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REPORT FROM CLLR CLIVE ABBOTT – PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRMAN 2018-19 

 

Neighbourhood Plan 

The principal focus of the Parish Council’s (PC) work in 2018/19 has been the production of a draft 

Neighbourhood Plan (NP). The initial detailed work fell to the NP Steering Group (SG) and its four working 

groups. The SG held 7 meetings, chaired by Ian Hasell. The SG set up 4 working groups comprising both 

SG and non SG members. The PC warmly thanks the members of those groups for their time, thought and 

energy. The PC also wishes to thank Ian Hasell for his skilful and good-humoured chairing and also George 

Hitchins for his hard work and thorough approach as Secretary of the SG. 

During preparation of potential policies for inclusion in the NP it became apparent that changes to housing 

numbers in Mendip were likely to be imminent. These might still result in a revised quota of new housing 

in NSP. (Previous over provision in NSP would not count against this.) Accordingly, the SG decided to 

devote its energies on housing policies in an initial draft NP, and return to other policies after completing 

the ‘Stage 1’ plan. 

The extensive consultation included displays on Church Mead and culminated in the launch of the Draft 

NP and supporting Character Assessment over a display weekend on 10/11 November, which concluded 

with a Public Meeting attended by some 65 residents. Thereafter, the statutory 'Regulation 14' 

consultation was held. All households received a Notice together with a brief description of the Draft Plan 

Policies. There was also the opportunity to comment either via hard copy or online.  83 residents 

responded, 92% of responses expressing broad support for the Draft Plan. 

During the Reg 14 consultation Historic England required the proposal for the redevelopment of the 

former Roman Catholic Church to be accompanied by a Heritage Appraisal. Given the likely delay, the PC 



decided to drop that proposal. This was a disappointment. However, any proposed redevelopment would 

be subject to the policies contained in an adopted plan. 

 

The Draft Plan was submitted to MDC in February 2019. MDC then held the 6 week statutory 'Regulation 

16' consultation. Responses to this will go direct to the Examiner, yet to be appointed by MDC. The 

Examiner will report on the Draft Plan direct to MDC. If approved by MDC, a Parish Referendum will be 

arranged by MDC on whether the Plan should become part of the wider Development Plan and be used 

in the consideration of Planning Applications. 

The costs to the PC have been minimal following receipt of a £7000 grant received from DCLG through 

their agency, Locality. The Grant was spent largely on retaining Liz Beth MRTPI, our Planning Consultant 

who guided us expertly and patiently. The PC will apply shortly for a further grant for Liz Beth's services 

should the need arise during the Examination. Meanwhile, the PC thanks her for her substantial input. 

All relevant documents together with further information are available on the NP website, 

https://nortonstphilipneighbourhoodplan.com 

Local Plan Part 2 

The last Annual Report dealt with Mendip DC’s (MDC) draft LPP2 submission and the PC’s response to that 

draft in February 2018. The ten sites proposed for Local Green Space designation in MDC’s proposals also 

feature in the PC’s draft NP which, it is expected, will be considered before LPP2. 

Village Green Application 

The PC’s application was determined by Somerset CC (SCC) in June 2018. As expected, SCC endorsed the 

Inspector’s recommendation that the land to the south of a point two metres to the north of where the 

mound used to be on Shepherd’s Mead should be registered as a village green. As to the rest of the land, 

the application was rejected for the reasons set out in the Inspector’s Report (copies available from the 

Clerk). 

Parish Maintenance Contractor 

The PC appointed Mr John Bryant to this post in the autumn of 2018. His duties include sweeping 

streets/pavements, litter picking, and work on certain footpaths; and clearing, trimming and strimming.  

Defibrillator 

Since autumn 2018 the phone box at the top of Bell Hill has housed the defibrillator. It is in a locked 

cabinet and, in case of need, the 999 service will provide the access code. The machine gives clear visual 

https://nortonstphilipneighbourhoodplan.com/


and audio instructions. A training session has been organised for Thursday 16th May, 7pm in the Palairet 

Hall. Training is advisable but not essential as the machine itself takes users through the necessary steps 

with voice and video instructions. 

