
 

 

Website Address: http://www.leintwardine.info 

LEINTWARDINE GROUP PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 7th June 2018 at 7.30 pm in The Reading 

Room, High St., Leintwardine SY7 0LB 

 

Present 

Councillors Michael Collins (Chair), Cheryl Woolley (Vice Chair), Emma Gorbutt, Jonathan Hopkinson, James 

Davidson, Jessica Cremer, Nigel Offer and Denise Latham 

 

In attendance   Six local residents, Mortimer Ward Councillor Carole Gandy and Acting PC Clerk Helen Tinson 

(on behalf of HALC) 

 

1. Apologies for absence:   There were none.  

 

2. Declarations of Interest and Written Requests for Dispensation:  Cllr Denise Latham declared a 

non-pecuniary interest in agenda item 7.3: Old Downton Lodge; Cllr Emma Gorbutt declared a non-

pecuniary interest in agenda item 5.2.1 re Leintwardine Village Hall & Community Centre.  There were no 

written requests for dispensation. 

 

3. Open Session: 

3.1 Report from Bob Judges on Leintwardine Group Neighbourhood Development Plan 

It was noted that there have been no substantive changes to the evidence base which require changes 

to the policies in the plan.  However, revisions to the National Planning Policy Framework are 

expected to come into force at the end of 2018 which will lead to changes in Herefordshire’s Local 

Plan and it was proposed and RESOLVED that the NDP is reviewed accordingly in or around June 

2019.  It was noted that the plan included a number of actions to be pursued by Leintwardine 

Group Parish Council (Appendix 2 of the NDP, Appendix 1 of minutes) and it was further 

proposed and RESOLVED to schedule an assessment of the progress and priority of these actions as 

an agenda item for the July meeting. 

 

3.2 Ward Councillor Report 

3.2.1 Ward Councillor Gandy reported that the Locality Steward had stated that only potholes 

identified as Grade 1 had been repaired on the road by the surgery as they must be filled within 

24 hours. To meet the time criteria, other potholes around them cannot be repaired at the 

same time. It was noted that communication had been received congratulating Balfour Beatty 

Living Place (BBLP) on the standard of work carried out.in other areas of Mortimer Ward.  

3.2.2 The new Head Teacher at Leintwardine School is keen for the school to play a greater role in 

the community. 

3.2.3 Work carried out under the Enhanced Lengthsman Scheme cannot take place until Streetworks 

T1 and T2 training has been completed.  It was clarified that any claim would remain the 

responsibility of Herefordshire Council. 

3.2.4 BBLP will assess the resurfacing requirements of Whitton Lane once the additional funding has 

been received and submit costs to Herefordshire Council for approval. 



 

 

3.2.5 It was noted that Herefordshire Council have so far been unable to appoint a Rural Transport 

Co-ordinator. 

3.2.6 It was reported that the Parish Council may be asked to subsidise the number 498 bus in order 

to maintain the service but it will be looked at on review. 

3.2.7 Only one accident (from 2013) has been reported on the A4113 Lower Todding junction near 

the Jolly Frog public house and therefore BBLP do not currently consider this an area that 

requires attention. It was urged that all accidents that occur be reported to the Police to build 

an evidence base for future review.  It was noted that the Parish Council can put up a sign if an 

agreement is reached with BBLP and it was RESOLVED that the Safer High Street Plan 

working group have a look at signage options. 

3.2.8 Finally, it was noted that Border Group have found a company that provide a battery/solar 

powered Speed Intervention Device and report the data for Parish Councils. If fixed to a pole 

or tree on private land it would not need to achieve consent from BBLP and might provide 

speed information to assist with the TRO request. 

 

3.3 Representations from Public: 

3.3.1 A presentation was received from the ‘Save Mortimer Forest’ campaign group who provided 

information regarding the proposed Forest Holidays development at Mortimer Forest.  It was 

noted that a planning application has not yet been submitted and although the proposed 

development is outside the Parish, it was acknowledged that LGPC may be consulted and will 

consider accordingly at that time. 

 

4. To consider the Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 10th May 2018: 

It was RESOLVED to agree the minutes of the meeting of 10th May 2018 as a true record and the minutes 

were signed by the Chairman.  

