
 

 

 

 

LEINTWARDINE GROUP PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of a meeting held on Thursday 1st February 2018 at 7.30 pm in 

The Reading Room, High Street, Leintwardine SY7 0LB 

 

Present 

Councillors Michael Collins (Chairman), James Davidson, John Evans, Emma Gorbutt, Jonathan 

Hopkinson, Cheryl Woolley. 

 

In attendance  

Lynda Wilcox (HALC) … Acting Clerk.  Ward Councillor Carole Gandy.  Four local residents. 

 

1. Proper Officer 

Following the resignation of Paul Russell as clerk to the council, it was RESOLVED to access 

clerk cover from HALC (Herefordshire Association of Local Councils) at a cost of £150 per 

meeting plus mileage until a new clerk was appointed. 

  

2. Apologies for absence … The resignation of Jonathan Catling was noted. 

 

3. Declarations of Interest 

3.1 Emma Gorbutt declared a DPI (Disclosable Pecuniary Interest) in agenda item 8c 

(minute 8.3 below) and signed accordingly. 

 

4. Minutes of the previous meeting held on 11th January 2018 

4.1 The minutes were agreed as a true record and signed by the chairman, following an 

amendment to record the resignation of Nigel Offer. 

 

5. Matters arising from the minutes 

5.1 No items were raised and the Acting Clerk advised that this item was no longer 

considered appropriate for parish council agendas because of the danger of councillors 

making a decision without proper notice. 

 

6. Public Open Session 

6.1 A query on where to seek compensation for damage to cars from potholes was 

answered by the Ward Councillor. 

6.2 In response to a request that the roots of the Ivy bush removed from the front of 

Leintwardine House should be poisoned, the chairman confirmed that this would be 

undertaken within the £150 fee. 

 

7. Herefordshire Ward Councillor 

Carole Gandy referred to her previously circulated monthly report and commented: 

7.1 No response had yet been received from Balfour Beatty concerning the pothole queries. 
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7.2 The £5.5m agreed settlement from Amey (with a further £1m in the pipeline) would 

be invested in capital and revenue road maintenance, possibly on some of the B and C 

roads in Mortimer Ward. 

7.3 The horse-riding signs would be pursued. 

7.4 A meeting had been held with the Head Teacher of Leintwardine School concerning 

League Tables. 

7.5 A consultation on libraries was underway.  It was agreed that Emma Gorbutt would 

draft some comments for circulation to parish councillors prior to responding to the 

consultation on behalf of the parish council. 

 

8. Environmental Issues 

8.1 Safer High Street Plan … The chairman commented that identified issues were being 

progressed.  Consent was awaited from Balfour Beatty as to the proposed relocation of 

the gateway signs.  

8.2 P3/PROW Update … Jonathan Hopkinson reported: 

8.2.1 Commencement of two circular walk brochures. 

8.2.2 The footpath from Heath House to Jay Lane was now closed due to the loss of a 

bridge.  Discussion was underway with other parish councils concerning the 

provision of a more robust bridge which would be acceptable to Balfour Beatty. 

8.2.3 A response was awaited from the landowner in relation to proposals to replace a 

stile with a gate on footpath LX6. 

 

In accordance with her declaration under agenda item 3, Emma Gorbutt left the room. 

 

8.3 Highway Issues … The chairman reported: 

8.3.1 Flooding continued in the village due to a series of blockages in the combined 

sewer flowing from Hightrees into Dark Land and down Watling Street.  

8.3.2 The chairman would be liaising with Severn Trent on flooding issues and it was 

suggested that they might be invited to the Annual Parish Meeting (date yet to be 

agreed) to update on their progress with flooding issues. 

8.3.3 Blocked gullies were causing a flooding problem at the junction of Dark Lane and 

the High Street. The Chairman had met with BBLP Locality Steward and BBLP 

Drainage Representative and together they had inspected the verge drain in front of 

Wheatstone and identified the cause of the difficulty. Balfour Beatty would be 

clearing the blockages and proposing further measures to prevent a recurrence of 

the roads flooding in this area. 

 

Emma Gorbutt returned to the room and resumed her place at the meeting. 

 

8.4 Notice Board Replacements 

8.4.1 The quotations had not yet been received and it was therefore RESOLVED that the 

item be discussed at the next meeting. 
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9. Planning Matters 

9.1 Members RESOLVED to support the following planning application which would be 

determined by Herefordshire Council: 180199 Kestrel Cottage, 20 Watling Street.  

Beech Tree-crown lift by 5m and crown thin by 15%-20%. 

9.2 Rosemary Fields … It was noted that pre-application discussions were taking place on 

the proposed 45 houses between the developer and Herefordshire Council’s planning 

department. The condition of Rosemary Lane remained an issue. 

 

10.  Parish Matters 

10.1 Recycling Centre at Rosemary Lane … The chairman was awaiting a response from 

Capita concerning the parish council’s offer to rent the land. 

10.2 Land at Paytoe Lane … The chairman would contact the owner of the football field. 

10.3 Salt Bins 

10.3.1 It was RESOLVED to purchase a grit bin for Dark Lane. 

10.3.2 It was noted that Herefordshire Council would only grit main roads, not the C and 

U roads and pavements within the village. 

10.3.3 The acting clerk commented that insurance advice to parish councils was to 

provide grit bins for the use of motorists and/or pedestrians. 

10.4 Vacancies … Parish councillors were encouraging local residents to come forward to 

fill the current vacancies. 

 

11. Financial Matters 

11.1 Members considered the financial statement and RESOLVED to pay the following 

outstanding invoices: 

DATE  PAYEE  SERVICE  Cheq/BACS NET  VAT  TOTAL 

01/02/2018 Alan Jones  Tree Surgery BACS £150.00 Nil £150.00 

01/02/2018 Welsh Water Cemetery Supply BACS £18.36 Nil £18.36  

01/02/2018 Sentinel Alarms  Maintenance RR BACS £62.84 £12.56 £75.40 

 

11.2 Data Protection … It was noted that the new regulations would be in force from 25th 

May.  HALC would be supplying member parish councils with a suite of model policies 

for consideration/amendment and publication on the website.  HALC would also 

enable its members to access the services of a qualified DPO (Data Protection Officer). 

 

12. Burials and Cemetery Matters … There had been no burials. 

 

13. Leintwardine Centre 

13.1 It was noted that the Leintwardine Parish Council had retrieved files from Leominster 

Town Hall. These were now stored in the Leintwardine Centre complex. 

 

14. Date of next meeting … Thursday 1st March 2018 at 7.30 pm in the Reading Room. 

 

 

SIGNED ……………………………………     DATE ………………………………… 