Proposed Roadworks (s. 278) 

SCC confirmed early in 2019 that the PC would be advised of the proposed timetable for, and phasing of, 

the remainder of these works (which go back to a s.278 agreement in 2012). The PC’s request to be 

consulted on the scope of the works was decisively rejected. Nonetheless, the PC will continue to press 

for involvement in this scheme which will affect the community for years to come. 

PRECEPT 2019/2020 

 

The Parish Council has maintained its precept level for 2019/2020 at a rate of £99.00 per annum for a 
Band D household.  This is the same charge as that made over the last four years.  The number of 
additional properties in the parish has generated a greater income and given the Council an additional 
£1,669 of precept funding.  

 

GRANT FUNDING 

 

The Parish Council has once again allocated funding for local organisations and has renegotiated Service 
Level Agreements with the Palairet Hall and the Church Mead Committee.  It has also established a Service 
Level Agreement to support the work of the Traffic Action Group. Last year the PC allocated just over 
£16,000 towards grant funding. Included in this sum was an allocation of £2,000 capital funding each for 
the Palairet Hall and Church Mead.  
 

FINANCIAL REPORT  

 

The Parish Council’s end of year (unaudited, draft) budget report is as follows: 

 

 
31.03.2019 

INCOME  
Precept  £47,326 

Transitional Grant £0.00 

Total other income  £85.00 

Other grants  £8,685 

Total income  £56,096 
 
Parish Council operational expenses   
Audit fees £427 

Hire of hall for meetings  £230 

Insurance expenses  £535 

Office expenses £822 

Website  £0 

Professional Fees £120 

Salaries and wages  £12,495 

Sundry expenses  £0 

Subscriptions and books  £318 

Training  £0 



Sustainability Group £200 

Parish maintenance  £1,431 

Footpaths and Rights of Way  £0 

Total Parish Council operational expenses £16,578 

  

  
Community grants  £16,250 

Operational costs  £16,578 

Expenditure from Capital Fund  £3,329 

Neighbourhood Plan  £6,776 

Total Expenditure  £42,933 

Balance of funds carried forward to 2019/20  £13,163 

  

  
 

REPORT FROM PALAIRET HALL COMMITTEE MAY 2019 

 

 

Registered Charity No: 1065947 May 2019 

Annual Report 

The management committee has undertaken a number of projects in this last twelve months, 

addressing both improvements and problems that have arisen. 

Firstly, the old chairs have been replaced with 80 new chairs. 

The faulty cistern valve in the gent’s toilets has been replaced, thus saving water! 

We have had the rear wall to the small kitchen area of the main hall repaired/ re-plastered 

following the wall cupboards coming away from the wall, resulting in crockery and glasses being 

broken. This has been re-painted, but the wall cupboards have not been refitted as the new 

crockery and glasses are now stored in the main Kitchen. 

The flat roof area over the entrance has had the coping stones removed with lead flashing installed 

to cover the ‘parapet’ of blocks surrounding the roof area, the lead now extends to cover the glass 

fibre ‘tray’ that forms the base of the flat roof. The coping stones have been replaced to form a 

water tight seal to the roof area over the entrance. This has been allowed to dry out and within 

this last month the ‘blown’ plaster around the entrance doors has been removed, together with 

other areas of plaster behind part of the main notice board and the wall behind the radiator. These 

areas have been treated for ‘rising damp’ and re-plastered. New skirting boards are being fitted 

around the entrance area. The whole area will now be re-painted once the plaster has dried out. 



New kitchen units and worktops have been installed in the main kitchen, with a new ‘splash-back.’ 

The new units accommodate all the crockery and glasses in one area now. The kitchen has been 

re-decorated; we are just awaiting the installation of the dish washer. 

