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REPORT FROM CLLR IAN HASELL – PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRMAN 2021-22 

 
As last year three items have been the main focus of Parish Council Activity. 

MDC Local Plan part 2 

The ongoing saga of Mendip District Council’s Local Plan Part 2 (LPP2) has dominated the activity of the Parish 

Council (PC). Residents will no doubt recall the crux of the PC’s objection to this plan is the proposed allocation by 

MDC of a minimum of 27 dwellings across the Laverton Triangle and an adjacent and linked site further along 

Mackley Lane.  

During the whole of the approval process the PC consulted with its legal advisers, DLA Piper, about the options 

open to the PC if MDC approved LPP2. DLA Piper considered that if MDC approved LPP2 it would be possible to 

challenge this decision by means of a Judicial Review (JR) and that there were 4 grounds by which the PC could do 

so.  

Requesting a JR by a PC on the actions on MDC’s approval of LPP2 is no small matter and I therefore called an 

Extraordinary Parish Meeting on 7th December to explain the options to residents. An overwhelming majority of 

residents indicated they wished the PC to bring a legal challenge, notwithstanding the potential costs that would 

be involved. 

MDC’s Full Council approved LPP2 at its meeting held on 20 December 2021 despite the efforts of the PC to dissuade 

them of this action. Accordingly, DLA Piper served a ‘Letter Before Action’ on MDC immediately after MDC approved 

LPP2. This letter proposed a way forward via a JR whereby the Judge would be invited to remove certain parts of 

LPP2 (including the allocation to this parish) whilst leaving the majority of LPP2 intact.  

A Judge has now decided that there are grounds for a JR and a date has been set for a 2-day trial at the High Court 

in London on Tuesday 18 and Wednesday 19 October 2022. 

As a consequence of this MDC has indicated that they are not willing to progress the NSP Neighbourhood Plan to 

referendum (where we have already agreed to the amendments to the NP proposed by MDC) until the outcomes 

from the JR are known. 

 

 



Planning Applications. 

As well as numerous small planning applications the following is the current state of the significant planning 

applications on which the PC has commented. 

2019/2976/FUL – Fortescue Fields Phase 2. Erection of 38 dwellings. Withdrawn by applicant. 

2020/2180/OTA - Land at Frome Road/ Outline planning application. Refused by MDC 26/5/21. The applicant has 

appealed the decision. The PC has submitted further comments to the Planning Inspector. 

2021/0248/FUL - Church of our Lady, Bell Hill. Erection of 3 detached houses and a terrace of four houses. As yet 

no decision from MDC. 

2021/0673/FUL - Land south of Hawkesmead Close. Erection of 1 dwelling house & stables. PC Objection. 

Withdrawn by applicant 20/5/21. 

2021/2928/FUL - Erection of 27 dwellings, Bell Hill Garage. PC objection. Not yet decided by MDC 

2021/2776/OTA - Land west of Fortescue Fields. Outline application for 20 dwellings. PC Objection. Refused by MDC 

8/4/22 

2021/2764/FUL - Erection of anemometer mast. PC objection. Refused by MDC 17/3/22 

Traffic 

The PC held a Traffic open day at the Palairet Hall on 9th October 2021 to give residents the opportunity to consider 

various options for the many traffic issues in the village. Following much discussion and debate a draft report 

outlining possible ways forward was adopted at the PC meeting of 9 February 2022. Some items required more 

work before this could be presented to Somerset County Council (SCC) Highways. We are currently awaiting a 

response from SCC regarding our request for a meeting to discuss the report. 

The Council 

I have been fortunate indeed to have had such a group of Councillors during the last year. For a small Parish we 

have had large, complex and very time-consuming issues with which to deal. Chris Cloke has decided not to stand 

for the next Council and I would like to thank him for his contribution in the time he has been a Councillor. All of 

the other Councillors have agreed to stand again and I am very pleased that they have done so!  In what has been 

a difficult year special thanks to the Parish Clerk, Nikki Duke. Not many parishes such as ours are lucky to have a 

professional Clerk and I am indebted to the support she has given me.  This is truly a team effort by all the 

Councillors and our Clerk – my grateful thanks to them all. 

