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REPORT FROM CLLR IAN HASELL – PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRMAN 2020-21 

 

Three specific items have been the main focus of Parish Council activity during the past year; - 

MDC Local Plan Part 2 

Mendip District Council’s (MDC) Local Plan Part 2 had already been subjected to scrutiny by a government 

appointed Inspector in 2019. However, issues that came to light in the first round of ‘hearings’ meant that 

the Inspector adjudged that a second round of hearings was necessary. This was primarily due to the 

Inspector suggesting to MDC that a further 505 dwellings should be allocated within the villages and 

countryside of the North East of the MDC area. These hearings took place in November and December 

2020 and were followed by the Inspector visiting each of the locations put forward by MDC.  

The Parish Council (PC) acted in concert with the PC’s of Beckington and Rode who were and are similarly 

affected by the suggestions emanating from the Inspector and MDC. These concerned proposed housing 

allocations of some 80 dwellings spread equally across the three villages. Tobias Paul from DLA Piper was 

engaged to represent the 3 villages. In our Parish MDC has proposed an allocation of a minimum of 27 

dwellings spread across the Laverton Triangle and an adjacent and linked site further along Mackley Lane. 

Both sites are outside of the village development limit.  

The PC especially wishes to thank George Hitchins and Barbi Lund for the huge commitment entailed in 

preparation for and attendance at all of the hearings which lasted almost 2 weeks and for attendance at 

the subsequent site visit.   

The Inspector is expected to publish his report shortly. 

 



Neighbourhood Plan 

The Neighbourhood Plan has been going through a difficult time since Lochailort sought a Judicial Review 

to the MDC Cabinet decision of 2 September 2019 to approve the NP and allow it to progress to 

Referendum. The Judicial Review was held on 24 March 2020 and in her Judgment of 11 May 2020 Mrs 

Justice Lang dismissed the Appeal on all grounds.  

Subsequently Lochailort sought leave to appeal the decision. At the Court of Appeal Judgment of 2nd 

October 2020 Lord Justice Lewison considered that each of 10 proposed Local Green Spaces to be lawfully 

designated. However, he considered that Policy 5 of the NP regarding the development of Local Green 

Spaces to be unlawful. As a consequence of this the Court of Appeal quashed the MDC Cabinet decision 

to approve the NP and allow it to proceed to referendum.  

The PC sought legal advice as to the how the NP could be amended to take account of the comments from 

the Court of Appeal stating that Policy 5 of the NP is unlawful. MDC also did the same. After a long period 

of deliberation MDC tabled a report to the MDC Cabinet meeting of 1 March 2021. At this meeting the 

Cabinet agreed to carry out consultation on further modifications to the NP, together with the earlier 

modifications identified by the Examiner. The consultation period has now ended. The PC have endorsed 

the proposed recommendation by MDC for Policy 5 that ‘Development in an area designated as Local 

Green Space will be managed in accordance with the national policy for Green Belts’. The PC supports all 

the proposed amendments to the NP proposed by MDC and looks forward to the NP proceeding to 

Referendum.  

All of the relevant documents together with further information are available on the NP website 

https://nortonstphilipneighbourhoodplan.com   

Planning Applications 

Several large and/or significant planning applications have been brought before the PC for consideration. 

Some of these have generated such interest that the PC considered it necessary to hold additional public 

meetings to enable applicants to present their application and for residents and the PC to ask questions 

of the applicant and also enable them to express their views on the application. All of these have required 

extensive and detailed consideration. All but one of these applications (2021/0248/FUL) involved 

development outside of the village development limit. This at a time when this parish has already provided 

more than 113 dwellings against a target minimum in MDC’s LPP1 of 45 (i.e. more than 250% above the 

minimum requirement) little more than halfway through the Plan Period. 

2019/2976/FUL Fortescue Fields Phase II. Erection of 38 dwellings 

 

https://nortonstphilipneighbourhoodplan.com/


2020/2180/OTA  Land at Frome Road. Outline planning permission 

2020/2053/FUL Fortescue Fields Phase II. Erection of 27 dwellings 

2021/0248/FUL  Church of our Lady, Bell Hill. Erection of 3 detached houses and a terrace of four 

houses 

2021/0673/FUL Land South of Hawkesmead Close. Erection of 1 dwelling house and Stables 

None of these applications have been determined by MDC at the time of this report. 

