
 

 

LEINTWARDINE GROUP PARISH COUNCIL 

Incorporating Leintwardine, Burrington and Downton 

Website: www.leintwardine.info 

 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 6th December 2018 at 

7.30 pm in The Reading Room, High Street, Leintwardine SY7 0LB 

 

Present 

Councillors Michael Collins (Chair), Cheryl Woolley, James Davidson, Emma 

Gorbutt, Jonathan Hopkinson, William Huband and Denise Latham 

 

In attendance:  3 local residents and Elizabeth Tingle (Clerk). Councillor Carole 

Gandy sent her apologies. 

 

ITEM  ACTION 

1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE   

 Apologies from Councillors Jessica Cremer and Nigel Offer were 
received and accepted. Members voiced their congratulations to Cllr 
Cremer on the arrival of her new baby. 

 

2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST   

 Councillor Emma Gorbutt declared an interest in Items 7.1 and 7.2, 
as Chair of the Leintwardine Centre Committee. No other 
declarations of interest or written requests for dispensation were 
received. 

 

3  OPEN SESSION  

3.1 A resident of Burrington addressed the meeting about a consultation 
on the Mortimer Forest Plan for 2018-28 by the Forestry 
Commission, commenced on 22 November 2018. The consultation 
had been due to close on 24 December 2018 but had been 
extended to 1 February 2019 following representations from the local 
Parish Councils. The resident was concerned that the previous 
Mortimer Forest Plan had covered 2003-13, and the Forestry 
Commission was only now putting forward a new Plan, there having 
been no official Plan for 2013-18. They were also concerned that, 
although proposals for a large-scale holiday and leisure 
development in Mortimer Forest had recently been withdrawn, the 
Plan for 2018-28 did not preclude a similar development, which 
would adversely affect the local environment and be contrary to the 
Leintwardine Neighbourhood Development Plan.  

 
 
 

3.2 An update was received from Leominster Police Safer 
Neighbourhood Team. There had been a rise in the number of thefts 
from sheds and outbuildings. The police were advising residents to 
make sure properties were secure and items were locked away out 
of sight. Ideally, items should also be marked with a property marker 
such as Cremark or Smartwater.  

 

3.3 A report was received from Herefordshire Ward Councillor Carole 
Gandy. Herefordshire Council’s proposed budget would shortly be 

 
 



 

 

going to Cabinet for consideration of scrutiny recommendations and 
comments from the public. More money was being allocated from 
the Children & Young People budget to pay for Early Help and Edge 
of Care. Cllr Gandy had been in discussions with Wigmore School 
about a bus service from Leominster currently provided for children 
eligible for free school transport, and also used by 44 fare-paying 
children.  From September 2019 there would no longer be any 
children eligible for free transport from Leominster attending the 
school and the bus service could cease. Cllr Gandy was also 
concerned that the timescale for Forestry Commission England’s 
consultation on its Mortimer Forest Plan for 2018-28 was tight, and 
that no notification of the consultation had been given to some local 
parishes or to Cllr Gandy as the Ward Councillor. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS  

4.1 It was RESOLVED to agree the minutes of the scheduled meeting 
held on 1st November 2018 as a true record and these were signed 
by the Chair. 

 

4.2 It was RESOLVED to agree the minutes of the extraordinary 
meeting held on 20th November 2018 as a true record and these 
were signed by the Chair. 

 

5 FINANCE  

5.1 The Clerk presented a monthly Financial Statement. This was 
considered and it was RESOLVED to approve the Statement. 

 

 

5.2 It was RESOLVED that the following items would be approved for 
payment, and the Chair and Deputy Chair signed the payments 
approval sheet accordingly. 