REPORT FROM CLLR BARBI LUND – DISTRICT COUNCILLOR 2021-22 

 

I wonder if there will ever come a year when it is possible to say that things have been quiet on the planning front 

in Norton St Philip? Certainly not in 2021-22. In September 2022 the Local Plan Part 2 (LPP2) Inspector’s report was 

published confirming site NSP1 as a main modification.  

Norton St Philip Parish Council (NSP PC) held a Public Meeting on 6 December to consider what action, if any, the 

PC might take in the event that Mendip District Council (MDC) adopt the Draft LPP2. The members of the meeting 

voted overwhelmingly in support of a potential legal challenge to MDC’s LPP2 should it be adopted. LPP2 was 

adopted at MDC’s December 2022 Full Council meeting and at the January NSP PC meeting it was resolved to 

proceed with the legal challenge to the adoption of MDC’s Local Plan Part II.  



On 12 April 2022 the NSP PC heard that it had been granted permission to proceed to trial on all grounds without 

conditions and the dates for the hearing are set for Tuesday 18 and Wednesday 19 October 2022.  

This time last year we were inching our way back to face -to-face meetings. I imagine I speak for others when I say 

it is good to be back in the Palairet Hall. Good on two levels – it means that we can be optimistic that COVID is 

moving into the background of our lives and good because, although the zoom meetings were generally well 

managed and accessible, people seem to be fundamentally sociable and it is heartening to be able to share physical 

space again.  

A major shift from this time last year is, of course, the formation of and elections for the Unitary Somerset Council. 

While I am obviously disappointed that neither of the Green Party candidates were elected for Frome North I want 

to take this opportunity to congratulate Adam Boyden and Dawn Denton for their electoral success and I look 

forward to working with them over the next year. The new Somerset Councillors will take responsibility for all 

current County Council services and oversee the local government reorganisation to establish the single unitary 

Somerset Council on 1 April 2023. District councils will remain until 31 March 2023 and the councillors serving on 

them will continue in their roles until that date.  

I am sure that both Adam and Dawn are fully aware of the enormity of the climate emergency and that it will inform 

their work over their period of office.    

GRANTS 2021/2022 

 

In 2021/22 the Parish Council awarded £12,132.94 in community grants and Service Level Agreements: 

 £1501.20 – Palairet Hall work to window  

 £3358.80 - Palairet Hall dishwasher  

 £2688.79 – Palairet Hall redecoration  

 £724.31 – Palairet Hall SLA for insurance  

 £500.00 – St Leonards Church  

 £215.00 – Life Education  

 £344.84 – Church Mead dog bin  

 £1200.00 – Friends of Farleigh Hungerford Village Hall Society work to window  

 £600.00 – Church Mead SLA for grounds maintenance  

 £1000.00 – Friends of St James Church  

 

PRECEPT 2022/2023 

 

The precept for 2022-23 has been set at £51,213, which matches the requirements shown in the budget.  This 

represents an annual precept of £103.95 for a Band D household.  The current rate paid is £99.00, so this represents 

an annual increase of £4.95 per year (0.41p per month) for a Band D equivalent household.  The precept has 

remained static since 2016/17 and an increase is now required to meet inflationary costs across all budget 

headings.  Copies of the approved budget are available from the Parish Clerk or can be viewed on the PC website.  

FINANCIAL REPORT  

 

The Parish Council’s end of year (unaudited, draft) budget report is as follows: 

 

 
31.03.2022 

INCOME  
Precept  £49,105 

Transitional Grant £0.00 

Total other income  £503.00 

Other grants  £0.00 



Total income  £49,608 
 
Parish Council operational expenses   
Audit fees £440 

Hire of hall for meetings  £120.00 

Insurance expenses  £647.00 

Office expenses £2,165 

Website  £0 

Professional Fees £4,588 

Salaries and wages  £12,788 

Sundry expenses  £0.00 

Subscriptions and books  £321.00 

Training  £0 

Sustainability Group £0 

Parish maintenance  £991.00 

Footpaths and Rights of Way  £314.00 

Total Parish Council operational expenses £22,374 

  

  
Community grants  £12,133 

Operational costs  £22,374 

Expenditure from Capital Fund  £595.00 

Neighbourhood Plan  £3,586 

Total Expenditure  £38,688 

Balance of funds carried forward to 2022/23  £10,920 

  
 

REPORT FROM PALAIRET HALL COMMITTEE MAY 2022 

 

Registered Charity No: 1065947  
 

Chairman’s Report – April 2022 

Despite the continued Covid-19 restrictions the management committee has undertaken several projects 

in this last twelve months, addressing both improvements and problems that have arisen. 