A new digital coin-op meter has been fitted to control the old style wall heaters and a new 

electrical feed has been installed to connect the dish washer. 

The small appliances in the hall facility have been PAT tested; we are just awaiting PAT testing of 

the lighting equipment around the stage. 

We have had a quotation for removing the tiles to the main roof, installing a new membrane and 

battens (currently is no ‘membrane’ under the tiles) treating the roof timbers as necessary and 

removing the remains of the old ‘lathe and plaster ceiling’ above the current ‘false’ ceiling to 

prevent any further damage. A second quotation should be in hand within the next week. 

We have quotations for replacing the windows to the meeting room, side of stage window and 

large opening window to the main hall; all are showing signs of rot and are beyond economical 

repair.  

The hall has a new website giving details of facilities and rates of hire.   

The insurance for the hall is currently under review with the Parish Council, working together to 

achieve the best insurance cover for the Hall. 

We have had continued support from our main users which is much appreciated together with a 

number of ad hoc bookings. The hall will be used shortly for the forthcoming local elections. 

We have benefitted greatly from the Parish Council’s financial support during the year, particularly 

as we have incurred a number of substantial invoices for projects and repairs; we have also 

benefitted from not having to pay VAT on such transactions. The Management Committee is very 

grateful for all the support that the Parish Council has given during the past year. 

 This building requires a lot of refurbishing to keep it fit for purpose in the coming years, but 

hopefully once the major projects are completed it will just require ongoing maintenance with less 

costs involved. 

The Management Committee thank the Trustees for their continued interest and support. The 

Management Committee will continue to provide a good facility for use by residents and ad hoc 

users alike. 

Rex Eastment 

Chairman Palairet Hall Management Committee  

 

REPORT FROM CHURCH MEAD COMMITTEE MAY 2019 

 

Church Mead was purchased by the Parish Council from the then owner of Church Cottage in 1972. At 
that time, it was a field used for grazing sheep and cattle. The sale and purchase was arranged in order to 
provide an ’open space amenity area and a recreation ground for the use of the inhabitants of NSP’. A 



charity, Church Mead Recreation Ground, was established to manage the Mead on behalf of the Parish 
Council. The Church Mead Management Committee raises funds to maintain and enhance the use and 
enjoyment of the Mead by residents of NSP. Funds are raised through a Grant from the PC, events such 
as the bonfire night, and the 100+Club lottery, which returns 50% of its income as monthly prize draws. 
When the cricket club was first formed, a local farmer donated a shepherd’s hut that became the changing 
room. That was replaced in the late 1970’s by a redundant timber building donated by Hinton Poultry 
(later Faccenda). Water, electricity and drainage were connected. The building served the village well, 
being used by the pre-school playgroup as well as the cricket club. 
 
At 4½ acres the Mead is one of the larger village greens in England and is home to NSP Cricket Club. Cricket 
matches played on the Mead provide one of the most iconic views of English village life. In 2001 a fire 
completely destroyed the building. Fortunately, it was well insured and with the aid of a large team of 
village volunteers, led by Merv Holborn and assisted by members of the Cricket Club, a replacement 
building was erected in 2003. The roof mounted clock was bought and dedicated to the memory of Gerry 
Abrahams who worked tirelessly to improve and maintain the Mead for many years Money for fitting out 
the Pavilion was tight and when it was completed in 2003 the laminate flooring was donated by B&Q and 
the second hand kitchen donated by a villager. They provided a good service for the past 15 years but in 
2018 the Committee decided to replace them. The laminate flooring has been removed; new sub-floor 
fitted and a heavy duty poly floor laid. A complete kitchen has been installed. The walls have been painted 
and the loft has been insulated. The costs were met from Church Mead funds together with a generous 
grant from Band in A Barn. 
 
The Committee hope that the renovated Pavilion will become a much more used community asset. It is 
now available for hire to parish residents. If you are interested in hiring it, please contact 
andy.parnell@me.com or call George Hitchins on 07850 369456. 
 
