
 

 

LEINTWARDINE GROUP PARISH COUNCIL 

Incorporating Leintwardine, Burrington and Downton 

Website: www.leintwardine.info 

 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 1st November 2018 at 

7.30 pm in The Reading Room, High Street, Leintwardine SY7 0LB 

 

Present 

Councillors Michael Collins (Chair), Cheryl Woolley, Jessica Cremer, James 

Davidson, Jonathan Hopkinson, William Huband, and Nigel Offer 

 

In attendance:   Councillor Carole Gandy (Herefordshire - Mortimer Ward), 5 local 

residents, Elizabeth Tingle (Clerk) 

 

ITEM  ACTION 

1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE   

 Apologies were received from Councillors Emma Gorbutt and Denise 
Latham 

 

2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST   

 No declarations of interest or written requests for dispensation were 
received. 

 

3  OPEN SESSION  

3.1 A member of the public wished to notify the authorities of items of 
value found among rubbish which had been fly-tipped locally. 
Arrangements were made for the items to be handed to the police. 
A member of the public also expressed their thanks to Herefordshire 
Council and LGPC for the road resurfacing works in Kinton/Whitton 
Lane. 

 
 
Clerk 

3.2 The Chair read out a brief update from Leominster Police Safer 
Neighbourhood Team. There had been an increase in shed/garage 
and outbuilding thefts in the surrounding area and residents were 
asked to look out for any suspicious people or vehicles and call the 
Police on 101 to report anything untoward. Crime prevention advice 
could be found at www.westmercia.pnn.police.uk. Police officers had 
been monitoring speeds through Leintwardine with a speed laser 
gun, and would continue to do this subject to road and weather 
conditions. Householders were being reminded to set timer switches 
on lights if away during the hours of darkness.  

 

3.3 A report was received from Herefordshire Ward Councillor Carole 
Gandy. The Herefordshire Parish Council Summit had been 
successful and another would take place on 24th January 2019.  
Parish councils in Mortimer Ward were represented at the Summit 
and found the opportunity to work with other parish councillors 
useful.  The Herefordshire Council Intelligence Team is able to 
provide parish councils with local demographic information. Balfour 
Beatty advised that by mid-November all grit bins should have been 
filled. Kinton/Whitton Lane had recently been resurfaced. Cllr Gandy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.westmercia.pnn.police.uk/


 

 

asked about progress to address concerns regarding overgrown 
vegetation on land off Rosemary Lane. The Chair explained that the 
Council was considering steps it could take before the vegetation 
starts to grow again in Spring.  

 
 
Clerk, 
MC 

4 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING   

 It was RESOLVED to agree the minutes of the meeting of 4th 
October 2018 as a true record and these were signed by the Chair. 

 

5 FINANCE  

5.1 The Clerk presented a monthly Financial Statement reconciled to the 
last monthly bank statement received. The Chair requested that for 
the next meeting the Financial Statement should include all 
approved transactions up to the meeting date. 

 
 
 

 
Clerk 

5.2 The final Report and Certificate for 2017/18 had been received from 
the External Auditor, PK Littlejohn LLP. It confirmed that the LGPC 
AGAR was in accordance with Proper Practices and showed no 
cause for concern that legislation and regulatory requirements had 
not been met, except that the answer to Section 1 Assertion 4 
should have been “No” because in 2016/17 LGPC had not left a 
period of one working day between the announcement of the period 
for the exercise of public rights and the commencement of that 
period, as required by Section 15(3) of the Local Audit and 
Accountability Act 2014.    