 

 

Date  Payee  Ref  Service  Net  VAT  Gross  

13/11/1
8  

HALC  H439  CiLCA Training 10/11/18  100.00  20.00  120.00  

22/10/1
8  

HALC  H418  CiLCA Training 15/9, 13/10 & 
27/10/18  

300.00  60.00  360.00  

30/6/18  VH&CC  1819-
23  

Room hire – June 2018  45.00  0.00  45.00  

31/7/18  VH&CC  1819-
25  

Room hire – July 2018  15.00  0.00  15.00  

1/7/18  VH&CC  1819-
26  

Library rent – Jul, Aug, Sept 
2018  

187.50  0.00  187.50  

31/8/18  VH&CC  1819-
29  

Room hire – August 2018  15.00  0.00  15.00  

30/9/18  VH&CC  1819-
33  

Room hire – Sept 2018  15.00  0.00  15.00  

30/9/18  VH&CC  1819-
37  

Electricity - Library/Reading 
Room Apr-Sep 2018  

224.42  11.22  235.64  

1/10/18  VH&CC  1819-
39  

Library rent – Oct, Nov, Dec 
2018  

187.50  0.00  187.50  

Nov 18 Clerk & 
HMRC 

-- As per Clerk’s contract 503.10 0.00 503.10 

TOTAL    1592.52 91.22 1683.74 



 

 

 

6 GDPR  

 The Clerk reported that The Public Sector Bodies (Websites & 
Mobile Applications) (No.2) Accessibility Regulations 2018 which 
came into force on 23rd September 2018 required websites and 
mobile applications of public sector bodies to be more accessible to 
users, particularly persons with disabilities. Microshade, 
Leintwardine Parish Council’s web services provider, had recently 
upgraded the Transparency Portal used by LGPC to publish 
information on the internet, to allow publication of documents in html, 
a more accessible format. However, the Transparency Portal 
provided only a basic means of publishing information online and 
had limited features compared to websites of the kind used by some 
other parish councils. It was Resolved to set up a working group to 
explore website options, assess measures to improve accessibility, 
compile an accessibility statement, and review the information 
currently published online to ensure that it complied with the Smaller 
Councils Transparency Code. The website working group would 
report by no later than September 2019. Cllrs Hopkinson, Huband 
and Gorbutt agreed to be members of this working group. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JH, EG, 
WH 

7 LEINTWARDINE CENTRE COMMITTEE  

7.1 Update on request from the Village Hall Committee to receive a 
loan from LGPC: Following discussions between the LGPC Finance 
Working Group and representatives of the Village Hall Committee 
(VH&CC), changes had been made to the timeline and staging for 
the LEADER grant claim to reduce the total amount of the loan and 
the period for which it was required. Once the VH&CC could provide 
details, these would be considered at an Extraordinary Meeting of 
the Council to determine whether, in pursuance of “due diligence”, 
the Council was satisfied that it would be prudent to make the loan. 

 

7.2 Update on proposals to relocate library: Discussions between 
LGPC and the VH&CC Committee were ongoing. The VH&CC would 
be holding a meeting on Thursday, 13 December 2018 at which the 
rent charged by the VH&CC for use of the Reading Rooms was to be 
reviewed.  

 
 
 
 
 

 ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES  

8 PLANNING  

 The Mortimer Forest Plan 2018-28 was discussed. Although part of 
Mortimer Forest was within LGPC’s area it had not been notified by 
Forestry Commission England that a consultation was taking place. 
It was noted that, following representations, the consultation period 
had been extended to 1 February 2019. Members observed that the 
Plan referred to making the forest more accessible to the public. No 
plans to develop a residential holiday complex similar to the recently 
withdrawn proposals by Forest Holidays were included, but neither 
were they ruled out. It was RESOLVED that, to gain clearer 
information, LGPC would ask Forestry Commission England to 
consider holding a public meeting and would liaise with other Parish 
Councils in the local area to ascertain whether they would support 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

the request for such a meeting.      Clerk 

9 ROAD SAFETY   

9.1 Implementation of the TRO (Traffic Regulation Order): Cllr 
Collins reported that Balfour Beatty had informed him that the TRO, 
first instigated in 2016, was scheduled for implementation in 
February 2019. Cllr Gorbutt asked whether a “School” warning sign 
on the High Street could be included in the scheme but Cllr Collins 
advised that the signage for the TRO was already determined and 
was restricted to mandatory signage only. It was RESOLVED that 
the update of the Safer High Street Plan would be included on the 
Agenda for the Council’s scheduled meeting in March 2019 so that 
progress could be reviewed.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MC, 
Clerk 

