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LEINTWARDINE GROUP PARISH COUNCIL 
 

FULL COUNCIL MEETING 
 
Minutes of the Meeting of Leintwardine Group Parish Council held at the Reading 
Room, High Street, Leintwardine, on Thursday 7th July 2016 commencing at 8:00pm. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Councillors Collins (Chair), Edwards, Evans, Hopkinson and 
Vera-Sanso. 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Ward Cllr Gandy and three members of the public. 
 
OFFICER PRESENT: Clerk to the Council. 
 
38/16 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs Davidson, Gorbutt and 
Woolley. 

 
39/16 DECLARATION OF INTEREST 

There were no Declarations of Interest made.  
 
40/16 MINUTES  

Council RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 
Thursday 2nd June 2016 be agreed and signed as a correct record. 
 

41/16 MATTERS ARISING 
There were no matters arising. 

 
42/16 PUBLIC OPEN SESSION  

Council agreed to bring forward agenda item 11(b), Neighbourhood 
Development Plan (NDP) for discussion. 
 
Council noted that a further grant to complete the NDP had been applied for 
but a decision was still outstanding. Once received all the documentation 
would be finalized and forwarded to the Clerk to submit to Herefordshire 
Council. 
 
Parking, Rosemary Lane – Council noted that an incident had occurred in 
Rosemary Lane resulting in the damage of a residents fence. The Chair had 
been in contact with Severn Trent regarding the possible use of the sewage 
works car park for Sun Inn customers to relieve the parking issues, and a 
reply was awaited. 
 

43/16 WARD COUNCILLOR 
 The following monthly report was received from Ward Councillor Gandy: 

 Cllr Gandy had attended a number of events at Wigmore School, Friends 
of the Old House, Hereford and the flag raising ceremony which had been 
part of Armed Forces week; 
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 Litter bins – This issue of overflowing bins was still an on-going issue and 
Cllr Gandy agreed to follow the matter up. It was noted that two operatives 
had now been assigned to the area by BBLP; 

 Weed Spraying – BBLP would only spray Japanese Knotweed and 
Ragwort. The Parish Council had undertaken spraying throughout the 
village recently via its Lengthsman; 

 The signage obscured by foliage has now been dealt with; 

 A request to relocate the bin located in the play area at The Criftins had 
been received; 

 The proposal to block off the steps was supported by the Parish Council; 

 It was noted that Border Group Parish Council was in the process of 
purchasing a Speed Indicator Device (SIDS) but a number of issues had 
were being experienced. Cllr Gandy would obtain further information and 
report back. However, there was a possibility that if a SIDS was 
purchased it could be hired the Leintwardine GPC in the future. 

 
Council RESOLVED to: 

 Obtain a quotation from the Lengthsman to relocate two bins. One at the 
Criftins play area to be moved to the play area entrance. One on the 
footpath adjacent to the Rosemary play area to be moved to the end of 
Wardens Lane. 

 Confirm that it did not wish to retain the steps leading from the High Street 
on to the main road, and would support them being blocked off by BBLP. 

 
44/16 PARISH COUNCIL VACANCIES 

Cllr Collins informed the meeting that he would continue to approach potential 
candidates and was currently focusing on securing representation for 
Downton and Burrington. 
 

45/16 PARISH MATTERS 
 
(a) Lengthsman Update – Council noted that the contract for 2016/17 had been 

received along with the Annual Plan updates for May 2016, together with 
other information relating to this year’s Annual Plan. The total budget for 
2016/17 was £3,175 for the P3 scheme and £3,264 for the Lengthsman 
Scheme. 

 
(b) Parish Council Website – Development of the simple, stand alone website 

facility, which would link to the community website, was currently being 
undertaken. Once it was completed the site would be published.  

 
A demonstration of the Citrix hosted service would be provided to Cllr Evans 
prior to the next Council meeting. 

 
46/16 BURIALS & CEMETERY MATTERS 

Cllr Collins had undertaken a survey of the entrance which had indicated a 
1:12 fall over an 8 metre length on the War Memorial side of the cemetery 
entrance. DDA requirement was a 1:15 fall. A further survey would be 
undertaken on the current entrance side and the results would be provided to 
Council at its next meeting. 
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47/16 HIGHWAY MATTERS 
 
(a) Highway Issues – Cllr Edwards provided an update on the following matters: 

 Speeding – A response had been received from BBLP, who had carried 
out a survey of the High Street. BBLP identified a problem with the 
repeater signs, which must not be used in a 30mph zone which had a 
system of street lighting. It had been confirmed that Leintwardine did have 
a system of street lighting in place. Therefore 4 of the 6 repeater 30mph 
signs would need to be removed. This was agreed; 

 Manhole on A4113 opposite Hightree Lodge. The combined sewer had 
still not been cleared despite an undertaking by Severn Trent to carry out 
further clearance works. Cllr Edwards would pursue this matter; 