Change of Councillors 

During the year Clive Abbott and Julian Emery resigned from their positions as Councillors. I am grateful 

to them both for their service on the Council. In particular Clive Abbott chaired the Council for more than 

three years and we are indebted to him for his stewardship at what has been a very difficult time in the 

parish. 

We have also welcomed Val Fox and Chris Cloke to the Parish Council. Both have speedily and efficiently 

taken on their new roles within the Parish Council.  

PRECEPT 2021/2022 

 

The Parish Council has maintained its precept level for 2021/2022 at a rate of £99.00 per annum for a 
Band D household.  This is the same charge as that made over the last five years.   

 

GRANT FUNDING 

 

The Parish Council has once again allocated funding for local organisations and has renegotiated Service 
Level Agreements with the Palairet Hall and the Church Mead Committee.  It has also established a Service 
Level Agreement to support the work of the Traffic Action Group. Last year the PC allocated just over 
£15,000 towards grant funding.  
 

FINANCIAL REPORT  

 

The Parish Council’s end of year (unaudited, draft) budget report is as follows: 

 

 
31.03.2021 

INCOME  
Precept  £49,614 

Transitional Grant £0.00 

Total other income  £781.00 

Other grants  £3,000 

Total income  £53,395 
 
Parish Council operational expenses   
Audit fees £450 

Hire of hall for meetings  £50.00 

Insurance expenses  £629.00 

Office expenses £1,506 

Website  £0 



Professional Fees £5,460 

Salaries and wages  £12,759 

Sundry expenses  £99 

Subscriptions and books  £328.00 

Training  £0 

Sustainability Group £0 

Parish maintenance  £4,075 

Footpaths and Rights of Way  £0 

Total Parish Council operational expenses £25,356 

  

  
Community grants  £6,498 

Operational costs  £25,356 

Expenditure from Capital Fund  £1,335 

Neighbourhood Plan  £1,866 

Total Expenditure  £35,055 

Balance of funds carried forward to 2021/22  £18,340 

  

  
  

REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR LINDA OLIVER MAY 2021 

 

In all my years as a councillor this last year has been like no other. The COVID 19 pandemic changed the 

way we all live and work in so many ways. Somerset County Council staff have been either re-deployed or 

have been working from home. All of my interactions with County Council colleagues and officers has 

been either over the phone or through the MS Teams programme. I have found this a very productive 

way of working and generally have had no problem in making contact with officers.  

I have attended most of the Parish Council meetings, all of which have been held on the Zoom platform. 

My overall impression was that the virtual meetings did make it easier for more residents to attend the 

meeting.  

SCC are responsible for many key areas that require vast amount of financial and human resource support. 

The main ones are adult social care and children's services. However, it is a very small part of my councillor 

workload. I spend most of my time and effort dealing with Highways matters. This is both at parish council 

level and also direct queries from residents. I have direct contact with many officers in the Highways 

Department. Regularly, I have long update meetings (by phone) with the Mendip Traffic Engineer, Sara 

Davis. Her help and support, along with her colleague in the County Roads department, Charlie Higgins, 

have been responsive and invaluable in dealing with all sorts of queries. I encourage parish councils in my 

division to raise their concerns with the relevant departments and then I can help in moving things 

forward. 

Planning in the rural villages within my division has been particularly challenging this year. There is a role 

in planning within SCC from the Development Planning team. They should always be consulted on 

planning applications. However, for some reason occasionally they are not. When they are it is not unusual 

for the response to refer MDC to Highways Standing Advice. This is normal and MDC should assess the 

application against the standing advice.  



However, this last year there have been planning applications across my County Division that were 

considered contentious. In all of these cases I made sure that the Development Control planning team 

were aware of these applications. I also passed on any information on the issues and concerns raised by 

local communities. There have been some very robust and detailed responses from Highways in the 

consultation responses, like I have not seen before. In addition to that there's been input from Highways 

England, who have highlighted the need for considering the cumulative impacts of development in the 

area. That is another first.  

Many Highways objections can be overcome but some simply cannot. The key is to ensure that all known 

areas of concern are flagged up to both MDC and SCC highways. Unfortunately, I think this coming annual 

parish year will continue to be one dominated, from my point of view, by highways matters. It is a shame 

that at the moment it would seem virtual parish meetings are likely to have to end. There should be an 

opportunity for both virtual and live meetings to take place in my opinion. 

Somerset wide summary for annual parish meetings. 

