
LEINTWARDINE GROUP PARISH COUNCIL 
 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of Leintwardine Group Parish Council held at 
the Community Centre, High Street, Leintwardine on Thursday 12th May 2016 
commencing at 7.30pm.  

 
PRESENT: Cllrs Collins (Chair), Woolley (Vice Chair), Edwards, Evans, and Kirby. 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Ward Cllr Gandy, M Brookes (Locality Steward), H Vallis 
(LVH&CC), R Judges (NDP) and seven members of the public. 
 
1. WELCOME & INTRODUCTION 

Cllr Collins welcomed those present to the meeting and introduced the guest 
speakers. 
 

2. APOLOGIES 
No apologies had been submitted. 

 
3. MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 2015 

The meeting RESOLVED that the minutes of the Leintwardine Annual Parish 
Meeting held on 14th May 2015 be agreed and signed as a correct record. 

 
4. MATTERS ARISING 

There were no matters arising from the 2015 minutes. 
 
5. INVITED SPEAKERS 
 
 Mr Mike Brookes, Locality Steward, Mortimer Ward 

Mr Brookes presented an overview of the role and responsibilities of the 13 
Locality Stewards employed by Balfour Beatty Living Places Ltd (BBLP) to 
cover the County of Herefordshire as part of BBLPs contract with 
Herefordshire Council. 
 
Locality Stewards were responsible for inspecting over 13,000 miles of 
highway in the County which were mainly driven except in Hereford and the 
Market Towns, which were walked. 
 
The resurfacing budget for 2016/17 was £1.6 million which was expected to 
enable approximately 30 kilometres of resurfacing and redressing to be 
undertaken.  
 
The original 5 depots had now been reduced to 2 and were located at 
Hereford and Kingsland. A number of redundancies had also been 
implemented due to the reduction in Central Government funding. However, 
BBLP were endeavouring to maintain the same level of service provided 
during 2015/16. Verge cutting would be undertaken during May and again in 



August. Drainage was being dealt with in a reactive manner and teams were 
currently clearing gulleys. 
 
A few problems had been experienced with the emptying of litter bins in the 
past few weeks but a new manager had been appointed and it was hoped this 
would improve.  
 
In 2015/16 over 10,000 requests from the public had been logged and people 
were encouraged to report any issues they had via the Herefordshire 
Council’s website. 
 
Matters raised included a request to clear the drains in Watling Street, which 
needed jetting, confirmation that there was no scheduled road resurfacing to 
be undertaken in Leintwardine, and an explanation regarding the filling of 
potholes. BBLP were now patching areas rather than filling potholes as it was 
considered more economical. 
 
The Chair thanked Mr Brookes for his attendance. 
 
Mr Harvey Vallis, Chair of the LVH&CC Committee 
Mr Vallis presented a report on behalf of the Leintwardine Centre Committee. 
The Leintwardine Centre Project was substantially completed 5 years ago and 
the Centre was now on a very firm footing. Its main business was split into 
renting space to long term tenants, hiring space on an ad-hoc basis and 
running fund raising events.. 
 
Income for 2015/16 was approximately £26,000 with a further £7,000 ring-
fenced for the upkeep of the public conveniences. Expenses had been 
approximately £21,000.  
 
The Centre had not required any financial help from the Parish Council. It tried 
to maintain between 6-9 months of trading expenses in its current account 
which stood at approximately £11,500 with a further £22,000 in the deposit 
account. This did not include the £7,000 for the public conveniences. 
 
Issues coming up included improved broadband which would help improve 
long term rentals, the future of the former Coracle Workshop building, the use 
of the land to the rear of the Centre and the requirement to recruit new officers 
onto the Committee. 
 
It was suggested that the land to the rear could be used for allotments. It was 
pointed out that the site was part of the Scheduled Ancient Monument.  
 
The Chair thanked Mr Vallis for his report. 
 
Mr Collins Chair of Leintwardine GPC – The Rosemary Inquiry 
Cllr Collins presented a report on the recent inquiry regarding the application 
for outline planning permission for up to 45 houses on the Rosemary Lane site 
which had been approved on appeal. The appeal had been upheld mainly 



because Herefordshire Council could not prove it had a five year land supply 
across the county. 
 
The approval was subject to a number of conditions including an S106 
agreement, the widening of the road, design of surface drainage, design of 
landscape enhancements to protect the views, an acceptable way of 
disposing of sewerage off the site and a 40% provision of affordable housing. 
A detailed plan must be submitted within three years of the permission being 
granted and construction must commence within five years of the same date. 
 
