map (formerly shown in Section 9 of the NDP) had been increased by 
extending the east boundary of the map to include Whitton and the north 
boundary of the map to include the village gateway sign. Because of the 
lateness of the change Section 9 of the submission would now be omitted and 
the map submitted as  a separate appendix. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Hopkinson, seconded by Cllr Edwards and 
RESOLVED to give delegated authority to the Chair of the Council to endorse 
the remaining documents prior to submission to Herefordshire Council for 
public consultation. 
 
The Parish Council formally recorded its appreciation to Mr Judges and the 
Steering Group for all the work they had carried out developing the NDP. 
 

29/16 WARD COUNCILLOR 
 The following report from Ward Councillor Gandy was received: 

 
Five Year Land Supply: There were still issues with the five year land supply 
in Herefordshire. The Council would be reporting on the current land supply in 
the near future. It was hoped that the Southern Link Road in Hereford would 
be approved soon which would make available significant additional 
development land. 
 
Neighbourhood Development Plans: The first NDP in Herefordshire was 
adopted by Herefordshire Council recently. 
 
Craven Arms Junction Resurfacing: Work should commence on 10th June 
2016. An additional patch with white lining would probably be included at the 
junction with Dark Lane to address the issues previously reported. 
 
Sandbags: Herefordshire Council would be providing parishes with 150 empty 
sandbags. Parish Councils would have to meet the cost of filling them with 
sand. BBLP can provide filled sandbags at a cost. AS from April 2017 no 
sandbags of any description will be provided by Herefordshire Council. 
 
Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs): There was a significant five year backlog of 
TROs in Herefordshire. These are currently being reviewed by Herefordshire 
Council to ensure they are all still relevant. In future potential TROs will 
receive an early suitability assessment. If they are judged suitable then they 
will require both Ward Councillor and Parish Council approval prior to being 
added to the list. If the Parish Council wishes to fast track the request then it 



 

will have to pay for it. Each one costs approximately £8,000 to process and 
implement. 
 

30/16 PARISH COUNCIL VACANCIES 
The Parish Council formally received Cllr Kirby’s resignation after 34 years of 
service. Council wished to record its thanks and appreciation to Cllr Kirby. 
 
It was noted that there were now six vacancies on the Parish Council. 
 

31/16 PARISH MATTERS 
 
(a) Leintwardine Life – The Parish Council noted that the new edition had now 

been printed and was ready for distribution. A request was made to continue 
producing the 16 page version. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Evans, seconded by Cllr Hopkinson and RESOLVED 
that a sum of £210.73 would be made available for each future edition to 
enable the Leintwardine Life editorial team to continue to produce the 16 page 
edition as long as the cost remained static. 

 
(b) Leintwardine Post Office – The Chair presented an update to the meeting. It 

had not proved viable for the Parish Council to take over the franchise. It had 
not proved possible to extend the mobile post office provision which was at 
present serving Wigmore to include time at Leintwardine. The van’s schedule 
was already full and the van was in any case operating out of Kington which 
was a different postal area. It had not proved possible to extend the mobile 
service from a laptop which at present operated in Clungunford and Bedstone. 
The person operating the system was not interested in taking on more work. 
Discussions were now taking place with Post Office Customer Services on 
how a part time service could be sustained in Leintwardine. Premises would 
need to be made available by the Parish and a salary and training would need 
to be provided by the Post Office. 

 
(c) Lengthsman Scheme Update – Council noted that Herefordshire Council 

had agreed to allow it into the Lengthsman and P3 scheme for 2016/17. 
 
 It was proposed by Cllr Evans, seconded by Cllr Woolley and RESOLVED 

that Leintwardine Group Parish Council would formally enter the 
P3/Lengthsman Scheme for 2016/17. 

 
(d) High Tree Lodge Combined Sewer – Council noted that the existing repair 

was of a temporary nature as the contractors had been unable to remove the 
damaged manhole cover from the drain. The matter was being pursued. 

 
(e) Appointment to Outside Bodies – It was proposed by Cllr Wolley, seconded 

by Cllr Evans and RESOLVED to ratify the following appointments: 

 Cllr Gorbutt – Council Liaison with Herefordshire Council’s Cultural 
Department on the Library and its future; 

 Cllr Hopkinson – Council Liaison with Herefordshire Council’s Highways 
Department on Public Rights of Way issues. 