9.2 To receive an update on the application for a “Horses” warning 
sign on the B4367 at Hopton Heath: Cllr Collins had established 
that some of the requested locations for the signs were in Shropshire 
rather than Herefordshire. The application to Herefordshire Council 
would be modified accordingly.  

 
 
 
 
MC 

10 HIGHWAYS  

 To receive an update from Cllr Collins on the verge drainage 
problem on Park Lane/Kinton Lane and the flooding problem at 
the junction of Dark Lane/High Street: Cllr Collins reported that he 
was making progress in putting together a specification for the 
proposed works at Park Lane/Kinton Lane. A general discussion 
followed regarding drainage and flooding. It was noted that reactive 
suction clearing had led to a temporary improvement in Dark Lane, 
but that frequent flooding problems throughout the village needed to 
be addressed through a programme of regular drain clearance rather 
than through reactive measures. Herefordshire Council was 
responsible for clearing the drains on highways but the contractor, 
Balfour Beatty, had explained that they did not have sufficient 
resources to carry out scheduled clearances, and could only 
respond on a reactive basis. The Parish Council’s Lengthsman was 
responsible for clearing the gully tops and gutters. Disposal of 
arisings from gutter clearing in built up areas, which had been raised 
as an issue by Cllr Offer, remained a matter of concern. It was 
proposed that the Clerk and Environment Group made further 
enquiries regarding possible solutions.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk, 
MC, NO,  
DL, JH 

11 LENGTHSMAN SCHEME  

11.1 To receive an update from the Environment Working Group on 
the implementation of the revised Lengthsman contract with 
Herefordshire Council: Complaints had been received from 
members of the public that some of the litter bins in the village were 
overflowing, particularly the litter bin near the Primary School. The 
Lengthsman is contracted by the Parish Council to empty the litter 
bins fortnightly, and the Clerk was instructed to follow this up, 
together with a request for the Lengthsman to repair a broken railing 
post on the village green near the river bank. Cllr Hopkinson 
expressed concerns that if the Lengthsman fell behind with his 
programme of work, due to unresolved issues such as disposal of 
arisings from gutters in built up areas, this could impact on progress 

 



 

 

with P3 work scheduled for early 2019. 

11.2 To receive a report on the meeting between M Brookes (Balfour 
Beatty Locality Steward) and the Environmental Group on 20 
November 2018: The notes of the meeting were received and 
noted. 

 
 

12 PARISH PATHS PARTNERSHIP SCHEME (P3)/PUBLIC RIGHTS 
OF WAY (PROW): Due to the large number of matters on the 
December Agenda, Cllr Hopkinson would report on these matters at 
the next scheduled Council meeting, in February 2019. 

 
 
 
JH 

13 GROUNDS MAINTENANCE AND PROTECTED OPEN SPACES: 
The Clerk was continuing to make enquiries as to the terms on which 
the land south of Bridge House had been given to the Council. 
Following discussion, Councillors agreed that it would not be 
possible to restrict access to villagers only as such an arrangement 
would be impossible to enforce. It was RESOLVED that expenditure 
of up to £40 would be approved for payment of fees to the Land 
Registry for provision of copies of the deeds, so that the terms could 
be clarified and signage considered accordingly.  

 
 
 
 
  
 
Clerk 

14 OPEN SPACES WORKING GROUP: The Open Spaces Working 
Group was continuing to explore options for the siting of exercise 
equipment for adults at a suitable location in Leintwardine. 