Mr Judges, Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) Chair 
Mr Judges gave a presentation on the progress of the NDP. A public 
consultation had been undertaken and it ended on 30th January 2016. 
Following the decision regarding Rosemary Lane the draft NDP had been 
reviewed and changed to make provision for the addition of up to  45 houses 
which significantly exceed the minimum number of dwellings required by the 
Herefordshire Core Strategy. 
 
Therefore the additional 15 dwellings by the Surgery, which had been 
proposed in the Regulation 14 pre-submission draft had not now been 
included Neighbourhood Development Plan. RJ observed that the legislation 
supported developers, not communities. 
 
However, it was felt that it was still worth developing the NDP for the following 
reasons: 

 The vision and objectives outlined in the plan for Leintwardine; 

 The plan would be of material consideration once formally adopted on all 
developments proposed in Leintwardine; 

 The NDP contained a priority list of local infrastructure improvements 
required; 

 25% of all CIL income would go directly to the Parish Council to spend on 
local infrastructure. 

 
The draft Plan would be completed and submitted for adoption by the Parish 
Council at its meeting on Thursday 2nd June 2016. If the  
 
Cllr Edwards – Traffic Management Liaison - Speeding through the 
Village 
Cllr Edwards gave a brief report on the progress of addressing speeding 
vehicles through the village. He had met with Mr Connolly to discuss potential 
sites to accommodate an enforcement vehicle. Two potential sites had been 
identified.  
 
The speed of vehicles had been monitored and two sets of data had been 
collected. The average speed of vehicles through the village had been 
monitored at 35.7mph.  
 
The Parish Council was also investigating potential traffic calming measures 
to help encourage traffic to reduce speed. 
 



6. CHAIR’S REPORT 
Cllr Collins presented the Annual report of the Council. The agenda at the 
start of the year had been dominated by consideration of three proposed 
housing developments. Two of the development applications had been 
rejected by  Herefordshire Planning Committee. The proposals rejected were 
for the construction of 28 Dwellings on Land at Seedley Lodge and the 
construction of up to 45 dwellings on the Land East of Rosemary. In August 
2015 one of the matters considered by the Parish Council had been an 
election Cllr Collins as new Chair following the resignation of Ms Kay the 
previous month. 
 
The initial task undertaken was to regularise arrangements between the 
Leintwardine Village Hall & Community Centre Committee (LVH & CC) and 
the Parish Council on room hire. The Parish Council had agreed to pay the 
standard hire charge for the use of the Meeting Room and the Community 
Hall. LVH & CC  in return had announced that the Committee would no longer 
be applying for an annual revenue grant from the Parish Council.   
 
Confirmation had been given by Shropshire and Herefordshire that no bus 
services that served Leintwardine were going to be cut in the coming financial 
year. 
 
Regular reports had been submitted to BBLP regarding the state of the roads 
and pavements. 
 
Options to retain a post office service were being investigated following the 
closure of Leintwardine village post office. 
 

7. WARD COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
Cllr Gandy presented the following report: 

 She had completed her first year as Ward Councillor and had met some 
very nice people in Leintwardine; 

 Among the issues she had had to deal with were planning, highways, 
enforcement matters and litter; 

 She provided an article for Leintwardine Life on a regular basis to keep 
residents informed; 

 She had been disappointed with the decision relating to Rosemary Lane 
and acknowledged that the five year land supply was an issue that 
needed to be addressed. It was a major concern throughout Herefordshire 
and the County Council was trying to address this; 

 The NDP would attract a Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) of £110 per 
property of which 25% would be the Parish Council’s once the NDP had 
passed referendum and been adopted by Herefordshire Council. It was 
noted that single property developments would not attract a CIL payment; 

 The future of the Libraries was an on-going discussion; 

 She had visited the local school and been very impressed with it; 

 She had managed to achieve a concession on the 490 and 491 bus 
services to enable Leintwardine residents to use their bus passed before 
9am on a Wednesday; 



 She thanked the Parish Council for all the work it had undertaken on 
behalf of the residents. 

 
The Chair thanked Cllr Gandy for her report. 
 

8. OPEN FORUM 
Among the questions raised was clarification regarding the number of houses 
being proposed on the Land adjacent to Leintwardine Surgery. It was 
confirmed that only 10 dwellings were now being proposed. 
 
 Libraries were under constant review and Herefordshire Council was looking 
at ways to utilise the buildings in different ways in the future to help generate 
additional income to enable the service to operate as it currently was. 
 
There being no other business the Chair thanked everyone for their 
attendance and closed the meeting at 9:09pm. 
 
 
 
___________________________  ________________________ 
CHAIR:     DATE: 