 

32/16 BURIALS & CEMETERY MATTERS 
A site visit had been undertaken prior to the meeting to assess the issues in 
providing a DDA access. A number of options had been discussed and it was 
agreed that the Chair, Cllr Collins, would undertake an initial survey of the 
entrance. 
 
It was further agreed to renew the fencing around the cremation area to help 
quarantine the power cable that ran alongside and quotations would be 
obtained to carry out a structural survey of the Lych Gate as there were some 
concerns with large cracks appearing. 
 

 
33/16 HIGHWAY MATTERS 
 
(a) Speeding – Cllr Edwards provided an update following discussions with Ian 

Connolly.  
 
Wheatstone House was not suitable for the Police enforcement vehicles to 
use as in order to get sufficient visibility back into the village the unit would 
have to be placed very close to the edge of the road which is a safety concern 
for the operative using the equipment. The Police are unable to use private 
drives, even if the owner gives permission. There are a number of reasons, 
the main one being that there was always the chance of there being 
recriminations against the resident.  
 
Hand held enforcement was being considered. Police officers use the hand 
held LASER unit, so there is more flexibility as to where they stand to do 
enforcement. 
 
Before enforcement can commence Herefordshire Council would need to 
ensure that the speed limit signage in the village is correct. All of the legal 
orders were in place and correct, but there are some slight anomalies with the 
repeater signs which means that the speed limit cannot be legally enforced. 
Once this has been done enforcement will be carried out as and when it can 
be. 
 
It was further agreed to arrange signage for Jay Lane to discourage HGVs 
from using the road. 

 
34/16 PLANNING MATTERS 

 
(a) Planning – Council noted that no planning applications had been received 

from Herefordshire Council: 
 

(b) Neighbourhood Plan Update – This matter had already been considered 
under Minute 28/16. 

 

35/16 LEINTWARDINE CENTRE 
 The Parish Council noted that the proposed survey of the former Coracle 
workshop was to be undertaken in due course. 



 

36/16 FINANCIAL MATTERS 
 

(a) Accounts Outstanding and Financial Statement –  It was proposed by Cllr 
Evans, seconded by Cllr Hopkinson and RESOLVED to pay the outstanding 
accounts relating to June 2016 as follows: 

 

DATE PAYEE SERVICE CHQ NET VAT TOTAL 

02/06/2016 P A Russell Salary BACS £388.11 £0.00 £388.11 

02/06/2016 HMRC Cumbernauld PAYE/NI BACS £96.80 £0.00 £96.80 

02/06/2016 Alker Plumbing & Heating Cemetery Tap BACS £31.46 £6.29 £37.75 

02/06/2016 Shaw & Sons Ltd Burial Book BACS £98.23 £19.65 £117.88 

02/06/2016 Saxo Print L Life BACS £210.73 £0.00 £210.73 

02/06/2016 HALC Training BACS £30.00 £6.00 £36.00 

02/06/2016 Invision HP Laptop BACS £200.00 £40.00 £240.00 

02/06/2016 D C Gardening Services Lengthsman BACS £40.00 £8.00   

02/06/2016   Grass Cutting BACS £560.00 £112.00 £720.00 

02/06/2016 Cartridge World Printer BACS £78.23 £15.66 £93.89 

02/06/2016 P A Russell Clerk Expenses BACS £79.20 £0.00 £79.20 

        £1,812.76 £207.60 £2,020.36 

 
(b) Internal Auditor – It was agreed to approach Mr Duggan of JD Accounting 

Ltd initially to ask whether he would consider being appointed internal auditor 
for 2016/17. 

 
(c) Annual Accounts & Balance Sheet – It was proposed by Cllr Evans, 

seconded by Cllr Hopkinson and RESOLVED to adopt the annual accounts 
for 2015/16. 

 
(d) Annual Return – It was proposed by Cllr Evans, seconded by Cllr Hopkinson 

and RESOLVED to approve the 2015/16 Annual Return. The Internal Audit 
was carried out by JD Accountants Ltd. 

 
37/16 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

Council noted that the next meeting of the Council would be held on Thursday 
7th July 2016 at 8pm in the Reading Room, High Street, Leintwardine. 

  
There being no other business the Chair thanked Members for their 
attendance and closed the meeting at 9:25pm. 
 
 
 
 
____________________________  ________________________ 
CHAIR:      DATE: 
 