 

5. Finance: 

5.1 Annual Audit Reports: 

5.1.1 The Internal Audit Report was presented and approved. 

5.1.2 The Annual Governance Statement was presented and approved and signed at the meeting by 

the Chairman, Cllr Mike Collins and Acting Clerk, Helen Tinson. 

5.1.3 The Annual Statement of Accounts was presented and approved and signed at the meeting by 

the Chairman, Cllr Mike Collins, and Vice Chairman, Cllr Cheryl Woolley, Acting RFO. 

 

5.2 It was RESOLVED to pay the following outstanding invoices: 

5.2.1 Leintwardine VH and CC, Rent Meetings, £70.00 

5.2.2 Easy DCH, Domain Hosting, $19.99  

5.2.2.1 It was noted that access to the back office of Easy DCH was currently unavailable but 

the renewal should be paid by 17 June or a fee of $149.99 becomes due if the domain is 

to be reactivated.  It was RESOLVED to pay and record the value in sterling on the day 

of payment. 

5.2.3 D. Campbell Gardening Services, Maintenance, £70.00 plus VAT 

5.2.4 D. Campbell, P3, £594.10 plus VAT 

 

5.3  

5.3.1 It was RESOLVED to pay Leintwardine VH and CC quarterly by standing order for the rental 

of the Library Room on behalf of Herefordshire Council and for the hire of the adjoining 



 

 

Meeting Room  for scheduled meetings by the Parish Council.  The treasurer of the 

Leintwardine VH and CC will be asked to contact Cllr Cheryl Woolley to arrange payment 

dates and values.  

5.3.2 A request by the youth group for financial support was discussed. It was noted that the 

Lionstock Festival had previously been a source of income and it was agreed that they be 

encouraged to source alternative sources of income for the future.  It was RESOLVED that the 

full amount of £800 be granted to cover room hire for a period of 12 months.  This will be split 

into two payments: £400 paid now and a further £400 in six months upon receipt of a progress 

report on future financing arrangements.  It was acknowledged that expenditure will fall under 

Section 137 spending, benefit relative to the value of the donation was considered acceptable. 

 

6. General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) Update: 

6.1 It was reported that no further information has been received since the last meeting.  The Privacy 

Statement needs adjusting and it was RESOLVED that the GDPR working group will meet during 

June and report back to the next meeting. 

 

7. Planning 

7.1 Land East of Rosemary Lane: It was reported that planning consultants Harris Lamb are now the 

main consultant for the development on land east of Rosemary Lane.  They have requested a 

meeting with the Parish Council who have advised that any meeting must be open to members of 

the public. A date for the meeting has yet to be set, pending a meeting between Harris Lamb and 

Herefordshire Council to agree an affordable housing proposal. It was RESOLVED to put a notice 

in ‘What’s On’ that a meeting is to be held and to ask residents to look out for the notice of the 

date of the meeting on the website and noticeboard. 

 

7.2 It was RESOLVED to approve the recommendation to review the NDP in June 2019 and to assess 

and update the action points detailed in Appendix 2 of the plan. 

 

Cllr Denise Latham left the room in accordance with her Declaration of Interest in the following agenda item (8.55pm) 

 

7.3 181043/181044: Old Downton Lodge, Old Downton Farm, Downton on the Rock, SY8 2HU: 

Proposed conversion of 3 outbuildings to self-contained holiday lets.  The response prepared by  

the Environment Working Group was noted as ‘approved subject to approved mitigation measures 

being applied’. The letter commenting on the drainage works  had been submitted  recently. . 

 

Cllr Denise Latham returned to the room (9.00pm) 

 

7.4 181558/FH & 181559/L: Court House, 1 Church Street, Leintwardine: Conversion of existing 

bedroom to a second floor bathroom and erection of lean to log store and summer house.  It was 

noted that the only elevation changes are to replace the garage door with glass doors but as the view 

will be obscured by gates the impact to the parish is negligible. It was RESOLVED to SUPPORT 

the application. 

