
 

 

Website Address: http://www.leintwardine.info 

LEINTWARDINE GROUP PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of a meeting held on Thursday 5th April 2018 at 7.30 pm in 

The Reading Room, High Street, Leintwardine SY7 0LB 

Present 

Councillors Michael Collins (Chair), Cheryl Woolley (Vice Chair), Emma Gorbutt, Jonathan Hopkinson and 

James Davidson (with apologies for lateness). 

 

In attendance   Nine local residents, Mortimer Ward Councillor Carole Gandy and Acting PC Clerk Helen 

Tinson (on behalf of HALC). 

 

Until the arrival of Cllr Davidson, the Parish Council was inquorate and with the permission of the meeting the 

Chairman varied the order of the agenda to receive Ward Councillor report and representations from 

members of the public during Open Session. 

 

1. Public Open Session 

 

1.1      Ward Councillor Report 

1.1.1  Ward Councillor Carole Gandy thanked members of the Parish Council, local residents and 

farmers for their hard work in clearing the snow last month.   

1.1.2 It was reported that an additional £1.25 million would be added to the current pothole 

budget; during the last financial year 23 miles of roads have been resurfaced and 41 miles 

surface dressed from a total of 2000 miles within the county.  Balfour Beatty have recruited 

three new Locality Stewards to fill vacancies across the county.  

1.1.3 An accident at Jolly Frog was reported, police advised no other reported accidents at that site 

though Simon Hobbs is producing a report on accidents resulting in minor injuries at Fiddlers 

Elbow. 

1.1.4 The meeting was notified of grants available from the War Memorial Trust of up to 75% for 

repair and conservation works. 

1.1.5 The Parish Council were asked for an update on the progress of an equine sign requested by a 

local resident.  It was RESOLVED that the Chairman will submit a formal request to Balfour 

Beatty for the provision of the sign and the Ward Councillor will reply to the resident. 

 

1.2 Representations from Public 

1.2.1 A local resident enquired about construction works at the surgery that appear to have halted.  

The Chairman had spoken to the site foreman and reported that the Company has closed its 

Affordable Housing Division but he was advised that the road is to be tarmacked following 

works to water mains.  It was RESOLVED that this item be added to the May agenda for 

further discussion. 

1.2.2 A local resident noted that heavy traffic and adverse winter weather have caused issue with 

mud in the gutters and pavements and requested the Parish Council intervene to encourage a 

visit from Herefordshire Council road sweeping team.   

1.2.3 A local resident reported the loss of a local bus service and timing issues with the remaining 

buses which prevent residents accessing Leominster.  He welcomed news that Herefordshire 



 

 

Council are appointing a Rural Transport Manager.  Ward Councillor Gandy offered to 

address the timetable issues with Herefordshire Council. 

1.2.4 A local resident raised concerns about Balfour Beatty’s current procedure for fixing potholes.  

Ward Councillor Gandy explained the procedure currently being trialled for Velocity 

Patching Repair and the Chairman confirmed he will feed the residents views back to Balfour 

Beatty at the forthcoming briefing. 

1.2.5 A local resident raised concerns about the current Parish Clerk vacancy, recommending a 

qualified Clerk is recruited and was reassured that there is an employment process in place 

being undertaken by HALC. 

1.2.6 A local resident raised concerns about the Parish Council website, in particular timing issues 

of publishing agendas and minutes.  He was assured that the Parish Council take their legal 

obligations seriously and it was RESOLVED that the issue be addressed at the next meeting to 

provide clarity on the legal requirements to publicise Parish Council meetings.  It was noted 

by Ward Councillor Gandy that there had been a number of recent Councillor resignations 

resulting in several vacancies and appealing for any resident to come forward if they felt they 

could serve on the Parish Council. 

 

Cllr Davidson arrived during this session and the Chairman returned the meeting to the order of the agenda. 

  

 

2. To consider the co-option of Jessica Cremer as a Parish Councillor 

Ms. Cremer left the room whilst the Chairman gave a brief summary of her application which was 

unanimously approved.  Ms. Cremer returned to the room and was congratulated on her 

appointment.   

 

3. Apologies for absence:   Councillor John Evans 

  

4. Declarations of Interest:  Cllr Emma Gorbutt declared a non-pecuniary interest in agenda item 

10.3.2 

 

5. Minutes of the previous meeting held on 1st March 2018 

An amendment was made to item 9.2 to note that works had been started rather than nearing 

completion, and were then agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.  

 

6. Financial Matters 

6.1 The financial statement was reviewed on the overhead projector and showed a current balance 

of £28,478.37 at 31.3.18.  It was RESOLVED to pay the following outstanding invoices: 

6.1.1 HALC, 2018/2019 Subscription, £547.31 

6.1.2 HALC, Administration Cover, £172.95 

6.1.3 HALC, GDPR Training Courses, £60.00 

6.1.4 D. Campbell, P3 Gates and Finger Posts, £651.75 

6.1.5 D. Campbell, Empty Rubbish Bin, £15.00 

6.1.6 Leintwardine VH and CC, Rent Meetings Nov-Mar, £75.00 

6.1.7 Leintwardine VH and CC, Library, £187.50 

6.1.8 HCC, Waste Bin Cemetery, £91.00 



 

 

6.2 Quotations were considered for two noticeboards in Downton and Burrington noting the 

Parish Council currently has no representation from either village.  It was unanimously 

RESOLVED to accept a quotation of £139.89 (including VAT) to repair the existing 

noticeboard in Downton and to accept a quotation of £430.62 (including VAT) to construct 

and erect a new noticeboard in Burrington to the same size and style. 