 

5.3 It was RESOLVED that the following payments were approved:  
 

Date Payee Service Net VAT Gross 

Oct 18 Clerk and HMRC As per Clerk’s contract 503.10 0.00 503.10 

28/9/18 PKF Littlejohn AGAR external audit 200.00 40.00 240.00 

30/9/18 DC Gardening Services Lengthsman – September 2018 915.00 183.00 1098.00 

30/9/18 DC Gardening Services Grounds Maintenance – Sept 
2018 

594.10 118.82 712.92 

04/10/18 B Grice Domain name 18.68 0.00 18.68 

2/10/18 DC Gardening Services Lengthsman – October 2018 70.00 14.00 84.00 

24/10/18 DC Gardening Services Grounds Maintenance – Oct 2018 594.10 118.82 712.92 

TOTAL   2894.98 474.64 3369.62 

 

6 PLANNING  

6.1 Planning consultation 183599 - Land off Rosemary Lane, 
Leintwardine: Following a lengthy discussion, it was RESOLVED 
that a request should be made to Herefordshire Council to reject the 
application to remove Condition 12 and substitute a requirement to 
provide Discounted for Sale Dwellings, because: a) there was 
insufficient evidence in the application to support the assertion that 
no Registered Social Landlord or other housing management 
provider could be found; b) Discounted for Sale Dwellings would not 
be affordable for local people due to lower than average local wages 
and higher than average local house prices; c) without local 
management arrangements problems with regulation of the 
affordable housing provision were likely to arise; d) the Applicant 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

was seeking to remove the requirement for the affordable housing 
arrangements to be approved before development commenced.    

 
Clerk 

6.2 Open Spaces Working Group: Information about outdoor exercise 
equipment for adults was being gathered and evaluated. 

 

7 ELECTORAL MATTERS  

7.1 Parish recharge costs for Thursday 2 May 2019 and By-
elections: Herefordshire Electoral Services Office had provided an 
estimate of the costs for the elections on 2 May 2019 and 
beyond. Herefordshire Council’s policy is to recharge parish councils 
for parish election costs, and the estimated figures were expected to 
be used for setting parish precepts. Allowances also had to be made 
for any by-elections that might occur in 2019. Elections are run for 
each individual parish, and costs are based on the electorate in each 
parish, so group parish councils must budget for the total cost. On 
the basis of the figures provided, it was noted that LGPC would need 
to budget for up to £7,700 to cover elections in 2019 and the 
eventuality of an election occurring in each parish in the following 
year. 

 

7.2 Casual Vacancies: The Herefordshire Electoral Office records had 
been updated, and notices had been posted for vacancies arising 
from the resignations of Cllrs Catling, Edwards and Offer, Cllr Offer 
having been re-co-opted to a different seat on the Council since his 
resignation. 

 

8 LEINTWARDINE CENTRE COMMITTEE  

8.1 Update on request for a loan: The Clerk had written to the VH&CC 
Committee requesting provision of various documents and 
information, and progress would be considered once these had been 
received. 

 
MC, CW, 
WH, 
Clerk 

8.2 Update on proposals to relocate library: A meeting had taken 
place on 26 October 2018 between representatives of the VH&CC 
Committee and the Finance Working Group to discuss the VH&CC 
Committee’s proposals for LGPC to vacate the Reading Rooms in 
order for the library to move into the larger room, and for the smaller 
room to be let out. LGPC currently meets the costs of rent and 
electricity for the library. The VH&CC Committee was also reviewing 
rent charges. Discussions between LGPC and the VH&CC 
Committee were ongoing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
MC, CW, 
WH, 
Clerk 

9 ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES  

9.1 Road Safety:   

9.1.1 Cllr Collins reported that the TRO proposals had been approved in 
May 2018. The recent accident at the junction with the Craven Arms 
Road highlighted the need for the Scheme to be implemented 
urgently. Cllr Collins would follow up on progress with 
implementation. 
Cllr Collins also reported that the resident requesting “horses” 
warning signs was now seeking 4 signs rather than 2 and was willing 
to contribute to the cost of these. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MC 

9.2 Lengthsman Scheme:  

9.2.1 It was agreed that the Environmental Working Group would meet to 
consider further action to address the issues regarding gully 

MC, NO, 
JH, DL, 



 

 

emptying in built up areas. Clerk 

9.3 Highway  Issues:  

9.3.1 Balfour Beatty had recently filled salt bins locally, including some 
damaged salt bins which LGPC had been reported to Balfour Beatty 
as requiring replacement or repair. There were concerns that the salt 
would not be kept dry. Cllr Davidson gave an update on LGPC’s salt 
reserves. It was agreed that a meeting should be requested between 
the Environmental Working Group and the Balfour Beatty locality 
steward to discuss salt bins and to ascertain the best way for LGPC 
to communicate highways issues to Balfour Beatty. 