The tall outside window to the left of the main entrance has been replaced with a double-glazed hardwood 
window. The smaller window over the main entrance into the hall is to be replaced shortly, again with a 
double-glazed hardwood window. There is some rising damp on the inside of the outer wall in the meeting 
room. Quotations have been received and the wall is to be treated and re-plastered, commencing in June. 
A new baby changing unit has been fitted in the disabled toilet. We still have one more major project to 
complete, that being the repair/ re-tiling of the Kitchen/Toilets roof, which we have put on hold until we 
have sufficient funds to cover the cost. 



We have recently changed our Wi-Fi provider, but unfortunately we are yet to have fibre to the hall! 
 
Mendip District Council also provided us with a Grant of £8,000 plus we generated £4,715 of income, Total 
£12,715, our expenditure amounted to £3,616 in this financial year. Our special thanks to David Lockley for 
applying for the MDC Grant, as a result our finances are looking healthier than expected!  
 
The Hall has now returned to more normal usage by our various user groups and ad-hoc booking have 
increased. 
 
The Committee would like to thank the Parish Council for providing us with a generous Service Level 
Agreement and Capital Funding to assist us with the above projects and repairs 
 
Despite another difficult period, I would like to thank David Lockley as our Secretary, Sara Willis as our 
minute taker and Michael Walker who has assisted with many small repairs etc. I would like to thank 
Andrew Morrison our new Treasurer for providing us with details of our financial status throughout the 
year. He is currently in the process of changing our bank to allow online banking, that should make his life 
easier in the future.    
 
A special thanks to the Committee members and to all of our regular users who have supported us 
throughout these difficult and challenging times. The Management Committee would like to thank the 
Trustees for their continued support. The Management Committee will aim to continue to provide a good 
facility for use by user groups, residents, and ad hoc users alike. 
 

Rex Eastment, Chairman Palairet Hall Management Committee  

 

REPORT FROM SUSTAINABLE NORTON ST PHILIP GROUP MAY 2022 

 

Sustainable Norton St Philip activities were put on the back burner during COVID-19 but Spring 2022 has 

seen a re-emergence of activity. We held our first Repair Café on 30 April and plan to have a session every 

two months. The Palairet Hall has been booked for the following dates:  

 Saturday            July 9 

 Saturday            Sept 10 

 Saturday            Nov 12 

 

Rode has recently set up a Climate Emergency Group and a proposal has been made for the 3 villages of 

Norton St Philip, Rode and Beckington to work together. The first meeting of representatives of the 3 

villages was held in Rode on 20 April and several “projects” were identified in the first instance. These are: 

 

 “Green Doors” event – residents who have installed or who are using some form of green 

technology (e.g. renewable energy, electric vehicles (EVs)) open their homes for a day for others to 

drop in. Similar to open gardens.   

 Repair Café  

 Re-wilding/Pocket Parks – where possible obtaining small pieces of otherwise redundant land for 

rewilding  

 Establishing Safe walking/cycling routes  

 

 

 



 

 

For more information about parish affairs: 

Norton St Philip Parish Clerk 

Nicola Duke B.A (Hons), PSLCC 

nortonstphilippc@aol.com 

81 Studland Park, Westbury, 

Wiltshire, BA13 3HN  

01373 864127 / 07971 987806 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

THE NEXT MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL WILL TAKE PLACE ON  

WEDNESDAY 8th JUNE 2022 AT 7.00 pm  

 in THE OLD SCHOOL ROOM, FARLEIGH HUNGERFORD. 
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