Response to the Covid19 Pandemic 

This has truly been an exceptional year. There are four statistics that demonstrate just how involved the 
Council has been in supporting residents:  

 SCC’s Public Health Team has managed over 1,700 COVID outbreaks and situations, saving lives 
across the county.  

 SCC helped support those who needed it most by working with partners to provide or deliver 
500,000 meals or food into our communities over the past year.  

 The SCC contact centre has made an over 70,000 phone calls to check on those shielding, to 
arrange help and support or to make vaccination bookings for the NHS.  

 SCC have supported our care providers and schools by spending millions of pounds to secure more 
than 11m pieces of personal protection equipment (PPE).  

Throughout the pandemic Somerset’s Public Health team has played a critical role in designing and 

delivering essential Covid-19 services to keep infection rates among the lowest in the country and keep 

people safe. This has been achieved through support to hundreds of workplaces, care homes, schools and 

households with outbreaks to minimise the spread. During the last year SCC have managed over 1,700 

incidents with more than 20,000 cases being detected within our County boundaries. Somerset was an 

early pioneer for local contact tracing increasing the number of contacts made based on local insight and 

helping to reduce spread of the virus.  

Adult Social Care mobilised pop-up care homes at the peaks of the pandemic, sourced and provided over 

11 million pieces of PPE and supported settings with infection control measures and advice so they could 

continue to stay open for visitors. Technology innovations have kept them connected while a new app 

was developed by SCC’s own team to support the NHS by revolutionising the way spare beds are tracked. 

Throughout the pandemic over 700 micro- providers have supported over 5000 people with care and 

support each week.  

Children’s Services have supported all schools to ensure they could stay open, coordinating transport, 

providing emergency PPE and distributing over 850 Dept. of Education devices and 50 SCC devices to 

enable young people to access virtual learning. Extra funds have been made available to provide families 



with free school meals and support during lockdown, multi-agency hubs have been established to support 

vulnerable children who have had to self-isolate and over 220 staff have been trained to support pupil 

health and wellbeing.  

SCC provided funding to ensure all schools in Somerset were able to provide vouchers for children who 

are entitled to Free School Meals over Christmas, February Half-Term and Easter, as well as additional 

funding so that more families and children in need of support could receive help.  

SCC’s vital Communications role included a new Covid-19 website, social media campaign, Your Somerset 

Newspaper, leaflets, press, radio and TV messaging as well as a number of informative, timely and 

accessible news-style videos filmed by ex BBC veteran reporter Clinton Rogers.  

Other key achievements in delivering SCC Business Plan  

SCC's focus on good financial management has continued during 2020/21 including the management of 
15 different Covid funding streams and the various reporting and audit requirements around them. Latest 
budget monitoring reports shows continued tight financial control and a forecast underspend of £6.6m 
for the year. This will be third year in a row that that authority has come in under-budget, demonstrating 
financial robustness and resilience.   

Investment in infrastructure has included: 

 completion of construction work on the iAero Centre in Yeovil which will support innovation and 
collaboration in the aerospace supply chain. 

 opening of the Wiveliscombe and Wells Enterprise centres with a strong take up of space with 90% 
and 70% occupancy rates respectively. Construction work for Bruton Enterprise Centre 
commenced earlier this year, while the Digital Innovation Centre at the Firepool site has received 
planning approval.  

 £19million upgrade of Junction 25 of the M5 won three of the five accolades at the Chartered 
Institute of Highways and Transport Awards including Project of the Year  

 continuing crucial work of maintaining the highway network despite the impact of Covid, including 
repairing 17,947 carriageway potholes, only slightly fewer than in the previous year before the 
pandemic.  

School projects completed include the new Hazlebrook Campus at Selworthy School, Nerrols Primary 

School; extension and IT upgrade at Milborne Port School, seven-class expansion for Willowdown 

Academy Primary School; the new King Ina Church of England Academy; the £8m expansion of Bridgwater 

College Academy and the £7m expansion of Bishop Fox’s in Taunton. Finally, Polden Bower, a £23m special 

school in Bridgwater which will cater for 160 students with complex needs in Somerset.  

The Climate Change response has seen the expansion of Recycle More, initially in the Mendip area; the 

decarbonising of SCC buildings, promotion and provision of public transport and the enabling of SCC staff 

to work from home and cut emissions and pollutants as a consequence of fewer commuter miles.  A £1 

million Somerset Climate Emergency Community Fund was created to encourage innovative community 

projects that share the Council’s vision of working towards a climate resilient Somerset. More than 136 

applications were submitted and 40 projects across Somerset were awarded grant funding.  