 
 
 
 
 
MC, NO, 
JH, DL, 
Clerk 

9.3.2 Resurfacing works had taken place in Kinton Lane/Whitton Lane.  

9.3.3 Cllr Collins reported that he would be preparing a schedule of works 
in order for LGPC to seek invitations to tender for drainage works at 
Park Lane/Kinton Lane. 

 
MC, 
Clerk 

9.4 P3/PROW: A report was received from Cllr Hopkinson. Footpath 
BG10 and linking paths in Leinthall Starkes and Wigmore and 
Footpath BG6 between Castle Bridge and Barrington had been 
cleared during October. Footpath BG1 towards Elton had not flooded 
despite recent high water. The Lengthsman was costing gate 
replacements for Downton and Burrington, subject to the remaining 
P3/PROW budget. Places where marker posts would be helpful had 
also been identified if the budget allowed. The Clerk was asked to 
confirm the remaining uncommitted balance in this year’s P3/PROW 
budget. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk, JH 

9.5 Grounds Maintenance And Protected Open Spaces:  

9.5.1 The Clerk was making ongoing enquiries regarding covenants and 
signage on the river bank adjacent to the Village Green. 

 

Clerk 

9.6 Plough Meadow: Cllr Collins reported that the landowners were 
continuing to discuss drainage issues. A question was raised as to 

whether the issues were Council or private matters. Cllr Collins explained 
that there had been longstanding concerns that the Plough Meadow 
development could have an adverse effect on the highway or adjacent 
properties as a consequence of storm water flowing off the site. Cllr Collins 
had continued his involvement due to his expertise in drainage 
engineering. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

9.7 Football Field at Paytoe Lane: The landowner had requested that 
the Council cleared the land if it was no longer to be used by the 
public. Cllr Offer was awaiting responses to his enquiries about 
costs. It was RESOLVED that a public meeting would be arranged 
for 21 February 2019 to consult local residents as to future use of 
the site for recreation.   

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk, NO 

10 CEMETERY MATTERS  

10.1 Burials and memorial applications: A matter was discussed in the 
Confidential Session at the end of the meeting. 

 

10.2 Membership of ICCM: The Clerk reported that HALC did not 
provide support for clerks on cemetery matters but the SLCC, of 
which the Clerk had obtained membership at her own expense, 
provided information relevant to the management of small parish 
cemeteries which she could make use of in a personal capacity if 
LGPC was not a member of the ICCM. 

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 



 

 

11 GDPR: The Clerk confirmed that Parish Councils are statutorily 
exempt from the requirement to have a Data Protection Officer. 

 

12 CORRESPONDENCE: The Clerk circulated an information sheet 
including details of correspondence received since the last meeting. 

 

13 TRAINING: The HALC training course leaflet had been circulated. 
Councillors had identified the following courses as beneficial to the 
Council and attendance was approved as follows: 
Cllr Hopkinson – Website Security – 8/11/18 
Cllrs Offer, Huband – Duties and Responsibilities of a Councillor – 
19/11/18 
Cllr Woolley – Meeting Auditor Deadlines – 28/11/18   

 

14 EVENTS  

14.1 Parish Council Summit: No representative from LGPC was able to 
attend the recent summit, but a further Summit is to be held on 24 
January 2019. 

 

14.2 Clerks and Chairs meeting: The draft Minutes of the meeting held 
on 9 October 2018 were noted. 

 

15 DATE OF NEXT MEETING: 6th December 2018  

16 It was RESOLVED that the public would be excluded from the 
remainder of the meeting as publicity would prejudice the public 
interest by virtue of the personal nature of the following Item.   

 

17 CLOSED SESSION: Discussion of a request by a member of the 
public concerning Cemetery fees for residents and non-residents. It 
was RESOLVED that the currently agreed scheme for Cemetery 
Fees must be applied at the present time but that the scheme should 
be subject to further review. 

 

 Meeting closed at 10pm.  

 

 

Signed [M Collins] …….  Dated[6 December 2018]…………. 

 

 

 