 

7. General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) 

7.1 It was reported that Herefordshire Council are offering a training session for Parish Councils 

on GDPR on 10th April and it was RESOLVED that Cllr Hopkinson excuse himself from the 

Balfour Beatty Briefing to attend the GDPR training.  Cllr Collins will attend the Balfour 

Beatty briefing. 

 

8. Planning 

8.1 To consider proposed engineering works at 6 High Street, Leintwardine: a query had been 

raised as to whether planning permission was required for works that had started to construct 

a perceived parking bay.  It was reported that in fact the works are to construct an area for 

tables and chairs for the café and not vehicle parking and therefore planning permission is not 

required. 

8.2 Application P180644/L: Court House, 1 Church Street, Leintwardine. Proposed installation 

of internal floor lift to benefit disabled person: it was RESOLVED to submit comment “No 

Objection”. 

8.3 Application P180811: 1 Watling Street, Leintwardine. Demolish utility building to replace 

with garage and loft.  It was RESOLVED to submit comment “No Objection”. 

 

9. Lengthsman 

9.1 It was reported that Cllr Collins had spoken to the Parish Council’s Insurance Company to 

clarify the position over pothole repairs.  It was confirmed that any accident or injury as a 

result of pothole repairs would be covered by the Contractors’ own Liability Insurance and it 

was confirmed to the meeting that a copy of the insurance was held on file.  A renewal date of 

February 2019 was noted and it was suggested that this be logged to ensure LGPC have sight 

of the renewal at the appropriate time. 

9.2 A discussion took place on whether to continue with pothole repairs and it was RESOLVED 

that this decision should be postponed until the May meeting following the Balfour Beatty 

briefing. 

 

10. Environmental and Open Spaces/Green Areas 

10.1 Safer High Street Plan:  It was reported that moving the 30mph speed limit sign has been 

agreed in principle and now needs to go through a consultation period with BBLP and 

Herefordshire Council.  It was noted that BBLP need to approve the location of the gates and 

investigate utilities under the verge and it was RESOLVED that Cllrs Collins and Hopkinson 

design the Gateway sign and submit to BBLP for approval.  The meeting was advised of an 

alternative company, Jaks, that has provided gateways in the County and is approved by 

Balfour Beatty. 

10.2 P3/PROW Report:  A report was received to note three marker posts have been erected near 

Stormer Hall, and a large one on BG6 on the slope leading down to a stream between 

Burrington Hays and Bringewood Road.  The top is painted white and is therefore more 



 

 

visible.  It was also reported that work is ongoing to produce two guided walk leaflets and that 

LGPC has an existing licence for the Public Sector Mapping Agreement. This allows use of the 

ordnance service mapping data for a wide range of uses and training will be undertaken to 

interpret the data.  The remainder of the 2017/2018 budget has been used to purchase two 

new gates. 

10.3 HIGHWAY ISSUES: 

10.3.1 Cllr Collins will put together a report on the sewer flooding on Watling Street to include 

the number of blockages from these two sewers and the causes of the problems, and will 

investigate who this should be addressed to. It was understood that Balfour Beatty had 

undertaken gully clearance on two gullies on the day of the meeting, Cllr Collins will 

assess in daylight and continue to review any improvement thereafter. 

10.3.2 An update was received on the clearance of verge drain gullies in front of Wheatstone to 

note that the situation is much improved and drains are now working clear.  It was noted 

that approximately 15 wheelbarrows of mud had been shovelled from the roadway 

channel. Regular scheduled use of the gully sucker was recommended  to routinely clean 

the gullies.  Ward Councillor Gandy offered to liaise with Balfour Beatty accordingly. 

10.3.3 The drainage issue on Park Lane/Kinton Lane has been reported to Balfour Beatty but 

advised to be the landowner’s responsibility.  It was noted that Cllr Collins has arranged a 

meeting with the landowner and will propose options including  taking the verge drain to 

the lower field and connecting to the ditch. 

10.3.4 It was noted that a new grit bin has been provided in Dark Lane. 

10.4 RECYCLING CENTRE AT ROSEMARY LANE: no response from Capita to report. 

10.5 FOOTBALL FIELD AT PAYTOE LANE: it was reported that the landowner had been 

contacted to discuss future maintenance of the football field.  It was RESOLVED that Cllr 

Collins write to the landowner to request a response. 

10.6 VILLAGE GREEN: It was reported that the problem of litter and brash on the river bank has 

now been resolved. The branches have been cut back and the area opened up and now looks 

much tidier. 

10.7 CEMETERY:  It was noted that an inscription has been added to a memorial.  No burials 

recorded. 

 

A resolution was passed to exclude the public from the following confidential agenda item: 

 

11. To consider all aspects concerning the employment of a new clerk 

11.1   It was RESOLVED that Cllrs Collins and Hopkinson would attend the interviews with Lynda 

Wilcox of HALC on Friday 13th April. 

 

12. Date of next meeting:   

12.1 Annual Parish Meeting: Thursday 26th April 2018 at 7.30pm at the Community Centre, 

Leintwardine 

12.2 Annual Parish Council Meeting: Thursday 10th May 2018 at 7.30pm in the Reading Room 

Please note there will be no meeting on Thursday 3rd May. 

 

13. Matters arising for next meeting: 

13.1 To consider PC communication regarding construction works at the surgery 



 

 

13.2 To clarify legal requirements to publicise a Parish Council meeting and consider current 

procedures 

 

Meeting Closed at 9.52pm. 

 

 

 

SIGNED ……………………………………     DATE ………………………………… 