Somerset County Council have invested in 153 apprenticeships and have supported 87 staff to complete 
apprenticeships.  In addition, SCC have also supported 20 small employers throughout Somerset to recruit 
apprentices into their workforce  

Despite Covid-19, the new ‘Family Solutions Somerset’ approach in Children’s Services is working in 

partnership through the Family Safeguarding Model and the Family Drug and Alcohol Court (FDAC) to 

support parents to tackle health and wellbeing issues impacting on their ability to parent well.  

The Family Intervention Service was also launched and provides a flexible, specialist county-wide service 

joining up established edge-of-care and complex family needs services with a Rapid Response service at 

weekends to ensures seamless support. Social Workers in Schools is a ground-breaking initiative to place 

social workers in schools to help keep children safe from exploitation.  

The Government’s consultation on Somerset County Councils One Somerset proposal and an alternative 

bid by the four District Council’s has just finished and we await the Secretary of State’s decision in July.  

Linda Oliver 

County Councillor, Frome North Division 01373 834210 

REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR BARBI LUND MAY 2021 

 

With the various, complex planning issues in Norton St Philip in 2020-21 (not to mention COVID-19!) it 

has been a challenging year for the Parish Council (PC). Clive Abbott, with his extraordinary memory and 

grasp of both the legislation and the detail, was a tremendous asset as Chair. Thank you, Clive, for your 

unremitting dedication. Fortunately for the PC he has been succeeded last summer by a person who has 

the calmness, competence and confidence to continue to steer the Parish through the frequently choppy 

water. Thank you, Ian, for taking up the mantle.  

As a Green Party Councillor I am delighted that we now have the Climate Emergency as a standing item 

on the PC agenda. A sub-group, led by Val Fox and very ably supported by Vivienne Bolton, the Parish 

Paths Liaison Officer, submitted an excellent bid to Somerset County Council Climate Emergency fund for 

improvements to the footpath from Norton St Philip to the Farleigh Road Farm Shop. Sadly, we were not 

successful in securing the funding but SCC has agreed to work with us and the landowners to replace the 

stiles with pedestrian gates. This will improve access for all.  

COVID -19 meant that PC and District Council meetings have been very different in 2020-21. It is to 

everyone’s credit, including those residents who attended virtual PC meetings, that meetings on zoom 

were managed so successfully. Perhaps, for some, it meant easier access to the meetings. But, as things 

stand, the PC and the District Council will return to face-to-face meetings from later this month. And, with 

luck and a fair wind, the phrase, “you’re on mute”, will become a distant memory.  

 

Barbi Lund 

Ward Councillor for Rode and Norton St Philip 

 



REPORT FROM PALAIRET HALL COMMITTEE MAY 2021 

 

 

Annual Report to Parish Council – May 2021 

Despite the Covid-19 restrictions the management committee has undertaken several projects in this last 

twelve months, addressing both improvements and problems that have arisen. 

Unfortunately, part of the old lathe and plaster ceiling in the Meeting/Committee room came down and 
had to be repaired and re-painted. The room itself has subsequently been repainted, as have the toilets. 
The main entrance doors have been repainted inside and out, as has the main gate and personnel gate 
leading onto the pavement. 
 
The new dishwasher is due to be delivered and installed this month in the main kitchen. 
 
The tall outside window to the left of the main entrance is to be replaced with a double-glazed hardwood 
window, as the current window is very rotten and badly in need of replacement. 
The ceiling over the small kitchen area has been replaced, replastered, and painted as a result of a water 
leak from above. 
 
As a result of the Covid “Lockdowns” the hall has only generated £650.00 in revenue this financial year. 
We are hoping that the Hall can return to a somewhat more ‘normal’ usage by our various groups in the 
near future. 
 
The Committee would like to thank the Parish Council for providing us with a generous Service Level 
Agreement and Capital Funding to assist us with the above projects and repairs, Mendip District Council 
also provided us with a Grant. 
 
We still have one more project to complete, that being the repair/ re-tiling of the Kitchen/Toilets roof, 
which we have put on hold until we have sufficient funds to cover the costs. Fortunately, the roof is not 
leaking at present! Once this is completed the ‘fabric’ of the Hall should be in a good condition and provide 
a good facility for its users and residents alike in the years to come. 
 