 SID Request – Council noted the request to install a SID on the hill just 
before the surgery from the Patient Participation Group.  It was agreed to 
wait regarding a decision until Border Group had overcome the issues 
raised and an accurate cost estimate was available to provide a SID. The 
costs were expected to be in the region of £1,500 and it was agreed to 
contact the Surgery to see whether it would be willing to provide a 
contribution as the Parish Council had no current budget allocation; 

 Parking, Rosemary Lane – Council noted that a resident’s fence had been 
damaged by the foraging attachment of a passing tractor. Cones had now 
been erected in front of the house and a bollard would be installed by the 
resident in due course 

 

(b) PROW – The following report from Cllr Hopkinson was noted: 

 An application, with full supporting maps and documentation, had been 
submitted to register the lane at Park Lane/Kinton Lane as an official 
restricted byway. A decision was awaited; 

 The additional section of this unregistered route through the rope walk 
had not been pursued at this time as this had not been requested by 
parishioners and due to land ownership complications. However, this 
could be revisited in the future; 

 A number of issues had been identified regarding footpaths including 
unofficial diversions, obstructions and closures. It was confirmed that 
these should be reported directly to the Clerk who would pass it on to the 
relevant PROW Officers at Herefordshire Council; 

 Concern was expressed that footpath LX2 had now been closed for over 4 
years due to issues regarding the bridge. It was agreed to pursue this 
matter to find out whether the path could be reopened, as it was one of 
the most popular paths in the village. 

 
48/16 PLANNING MATTERS 

 
(a) Planning – It was noted that no planning applications had been received from 

Herefordshire Council. 
 

(b) Neighbourhood Plan Update – This matter had been dealt with under 
Minute 42/16 
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49/16 LEINTWARDINE CENTRE 
 Council noted the report from Councillor Gorbutt (submitted in her absence) 
that the Friends of Leintwardine Community Library FOLCL) AGM had been 
held, with fifteen people in attendance. FOLCL had fifty members, one less 
than last year, and although the library visits were slightly down, loans were 
up. This had been achieved through improving the offer by sorting the books 
out and obtaining new stock. Opening hours have been increased by 65% 
over the last year as well. Everyone was encouraged to complete the 
Herefordshire Council Library survey currently running. 
 
Councillor Vera-Sanso reported that now that Peter Faulkner (Coracle Maker) 
had vacated the workshop building. Leintwardine Centre Committee would be 
proceeding with the structural survey.   
 

50/16 FINANCIAL MATTERS 
 

(a) Accounts Outstanding and Financial Statement – It was proposed by Cllr 
Evans, seconded by Cllr Hopkinson and RESOLVED to pay the outstanding 
accounts relating to July 2016 as follows: 

 

DATE PAYEE SERVICE NET VAT TOTAL 

07/07/2016 Groundwork Grant Repay £365.80 £0.00 £365.80 

07/07/2016 P A Russell Salary £388.11 £0.00 £388.11 

07/07/2016 HMRC Cumbernauld PAYE/NI £96.80 £0.00 £96.80 

07/07/2016 Greens Solicitors Land Search £10.00 £0.00 £10.00 

07/07/2016 Leintwardine VH&CC Rent June 16 £45.00 £0.00   

    NDP SG Meeting £10.00 £0.00   

    Electric £45.25 £2.26 £102.51 

07/07/2016 Microshade Business Consultants Ltd Website/Hosting £249.00 £49.80 £298.80 

07/07/2016 D C Gardening Services Lengthsman duties £435.00 £87.00   

    Grass Cutting £560.00 £112.00 £1,194.00 

      £2,204.96 £251.06 £2,456.02 

 
The following additional accounts were agreed: 

DATE PAYEE SERVICE NET VAT TOTAL 

07/07/2016 Leintwardine VH&CC Rent July 2016 £30.00 £0.00 £30.00 

  Library Rent £187.50 £0.00 £187.50 

07/07/2016 Cllr Collins Chairs Allow £37.00 £0.00 £37.00 

   £254.50 £0.00 £254.50 

 
(b) Internal Auditor – It was proposed by Cllr Evans, seconded by Cllr 

Hopkinson and RESOLVED to appoint Mr Duggan as the Parish Council’s 
internal auditor for 2016/17. 

 
(c) Annual Return – Council noted that Grant Thornton had confirmed safe 

receipt. 
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51/16 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
Council noted that the next meeting of the Council would be held on Thursday 
1st September 2016 at 8pm in the Reading Room, High Street, Leintwardine. 
There would be no meeting in August 2016. 
 

52/16 CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 
As certain items were expected to include the consideration of exempt 
information Full Council RESOLVED that, in accordance with Section 100A(4) 
of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded during the 
discussion of the matters referred to in the items listed below, on the grounds 
that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information, as defined in the 
respective paragraph of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Act, and the public 
interest in maintaining the exemption outweighs the public interest in 
disclosing the information. 
 

(a) Post Office – Council noted that the provision of a mobile Post Office option 
was currently being pursued and a further update would be provided at the 
meeting on 1st September 2016. 

 
There being no other business the Chair thanked Members for their 
attendance and closed the meeting at 9:50pm. 
 
 
 
 
____________________________  ________________________ 
CHAIR:      DATE: 
 


