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Somerset County Council Finances: As at the end of July (month 4) the overall 
projection was for an overspend on budget of £23.9m (up from £18.5m in June). The 
significant variances were:  

• Adult Services - £14.0m adverse variance against budget; a deterioration in 
position of £4.0m from month three.  

• Children’s Services - £15.5m adverse variance against budget; a deterioration 
of £1.5m from month three.  

• Economic & Community Infrastructure (Highways etc) has a £1.1m adverse 
variance against their budget. 

These figures are already 2 months out of date – the trend remains very concerning. 

Local Community Networks: A public consultation on the development of Local 
Community Networks (LCNs) is ongoing. Residents are encouraged to have their say 
on plans to develop LCN’s across the county, to support decision-making at its most 
local level. Opinions are being sought on a range of aspects, from LCN roles and 
responsibilities, boundary options, to choosing a suitable name. The consultation is 
open and runs until 17thOctober 2022. https://newsomersetcouncil.org.uk/local-
community-networks-consultation/ 

Future of SEND in Somerset: Somerset County Council, NHS Somerset and Somerset 
Parent Carer Forum are inviting families as well as school leads, education, and 
health professionals to join a webinar this October to help shape the future of 
Special Educational Needs and/or Disability (SEND) in Somerset. The partnership is 
currently in the process of developing a Somerset SEND strategy for the next three 
years. This will outline the focus areas and action points that will inform SCC to 
develop their services. The two webinars (which are a repeat of one another) are on 
Friday 7th and Monday 10th October with no need to book in advance. 

Innovation Zone: The Chancellor has announced that the Gravity site, just north of 
Bridgwater, could be part of one of the first of the Government’s new Investment 
Zones. The former Royal Ordnance Factory at Puriton has been identified as a 
potential site for a Gigafactory. The 616-acre site has the potential for an onsite rail 
terminal and sits by J23 of the M5 motorway. The total project could deliver up to 
7,500 skilled jobs in the County. 

Public Health Nursing Team: Somerset County Council’s Public Health Nursing 
(Health Visiting and School Nursing) team has been rated as ‘Good’ across all 
sections in a recent review of the service by inspectors at the Care Quality 
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Commission (CQC). The service provides community care, delivered by health visitors 
and school nurses across the county of Somerset and this inspection marks their first 
since its transfer from the NHS to Somerset County Council’s Public Health in 2019 

Flu Jab:  This winter, it is anticipated that as this is our first flu season since 2019, we 
will all have less immunity and are therefore more likely to catch flu compared to 
previous years. The flu season in the Southern Hemisphere can often predict the 
potential for a similar experience in Northern Hemisphere countries. This year, 
Australia's flu season started earlier and infected more people, particularly children 
aged five to nine. More information on flu vaccinations can be found 
at https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/vaccinations/flu-influenza-vaccine/ 
 

Covid boosters: Residents aged 50 years and older, residents in care homes for older 
people, those aged 5 years and over in a clinical risk group and health and social care 
staff are being offered a booster of coronavirus (COVID-19) vaccine this autumn. 
Appointments are available from the National Booking Service. 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-
vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/  

Stoptober: Stoptober is back for its 11th year calling on smokers to kick the habit 
once and for all and join 2.3 million others who all quit since the campaign launched 
over a decade ago.  Somerset smokers are being asked to seek support and join 
thousands of others across the country who have signed up to stop smoking this 
October. Over 6 million adults in England still smoke, and it remains the leading 
cause of premature death, with almost 75,000 preventable deaths a year. Stoptober 
offers a range of free quitting tools including: the NHS Quit Smoking App , Facebook 
messenger bot, Stoptober Facebook online communities, daily emails and SMS, and 
an online Personal Quit Plan. https://www.nhs.uk/better-health/quit-smoking/ 

Mendip Wellbeing Roadshow: Monday 10th October 10am to 2pm at the Cheese & 
Grain. The event is aimed at creating community awareness about the various 
mental health support services available in Somerset and how to access them. 
The roadshow is a free entry event and will involve local artists’ displays, a raffle, and 
an opportunity to have one-on-one discussions about mental health with trained 
volunteers. No tickets are required. Just turn up on the day. 
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