Despite a difficult period, I would like to thank David Lockley as our Secretary, Sara Willis as our minute 
taker, Michael Walker who has assisted with many small repairs etc. and the rest of the committee for 
their support during a difficult year. 
 
Nick Brown is retiring as our Treasurer; I would like to thank Nick for his support in dealing with our 
finances. I would like to welcome Andrew Morrison as our new Treasurer, we look forward to Andrew 
looking after our finances in future.    
  



The Management Committee would like to thank the Trustees for their continued interest and support. 

The Management Committee will continue to provide a good facility for use by residents and ad hoc users 

alike? 

Rex Eastment 

Chairman Palairet Hall Management Committee  

 

REPORT FROM TRAFFIC ACTION GROUP MAY 2021 

 

 

Annual report to Parish Council – May 2021 
 The Small Improvement Scheme was finally delivered and signed off in January 2020, but not without 

some problems! The build-out at the Bath Road end of the ‘Cut’ meant that the junction had to be re-

aligned to allow two-way traffic. This was not completed correctly, with the ‘Finger Post’ being left in its 

original location, it had to be re-located and the junction widened. The lights that illuminate the ‘Speed 

Cushions’ on Farleigh Road were not switched on until mid-January. They then had to have shields fitted 

to prevent ‘light’ ingress      to residents’ properties.  

The ‘jury’ is still out as to the effectiveness on the ‘Speed Cushions!’  Our PC/TAG Speed Indicator (SID) 

device has been deployed to record speeds both inbound and outbound, a month in each direction since 

the introduction of the ‘speed cushions.’ Speeds are still too high in that location. We are awaiting SCC to 

do their own monitoring of Farleigh Road before entering into dialogue with them through our County 

Councillor. 

The SID was deployed at Farleigh Hungerford for a month in March and recorded 2 vehicles over 70-mph 

in the 30-mph limit, 64 between 61-69 mph and 69 at 60 mph. Needless to say SEU have been spending 

more time at Farleigh! CSW have also been targeting specific times of the day when speeding is highest. 

Unfortunately, Community Speed Watch (CSW) sessions had to be suspended during the first ‘Lockdown,’ 

as a result we saw speeds increase dramatically as there were less vehicles using the roads. CSW was 

allowed to return during the period between the lockdowns, but only two volunteers instead of our 

possible three. We are now back to normal CSW operations now. 

There has recently been a joint operation between the local Police, CSW and the Speed Enforcement Unit 

(SEU), which saw each group operating in the villages around Frome for three days, resulting in a large 

number of motorists being prosecuted for speeds way in excess of the speed limits in both Norton St Philip 

and Farleigh Hungerford. 

 The Parish Council has set up a group to work with the school, SCC Highways and County Councillor, to 

seek a solution to the problem of crossing the road on Church Street, to enable children, parents and 

elderly residents gain access to the School, Church and Church Mead and visa-versa.  Covid-19 has slowed 

down the progress of finding a solution to this ongoing problem. 



Residents/visitors still continue to park on the pavement at the top of Bell Hill, restricting the pavement 

width for pedestrian’s, parents with children and mobility scooter users. Please report incidents of 

obstruction to the Police on 101.  

TAG was requested to discuss/comment on proposals to extend Double Yellow Lines in the village, their 

report will be made available for discussion at the June PC meeting. 

This has resulted in the Traffic Regulation (TRO) being put on hold for the movement of the 20-mph zone 

on Wells Road (closer to the village) and the extension of the 20-mph zone on Frome Road, beyond 

Tellisford/Mackley Lane crossroads. 

I would like to thank the members of the Traffic Action Group, Community Speed Watch, SEU, Frome 

Police and the Parish Council for their continued support during the past difficult year.  

 Rex Eastment          May 2021 

Chair of TAG 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

For more information about parish affairs: 

Norton St Philip Parish Clerk 

Nicola Duke B.A (Hons), PSLCC 

nortonstphilippc@aol.com 

81 Studland Park, Westbury, 

Wiltshire, BA13 3HN  

01373 864127 / 07971 987806 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

THE NEXT MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL WILL TAKE PLACE ON  

WEDNESDAY 9th JUNE 2021 AT 7.00 pm  

 in the PALAIRET HALL. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nortonstphilipparishcouncil.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Screen-Shot-2015-02-09-at-11.59.15.png