 

REPORT FROM TRAFFIC ACTION GROUP MAY 2019 

 

 

Annual report 
We are still awaiting the conclusion of the s278 agreement that covers road safety issues around parts of 

the High Street, Fortescue Street and Tellisford and Mackley Lane junction. 

The first stage of this s278 agreement around the George/Fleur/Bath Road was completed last December. 

We have recently seen the final plans for the Small Improvement Scheme (SIS) to the Hart’s Forge / ‘Cut’ 

/ Farleigh Road area of the village. It is hoped that this scheme will be delivered within the next financial 

year. 

The Parish Council is in consultation with a qualified Traffic Engineer to seek a solution to the problem of 

crossing the road on Church Street, to enable children, parents and elderly residents gain access to the 

School, Church and Church Mead and a safe return to the pavement.   



The Speed Indicator Device (SID) has been deployed regularly at locations on Church Street, Farleigh Road 

and Bath Road with some alarming speeds recorded! As a result, the Avon and Somerset Police Speed 

Enforcement Unit (SEU) have continued to support us with frequent visits to approved sites on Church 

Street (2 sites) and Bath Road (2 sites) by the motorcycle and Farleigh Road with the camera van, all within 

the 20 mph speed limit zone. They have also been active on Farleigh Road in both the 30 & 40 mph speed 

limits, resulting in very high prosecution levels!! The Community Speed Watch Team of Volunteers have 

been active on Church Street and Bath Road collating valuable information which is sent to Police 

Headquarters for analysis, letters are then sent to offending drivers. High end speeds / repeat offenders 

will receive a visit from the Police.  

Residents/visitors still continue to park on the double yellow lines at the top of Bell Hill. 

Mendip Parking Services will target offenders.  

We are still seeing too many Heavy Goods Vehicles (HGV’s) using the village as a through route, but we 

are still seeing/ recording too many 44 ton articulated vehicles. The CCTV cameras that are mounted on 

The Plaine record vehicle movements 24/7 and give the evidence to enable us to contact offending 

companies, who in turn are sent a copy of our Fact Sheet giving them alternative routes so as to avoid the 

village. In the case of non-liveried vehicles, the registration numbers are sent to the police for them to 

contact the owner(s) of the vehicle. We have had roadside checks at Brown Shutters and Tuckers Grave 

on HGV’s with the police and several drivers have received prosecutions and endorsements. Satnav’s 

continue to be the main excuse for drivers using the A366 or B3130 even though both routes are clearly 

signed with 7.5 ton weight limit, “Except for Loading.” 

More enforcement days with the Police are planned, commencing in early May. 

We have recently had a trial of AutoSpeedWatch on Church Street, the unit takes a photo of the rear 

number plate of speeding vehicles, this information is then sent to Police Headquarters where letters are 

generated and sent to offending drivers. It is hoped that these units can be deployed on all routes in and 

out of the village to assist in the regulation of speed through the village. ANPR (Automatic Number Plate 

Recognition) signs will be erected to warn drivers of the unit(s) use. 

I would like to thank the members of the Traffic Action Group, Community Speed Watch, SEU and the 

Parish Council for their continued support during the past year.  

TAG is open to all residents; we hold our meeting bi-monthly in the Dungeon Bar at the George. Our next 

meeting is on the 22nd May 2018 commencing at 18.30. 

 

Rex Eastment          May 2019 

Chair of TAG 

 

 

 

 



 

For more information about parish affairs: 

Norton St Philip Parish Clerk 

Nicola Duke B.A (Hons), PSLCC 

nortonstphilippc@aol.com 

81 Studland Park, Westbury, 

Wiltshire, BA13 3HN  

01373 864127 / 07971 987806 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

THE NEXT MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL WILL TAKE PLACE ON  

WEDNESDAY 5th JUNE 2019 AT 7.00 pm  

 in the PALAIRET HALL. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nortonstphilipparishcouncil.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Screen-Shot-2015-02-09-at-11.59.15.png