 

7.5 181711/L: Downton Castle. Proposed remedial works to Hermit’s Cave and North Bank Cave and 

insertion of steel rods to Switch Back Tunnel.  It was noted that these were necessary remedial 

works to preserve the buildings.  It was RESOLVED to SUPPORT the application. 

 



 

 

8. Environmental Issues: 

8.1  

8.1.1 Safer High Street Plan:  It was reported that the design of the Gateway sign has not yet been 

finalised but the consultation document for the TRO has been issued.  Councillors were 

requested to give feedback to Cllr Mike Collins for submission of collective Parish Council 

comment. 

8.1.2 Update on Equine Signage:  Ward Cllr Gandy has a copy of the commissioning form and will 

forward to Cllr Collins for completion.  It was RESOLVED to complete and submit form 

before the next meeting. A form had also been submitted to Jonathan Hopkinson for use at 

Lower Todding. 

8.2 Lengthsman Scheme:  The Environmental Working Group met to discuss the merits of the 

Enhanced Lengthsman Scheme and concluded a recommendation not to proceed with the Enhanced 

Scheme.  It was RESOLVED that the Working Group will meet to revisit the annual maintenance 

plan and reallocate funds/grant to parts 2a-5 of the plan.  The Parish Paths Partnership (P3) and 

Parish Lengthsman Scheme documents were approved and signed.  It was noted that potholes are 

currently being identified for repair by BBLP as part of the additional funding. 

 

8.3 P3/PROW Report:  The assessment process for a controversial application to register a byway 

between Park Lane and Kinton Lane is underway and further being assessed by the county’s 

Definitive Map Modification Officer. The PROW team have repaired the bridge on footpath LX4 

near Heath House which has now reopened.  Paths have been cut on LX24, LX23 and requests to 

cut paths LX12 and LX13 have been made. The stile and gate on footpath BG2 have been assessed 

and a request has been made to improve gates on LX45a near Ford Bridge.  Works are to be 

assessed in Burrington and Downton shortly. 

 

8.4 Plough Meadow: It was reported that landscaping and drainage planning conditions relate to works 

within site and therefore any landscaping requirements adjacent to the site is a private matter 

between developer and land owner.  It was noted that the entrance to the culvert which passes 

under the road into Wheatstone Lodge needs making good and it was RESOLVED that Cllr Mike 

Collins send a letter to the developer to request remedial works and to ask for a timeline for 

completion of the pavement outside the surgery.  It was also noted that a ridge on the Roman Close 

side of the pavement outside the surgery is considered dangerous and Ward Cllr Gandy confirmed 

she would raise it with Herefordshire Council. 

 

8.5 Noticeboards:  It was noted that the boards for Burrington and Downton have been ordered and the 

contractor is due to begin installation week commencing 11th June.  The noticeboard with the 

double glass front sited outside the church was noted as requiring repair and it was RESOLVED to 

add this board to the maintenance schedule. 

 

8.6 Verge Drainage Park Lane and Kinton Lane: The scope of works has been agreed with the 

landowners and it was RESOLVED that Cllr Mike Collins prepare a schedule of works and obtain 

quotes. 

 

8.7 Recycling Centre at Rosemary Lane:  No action to report. 

 

8.8 Football Field at Paytoe Lane:  It was reported that the landowner is happy to allow continued use 

but if given back requires it cleared of all rubbish.  It was RESOLVED to discuss at the next 



 

 

meeting the possibility of holding an open meeting to ask members of the public whether they wish 

to retain use of the field. 

 

A resolution was passed to exclude the public from the following confidential agenda item: 

 

9. To receive an update concerning the employment of a new clerk and consider actions: 

9.1 It was reported that two new candidates have applied and interviews will be held week 

commencing 11th June. 

 

10. Date of next meeting:  Thursday 5th July 2018 

 

11. Matters arising for next meeting: 

11.1 To consider progress of Parish Council actions identified in NDP and prioritise 

11.2 To consider further actions re GDPR as recommended by Working Group 

11.3 To receive report and recommendations from GDPR Working Group. 

11.4 To consider an open meeting to discuss retention of Football Field at Paytoe Lane 

 

Meeting Closed at 9.40pm. 

 

 

SIGNED ……………………………………     DATE ………………………………… 