 
DL, EG, 
JC 

15 DOG WASTE BIN NEAR LEINTWARDINE PRIMARY SCHOOL: 
Cllr Collins reported that he had arranged for the litter bin on the 
public footpath between Leintwardine Primary School and Weavers 
Barn to be relocated. Cllr Collins sought retrospective approval for 
these works, estimated to have cost £40 to date. It was RESOLVED 
that the Council would fund these works. A discussion followed 
regarding authority for Council expenditure. LGPC’s Financial 
Regulations provide that all expenditure over £250 must be 
authorised by resolution of the Council. Revenue items below £250 
may be authorised by the Clerk, in conjunction with the Chairman,up 
to the amount specified in LGPC’s Budget for the relevant class of 
expenditure.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

16 LAND EAST OF ROSEMARY: It was noted that following concerns 
raised by a member of the public about weeds affecting the gardens 
of adjoining residential properties the LGPC Clerk had written to the 
owner of the development site east of Rosemary, LWD 
Developments Ltd, on 30 November 2018, asking them to take 
urgent steps to tidy up the land. To date, no response had been 
received. 

 

 

17 PLOUGH MEADOW: Cllr Collins reported that he continued to be 
involved in discussions with the landowners about solutions to the 
drainage problems associated with the development, his 
involvement having originated due to his concerns about the 
enforcement of the planning condition requiring the developer to 
implement an approved integrated drainage system for the Plough 
Meadow Development.  

 

18 FOOTBALL FIELD AT PAYTOE LANE: It was noted that Cllr Offer 
had arranged to meet with a former groundsman for the 
Leintwardine Football Club to obtain more information about the 

 
 
 



 

 

history of the site. It was RESOLVED that the public meeting on the 
use of the land should be deferred until March 2019, and that the 
issues regarding clearance of the site should be resolved prior to 
that meeting. 

 
 
 
NO 

19 CEMETERY MATTERS  

19.1 Burials and memorial applications: A report would be provided to 
the February scheduled meeting. 

 
Clerk 

19.2 Review of cemetery fees: Consideration of this Item was deferred 
to the Scheduled meeting in February, due to the number of items 
on the December Agenda and the need to collate information from 
other parishes. 

 
 
 
Clerk 

20 PARISH COUNCIL NOTICEBOARDS: The Clerk had raised 
concerns that the current notice boards at Downton and Burrington 
were not covered or lockable. The Parish Council’s notice board at 
Leintwardine was too small and the perspex discoloured due to age. 
Cllr Gorbutt proposed that the Leintwardine Centre Committee and 
the Parish Council considered joint provision of notice boards. Cllr 
Latham reported that the new board at Downton was showing signs 
of damp. It was decided to defer consideration of notice boards to a 
future meeting, when Cllr Latham would recommend which of the 
two notice boards at Downton should be used as the principal notice 
board for posting Parish Council notices in Downton.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DL, MC, 
Clerk 

21 CORRESPONDENCE AND INFORMATION: The Clerk circulated 
an information sheet including details of correspondence received 
since the last meeting. 

 

22 TRAINING AND EVENTS: Cllr Hopkinson reported that he would be 
attending a free session for technical training on the Public Sector 
Mapping Arrangements. 

 

23 DATE OF NEXT MEETING: The next Scheduled Meeting would be 
held on 5th February 2019. Due to an application to vary a Condition 
of Planning Permission for land East of Rosemary being notified too 
late for inclusion on the Agenda for 6 December 2018, with a short 
deadline for comments, an Extraordinary Meeting would be held on 
17 December 2018 to consider this matter, together with the 
LVH&CC request for a loan (see Item 7.1 above).   

 

 Meeting closed at 9.30pm.  

 

 

Signed………[M Collins]….   Dated…[5 February 2019]…. 

 

 

 


